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The war in the last third of the seventeenth century that resulted in the
Ottoman Empire’s loss of dominance in East Central Europe came to an end
in January 1699 with the signing of the Treaty of Karlowitz between the
members of the Holy League (the Habsburg Monarchy, Venice, Poland) and
the Ottoman Empire. And a separate armistice was also declared between the
Russians and the Ottomans.' The twenty articles of the Habsburg—Ottoman

*  The present study was supported by a Jdnos Bolyai Research Scholarship entitled “Temes-

vari Oszmén aga diplomdciai tevékenysége a 17-18. szdzad forduléjan a Habsburg—oszmin
hatarvidéken, 2016-2019". — The translation of the quotation in the title: “Our majestic padishah
is at peace with and has complete trust in the Holy Roman Emperor”. Ali Pasha of Temegvar
(Temesvér/Timisoara) to Sindor Karolyi. Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek (henceforth
ONB), Mxt. 175, fol. 17r.

1 On the peace negotiations of the Treaty of Karlowitz, see Ignic Acsidy, A karloviczi
béke torténete, 1699. Budapest, 1899; Liszl6 Szita and Gerhard Seewann, A karlécai béke és
Eurépa: Dokumentumok a karlocai béke torténetéhez, 1698—1699. Pécs, 1999, XXV-L; Ménika
F. Molnér, ‘Der Friede von Karlowitz und das Osmanische Reich; in Robert Spannenberg
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peace treaty of Karlowitz specified what territories were to be assigned between
the two empires. One of the biggest territorial changes was the transfer of
Transylvania to the control of Austria. In addition to drawing new borders, the
treaty provided rules governing castles, fortresses, towns and villages close to
the frontiers, the prohibition of looting, the handling of rebellious or dissatisfied
subjects, the exchange of prisoners of war and the protection of merchants.
Following renewed military conflict between the Habsburg Monarchy and
the Ottoman Empire, lasting from 1716 to 1718, another peace treaty
was concluded in Passarowitz (PoZarevac) in 1718.> These treaties, at least
theoretically, assured settled living conditions and properly-organized
administration for subjects on the two sides of the border for the next decade
and a half.

Although there was peace between the Habsburg Monarchy and the
Ottoman Empire, there was an insurrection in the Kingdom of Hungary,
whose territories, except for the Banat region in the south, which remained

and Arno Strohmeyer (eds.), Frieden und Konfliktmanagement in interkulturellen Raumen: Das
Osmanische Reich und die Habsburgmonarchie in der Frithen Neuzeit. Stuttgart, 2013, 197-220;
Ménika F. Molnér, “The Treaty of Karlowitz in the Venetian Sources: Diplomacy and Cer-
emony, in Hasan Celal Giizel, Cem C. Oguz and Osman Karatay (eds.), The Turks. Vol. 3:
Ottomans. Ankara, 2002, 405-414. For the Latin text of the Habsburg—Ottoman treaty, see
Istvin Katona, Historia critica regum Hungariae stirpis Austriacae: 1526—1710. Vol. 36. Bu-
dae, 1805, 106-125. For the Ottoman Turkish text of the treaty, see Muahedat Mecmuast.
Vol. 3. Istanbul, 1297/1880, 92—102; Defterdar Sart Mehmed Pasa, Ziibde-i Vekayiat. Tabh-
lil ve Metin. 1066-1116 (1656-1704). Ed. by Abdiilkadir Ozcan. Ankara, 1995, 654—-662;
Silahdar Findiklili Mehmed Aga, Nusretname. Vol. 1. Istanbul, 1962, 357—364. For the Vene-
tian-Ottoman treaty, see Sar1 Mehmed Pagsa, Ziibde-i Vekayidt, 667—672; Silahdar, Nusretname,
365-370. For the Polish—Ottoman treaty, see Sar1 Mehmed Pasa, Ziibde-i Vekayidt, 662—-667;
Silahdar, Nusretndme, 371-375. For the Russian and German versions of the Russian—Otto-
man treaty, see Sindor Gebei, ‘Az orosz—tdrdk béketargyalisok Karlécdn és Konstantindpoly-
ban, 1699-1700, Aetas 17:2 (2001) 134-154, especially 141: note 16. This treaty was signed
in Constantinople on 3 June 1700. On the Russian—Ottoman treaty, see Sar1 Mehmed Pasa,
Ziibde-i Vekayiat, 692-698.

2 For the most recent Hungarian literature in the topic, see Sindor Papp, A pozsarevici
békekdtés és amagyarok’, Aetas 33:4 (2018) 5—19; Ferenc Téth, A francia kiilpolitika és Magyar-
orszdg a pozsarevici béke idején; Aetas 33:4 (2018) 20-34; Ménika F. Molndr, ‘Karlécatsl
Pozsarevicig: A Velencei Koztirsasig és az Oszmdn Birodalom kapcsolata olasz szemmel,

Aetas 33:4 (2018) 35-51.
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under Ottoman control, had been acquired by the Habsburg Monarchy. The
Rékéczi War of Independence, which lasted from 1703 until 1711, was a
reaction to the authority, laws and policies of the Habsburg government in
Vienna. Hungarian historians have made extensive studies of the war, but for
a long time, they paid little attention to the Ottoman issue: the diplomacy
or the background, aims, opportunities and results of Rikéczi's attempts to
establish relations with the Porte. Kdlmin Benda was the scholar to produce
the first significant work on this subject in 1962.> Then, in 1982, Eva Béka
dealt with the issue in her study on the embassy of Chatrles de Ferriol at the
Ottoman court.* An article by Sindor Papp published in 2004, focusing on
the diplomatic activities of Rdkéczi during his War of Independence, was an
essential starting point for subsequent research.” Then Gabor Vatai conducted
research into diplomatic relations at the time, considering the realities of an
Ottoman alliance.®

As soon as the rebellion in Hungary started, Ferenc Rikéczi directed his
diplomatic efforts towards obtaining Ottoman assistance. Until 1705
(according to Benda) or 1704 (Vatai), Rakdczi had been planning to ask for
Ottoman support in freeing Transylvania and nominating Imre Théokoly as
prince of Transylvania.” Although memories of the century and a half of
Ottoman rule over his country must have been on Rakdczi's mind as he sought
sources of support, he wanted to rule as prince of Transylvania and — after
1706 — he had no chance of attaining this ambition without gaining some kind
of support from the Ottoman Empire. Kuruc®*~Ottoman relations were
affected by the foreign political environment, the position and the intentions of
Western and Eastern European countries, and the Porte’s assertion of its
interests within the confines of the prevailing legal framework. So what was

3 Kéilman Benda, TI. Rakéczi Ferenc torok politikdjinak elsd évei 17021705, Torténelmi
Szemle 5:2 (1962) 189-209.

4 Eva Béka, Charles de Ferriol portai kbvetsége, Térténelmi Szemle 25:3 (1982) 519-536.

5 Séndor Papp, A Rékéczi-szabadsigharc tdrdk diplomdcidja, Szdzadok 138:4 (2004)
793-821.

6 Gébor Vatai, Ut az irrealitasba: Rakéczi torok diplomAcidja a szabadsdgharc idején; Kelet-
kutatds 2011. 8sz, 91-108.

7 Benda, IL. Rikéczi Ferenc, 191; Vatai, Ut az irrealitdsba, 91.

8 The term kuruc denotes anti-Habsburg rebels in Royal Hungary from the 1670’s until 1711.
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the Porte motivated by? What served the interests of the Ottoman decision-
makers? And what change did this bring to the Habsburg—Kuruc—Ottoman
frontier in the first years of Rakdczi's War of Independence? Here, I offer some
information that throws light on these questions, gained from documents
dated from 1705 to 1707 in the collection(s)® Kitab-i Insa of Osman Aga of
Temesvar (Temesvar/ Timisoara).

