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African diaspora in Central and Eastern Europe

The focus on African diaspora in Russia as well as the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland and Slovakia needs to be sharpened

The neglected Africans of    
SRVW�FRPPXQLVW�(XURSH
István Tarrósy

T KH� QHZ� UHDOLWLHV� RI� RXU� JOREDOLVHG� ZRUOG� KDYH� GLUHFW� H̆HFWV� RQ�
international migration – especially when it comes to the challenges of 
&29,'�����0LJUDWLRQ�LV�WUXO\�D�SURIRXQG�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�FRQWH[W��

and movement has become accelerated and diverse. As international political 
HFRQRPLVW� 3URI��0RMXEDROX�2OXIXQNH�2NRPH� VD\V�� ³$IULFDQ� LPPLJUDQWV� DUH�
now part of the transnational communities that can be found in virtually all 
UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�´

7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�SUHVHQW�DFURVV�SRVW�6RYLHW�VSDFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
SRVW�FRPPXQLVW� &HQWUDO� (XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV�� ,� FDQQRW� DJUHH� PRUH� ZLWK�
5XVVLDQ� DQWKURSRORJLVW� 'PLWUL� %RQGDUHQNR�� ZKR� VDLG� WKDW� ³ZLWKRXW� WDNLQJ�
PLJUDWLRQV� WR� 5XVVLD� �DQG� WR� WKH� SRVW�FRPPXQLVW� FRXQWULHV� RI� &HQWUDO� DQG�
Eastern Europe) into serious account, any research on global African migration 
processes and their consequences at the European (or wider) level would be... 
LQFRPSOHWH�DQG�LPSHUIHFW´�

Yet African communities living in Central and Eastern Europe are often 
neglected in studies of global African diaspora (people, usually of African 
descent, residing outside Africa or within Africa in countries other than their 
own). Both the literature and foreign policies in the former communist Eastern 
Bloc hardly ever mention the diaspora.

These diaspora communities are an important part of understanding 
transnational interaction, and connections with the motherland. The 
SRWHQWLDO�RI�$IULFDQ�GLDVSRUD�LQ�WKH�9LVHJUDG�)RXU��9���FRXQWULHV�±�WKH�&]HFK�
5HSXEOLF��+XQJDU\�� 3RODQG� DQG� 6ORYDNLD� ±� QHHGV� WR� EHFRPH� D� SDUW� RI� WKH�
overall discussion.

And today, this is even more relevant, as more people migrate towards 
WKH� (XURSHDQ� 8QLRQ� �(8�� YLD� WKH� 6HUELDQ�+XQJDULDQ� ERUGHU� UHJLRQ�� DQG�
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The neglected Africans of post-communist Europe

9�� SROLFLHV�PDGH� WKHLU� FLWL]HQV�PRUH� VNHSWLFDO� DQG� LQWROHUDQW� RI� RWKHUV� ±�
including Africans.

The importance of research on African communities across Central and 
(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��DV�ZHOO�DV�SUHVHQW�GD\�5XVVLD��FDQQRW�EH�GHQLHG��7KLV�VKRXOG�
LQFOXGH� UHRSHQLQJ� GLSORPDWLF� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�� RUJDQLVLQJ� KLJK�OHYHO� VWDWH�
visits, revitalising university scholarship programmes, fostering technology 
transfers, investment schemes and developmental aid. 
Back to Africa

Following the change of the political systems that swept across the region of 
WKH�IRUPHU�6RYLHW�%ORF�WRZDUG�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�����V��H[�VDWHOOLWH�VWDWHV¶�IRUHLJQ�
policies were mostly directed towards the EU and the North Atlantic Treaty 
2UJDQLVDWLRQ��1$72���7KH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��+XQJDU\�DQG�3RODQG�MRLQHG�1$72�
LQ�������ZLWK�6ORYDNLD��WKH�9��FRXQWULHV��DQG�VL[�IURP�WKH�H[�FRPPXQLVW�FDPS��

IROORZLQJ�LQ�������$OPRVW�WKH�HQWLUH�
SRVW�(DVWHUQ� %ORF� NHSW� HFKRLQJ� WKH�
VORJDQ� ³%DFN� WR� (XURSH´�� VKRZLQJ�
a longing for the community of the 
West.

