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Judit Palmai

"I WILL BLESS THE HOMES IN WHICH THE IMAGE OF
MY SACRED HEART SHALL BE EXPOSED AND
HONORED."

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF FAMILIES IN THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY TEXTBOOKS

The present paper introduces part of the PhD research of the author and studies
primarily the religious education of families as presented in the catholic
schoolbooks of the era between the two World Wars. The research method was
the complexity of content- and document analysis, enabling simultaneously the
qualitative and quantitative analysis of the given topic. The present paper
however discusses only the qualitative results obtained during content analysis.
The units of analysis were the words and pictures in the schoolbooks.

In the religious education of the period we can often come across with
praying and going to church together, which increases the feeling of belonging
among the family members, and leisure time spent with praying contributes to
deepening relationships and recreation.

In publications issued between the two World Wars the religious
education of families largely connected to the religious holidays of the era, and
these holidays were perfect occasions for nurturing family relationships.
Nurturing family relationship was a central issue for the Hungarian population,
the society at that time used all means of stabilizing it. The holidays and the
accompanied visits of relatives formed significant proportion of leisure time.
Family reunions related to the big turning points of life (christening, marriage,
funeral), the solemnity of which was largely dependent on financial status, but
these were always celebrated. Good occasions for visiting family members were
the three big religious holidays, Christmas, Easter and Whit’s Day, as well as the
fiesta, the multi-day fairs and the pig-killing. Respect for the big religious
holidays is deeply rooted in every Christian man. At that time even
never visit the church will go. The host treated th ing I
accommodation for them. It was a capital o
their relatives or acquaintances.! Sor
- Earlier holidays meant the religious
feasts required customs and behaviour d
forbidden, visiting the church and const
these happy days. Sunday was also a holid
weekdays in terms of clothing, eating and be
customs had serious consequences®. Wi
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onsequences in the studied s('hnnlhooks, for exa
t(\(\)::\f(l(ll]l]llt]lll((: in the villngv did nm' respect an.d f()“(r)nwelg ;Jl;ere Wag
so they were openly rcp_rl!lmndvd in th.c reading club of he
the most important religious and national holidays i h
but the most frequently Christmas and the rely
a second most frequent item, Mothers’ (Barents’) Day show wer,
were the main actors in autumn and winter holida s, h?ldu
were given more opportunity during the Spring and sy €
The celebration of name days was traditionally
saints. This time the family did not invite guests, byt
relatives, friends and acquamtance§ to visit and say Hg
celebrated person. Celebration of bu‘thda}_'s became wid
the beginning of the 20th century, as a civic custom, yitf &
Nobles and peasant families have also celebrated grape hapy, "5
with inviting guestss.
From the beginning of the 20th century the
transformed, became narrower, the intensity of keeping contacs
and space gained more emphasis. Accordingly, relatives Jiy ct
another keep in touch, while those living far away meet Iesg
traditional peasant farms disappeared, there was Jess help in
the relatives, but support in taking care of children ang ld
there® (Tatrai, 1990). Family relationships aideq indi
integration, but these relationships started to dissolve and
were supressed since the 20th century. As an effect indivi
to the periphery, showing a weakening social integration,

Ppy N
€Spreaq i,

Religious education

Catholic and very religious parents were depicted
family”. The married couple gets up early in the m
In their prayer they thank God for protecting ther
from the story, that the couple has seven children
at them wondering how they will feed and ¢
~ father consoles her, hence, the children

mlltake
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tamily does not lack anything. ,Who starts his/her work with God, usually does
it well.” - finishes the writer the story®,

In our next story we come across with a religious family again, and we
engage with the story during their morning wake up. The children jumped out of
bed, dressed up, Leslie had even washed his face by the time their parents came
to see them. They went together to kneel in front of the family’s cross and
started to say their morning prayer together: , The first thought of my heart ...”s,

10

Families observed in the studied course books pray not only in the morning
during eating together as well. This is illustrated by the story of the T
amily. In this family before eating the father drew the cross in the :
“calloused hand”, the children stood up and started to pray toj
trustinyou, God .."n : e TR S e

8 Mécsy Antal, Petrovacz Jészef and Walter

mdsodik osztalya szamara (Second textbook
Szent Istvan-Tarsulat, Budapest, 1925.8-9.
¢ Nagy T. Perpetua (compilation.):
masodik osztdlya szaméra (Bunch ol
Catholic Elementary schools). Szent
' Nagy T. Perpetua ?ﬁetﬂboﬁréta, ‘




)/ - / r

i a religious family appear also in the ng
%156 ;g;;ngl Pélll;aen;:rear?til homg}.' The family, after they have
supper, washed up and were getting 1:eady for bed. Howeve:,, bef@r
sleep the parents entered the children’s room and they told the evenin
togeﬂ’aer. Then the father stroked, and the mqther wrapped them
sometimes they told a tale to them. When leaving the room the 4
tiptoe, looked back at their children, and said a last prayer for
conclusion of the story is: “family life is very beautiful, No one has
the world than the children loved by their parents!”1s i

In an other story we see the family |

dawn, When the clock rings, eshly
Leslie stays in bed. Though he asked his parents the day befor