CHAOS IN THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

"The Porte was bound by the 1699 treaty with the Habsburg Monarchy. The
Ottoman Empire had suffered severe military and economic losses, and this
was the first agreement in its history that was considered as anything but a
momentary break in war. Indeed, the treaty provided the Ottomans with their
only chance to keep their territories in the Balkans — at least for a decade and
a half.’* This did not mean that the Ottoman government lacked influential

members who supported another war. However, until September 1702,
Grand Vizier Képriilii Amcazade Haci Hiiseyin Pasha (17 September 1697—

9 'This paper is based on documents from two collections (miinseat) kept in public collections
in Vienna: ONB, Mxt. 175 and Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv
(henceforth OStA HHStA), Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. Orientalische Handschriften (hence-
forth OHSch), No. 125. Authors usually apply the term Kitab-i Insa (“Book of Letters”) to the
collection in the archives, but here it is also applied to the collection in the library. On the rela-
tionship between the two manuscripts, see Hajnalka Téth, “Temesvari Oszmdan Aga levélgytij-
teménye: Habsburg—oszman—kuruc hatdrvidéki konfliktusok a 18. szdzad elején, in Emese
Egyed and L4szlé Paké (eds.), Eléaddsok a Magyar Tudomdny napjdn az Erdélyi Mizeum-
Egyesiilet I. szakosztdlydban. (Certamen, 3.) Kolozsvér, 2016, 286-287; Hajnalka Téth, “Vir,
sanc vagy 8rhdz?: Miket épitettek az erdélyi—temeskdzi hatdrvidék Habsburg-oldaldn a karls-
cai békekotés utdn?, Keletkutatds 2017, 8sz, 34: note 6.

10 Cf. Rifaat A. Abu-el-Haj, “The Formal Closure of the Ottoman Frontier in Europe:
1699-1703; Journal of the American Oriental Society 89:3 (1967) 467—475. The Porte had to
employ force against the rebellious tribes and military forces in the Crimean Khanate who were
dissatisfied with the treaty and its consequences. Hajnalka Téth, A karlécai béke és a Krimi
Kansag, Keletkutatds 2012. tavasz, 19-31. Cf. the 3 September 1701 report of the French
Charles de Ferriol, ambassador at the Ottoman court, cited by Béka, ‘Chatles de Ferriol, 531.
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4 September 1702)'" definitely favoured peace. After his resignation, the
ideology of war was briefly reasserted during the brief tenure as grand vizier of
Daltaban Mustafa Pasha (4 September 1702—24 January 1703)."2 He intended
to restore Ottoman prestige to compensate for the enormous losses suffered in
the Treaty of Karlowitz.” His political orientation could also have provided a
more favourable background for the Hungarian War of Independence.
However, Mustafa Pasha was relieved of his office before attaining his military
goals. For the next seven months (25 January 1703-22 August 1703), Rami
Mehmed Pasha, the statesman who represented the empire in the peace talks
leading to the signing of the Treaty of Karlowitz,"* was appointed as grand
vizier, and the Porte bound itself strictly to the terms of the agreement. The
government of the empire was wrestling with difficulties, as clearly reflected by
a military coup in summer 1703 that deposed Mustafa II (1695-1703) and
put Ahmed III (1703-1730) on the throne.

The first exploratory talks between Rakéczi and the Ottoman government
and frontier officials may have been held, with the mediation of French envoys,
under the grand vizierate of Mehmed Pasha, who was an excellent diplomat
and a pacifist. According to available sources, the first envoys of Rdkéczi arrived
in Constantinople on 6 September 1703. This is recorded in a dispatch sent to
Charles Hedges (Secretary of State, northern department) by George Stepney,

English envoy extraordinary to Vienna, based on a dispatch from Robert

11  On the pasha and his political orientation, see smail Hakk: Uzungarsili, Osmanlt Taribi.
Vol. 3. Part 1: II. Selim’in Tahta Cikisindan 1699 Karlofca Andlasmasma Kadar. Ankara, 1988,
587; Joseph Hammer-Purgstall, Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches. Pesth, 1835, I11. 907; IV.
36-40; Miinir Aktepe, Amcazide Hiiseyin Pasa, in Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi
(henceforth TDVIA). Vol. 3. Istanbul, 1991, 8-9.

12 On the pasha, see Abdiilkadir Ozcan, ‘Daltaban Mustafa Pasa, in TDVIA. Vol. 8. Istan-
bul, 1993, 433-434,

13 On the military plans of the pasha (he was about to occupy Buda), see Hammer-Purg-
stall, Geschichte, IV. 41-48; Johann Wilhelm Zinkeisen, Geschichte des osmanischen Reiches in
Europa. Vol. 5. Gotha, 1857, 333-335; Téth, A karldcai béke; 29.

14 Recep Ahishali,'Rimi Mehmed Pasa, in TDVIA. Vol. 34. Istanbul, 2007, 449—451; Rifaat
A. Abou-el-Haj,'Ottoman Diplomacy at Karlowitz, Journal of the American Oriental Society 87:4
(1967) 498-512.
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Sutton, English ambassador to Constantinople.”” It was also mentioned by
Michael Talman, secretary at the Habsburg embassy, who became a resident of
Constantinople in April 1704, in a dispatch from Belgrade.'® Because of the
events in Hungary, the Habsburg government was anxious to know what
contacts were being established between the two countries (Rakdczi's state and
the Sublime Porte), but the pasha of Belgrade calmed Talman’s fears by assuring
him that the Ottomans were inclined to comply with the treaty.'” Rékéczi’s
envoys arrived in Ottoman territory at the beginning of September, and may
have been greeted by Grand Vizier Kavanoz Ahmed Pasha (22 August
1703-11 November 1703),'® but Sutton’s dispatch of 18 October states that
they were still staying in Constantinople at that time and were about to win the
support of the new grand vizier with the help of the French envoy. We are

15 Deputys from Rakotzi arrivd at Constantinople on the 6* and found a very favorable reception
from the Ministers of the Port. Dispatch by George Stepney to Charles Hedges, Vienna, 26
September 1703: Ernd Simonyi (ed.), Angol diplomdciai iratok II. Rdkéczi Ferencz kordra. Angol
levéltarakbdl. (Archivam Rékéczianum. II. Rdkdczi Ferencz levéltara. Bel- és kiilfsldi irattdrak-
bél bévitve, I1/1.) Pest, 1871, 36; quoted by Benda, ‘II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 195: note 21; Béka,
‘Charles de Ferriol, 535.