Nearly a decade later, all these 
FRXQWULHV�EHJDQ�WR�WDON�DERXW�DGDSWLQJ�

their foreign policies to the new realities across the world. New foreign policy 
FKDSWHUV�ZHUH�IRUPXODWHG��DQG�DQRWKHU�VORJDQ�HPHUJHG��³%DFN�WR�$IULFD´�

:KLOH� WKH� QHZ�5XVVLD�� LQ� LWV� ¿UVW� \HDUV� RI� H[LVWHQFH� DIWHU� WKH� FROODSVH� RI�
the Soviet Union, marginally considered African partnerships, it now fosters 
pragmatic foreign policies with African regions and states – as has every 
FRXQWU\� RI� WKH� H[�FRPPXQLVW� %ORF� VLQFH� ������ $OWKRXJK� 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�
connections with northern African countries prevail, increased attention is 
SDLG�WR�VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�

7RGD\��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�KDV����HPEDVVLHV�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW��HLJKW�LQ�VXE�
6DKDUDQ�$IULFD���+XQJDU\�KDV�����VL[�VXE�6DKDUDQ���3RODQG�DOVR�KDV�����VHYHQ�
VXE�6DKDUDQ���DQG�6ORYDNLD�KDV�VL[��IRXU�VXE�6DKDUDQ��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�HPEDVVLHV��KRQRUDU\�FRQVXOV��WUDGH�DWWDFKpV�DQG�WUDYHOOLQJ�
ambassadors were also dispatched.

3ROLFLHV� DOVR� UHÀHFW� LQFUHDVLQJ� &HQWUDO� (XURSHDQ�$IULFDQ� HQJDJHPHQWV��
,Q�-XO\�������WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�SXEOLVKHG�D�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�FRQFHSW�ZLWK�D�
SUDJPDWLF�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�DOO�&]HFK�HQJDJHPHQWV��IROORZHG�E\�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�
UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�WKH�VWDWHV�RI�VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�
LQ������

7KRXJK� 3RODQG� DQG� 6ORYDNLD� GRQ¶W� KDYH� VHSDUDWH� $IULFD�VWUDWHJLHV�� ERWK�
KDYH�EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�QXPHURXV�SURMHFWV�DFURVV�WKH�FRQWLQHQW��VXFK�DV�3RODQG¶V�*R�

9\ZZPH�[VKH`�MVZ[LYZ�WYHNTH[PJ�
MVYLPNU�WVSPJPLZ�^P[O�(MYPJHU�
regions and states.
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4PNYHU[Z�PU�/\UNHY`�H[�[OL�/\UNHY`�:LYIPHU�IVYKLY
Photo: Gémes Sándor/ SzomSzed

$IULFD�SURMHFW�DQG�LWV�KLJK�OHYHO�PHHWLQJ�VHULHV�RI�WKH�3RODQG�$IULFD�&RQJUHVVHV��
,WV� IRUHLJQ� SROLF\� VWUDWHJ\� IRU� ����±����� LQFOXGHV� FRQVLGHUDEOH� VHFXULW\� DQG�
HFRQRPLF� DQJOHV� LQ� $IULFD�� 6ORYDNLD¶V� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW� DJHQF\��
6ORYDN$LG��KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�PDQDJLQJ�VHYHUDO�SURMHFWV�LQ�VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�

+XQJDU\¶V�JRYHUQPHQW�SXEOLVKHG�LWV�$IULFD�VWUDWHJ\�LQ�������GH¿QLQJ�SODQV�
IRU� GHYHORSPHQWDO� DVVLVWDQFH�� WHFKQRORJ\� WUDQVIHU�� D� ZLGH�VFDOH� VFKRODUVKLS�
programme and export trade diplomacy.

