
812 NOTICES OF BOOKS

T h e  litsiiAD al-A iub i l a  M a ' h i f a t  a l - A p i b ,  or Dictionary of 
Learned Men of Yaqut. Edited by D. S. Margoliou'j II, 
D.Litt., Laudian Professor of Arabic in the University 
of Oxford, and printed for the Trustees of the 
“ E. J. \V. Gibb Memorial ”. Vol. Y, containing part 
of the letter pp. xii and 560. Leyden, Brill; 
London, Luzae & Co.; 1911.

The transition from vol. iii, 1 (JllAS. 1910, pp. 885-91), 
to vol. v of this important text is due to the absencc of 
any manuscript original for the intervening portion. In 
dealing with this volume the editor was more favourably 
si tuated than in the case of the preceding ones, for in 
place of the thoroughly bad Bodleian MS., he had for 
this subsequent portion of the text, in addition to a 
Constantinople MS., the use of a fairly old copy— dated 
a h. 079 =  A.n. 1280 —  acquired by himself and by 
Mr. Amedroz from the Bombay Professor, Muhammad 
‘Abbas ,  which nearljr reaches back to the author’s period, 
for he died a.h. 026 =  a.d. 1229. The contents of this 
volume, which includes ¿1)1 Ju-*c to ..j  X s-W* W* w
JUJl , are in no way inferior to what has gone before. 
The letter \nn  yields biographical notices of the highest 
importance, which Yaqut’s literary knowledge raises to 
the level of actual monographs. Of priceless value are 
the notices on I bn ‘Asakir (pp. 139-46), on Abu-l-Faiaj 
al-Isfahani (pp. 149-68), which gives us a close insight 
into the character and into the internal and external 
circumstances of the life of the author of the Afjhdni, the 
important article on al-lvisai (pp. 183-200), and on Abu 
Hay van al-Tauhldi (pp. 380-407), who, as we learnt from 
the former volumes, was a special object of the author’s 
stinly, and from whose work were probably
taken the extracts on pp. 301-75, which give so clear 
a picture of the intrigues at the Buwaihid Courts. And 
here for the first time appears, on pp. 208-19, a prolific, 
but hitherto scarcely known author, ‘Ali b. Zaid al-Baihaqi
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(ob. a.h.  5(55 =  A.D. 1169-70), a pupil of Maidani ; tlm* titles 
of his works cover two pages and a half. Yaqut, in many 
passages here, makes use of his work, the 
(quoted also vol. ii, 314, 1. 5), from which he gives ns. 
too, Baihaqi’s biography of himself, and what he tells us 
from this work about the vizier al-Kunduri (pp. 124 H.) 
is likewise of peculiar interest.

On p. 409, 1. penult., the authors keen insight- ha* 
detected an autograph— for he seizes on these, as we know, 
with avidity, and appeals readily to their authority— with 
the view of including a hitherto unknown Akhfash anion.: 
his “ learned men ”. By similar means he got knowledge 
(p. 315,1. 8), through a copy made by al-Sukkari, oi a work 
by al-Mada ini, unknown to the author of the Fib f  ist. 
Nor is proof needed of the fact that the notice oi al- 
Qifti (pp. 477- 94), to whom Yaqut was under so gn at 
obligation, is of very special importance.

It follows, therefore, that the volume now'provided lot
us by Professor Margoliouth has again proved to 
a mine of information on the history of liteiatm«1 ;m<l 
of maimers, and to him, and to the Trustees of tin* (¡iU> 
Memorial, we owe our thanks.