16 Gleich anjezo khombt mir von sicherer hand nachricht, das etliche Hungarn von dem Ragozy
an die Ottomanische Porten geschikht gewesen, alf§ den 7 septembris abends in das tiirkischen landt
angekhomen seyend... Dispatch from Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat [Imperial War
Council]. OStA Kriegsarchiv (KA), Hofkriegsrat (HKR) Acten No. 271. Expedit 1703, cited
by Papp,’A Rékéczi-szabadsdgharc, 796. According to Papp, Talman’s dispatch confirmed that
some (presently unknown) envoys had entered the tetritory of the Ottoman Empire. — On
Talman’s activities, see Janos Szabados, Michael Talman konstantindpolyi Habsburg rezidens
két jelentése az Udvari Haditandcs részére (1705. julius 25. és augusztus 13.), Fons 20:3 (2013)
385-386; Janos Szabados, Hirek Konstantindpolybél 1705 derekdn: A nagypolitika torténései
egy Habsburg diplomata szemiivegén keresztiil, Hadtorténelmi Kozlemények 128:1 (2015) 76;
Hajnalka Téth, “Torok keresked8k nehézségei a kuruc korban — avagy hogyan ne kereskedjiink
Magyarorszdgon a Rikdczi-szabadsigharc idején; Acta Historica 143 (2018) 87—-106.

17 Dispatch from Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat. Belgrade, 24 February 1703: OStA
KA HKR Acten, No. 271. 1703. Expedit; OStA HHStA, Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt.
177.Konw. 1, fols. 127-132; Papp,’A Rikéczi-szabadsigharc, 796. On the question of the iden-
tity of the pasha of Belgrade, see later.

18 On the pasha and his activities, see Abdiilkadir Ozcan, Ahmed Pasa, Kavanoz, in TDVIA.
Suppl. 1. Istanbul, 2016, 49-50.
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unable to confirm this.' We do not know whether Ahmed Pasha showed any
interest in the Hungarian events, but he had no real opportunities to do
anything for the Hungarians or make them any promises. It seemed obvious
to Sutton that the grand vizier would have been willing to help them, but he
also mentioned the pasha’s hesitation and the envoy also claimed to be certain
that the pasha was not going to hold his position for a long time.*

The first period that seemed propitious for Rédkéczi to start developing
relations with the Ottomans — which meant starting negotiations or asking
for actual help — was the grand vizierate of Morali Damad Hasan
Pasha (18 November 1703-28 September 1704), brother-in-law of the
sultan, who was of Morean origin.”’ However, Michael Talman praised
the grand vizier for not being willing to plunge into war?* After
the appointment of Hasan Pasha, a number of changes took place among the
pashas serving in frontier eyalets, for example, in Belgrade,” Temesvar*

19 Robert Sutton to an English under-secretary of state, Constantinople, 18 October 1703:
Simonyi (ed.), Angol diplomdciai iratok, 44—45.

20 Ibid., 45.

21  On the pasha and his activities, see Miinir Aktepe, Hasan Pasa, Damad; in TDVIA. Vol.
16. Istanbul, 1997, 336.

22 On the basis of Michael Talman’s reports dated 3 December 1703 and 9 April 1704; see
Benda, ‘II. Rikéczi Ferenc, 196.

23 According to Benda, on the basis of Michel Talman’s dispatch of 3 December 1703, Ali Pa-
sha in Belgrade was replaced by the pasha from Thessaloniki, who was fostering pro-Habsburg
sentiment. Benda, ‘II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 196. Moreover, in a letter dated 18 October 1703, Rob-
ert Sutton wrote that the pasha of Temegvar became governor-general of Belgrade, and the
pasha of Sofia was sent to Temesgvar. Simonyi (ed.), Angol diplomdciai iratok, 45. These frequent
changes makes the identification of some pashas extremely difficult, because the new pasha may
not have had enough time to take up his position in situ before being removed again. Before be-
ing sent to Belgrade, (Izmirli?) Ali Pasha sent a letter to Vienna on 23 August 1703 to congratu-
late on his appointment, which confirms his own appointment in Belgrade: OStA HHStA
Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt. 176. Konv. 1, fols. 140—141. If he is the person who was men-
tioned by Sutton in his letter, we could conclude that Ali Pasha had previously been the Otto-
man governor of Temegvar. Defterdar Sar1 Mehmed Pasha wrote in respect of the year 1114
(May 1702-May 1703) that it was Ali Pasha originating from Egriboz (Negroponte) who
was appointed to serve in Temegvar: Ziibde-i Vekayidt, 753. Due to these frequent changes,
the two pashas mentioned here are not definitely the same two people; what is more, there
could even have been one more replacement in that period of a few months. Ali Pasha was
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and Bosnia.”® The identity of some of the new governors in the region is very
difficult to trace, but it is certain that in March 1704, Izmirli alias Giimriik¢ii
Ali Pasha was given the title of pasha of Temegvar, which probably also meant
that he was sent back to the Habsburg—Kuruc—Ottoman frontier.*®

dismissed in Belgrade after 18 November 1703 and was sent to Nis; and he was replaced by
Hasan Pasha. Sari Mehmed Pasa, Ziibde-i Vekayiat, 753, 838; cf. Lajos Fekete, A Rakéczi—
Aspremont-levéltdr tordk iratai, Levéltdri Kozlemények 13 (1935) 131. However, we have no
information about whether or not Hasan was in Thessaloniki, but it is sure that he served there
as a pasha in 1708.

24  The identity of the pasha sent to Temegvar is also uncertain. Osman Aga’s Prisoner of
the Infidels made mention of a certain Koca Hiiseyin Pasha, who had been the commander
of the guards in the sultan’s garden. Richard Franz Kreutel and Otto Spies, Der Gefangene
der Giauren: Die Abenteuerlichen Schicksale des Dolmetschers ‘Osman Aga aus Temeschwar, von
ihm selbst erziblt. Graz, Wien, Leiden, 1962, 205; Oszman aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban. Pasdk és
generdlisok kozott. Trans. by Laszl6 J6lesz. Notes and preface by Imre Bankuti. Budapest, 1996,
146. Concerning the year 1116 (May 1704—April 1705), Defterdar Sart Mehmed Pasha wrote
that the pasha of Temegvar was called Vizier Yusuf Pasha, who had just been relocated: Ziibde-i
Vekayidt, 842. As we can see, 2 number of changes took place here as well.

25 Benda concluded from Michael Talman's dispatch of 3 December 1703 that Elgi Tbrahim
Pasha, former ambassador to Vienna, became the governor of the vilayet of Bosnia: Benda, ‘II.
Rakéczi Ferenc, 196. Elgi ibrahim Pasha — former cebecibasi — had arrived in Vienna as the
official ambassador of the Porte in January 1700: Anonim Osmanls Tarihi (1099-1116/1688—
1704). Ed. by Abdiilkadir Ozcan. Ankara, 2000, 138. Upon returning home from Vienna,
Elgi Ibrahim was appointed governor of the vilayet of Temesvar: Sart Mehmed Paga, Ziibde-i
Vekayidt, 681; Ménika F. Molnar, “T4rgyaldsi technikak és hatalmi jitszmdk: A Habsburg és
az Oszmin Birodalom koézdtti hatdr meghtzasa a karlécai békét kdvetden, Szdzadok 140:6
(2006) 1486; Eadem, Az Oszmdn és a Habsburg Birodalom kézétti hatdr kijelolése a karlocai békét
kévetden (1699-1701). PhD Dissertation, Edtvés Lordnd University, 2008, 168, 222, accessed
10 December 2018 (pages according to the pdf version of the work); Kreutel and Spies, Der
Gefangene der Giauren, 205; Oszmdn aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban, 145. After serving as the pasha
of Temesvar, El¢i Ibrahim received the rank of governor-general in Rumelia (Sar1 Mehmed
Paga, Ziibde-i Vekayiat, 753; Kreutel and Spies, Der Gefangene der Giauren, 205; Oszmdan aga,
A gyaurok rabsdgdban, 146); and then he was sent to Bosnia to receive the title of Ottoman
vali after Damad Hasan Pasha’s appointment as the grand vizier: Sart Mehmed Pasa, Ziibde-i
Vekayiat, 838.

