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I dedicate this book to the memory of the men and women who concealed these treasures
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The hoard discovered on the south-western side of the Cserhát Mountains was memorable for our Hoard Hunter team 
because the hoard had been found by two locals from Ecseg, who had collected the finds, even though without any 
documentation. Luckily for us, the two finders immediately reported the finds and we were able to inspect the site two 
days later, where the assemblage of bronze objects had been concealed in a bronze cauldron.

Based on the finders’ account, we were able to reconstruct the original arrangement of the hoard’s artefacts and the 
mode of deposition. It seems likely that we can assume an elaborate deposition ritual involving at least four phases, in 
the course of which specific artefacts were placed underneath and over the cauldron, and a remarkable spear was thrust 
into the ground above the assemblage as the concluding act of the ritual.

The find circumstances
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the hoard deposition
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We uncovered three hoards (Fig. 30) made up of the typical artefacts of the warrior aristocracy of the thirteenth–twelfth 
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some three meters apart and contained the full weaponry and personal belongings of a single individual, most likely an 
outstanding military leader. Hoard 3 was an independent smaller assemblage comprising the weapons and personal 
articles of a less prominent warrior, which had probably been deposited at a later date.

In terms of their composition, the three hoards share countless similarities with the grave goods of the elite warriors 
of the Central European and Alpine region, suggesting that their deposition can be linked to a mortuary ritual related 
to a hero’s cult. 
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the hoard deposition
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Baradla Cave at Aggtelek is one of the best-known and since long investigated archaeological sites in Hungary. In 
addition to a gold and a bronze hoard dating from the Late Bronze Age, several other bronze artefacts were recovered 
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circumstances or contexts. When we planned our research for investigating the possible contexts of the hoards previously 
found in the cave, we were aware that there was little hope of finding new significant artefacts at such an oft-visited and 
much-disturbed site.

Much to our surprise, we first discovered a spearhead, followed by other artefacts and a small gold hoard some time 
later. The earlier and the newly found assemblages suggest that the cave had been a ritual centre during the Late Bronze 
Age and that its chambers served as settings for burials, sacrifices and feasts.
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The Tállya-Várhegy hoard was concealed on a mountain towering over the surrounding land on the western fringes of the 
Zemplén Mountains. The assemblage is made up of bronze costume adornments, jewellery, a bundle of sickles, a spear 
and a dagger, as well as a smith’s set of tools comprising small anvils, punches and a socketed chisel. The artefacts 
represent specific types, suggesting that the hoard had been assembled according to a cultural code and that its artefacts 
embody the identity of a specific individual – a man whose garments and weapon types reflect local ties, while the 
European parallels to his tools express the supra-regional aspect of his identity. His weapons betoken his association with 
the world of warriors, while the sickles are an indications that arable land played a similarly important role in his life. 
Even more important for his community was his perhaps most valuable capability, embodied by his metalworking tools.

The find circumstances
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Interpretation of the deposition
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risen above the surrounding floodplain of the River Tisza. Its size, form and ornamentation resemble the bronze greaves 
of the Late Bronze Age. However, its interpretation is no easy task, given that none of the currently known similar pieces 
of armour were crafted from gold. 

The uniqueness of the golden greave suggests that this piece had not only embodied the social status of its owner, but 
that it had been vested with spiritual power and had been accorded special treatment.
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Interpretation of the deposition
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Hidden underneath the islet-like mound rising above the marshland of the Tisza lies one of the most significant Late Bronze 
Age settlements on the Hungarian Plain (Fig. 69). The wealth of the community occupying the settlement is reflected by 
three hoards – two of bronze, one of gold artefacts – and the roughly 2500 bronze artefacts collected in the area to date.