In reviewing the previous volumes we dealt with
Yaquts sources, but we are now relieved of this task
in the confident hope that Dr. G. Bergstrasser will apply
to this and to the concluding volumes of the text the 
same thorough critical treatment of the works used h\ 
Yaqut for the I r  si tad that he applied to the Hist tin * • 
volumes (ZDMG., vol. Ixv, pp. 798-811, 19U).  With 
regard to the learned famity al-Najiv<nni and its member', 
(cf. also this volume, at p. 81, 1. 4 a.f., and H‘), and t»* 
Dr. Bergstrasser’s note thereon, p. 807, n. 2, we won hi 
draw attention to what we said in Mihnufr* ¡/nrl 
Derenbonvij, Paris, 1909, pp. 202-3. The Xajirami family 
had received ample notice, too, from Suyfitis Hivjh 
al-W u'dt, probably based on the Irsh.fitl.
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Professor Margoliouth has found in this volume, too, 
opportunities for the exercise of his critical and philological 
acuteness in improving the readings of his MSS. where 
required. Their readings often differ, not merely as 
regards passages of similar import, but also fits regards 
t ho substance of the biographical notices themselves. 
Whore this happened the editor put the two versions 
side by side and supplemented their respective deficiencies 
í r o m the other. The trifling emendations which we 
made  in the course of reading the text, we now submit 
to the editor, with the observation that these do not 
e xt en d  to the abundant and very wearisome verses by 
late poets, of which there is a large quantity given in 
the volume. Here and there, on a cursory perusal of 
these, w e came upon slight irregularities in metre—  
1». 2(>í>. 1. 2, in the second hemistich, and p. 3.35, 1. 3. 
A large part of the following remarks concern what are 
presumably mere misprints :—

PAC.K LIN E

.> 6 \, read i.e. he adhered to the Madhhab
of Tabari (Ibn Jarir); and this is the commonly 
used epithet of Mu‘afa b. ZakarTya, cf. W .Z .K .M ., 
vol. ix, p. 364, n. 9 ; BugJn/at a l-W u d t, p. 394, 1. 15,

A declared follower of this Madhhih was also Ibrahim 
b. Makhlad al-Bakarhi, ob, A.n. 410 (cf. Ansub, Gibb 
Facsimile, 61b, 1. 7, <üull uS

l\ aml Abul-Mahasin, ed. Popper, 126,
1. 12, ^  ¿sscj ) ;
whilst Ahmad b. Kamil b. Khahif, Kadi in Kufa, 
ob. a  h. 266, j  T>- i—

<UjL5 . On the Madhhab Jariri-/ • • — 
cf. F. Kern’s Introduction to his edition of the Ikhtild f 

al-Fukahá% Cairo, 1902, p. 15.

9 4 a f. » rea(l r* • Cf. Damiri, sub voc.
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ii, 330, 1 (ed. Cniro, 1284), ^  J  •
l̂aLiLH ¿J JliL? (i^Lx.!' c ^

• \Jo- *!^4JL!! .srl . lb., 3(57.- Li ••> r v  ̂ •
on the explanation of dreams: J jo
rl ^ « ^ rJ5iL!Ur*

11 5 read as in my edition of the Kitnh
al - Mu ammarXn (Abhandl. z. Arab. Ph'tlnloffĥ  ii),
p. 41, 1. 6.

11 f> P* H» !• 7, jJ  .

II 7 . . . UpfcJ : l)e (joeje proposed . . . 1o J .
33 13 \L\j (in place of which the editor proposes O j )  I take

to be l^aU,t a seller of slaughtered beasts1 heads;
cf. Z/«ait, vii, 394, 1. 3 a.f., ¿¿U!^ . . . ^

» al,(l c *̂ the supposed ltifa*! - Kutb 
Muhammad al-rawwas ( Rpv. Mundv musn/wan, v i,4 V.); 
not ‘ berger ” ).

50 12 The gap should be filled thus: ...»1 ,• W • J
cf. Mu ammarun, 34, 1. 4.

65 8 j  , read JLsj-1 .
07 ult. The reading^ requires no alteration. The meaning

is : if the reader be convinced that the 1 it/an of the
anecdote is identical with ‘ Allan al-Shu‘ubT, he may 
insert this Lakab in the text.

71 5 ai , read ¿ j-s  .> •>
 ̂ ® » rcaĉ  *

81 8 ,**.•, read, perhaps, jjl  , i.e. the remain*
of the (food of the) wolf.

81 ult. should be , to accord with the title;
and cf. p. 82, I. 4.

85 ult. makes correct sense, as meaning ‘ estrangement” .
102 7 a.f. M,c* proposed emendation : , is ton remote

from the text, more probably .
106 8 , read JLufe .
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1 IS 11 M should bo retained. It is thus in Prairies d'or%
cd. Paris, iii, 133 : “  Insight has disclosed to its 
(Babylon’s) inhabitants the wisdom of things,’ ’ although 
for ¿Lb\ one would expect to find \̂ J*\.