26 Sari Mehmed Pasa, Ziibde-i Vekayidt, 841; Fekete,’A Rakdczi—Aspremont-levéltdr, 143:
note 39.
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CONTACTS BETWEEN THE KURUC ARMY
AND THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN THE FIRST YEARS
OF THE RAKOCZI WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

WEe have seen that Rakéczi's envoys arrived in the Ottoman Empire, under
unknown circumstances, in the autumn of 1703. At the beginning of 1704,
Rékéczi also sent Andrds Bay,” who was stopped and sent back by the pasha
of Temesvar.”® Through the good offices of Marquis Chatles de Ferriol, French
ambassador to Constantinople, Janos Szent-Andrasi finally managed to get to
Istanbul in May 1704.” Public sentiment had changed in the Ottoman
government by that time, due above all to the French and Hungarian successes
against the Habsburg Monarchy, and the army was demanding military
intervention. Real war preparations were made in Constantinople in the first
half of the year, and although it was not clear where the war was to be waged,
the Habsburg government had good reason to be afraid of the consequences.*

Grand Vizier Hasan Pasha granted permission for over 2,000 Hungarians
to return to their homeland under the leadership of Miklés Orlay.*! Moreover,
due to the huge number of malcontents in the Ottoman army, especially among

27  On Andris Bay, see Gusztiv Heckenast, Ki kicsoda a Rakéczi-szabadsdgharcban? Budapest,
2005, 50-51.

28 Kélman Thaly (ed.), II. Rakéczi Ferencz leveleskonyvei, levéltdrdnak egykord lajstromaival.
1703-1712. Vol. 1: (1703-1706) (Archivam Rékéczianum, I1. Rakéczi Ferencz levéltara, bel-
és kiilfoldi irattarakbol bdvitve. Elsd osztily: had- és beliigy, 1.) Pest, 1873, 156, 218, 284;
Benda, ‘II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 198. It is difficult to tell from the available sources whether it was
Izmirli Ali Pasha who sent the envoy back to Hungary; this may have happened due to the
replacement of pashas. Michael Talman, in a letter to the Hofkriegsrat sent on 6 March 1704
(OStA HHStA Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt. 176. Konv. 2, fol. 37), wrote that the sultan
had granted a hearing to the two envoys of Rdkéczi on 3 February, which Benda related to the
above mentioned embassy and considered to be false information.

29 Benda, II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 198.

30 Dispatch from Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat, Constantinople, 6 March 1704:
OStA HHStA Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt. 176. Konv. 2, fols. 37-42; Robert Sutton to
an English under-secretary of state. Constantinople, 18 January [1704]: Simonyi (ed.), Angol
diplomdciai iratok, 112—113; Benda, II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 198—200; Vatai, Ut az irrealitisba, 96.
31 Virkonyi Agnes, ‘A Riékoéczi-szabadsigharc kibontakozisa Erdélyben, Szdzadok 88:1
(1954) 44; Benda, ‘II. Rdkéczi Ferenc, 196; Heckenast, Ki kicsoda, 317.
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soldiers on the frontier, he also commanded that the pashas had no right to
prevent soldiers from joining the Hungarians if they refrained from displaying
the Ottoman flag and avoided wearing their turbans.’” This could have meant
8,000—10,0000 new soldiers, but the Porte did not intend to intervene openly.
A messenger sent by the sultan arrived at Rakdczi's camp in Ordas at the
beginning of May to inform Rékéczi that the Porte was willing to let him and
his army cross the border and would also provide military support.’® Louis
Michel, the secretary of Charles Ferriol, who arrived in the region on 25 May,
brought the false or misleading information that there were 10,000 Ottoman
soldiers waiting in readiness on the frontier.’* Rdkdczi was also doubtful about
the help offered by the Ottomans, and he wanted Louis XIV to guarantee that
the Ottoman troops were not going to take control of Hungarian territories.
Furthermore, Rdkéczi was also planning to ask for 4,000 janissary troops and
2,000 sipahi soldiers to be sent to Hungary and Transylvania each and placed
solely under Kuruc command.*® Through Michel, he asked the Porte to recruit
6,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry troops for him and to supply provisions and
ammunition.”® In the end, the only Ottoman help Rikéczi was offered was a
unit of approximately one hundred volunteer soldiers, and no recruitment
took place whatsoever.”” Grand Vizier Hasan Pasha was unwilling to break the
peace and oppose the Habsburgs directly, but under pressure from the military,

32 Dispatch from Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat, Constantinople, 21 April 1704:
OStA HHStA Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt. 176. Konv. 2, fols. 49—80; Michael Talman'’s
report sent to the Hofkriegsrat from Constantinople on 3 June 1704: Ibid., fols. 107-114;
Benda, ‘IL. R4kéczi Ferenc, 199-200, 203; Vatai, Ut az irrealitasba, 97.

33 Benda, II. Rikéczi Ferenc, 202.

34 Benda, II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 202-203; cf. Papp, A Rakéczi-szabadségharc, 801; Vatai, ‘Ut
az irrealitisba, 97.

35 Ferenc Rékdczi to Pal Rdday, 21 May 1704: Kilman Benda et al. (eds.), Rdday Pdl iratai.
Vol. 1. Budapest, 1955, 155; Benda, ‘II. Rakéczi Ferenc, 202-203.

36 Benda, II. Rikéczi Ferenc, 203.

37 Benda, II. Rékéczi Ferenc, 203; cf. Lérinc Pekry to Ferenc Rakéczi, Kiikiilldvar, 14
January 1705: Géza Lampérth, ‘Gréf Pekry Lirinc leveleibl: IT. Rakéczi Ferencz 1704-5-iki
erdélyi hadjiratinak tdrténetéhez, Magyar Torténelmi Tir (1899) 462-463; Géza Dévid,
“Torok és tatir katonak Rakéczi seregében; in Béla Képeczi, Lajos Hopp and Agnes R. Virko-
nyi (eds.), Rdkéczi-tanulmdnyok, Budapest, 1980, 159-167; Istvin Seres, ‘II. Rdkéczi Ferenc
t6rok katonai 1708-ban, Keletkutatds 1996. tavasz, 91-98.
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he kept the option open for a certain time, and he did not want to lose the
possibility of turning the consequences of the events taking place in Hungary
to his own country’s advantage. Finally, on 28 September 1704, he was relieved
of office, and Kalaylikoz Hact Ahmed Pasha took over his duties, but only
for three months (October 1704-25 December 1704). The latter treated
the French envoy in a very hostile manner and did not want to hear about the
matter of Hungary.”® Despite the seemingly favourable diplomatic environment,
Rékéczi did not manage to start official negotiations because of the Ottoman
government'’s limited opportunities and safety-first policy. Although the Porte
saw the advantageous consequences of events in Hungary, they were not ready
to violate the peace treaty they had signed with the Habsburgs.