¢ would like to go to the Rorate. His father jokes aly

1om ( ses Leslie gently, who wakes up .
im up so early, jumps out of bed, T
sem&this sacrifice” ~ t
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was the day when Jesus suffered and died for the sins of mankind, and we have
to return such sacrifice. However, it is a m_nch smaller sacrifice, we refuse

then while eating lunch something interesting happened. Lentil soup was for
lanch which Leslie didn't reaﬂ)'like,butheateaﬂwithoutgyinganymm
secondconrse“aspastawﬂh poppyseed,Eve’sfavomitc,bﬂtdlecﬁdm)tm
twice. ]ldikochoseasmﬂerapplefmmthebowl,andlimy"
bmnghtesa}thjngneeded.;ﬂl 'wantedtomakzthesuﬁaingmhw
this way 5.
'Inthestoryofthe‘devoutfzthet’wecantﬁndabmthnwﬂlcfaﬂlﬁ
wemmthemmdowindlemomingmthhisson.ﬂlesnnhasjuﬁfnm.'ﬁe
faﬂlermokoﬁhishatbokeduptheskyandsﬂaﬂymmmralsomdhing.nﬁs
madetheboywanderandaskedh'sfather,whyhetmkofhishatmﬂMm
hemummring-mefnthermld,thatwhmeverhesawﬂlesmt'se,hewﬂf
GaLandofaﬂthebeanﬁessunoundinghhnamalbyﬂ:elmﬂ.Aﬁavﬁ’s
toudlmgrevelatlontheboym]dhlsfaﬂlerwnhtemsmhsey&thﬁthahi
loved God®. The story is importani in terms of contemporary religious %

Shmmﬁ,hﬁakoﬁaﬂedmptayuponharing Sut w
xifitwaswmptﬂsory?—putforwatdﬁleauﬂwrthe“ €
o 1 the e fin
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home. The boy was eagerly waiting for his father, but pe cam
Before dinner the father had some time and informed him ha % ;’Inly very
the parish was. ,Me, your mom, your siblings are a]| Roman Cat%% ]}’ abo“twbai ]
many Roman Catholic families living in the village.” 165, Th i
Roman Catholic parish. There are villages, where several religiong oo |
we can find several different ecclesiae. The parish hag leaders itsﬁ , gl
vicar, who is appointed by the bishop. The father was ta]ﬁ éad IS the
difference between the mother church and the affiliation church alglda out
tasks of the chaplain, the cantor and the church Janitor, Thep the,iss uealfwt‘“
tax was also discussed, which tax is paid by the Catholic Citizens of thi 5
saying: “who loves the religion pays the parish tax willingly, becayse po;
knows, everything done for his/her religion is done for the glory of God™s.

Eve, in an other story,
not really a good writer. Her r.
herself while crying: “T will g

was working on her homework. Tho
ows were slant, the letters were confused
et a bad mark tomorrow! I do know
made a big “splotch” to her exercise book, which her mother
remove. The mother saw how difficult it was to create the
suggested to go together to that person
mother led Eve to the family altar, w
pearl letters of her father:
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In the next story little Fye is preparing for the first communion, There is
only one day left, but she can hardly wait for the “Ascension Day”, The little girl
thinks a lot about the feeling when, through the sacrament of the communion,
“little Jesus” will take place in her heart too, Itis true, that she has siblings and
friends too, whom she can be together with, but “little Jesus is different, he is
more than all friends or all siblings”, One more day and the first Communion
comes, They are sitting together with her mom in the room and they are talking
about tomorrow’s long-awaited moment, sometimes they sang a song, for
example the one starting as “oh, blessed holy God in the holy Eucharist”, which
I8 Eve's favourite, Mdiko, the sister of live, is listening to them from a distance,
finally leaves her doll and snuggles next to her mother, “searching for the reason
behind Eve's shining eﬁ;”ﬂs.

~Beside the mother, the godmother also turns up during the religious
imtic« At the celebration of Candlemas, the godn ier asked Elisabeth to

oin her to the holy mass, Elisabeth flew in joy to the arms of her godmother, On
the way they talked about the celebration that day, Elisabeth reported that it was
the day of Candlemag Annunciation, when people cele ent '
Virgin Mother presented Jesus in the te
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use of the Lord, crosses oneself with holy water, he
?!?: :vea; of declaring oneself Christian. Ai;ter the crossinga ‘lllse S% gy,
place without looking everywhere, hence “the one who wang ¢, Boes % :
his/her good heart”. It becomes clear, that laughing angd talking iee, Can g
a sin. The above child however knows the proper behavigy, andn the o
sees her commends this God-fearing child, and this example settineverym
why “God, her teacher and her parents” love her, 8 behy
There is a story “recruiting” for and calling attention t, pridkil
story a little boy imagines that he is a priest. The children i . :
yard of farmer Bodor. But one broths.r, Steve, was not with thep, ﬁ:ym
in the cellar playing an other game. “He built an altar from g sy ktum
up a cross from corn stalk and placed it on the tub”. He took the hel

neck of their young horse, rang it and the mass could begin Hxs

watched him and were very happy about God touching their sops g,
‘studied hard in the elementary, then in secondary school. “The chyrey
~ altar were everything to him”. When he finished secondary schoo] hg
 gave their consent for him to become a priest, as they had two more g

- John Joseph, who could cultivate the land. This way Stephen ¢

and
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