Life in the village, one of the major centres on the southern Hungarian Plain that was home to several hundred 
people, came to an end around 900 BC, for reasons yet unknown to us. The extent and unexpectedness of the calamity 
and catastrophe that befell the settlement is reflected by the human bones scattered over the site and the mass of valuable 
bronze objects among the ruins of the houses. The observations made at Baks have contributed to enriching the interpre-
tation range of bronze hoards with a new category. It would appear that in contrast to the hoards discussed in the above, 
the assemblages discovered at this site were not closed sacrificial assemblages, but were instead valuables hoarded by 
individual households for practical or ritual purposes, or caches that could be enlarged. 
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The deposited objects

�����
-
0�	
����
�*
�%
�0�
	�������
�2�	�
�0�
0�����
�2�	�
�
	�������
��	���
�0����B����
	�����
%�������	�

�
�����
������
����
���
�0�
%����������
������
����	
QFig. 70R�
0���
�����
+
���������
%���
������
	���B
����
�2�	
���
���
������
��
��%�
�0�
������
	�����	�
�������
������
	�0
�����	
���
%�"�
���*	
�%
������

QFig. 71R(
H��
�%
��
��	����
L��	
0�	
������
����
��
	�����
�%
���
�%
��
������
�2�	(
���
������
����	
���




���	 �� �
�� �	!����	��
���"

Figure 70(
���	B/�����B*����
�����
-



�� ��� � � � 	 
�� 	 � � � 
  � � �  	 � � 	 � � ��
 ��

Figure 71(
���	B/�����B*����
�����
+



���	 �� �
�� �	!����	��
���"

Figure 72(
���	B/�����B*����
�����
�



�� ��� � � � 	 
�� 	 � � � 
  � � �  	 � � 	 � � ��
 ��

��
������
%�����
����
���
*���������
����
��*�
���
0�	
���������
��
��	����
�������
��
��
���"���5����

��������	
�8�
0��
���������
���������
������
���
�������
����	
���
��*������	
	��
�	
	�����	�
	�������

���
0�����
�2�	�
���
	*������	�
��	����
0�	��
���
������
����	(-+,
/���
�	
�
������
��%%������
���0���

��
*�����4	
����	<
����	���	
����
�*
�%
	�*�����
���%����
�����%�����
��L���	
	��
�	
	0���	�
�����	
���

������
"�		��	
���
��
�������
��	������	��
%���
��
�		�������	
����������
�"������
����%���	
��	�������

��
���	
��
��
�0�
����	
%����
��
���	(
=�	�
�%
��
����%���	
��
��
�0�
����	
���
����
��
��		
������B
*�������	�
������
���
�%
��
	�������
�2�	
0��
�
����
���	���
�������������
��
�����
+
	����	�	
���

��
������������
�%
��	
��L���	
�����
��
�
	������
�����
�����
������
��
����5����
��������	
�8(-+-


/�
������
����
����	
���������
0��
�"����
	*����
���������
*������	
0���
���*��
����
�0�
	��	
�%
����

���
	�2
����	
QFig. 72R
��%���
����
�����������
��
��
"�		��(
/�
����	
�"�
�
��������
�%
-5-(+
���
�2��*�

%��
�
	������
*����
0��
�
��������
�%
,(�
��(
����
����	
�%
��	
��*�
��*��	���
�
���������
0���	*����
��*�

�%
&���
������
���
����0���X-++
���*������
*����	
%����
�������
0��
����
��L���	-+�
0���
����
��
��

���"���5����
��������	
�8(


/�
L����
��*�	�����
�%
������
���
����
��L���	
�	
����	���
��
��
&���
������
����
�"��
�%
"���
������(-+E

/�
*�		����
�		��������
���0���
�����	
-
���
�
�	
��	�
	�������
�����*�����
��
��
���*�	�����
���

�����2�
�%
��
����
%���
/$�
Q/a�����
:������R
�����
��
��
����
�������
�8<
��
����
�	
������*���B
����	
0��
��
���	
�		�������	
���
��	
���*�	�����
���
�	
���
��
������
0��
���(
/�
����
0�	

����
�*
�%
	�����	�
	�������
�2�	�
	�0	�
��������	�
���*	
�%
�������
�
���%�
���
�0�
������	�
���
�
	����
����

"�		��
����������
%�"�
����
����	
����
��
����
��
��
������
����4	
"�������(



The findspot and its environment
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The peoples of the Late Bronze Age world lived not only in villages and fortified settlements, but also on smaller 
farmsteads and campsites. The “colonisation” of the Hungarian Plain, the exploitation of large tracts of pasturelands 
and unbroken, virgin land was accomplished through the chains of these more briefly or intermittently occupied 
settlements.