At the end of 1704, Baltact Mehmed Pasha, who supported the French and
was in favour of war, was appointed as grand vizier of the empire (25 December
1704-3 May 1706).* His nomination seemed to be an important turn for
Rékéczi and the War of Independence, and under his reign, Rdkdczi assembled
the first official group of envoys for a mission to Constantinople under the
leadership of Andris Torok.* Only one, unofficial envoy was actually sent,
however: Ferenc Horvith travelled to the Ottoman Empire in August 1705.
He was followed by Janos Papai, who bore broader authority and was given the
task of concluding an alliance with the Ottomans.*" The Habsburg diplomat
Michael Talman was of course active at the same time, and following the death

of Leopold I on 5 May 1705 and the crowning of Joseph I, Christoph Ignatius

38 George Stepney to Robert Harley, Vienna, 13 December 1704: Simonyi (ed.), Angol
diplomdciai iratok, 592-593; fsmail Hami Danismend, Osmanli Devlet Erkani. fstanbul, 1971,
51; Papp,A Rakéczi-szabadsigharc, 801; Vatai, Ut az irrealitasba) 99.

39  On the change of grand viziers, see the dispatch of Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat,
Constantinople, 24 October 1704: OStA HHStA Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Ke. 176. Konv.
2, fols. 176—181. On the pasha, see Miinir Aktepe, ‘Baltact Mehmed Pasa) in TDVIA. Vol. 5.
Istanbul, 1992, 35-36.

40 Benda, II. Rékdczi Ferenc, 205; Papp,’A Rékéczi-szabadsigharc, 801-802; Vatai, ‘Ut az
irrealitdsba, 99-100. On the instructions for the envoy Andrds Torok, see Benda et al. (eds.),
Rdday Pdl iratai, 135-140.

41  Ferenc Rékdczi to Pal Raday, 29 July 1705: Benda et al. (eds.), Rdday Pdl iratai, 283—
284; Papp, A Rikéczi-szabadsdgharc, 801-805; cf. Ferenc Rdkdczi to the pasha of Temegvar,
Rékdczi's camp in Vic, 11 July 1705: Benda et al. (eds.), Rdday Pdl iratai, 444/3.
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von Quarient und Raal (1706) was sent as envoy extraordinary, in accordance
with diplomatic protocol, in an attempt to renew the peace between the two
empires. This development was indirectly encouraged by the defeat of Rakéczi
and his army at the Battle of Zsib6 on 11 November 1705.

THE TWO ALI PASHAS, DEFENDERS OF TEMESVAR,
AND RAKOCZI’S WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

In the meantime, it was both essential and unavoidable for Rikéczi to establish
contact with the local representatives of the Porte on the Habsburg—Kuruc—
Ottoman frontier. When Rakdczi set out to occupy Szeged in the summer of
1704, he made a direct contact with the then pasha of Temegvar.* Izmirli Ali
Pasha was the head of the vilayet between March 1704 and July 1706.%* Several
documents and letters are known from the time when he held the title of
beylerbeyi: a text by his interpreter, Osman Aga of Temesvar starts with a letter
from Ferenc Rakéczi to Izmirli Ali.* The addressee was in fact Ali Pasha,
although the date written on the letter — 13 Cemazitilahir 1115/24 October
1703 — is wrong. It states that Rakdczi and his army left the Bcska region and
arrived in Szeged, where he started the siege in July 1704, after Ali Pasha’s

42 Robert Sutton’s dispatches also confirm that Rékéczi had negotiated with the represent-
atives of the pashas of Belgrade and Temesvar: Simonyi, Angol diplomdciai iratok, 369, 371,
407. The governor-general of Belgrade at that time was probably Cakirci Hasan Pasha. For the
excerpts of his letters, see Fekete, A Rakdczi—Aspremont-levéltdr, 131-135.

43 Fekete,’A Rikoczi—Aspremont-levéltir, 143: note 39; see also notes 23 and 24 above. On
the sultan’s ordinance addressed to Tzmirli Ali, pasha of Temesvar, see Imre Karicson (ed.),
Torsk—magyar oklevéltdr 1533—1789. Budapest, 1914, 318-325.

44  Friedrich Kornuth and Richard Franz Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas und Generalen.
Bericht des ‘Osman Aga aus Temeschwar iiber die Hohepunkte seines Wirkens als Diwansdol-
metscher und Diplomat. Graz, Wien, Kéln, 1966, 17-19; Oszman aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban,
153-154. The original manuscript of Osman Aga, bearing no title or author’s name, is available
here: Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek (ONB), Mxt. 657. Cf. Gustav Fliigel, Die arabischen,
persischen und tiirkischen Handschriften der Kaiserlich-Koniglichen Hofbibliothek zu Wien. Vol. 2.
Wien, 1865, 276: No. 1078.
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transfer to Temegvar.* Before the letter was written, the Serbian (Hung. rdc)
population living close to Szeged had fled to Muslim territories. Rikéczi asked
the pasha to allow only those who were willing to settle in the Ottoman Empire
to take refuge there. He wished the rest — mainly Serbian hussars and hajdds
(heyducks) — to be banished from the country. Rakdczi expressed his hope of
Ottoman support and military assistance against the Habsburgs (a pasha with
an army of some thousand men and requisite ammunition). The letter and
Rékéczi's message were taken to the pasha of Temesvar by Count Andras
Csidki and Andris Torok.* Two previous letters of Grand Vizier Damad
Hasan Pasha, dated 8 Zilhicce 1115/13 April 1704, also confirm that the
pasha had already forwarded Rakdczi’s letters to the Porte. Moreover, the
pasha had been ordered to inform the Porte about the events taking place in
Hungary and not to provide the messengers sent by Rakdczi to the Ottoman
Empire with the escort customarily due to envoys.*

Ali Pasha’s letters of between June 1704 and 3 April 1706, held in the
archives of the Rikéczi—Aspremont family, also prove that the pasha was very
eager to gather valuable information and send it to Constantinople, as
instructed by the grand viziers.* He was being supportive and reserved at the

45 Rékéczi began his campaign in the Bicska region on 29 June 1704. He occupied the city
of Szeged on 20 July and started the siege of the fortress of Szeged, which he finally abandoned
on 13 August. Kdlmin Benda (ed.), Magyarorszdg torténeti kronolégidja. Vol. 2: 1526—1848.
Budapest, 1982, 533; cf. Kornuth and Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas, 132. (The siege of
Szeged in the Hungarian translation is wrongly dated 2—13 August. Oszmdn aga, A gyaurok
rabsdgdban, 229.) Kreutel explains this mistake by claiming that there had been twenty years
between the writing and the translation of the letters, and Osman Aga must have been neglect-
ful when explaining the Ottoman Turkish abbreviations.