MS 3 a.f. t L r e a d ,  as ed. Paris, loc. cit.,-> Sm*
‘ one of whose requirements is

separation,”  in conjunction with the foregoing

‘203 1 ,, read • •
2U 8 L ^ J \  „

‘2*2*2 11 99 Jj-jJaN . Cf. vol. i, 90, I. 2, and vol. iii,
i. ‘23. 1. 13, and also Afjhuni, vi, 198, 1. 6 a.f.,
’¿¿M. ; lbn Khallikait, No. (>66, sub Aha Bekr h. > >
Kurei'a, ; and Jephet b. * A li translates
Prov. i, 22j±& \ i i i  •

‘22S > a.f. ¿jljuJi ; the title of the work is <01 £-51<X*
(cf. Gm. Gel. Anz.% 1899, p. 464, 1. 1.5).

*2 » 6 4 . rend .
‘271 $ ,**¿0 iu;!.1 .v y  ̂J

 ̂ f  * t *‘274 penult. Wiju« .
l’ S i ;5 lloiul^-U [ l . l  J  .
■J8S :i 3  , rcail JJ1- .

oSl ult. , readAw«jliuM , i.e. the philosophic discussions

by the circle of Abu Suleiman al-Mantiki, accessible
in a Bombay lithograph.

389 11 il~ S , read A it* .
403 penult. ,, r j ; .
430 .5 „ 1 tr*-J . j
435 4 a.f. {J*a\
436 9 .,> .
111 l ,,> \lz\.

141 •> *^V: perhaps,
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PAOK LIN E

■158 !l ]Ua<l LÜJ' .

471 10 , roiul .
480 12 lJ~l\ „ Jt .

P resen tin g  as w e do, and in en tire  accord  w ith  o u r  f e l l o w - 
w ork ers , ou r  ren ew ed  th a n k s to  P ro fessor  M a rgo liou th  for  
th e  p rogress  he is m a k in g  w ith  h is u sefu l u n d erta k in g , 
on e  w ish  m a y  be exp ressed , viz. th at he be som ew h a t 
less sp a r in g  in  a d d in g  d ia cr it ica l m arks, m ore esp ecia lly  
so  as to  fix  th e form  o f  p rop er  nam es, e.g. p. 287. 
1. 5 a.f., and fu rth erm ore  so as to  in d icate  grammatiea l  
form s, e.g. p. 220 , 1. 1 ff., and in the case o f  the more 
d ifficu lt verse c ita tion s. In  m a n y  a case v oca liza tion  is 
th e  ap test fo rm  o f  com m en ta ry , and the best aid t»» 
th e u n d erstan d in g  o f  a te x t  w h ich , in a fra m ew ork  o f  
con son a n ts alone, o ften  presen ts v e ry  grea t d ifficu lty .

I. (ioLDZiHEH.

A r a m ä is c h e  P a i*y r u s  u n d  O s t u a k a  a u s  e in e r  .iü d is m il n  
M i m t Xr - K o l o n ie  zu  K l k im ia n t in e . A ltorientalisih»* 
S p ra ch d en k m ä ler  des 5. .Jahrhunderts von Chr.. 
bearlKiitet von  E d u a r d  S a c h a i;. pp. x x ix  und 2i)0. 
m it 75 L ich td ru ck ta fe ln  fo l. L e ip z ig : H inriclis, I !> I I.

T h is  is a w ork  o f  the first m a gn itu d e, and a l though  it 
o n ly  sa w  the lig h t a few  m on th s a g o  it has a l ready  called 
fo r th  a n u m ber o f  b o o k s  and articles , and w ill prov ide  
m ateria l fo r  th eo log ica l, h istorica l, and lin gu istic  studies 
fo r  som e tim e to  com e. T h e  sen sation  caused by  the 
p u b lica tion  o f  th e A ssuan  p a p y r i several y ea rs  ag o  has 
been  eclip sed  b y  these n ew  finds. T h e y  d o  not  consist 
e x c lu s iv e ly  o f  legal d ocu m en ts  o f  a p r iv a te  ch a ra cter, but 
in clu d e  a n u m ber o f  state papers o f  g rea t historical  
in terest, and g iv e  the reader an in sigh t into  a peculiar 
-civ ilization  b u ilt up in a rem ote corner  o f  tin; ancient 
E g y p tia n  em pire. T h e y  fu rth er  in clu de  p r iv a te  letter*.