$OO� 9�� FRXQWULHV� DOVR� HPSKDVLVH� HFRQRPLF� GLSORPDF\� DQG� HQFRXUDJH�
LQYHVWPHQWV� DQG� EXVLQHVV�WR�EXVLQHVV� FRRSHUDWLRQ�� 7KH\� KDYH� DOVR� VKRZQ�
interest in participating in peace operations across the continent.
Bridging the gaps

African diasporic communities are not only important developmental 
assets, because of the remittances they transfer to their home countries, but 
could also build bridges between their new countries and their origins. Many 
governments in these receiving countries are pressured to foster policies 
WKDW� LQWHJUDWH� PLJUDQWV�� FRQWULEXWH� WR� PXWXDOO\� EHQH¿FLDO� HFRQRPLF� GHDOV��
DQG�FUHDWH�KHDOWK��HGXFDWLRQDO�RU�FXOWXUDO�SURMHFWV��7KH\�WHQG�WR�HPSKDVLVH�D�
³WULSOH�ZLQ´�VFHQDULR�WKDW�EHQH¿WV�ERWK�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKH�PLJUDQWV�WKHPVHOYHV�



AFRICA IN FACT  | Special Edition72

The neglected Africans of post-communist Europe

)URP�D�9��SHUVSHFWLYH��WKHLU�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�$IULFDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��XVXDOO\�
numbering in the several thousands) can be active contributors to new Africa 
VWUDWHJLHV��+RZHYHU��WR�FUHDWH�ZLQ�ZLQ�VFHQDULRV��DFWLRQ�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�WR�UHDFK�
out to African diaspora and get them on board.   

V4 embassies in Africa, 2020



732020

The neglected Africans of post-communist Europe

Czech Republic (23)
Angola - Luanda (Consulate)
Botswana - Gaborone (Consulate)
Burkina Faso - Ouagadougou (Consulate)
Cameroon - Douala (Consulate)
Cabo Verde - Praia (Consulate)
Congo (Democratic Republic) - Kinshasa 
(Consulate)
Congo (Republic) - Brazzaville (Consulate)
Djibouti - Djibouti City (Consulate General)
Gambia - Banjul (Consulate)
Guinea - Conakry (Consulate)
Malawi - Lilongwe (Consulate)
Mali - Bamako (Consulate)
Mauritania - Nouakchott (Consulate)
Mauritius - Port Louis (Consulate)
Mozambique - Maputo (Consulate)
Namibia - Windhoek (Consulate)
Niger - Niamey (Consulate)
Nigeria - Abuja (Consulate)
Rwanda - Kigali (Consulate)
Seychelles - Victoria (Consulate)
Sudan - Khartoum (Consulate)
Tanzania - Dar es Salaam (Consulate)
Togo - Lomé (Consulate)

Poland (15)
Benin - Cotonou (Consulate)
Cameroon - Yaounde (Consulate)
Eritrea - Asmara (Consulate)
Gabon - Libreville (Consulate)
Ghana - Accra (Consulate)
Kenya - Mombasa (Consulate)
Madagascar - Antananarivo (Consulate)
Mauritania - Nouakchott (Consulate)
Mozambique - Maputo (Consulate)
Rwanda - Kigali (Consulate)
South Africa - Durban (Consulate)
Sudan - Khartoum (Consulate)
Uganda - Kampala (Consulate)
Zambia - Lusaka (Consulate)
Zimbabwe - Harare (Consulate)

Hungary (19)
Botswana - Gaborone (Consulate)
Cameroon - Douala (Consulate)
Cabo Verde - Praia (Consulate)
Djibouti - Djibouti City (Consulate)
Guinea - Conakry (Consulate)
Kenya - Mombasa (Consulate)
Mali - Bamako (Consulate)
Mauritius - Port Louis (Consulate)
Namibia - Windhoek (Consulate)
Nigeria - Kaduna (Consulate)
Nigeria - Lagos (Consulate)
Senegal - Dakar (Consulate General)
Seychelles - Victoria (Consulate)
South Africa - Cape Town (Consulate)
South Africa - Durban (Consulate)
Sudan - Khartoum (Consulate)
Tanzania - Dar es Salaam (Consulate)
Uganda - Kampala (Consulate)
Zambia - Lusaka (Consulate)

Slovakia (12)
Cameroon - Yaounde (Consulate)
Guinea - Conakry (Consulate)
Kenya - Mombasa (Consulate)
Malawi - Blantyre (Consulate)
Nigeria - Port Harcourt (Consulate)
Senegal - Dakar (Consulate)
Seychelles - Victoria (Consulate)
South Africa - Cape Town (Consulate)
Sudan - Khartoum (Consulate General)
Togo - Lomé (Consulate)
Uganda - Kampala (Consulate)
Zambia - Lusaka (Consulate)
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