46 Kornuth and Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas, 23; Oszman aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban, 157;
Bénkuti Imre, A kuruc fiiggetlenségi hdbord gazdasdgi problémdi (1703-1711). Budapest, 1991,
244. Following the compilation of the letter, Osman Aga wrote that the pasha let Count Csaki
and one of his servants cross the border in order to reach the Porte. On Andris Csiki and Andras
Torok, see Heckenast, Ki kicsoda, 92, 438—-439,

47  ONB Kodex A.F. 159, Nos. 643, 644; Kornuth and Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas, 133;
Oszman aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban, 229-230.

48 Excerpts of the eleven letters written by {zmirli Ali Pasha, see Fekete, A Rakéczi—Aspre-
mont-levéltir, 143—146. The letters were mainly addressed to Ferenc Rikdczi himself, with
two exceptions: one from the pasha to General Jinos Bottyin and another to a French envoy
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same time, During this time, as we have seen, the Ottoman government was
led for a couple of months by the peace-minded Kalaylikoz Hact Ahmed
Pasha, who was replaced by Baltact Mehmed Pasha in December 1704. Izmirli
Ali Pasha sent short letters of similar content, including forwarded letters and
information, to Sindor Karolyi in the summer of 1705.%*

The collection of Ottoman Turkish letters compiled by Osman Aga of
Temegvar includes some correspondence of Ali Pasha of Temegvar. Because
the manuscripts in the two archives differ in content, I will refer the version in
the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek (ONB) as MS A and the version in
the Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv (OStA
HHStA) as MS B. The collection comprises six letters dated 1705, two of
which — existing only in MS B — are copies of correspondence between Ali
Pasha of Temegvar and General Johann Friedrich von Globitz*® in Szeged,
dated 5 and 14 January 1705.”' Another letter in MS B was written by General
“Bli]lzon” in Arad to Ali Pasha of Temesvar, dated 2 December 1705.5* The
pasha’s reply, dated 4 December 1705, exists in both MS A and B.”> Both
manuscripts also include copies of correspondence between Sindor Kirolyi
and Ali Pasha of Temegvar, dated by the aga to 24 and 27 December 1705.5

The knowledge that has accrued concerning the letters between Ali Pasha
and General Globitz and the undated report related to them seems to bear out
the dating, but they contain no further information about the time of the

staying with Rékdczi. Lérinc Pekry wrote about the benevolence of Ali Pasha to Prince Rékéczi.
Kiikiill8var, 14 January 1705: Lampérth, ‘Grof Pekry Lorinc, 462—463.

49 The Hungarian National Archives of the National Archives of Hungary (MNL OL) P
398. The Archives of the Kdrolyi family, Missiles, Nos. 76 282, 76 283, 76 284. The German
versions of the letters translated by Osman Aga of Temesvar were sent to the Archives togeth-
er with the Ottoman Turkish originals. Today, the letters are also available with Hungarian
excerpts prepared by Ignic Kuanos. L8rinc Pekry wrote about the letters sent by the pasha of
Temegvar in his letter of 14 January 1705: Lampérth, ‘Gréf Pekry Lérinc, 462.

50 On Johann Friedrich von Globizt, see Heckenast, Ki kicsoda, 160.

51 OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No. 125, fols. 28¢—29r, 29r—30v.

52 Ibid., fols. 32r—34v.

53 Ibid., fols. 34v—37r; ONB Mxt. 175, fols. 12r—14r.

54 OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No. 125, fols. 37r—38v, 39r—41v;
ONB Mxt. 175, fols. 14v—15v, 15v—17v. In MS B, the day of the week is not indicated in the
date of Kiérolyi's letter.
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conflict they describe. The dates in January 1705 fit with the terms of service
of both Izmirli Ali Pasha and General Globitz. The Pasha complained that
Serbian hajdis in the regions of Csandd and Kanizsa had harassed some
merchants who were subjects of the sultan. The pasha sent Osman Aga to
Szeged to investigate the case, search for the culprits, carry out their punishment
and effect the return of the stolen goods; Globitz sent Popovis® to Temegvar.*®

However, there must have been some mistakes in identifying the persons,
dates and content of the correspondence between the “general of Arad” and “Ali
Pasha”. If the person referred to as Ali Pasha was Izmirli Ali Pasha, then the
identification of the general of Arad — Arad ceneralt B[i]lzon — as Eduard
(Johann) Wilson is problematic, because he is known to have arrived in Arad
only in June 1707.%” The writers of both letters mentioned that Arad was being
besieged by the Hungarian (Kuruc) troops at the time of writing, and if we
suppose that the letters did not refer merely to some minor clashes around
Arad, then they must originally have been dated July 1707,® suggesting that
the identity of Wilson might be correct and the dates incorrect. If the letters
were indeed written during the summer of 1707, the pasha of Temegvar they
mention should be identified not as Izmirli Ali but as Karayilanoglu/Kara-
Aylanoglu Ali Pasha, who was the Ottoman governor-general of Temegvar
between 15 July 1706 and October 1708,*° during a different period of Kuruc—
Ottoman relations.

55  Probably Jinos Tokéli-Popovics, the Serbian captain-general of Arad. Heckenast, Ki ki-
csoda, 437.

56 Report by Osman Aga: OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No. 125, fols.
31r—32v; cf. Lampérth, ‘Grof Pekry Lérinc, 462: at the beginning of January 1705, the pasha of
Temesvar complained about the damage caused by the Kuruc soldiers.

57 Kéilman Mészdros and Istvin Seres were of great help to me in identifying Eduard
(Johann) Wilson, for which I would like to thank them. On Wilson, see Heckenast, Ki kicsoda,
457-458.

58 Sandor Kirolyi began the siege of Arad on 5 July 1707 and abandoned it on 25 July.
Benda, Magyarorszdg torténeti kronolégidja, 542.

59 Fekete, A Rakéczi—Aspremont-levéltir, 146—147: note 44. Kreutel and Spies, Der Ge-
fangene der Giauren, 207; Oszmdin aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban, 147, Ali Pasha later replaced El¢i
ibrahim Pasha, the governor of Belgrade, who died in October 1708. Fekete, A Rakéczi—Aspre-
mont-levéltir, 146: note 44; Dispatch by Dietrich Nehem to the Hofkriegsrat, St Petersburg, 5
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Before the second Ali Pasha replaced the first, the time when Jinos Pipai’s
submission was finally to have been discussed in the imperial council of the
Ottoman Empire,® yet another new grand vizier was appointed: Baltaci
Mehmed Pasha was replaced by Damad Corlulu Ali Pasha (3 May 1706-15
June 1710).°" This deprived Rékéczi’s representatives of any chance to be
welcomed as his official envoys at the Porte. Letters by Karayilanoglu Ali Pasha
of Temegvar dated between 19 September 1706 and June 1708, kept in the
archives of the Rakdczi—Aspremont family, mention the importance of keeping
good relations with the neighbouring countries and complain about the Kuruc
soldiers who harassed and robbed the sultan’s subjects and merchants, stole
their animals or did not pay for goods.®* The same issues recur in the letters he
sent to Siandor Kérolyi between February and November 1708. As Rakéczi’s
diplomatic position with respect to the Ottoman Empire worsened, Ottoman
complaints became more frequent. This was due to the military events on the
Habsburg—Kuruc side of the frontier and abuses by both parties. Although
the Treaty of Karlowitz signed in 1699 allowed merchants of the Ottoman
Empire to trade in territories of the Habsburg Monarchy,* and the Ottomans
believed that Rikéczi would honour his promise to prevent his soldiers from

October 1708: OStA HHStA Tiirkei I. Kt. 178. Konv. 3, fol. 59; Dispatch by Dietrich Nehem
to the Hofkriegsrat, St Petersburg, 11 January 1709: Ibid., Konv. 4, fol. 23.

60 Janos Pipai arrived in Constantinople in November 1705 but was able to hand in his
propositions to the Porte only on 23 January 1706; they remained unanswered for a long time.
Benda et al., Rdday Pdl iratai, 503; Kélman Benda (ed.), Pdpai Janos torokorszdgi napléi. Buda-
pest, 1963, 73, 110-113, 130; Dispatch by Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat, Constantino-
ple, 23 March 1706: OStA HHStA Staatenabteilungen, Tiirkei I. Kt. 177. Konv. 2, fols. 2-3;
Dispatch by Michael Talman to the Hofkriegsrat, Constantinople, 23 April 1706: Ibid., fols.
4-6; Papp,’A Rékdczi-szabadsigharc, 808; Vatai, "Ut az irrealitasba) 103.

61 On the pasha, see Miinir Aktepe, ‘Corlulu Ali Pasa, in TDVIA. Vol. 8. Istanbul, 1993,
370-371.

62 Fekete,’A Rikéczi—Aspremont-levéltir, 146-148.

63 MNL OL P 398. The Archives of the Kirolyi family, Missiles, Nos. 76 289, 76 290,
76291,76 292,76 293 and 76 296. The latter document, written in German, is undated but has
the same content as a letter from the pasha to Rdkdczi that Fekete, in his summarized version,
dated to before 15 November 1708: Fekete,’A Rikéczi—Aspremont-levéltir, 147.

64 On article 14 of the Treaty of Karlowitz, see Muahedat Mecmuast, 99.
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harming Muslim merchants,® circumstances had changed, and merchants
faced considerable risks in continuing their activities in the war-stricken areas.
In most cases, they accepted these risks in the hope of making huge profits, but
the situation led to a number of conflicts between the Ottomans and both the
Kuruc® and Habsburg armies concerning merchants on every side. The pashas
of the frontier lands were reluctant to violate the terms of the treaty, but did so
in certain cases. For example, after two years of diplomatic procrastination
following the raid on the town of Kecskemét on 3 April 1707, El¢i Ibrahim
Pasha marched his troops to the border in an attempt, with the support of the
Kuruc army, to threaten the Habsburgs.”” Furthermore, good relations with
the Kuruc forces also served the interests of their merchants and soldiers, so
that to a certain extent, local policies were likely to deviate from the official
position of the Porte.

The correspondence between Ali Pasha and General Wilson dated July
1707 can be considered as one of the aforementioned letters sent by
Karayilanoglu Ali Pasha.®® After describing the state of siege in Arad, the
general, citing the treaty between the two emperors, asked the pasha to protect
the Habsburg subjects who had fled the region of Arad and taken their animals
and all their personal goods and chattels to the Ottoman Empire. He also
complained that there were Ottoman soldiers fighting in the Kuruc army on
the frontier and that runaway Kuruc soldiers were given help by the Ottomans.
In his reply, Ali Pasha assured Wilson that no harm would come to any
Habsburg subject seeking refuge in the Ottoman Empire and that he had

65 Kornuth and Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas, 50—51; Oszmén aga, A gyaurok rabsdgdban,
174-175. Rékdczi restricted the movement of merchants, enabling them to travel only as far as
Kecskemét and Debrecen. Rdkéczi to Hasan Pasha of Belgrade, Kistapolcsany, 10 May 1706:
Benda et al. (eds.), Rdday Pdl iratai, 573-574; cf. Fekete, A Rakéczi—Aspremont-levéltir,
134; Rékéczi's instructions for Gspar Pipai, envoy, who was sent to Izmirli Ali, the pasha of
Temesvar: Benda et al. (eds.), Rdday Pdl iratai, 624, 626.

66 Istvan Seres, A sarkadi bajdik (unpublished manuscript).

67  Serbian hajdis and hussars in service to the Habsburgs attacked the town and robbed and
killed fifty-five Muslim and Greek merchants. On the diplomatic settlement of the conflict, see
Téth, Torok kereskedsk, 87—106.

68 OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No. 125, fols. 32r—34v, 34v—37r, and
ONB Mxt. 175, fols. 12r—14r.

475



HAJNALKA TOTH

ordered the officers on the frontier to respect this rule. He also claimed to be
unaware that anyone had helped the Hungarians on the Ottoman side, but he
was willing to look into the matter and was ready to arrest and punish anyone
violating the peace treaty. He also explained that each and every person crossing
the border was questioned, a maximum of three or four people were able to
cross the frontier at once, and no soldiers or merchants were allowed to join the
Kuruc campaign. The reply thus gave the Habsburg general ample and
reassuring information.”

In the both of Osman Aga’s compilations, these letters are followed by
correspondence between Sindor Kirolyi and Ali Pasha of Temegvar.”® He
dated this correspondence to 1705, but its content is closely related to the
topics discussed by General Wilson and Karayilanoglu Ali Pasha. The originals
were written during the siege of Arad. One of Karolyi's letters reveals that the
siege had begun the day before (...tarih-i mektubdan bir giin evvel Arad kalesi
altma geliib kaleyi mubasara ediib...). The Kuruc general mentioned soldiers in
service to the Habsburgs — Serbian hajdds and those of other nationalities —
fleeing the advancing Kuruc army and taking their animals and personal goods
and chattels into Ottoman territories. He asked Ali Pasha to order such people
to be turned back from the border and wanted him to refuse them any help.
This is the same issue — this time from the Kuruc perspective — discussed in
the correspondence between General Wilson and the pasha, suggesting that
these letters were written in the summer of 1707 and Osman Aga was mistaken
about the dates. In his reply to Kérolyi, the pasha gave a lengthy explanation of
the terms of peace between the two emperors, and wrote that the Serbians (Sirf
reayalart) in the Arad region were allowed to graze their animals on land on the
Ottoman side of the border. The pasha did not know about any armed hajdds
who were crossing the Ottoman border and attacking Kuruc soldiers, and he
claimed that no armed people were allowed to cross the frontier, but he was
willing to look into the matter. Additionally, he stated that as long as peace

69  Although the Habsburg generals on the frontier were on good terms with Karayilanoglu
Ali Pasha, they had difliculties with Ali Pasha of Belgrade during the final settlement of the
conflict because of the attack on Kecskemét in 1707. Téth, Torok kereskeddk, 103—105.

70 OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No. 125, fols. 37r—38v, 39r—41v;
ONB Mxt. 175, fols. 14v—17v.
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prevailed between the two empires, merchants holding a permit issued by the
Habsburg emperor were going to cross the border whenever they wished, but
if the Kuruc forces occupied Arad, they would need to make a treaty with their
Ottoman neighbours as well.

The pashas must have had good reason to state the importance of complying
with the Treaty of Karlowitz and to continually emphasize the neutrality of
the Ottoman Empire. Izmirli Ali Pasha did so in April 1706, when he denied
Rékéczi’s request to stop the Habsburgs sending money across the border, on
the grounds that both parties were providing asylum in the Ottoman
territories.” We find the same in Zwischen Paschas und Generalen.” The idea
appears again — although possibly as dissemblance — in the aga’s report, written
at the time of the Kuruc army’s siege of Arad, on the issues mentioned in the
correspondence given in the Appendix.”? During the siege of Arad, General
Wilson and Sindor Kérolyi both had envoys in Temesgvar. These two captains
were separated from each other, but the Kuruc envoy, who was called Krist6f
Stevszel (Isteg[e]l),” dropped in unexpectedly just as the Habsburg captain
was in the middle of railing against the Hungarians. The two envoys got into
an altercation in German, and were almost at each other’s throats. When, in
the heat of the debate, the German envoy said that the Hungarians were soon
going to learn to show obedience to the emperor, Stedszel replied that they
would rather submit to the sultan than to the Habsburgs. Meanwhile, the
Ottomans, to avoid a major diplomatic conflict, emphasized their neutrality, or
at least this was narrated by the aga: Isbu mahall ve bu kale siziin iciin muaf bir
sehirdiir bunda dostyane”™ olmak lazimdur miicadele ve mubarebe ve mukatele
bundan olmaz heman birbiriniiz ile ekl siirb ediib ays [u] isret eylemeliisiz (“this
city and palace are free for you, therefore you have to be on good terms here,

71 Fekete,’A Rikéczi—Aspremont-levéltir, 145,

72  Kornuth and Kreutel (eds.), Zwischen Paschas, 48—49; Oszmdn aga, A gyaurok rabsdgd-
ban, 173.

73 ONB Mxt. 175, fols. 17v—19v; OStA HHStA Konsularakademie, Kt. 9. OHSch, No.
125, fols. 42r—43v.

74  Istvin Seres and Kalmdn Mészdros were of great help to me in identifying Krist6f Stedszl,
for which I would like to thank them. On Kristéf Stedszel, see Heckenast, Ki kicsoda, 393.

75  Correctly: dostane.
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there is no quarrel, war or fight in this place, you have to eat, drink and entertain
here in the company of one another”).”

Whatever sympathies the pashas may have held for the Kuruc cause, they
were not willing to go beyond their bounds. The activities of the two Ali Pashas
of Temesvar reflect that of the government in Constantinople, appearing to
support the aims of the Kuruc army when it was in their own interests, but
ruling out any violation of the Treaty of Karlowitz.

APPENDIX

THE REPORT OF OsMAN AGA oF TEMESVAR [JuLy 1707]

KiTaB-i IN§A. ONB WiEN, MXT. 175, FOLS. I7V—19V.

(17v] Vakt-i mezburda Arad kalesi Macar tarafindan mubasara oldukda | gerek
ceneral Bli]lzon’” ve Karoli’ ceneralun taraflarindan gelen

(18r] ademleriniin takrirlerin beyan eder | zikr olunan vakitde Macar tarafindan
balada tabrir olunan Istec[e]l” | nam argutan® Karoli Sandor ceneralun tarafindan
mektubla | ve lisanen baz-i miisaadeler taleb ediib kalemiizde miisaferetde | iken
Arad ceneralt Bli]lzon tarafindan dahi mektubla ve lisanen | baz-i kelimatlar ile
bir bayrak kethiidast Nemge zabit: geliib ani-dabi | bir yere kondurub her birini
baska baska pasa hazretlerine | bulusdurub mektublarn terciime edib mefbum
bilditkde | matlublar: birbiriniin aksi olub Macar cenerals taleb etdiigi | Nemgeye
miisaade olunmayub hudud-i islamiyye gecemeyiib | kabul olunmaya Nem¢eniin
istediigi budur-ki kurus taifesi casartmuzun | reayalarmdan asi olub sahib-i fesad
yaramazlarindan olmagla ba-kaid bu defa | fiirce bulub bu tarafa gelmislerdiir-ki
iki padisah-i azimiis-san beyninde

(18v] vaki olan sulb[a] mugaywr bir isde bulunub bir takrib ile devlet-i | aliyeyi
tahrik edebilelerdi amma Nemgeniin cevabinda Macar taifesi | bu vechle nice defa
fetret ediib ba-husus Erdel voyvodast | Ferenc Rakoi gibi ve sairleri nice defa fetret

76 ONB Mxt. 175, fol. 18v.

77  Eduard (Johann) Wilson.

78 Sandor Kirolyi.

79  ‘Iste¢[e]l: Krist6f Stedszel.

80 Argutan: the distorted form of the German word Adjutant.
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ediib | bir kag eyyam tugyan iizere olduklarmdan sonra kendiileri pesiman | ve
krallarindan eman taleb ediib verildiikde maiyetleri her kim ise | sonra yalniz
actkda kalub baslarma is digmiisdir bu dabi | bir sel suyt gibi geliib gecer Macar
sozine itimad eyleyen daim aldanub | pesiman olmisdur zira mesfurlar kendi ecnas
vekilleri | birbirlerinden bi-ayn[?] olmayub her biri abarm zevalin taleb ederler |
olmaya ki mesfurlarn laf [u] giizafina ina[n]mayasiz deyit bu musahib ile | hatta
Nemge kapudant oyle taammda soframuzda iken Istec[e]l | kapudan na-gehan
kapudan icerii girib bi-tekelliif asinalik

(191] ederek yanumuzda oturdukda amma Nemce kapudant mezburt gorince |
dte gayrt gune olub ol dahi Nemceyi goriince adavet tamarlart | hareket ediib
birbirlerine nice na-yazan bakislart ile nazar | edib sofrada oturub yedikleri belki
ikisiniin | dahi balkumlarmdan gegmez idi iste Istec[e]l kapudan an | asil Nemgelii
olub geregi gibi Nemce lisanin soylerdi durmayub | birbirlerine kinayetler soylemege
baslayub adavetlerin izhar | edince biz dabi tefekkiir edib bunlar giderek ziyade
miicadeleye | ve gavgaya bais olurlar deyii kendiilere istimalet veriib | demis idik-
ki isbu maball ve bu kale siziin iciin muaf | bir sebirdir bunda dostyane® olmak
lazimdur miicadele | ve mubarebe ve mukatele bundan olmaz heman birbiriniiz ile
ekl | siirb editb ays [u] isret eylemeliisiz bundan ¢ikub

(19v] hududunuza vardukda beyniniizde her ne gune uzlasirsimz | siz bilirsiz
diyerek amma mezburlar ikisi dabi birbiri | dizerine sol mertebe adavet izhar
eylemisler idi-ki | Nemg¢e kapudam dediikde biziim ¢asarimuz siziin kurben bir
gune | itaat gotiriir-ki siz kendiiniiz kiyas etmeyesiz ne zubur eder | dediikde
Macar kapudant cevabinda biziim abvalimiiz bir perdeye | gelmisdiir ki fi-ma-bad
Nemgeye itaat iizere olmakdan ise | devlet-i aliye tarafindan ciiz-i padisabt kabul
eylemek | irtikab etmigizdiir Nemge biikiimetinde zabit olmakdan osmanluya reaya
olmak efzal deyiib bu gune musabebetden sonra | her biri konaklarina ve pasa
tarafindan lazim olan mektub | cevablart ile sair miihimmatlar tedarik olunub
geldiikleri maballe | irsal olunmisdur.

81 Correctly: dostane.

479