The two small bronze hoards uncovered on the outskirts of Zsáka on the fringes of the one-time marshland of the 
Nagy-Sárrét region had been concealed by the occupants of a farmstead of this type. A closer look at the hoard concealed 
in the central building offers a glimpse into the life of one of the region’s wealthier communities. The owners of the 
bronze artefacts amassed over a longer period of time maintained extensive contacts with the world lying beyond the 
region and it seems likely that they were masters of a larger than average household.
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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The bronze articles of the hoard discovered at Tállya-Óvár were stored under the floor of a building constructed of timber 
logs daubed with clay in the settlement’s central area. The weapons, tools, implements and jewellery of the hoard as well 
as the ornate clay vessels and food remains found among the building’s remnant would suggest that the house had once 
been occupied by one of the hillfort’s leading families that headed a large household. The finds offer a glimpse into the 
world of a powerful Bronze Age clan with widespread connections.

The find circumstances
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The deposited objects
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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Take me alive, Atrides, take a ransom worth my life!
Treasures are piled up in my rich father’s house,
bronze and gold and plenty of well-wrought iron – 
father would give you anything, gladly, priceless ransom
if only he learns I’m still alive in Argive ships! -D+
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The two hoards found at the site and the over one hundred intact and broken bronze objects offer a glimpse into a more 
“rural” Bronze Age centre than the settlements in the Bükk and Zemplén Mountains discussed in the foregoing. The 
bronze finds and the hoards outline the different spaces of life on the settlement: the seat of the family leading the 
settlement, the one-time workshops and the settings of daily life.
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The deposited objects
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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Mountains at the onset of the first millennium BC. Later, virtually all traces of it former importance faded in the 
forest-covered area. The prehistoric settlement perched on the peak overlooking a small village in the Bükk Mountains 
was discovered in 1892 by Gyula Bartalos, the learned priest who devoted his energies to mapping the archaeological 
relics of the Northern Mountain Range – yet, because only handwritten notes remained of his investigations and even 
these lay forgotten for long, no-one knew about the site for some 120 years.165 Thus, neither archaeologists, nor 
nighthawkers had ever visited the site atop the oak-covered rocky peak.

Dozens of houses had once stood on the flat summit ringed by steep mountainsides, an excellent location for a 
settlement. The northern side was protected by ramparts, its eastern and western perimeter by an imposing palisade 
with stone foundations. The two gold and two bronze hoards as well as the 130 prehistoric metal finds discovered here 
during the past decade offer a fascinating glimpse into the world of its inhabitants.

The find circumstances
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The findspot and its environment 
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Interpretation of the deposition

/�
�����0���
%���
��
�P���	���
	���
���	
���
��%����
��
���	���������
0�����
&���
������
���
	���(
;%

0�
��
��
	*�������
�����
��
����%���
��*�	
���
���
��
���	������
�2*�����
��
��
*�����4	
%����%���
	���	�

��
��	�
0����
��
	�������
	������
��
0��
0�
%����
��
��
�$��	B����
	���(


Figure 112(
'��0
%���
�P���	���B�$��	B����
��
��
	���B0�	��
��0���	
��
9��	��#��#��B'#����
���%���



��� ��� � � � 	 
�� 	 � � � 
  � � �  	 � � 	 � � ��
 ��

���
�%
��
*�����4	
��*����
����	
	��
�	
	�������
�2�	
���
	�����	
�����
�����
��
--D
	����
������

����%���	
��	��"����
����
�����	���
�
%�0
0��*��
%�������	(
)�������
0���
���		
����		����	
���
G����

�������
�	
�	
��	����
0�	��
%���
������0������
	��
�	
��	����
L��	
���
	����
���*	
�%
������(
=�	�
�%

��
�����������
��L���	
���
	�����
	�������
0���
����	(
/���
0���
"���
%�0
������
������
��L���	(



)��������
��
��
����
%����%���
	���������	�
��
�����
%���	
	�0��
�
�������������
��
�
0���B��%������

����(
/�
������	�
�������������
0�	
�����
��
�
������
E,,
�����	
�����
D,5C,
�����	
0���
����
�����
��

	���������4	
0�	����
	���
QFig. 113R�
0���
0�
%����
�
���%��
�
����B��	��
	���*
��	��������
�������
������

	�����	
���
	�������
�2�	�
��
	����
%�������	
�%
�
	*�������
*��	�
��	����
L��	�
������
���*���	
���
	����

���*	
�%
������
�	
0���
�	
��
�0�
%������
%�������	
�%
��
�2�������
0���
������
	0���
�����
-(D
�����	

�*���(
/�	
����
��	�
�������
.,c
�%
��
G����
	����
%�������	�
������
����������
���
��	
����
0�	
��
���

���������
���
�%
��
%����
����	
��
��
���������4	
�����
��%�(


�
����
������
�%
������
����%���	
�����
��
%����
��
��
����
0��
�
��������
�%
-,,
�����	�
��
��

����
�%
�
	������
*���
��
��
��	����
	���
�%
��
	�����(
H%
��
%���	
���������
��
��	
�����
�������
��	�

��
����
�%
�
&���
������
���
����������
��������
	�����
����
	����������	
0��
��
�2��*���	
��
�����
-(

)��������
�	
��
����
���*������
	���	�
����	
0���
%����
��
�"�
����
��*�	����
��
��
����
0��
��

������	�
�������������
�%
	����
������
%���	(
��
��	
	���
����
��
������
�������������	
�������
�0�
����	


5
������
��
�������
����
�%
�����
+
���
�%
�����	
-
���
�
5
0���
0�
���
�		���
��
*��2�����
�%

��	����	
���
��
����
0�������
���
��
�"�����(

Figure 113(
&�>�:
�����
�%
��
�P���	���B�$��	B����
���%����
0��
��
%���	*��	
�%
��
����	
���
	����
������
����%���	(

/�
����
�����	���
��
	���������
��
=�(
3�*B���
���
��
	���
��
��
0�	�



����	����	
��	��
� �

�
	*��	���
	������
%���<
=#���	����	B!�����P��

X��
��������
	���������
��
D����	����	�^����'Y��
�	
������
�
�
!//
�������	
���$�
�������
	������
X��
���	�

occupants constructed a formidable stone rampart pierced by gates on the more vulnerable side of the plateau and created 
an artificial lake by damming. The spacious mountain summit was made habitable through an enormous labour 
investment – yet, curiously enough, there were only few habitation areas lying about a kilometre apart, which were 
abandoned within the span of two or three generations.

The single bronze hoard discovered on this site lay in the central part of one of these habitation areas. The countless 
intact and broken artefacts suggest that this area functioned as the fortified settlement’s centre and had perhaps been 
the initial base of the first community arriving to and settling on the mountaintop.

The find circumstances

/�
������
����
0�	
��	��"����
��
����
+,,@�
������
��
�����

��������
	��"��
�%
��
%����%���
	���������(
U�
���������
����

&���
������
���
����%���	
��
��
	�����
	������
	��*���
�����

��"�����
��
����
�%
C5@,,,
�+(
U�
%����
������
����
��
��

	���������4	
�������
����
QFig. 114R(
/�
�**����	�
��L���
��
��

��*�	����
�		�������
0�	
������
��"����
��
��
-,5-D
��
����

���	(
/�
������	
0���
*�����
����
�
��*��		���
���0���
�����

	����	
�����������
���������
��
	��%���(
9���
	*������	

0��
����
��*	
*�������
�*0���
���
�0�
	�������
�2�	
���
��

��*�
��
����
0��
��
��*
�%
��
	*������	(
/0�
����
	�������

�2�	
���
�����
��
	*������	(
/�
�2�	
���
��
	*������	

�**�����
��
�"�
����
�������
�������
%��
��
��*�	�����(
�

	�����
������
��
�0�
���
�����
��
������
	*�������
0���
�

	���
������
��������
0�	
%����
�����
��
������
	*������
��

��
��	����
	���(
�
���*
�%
������
���
�
	G����B	��������
�0�

0���
%����
�
%�0
����������	
����
�%
 ��
	*������	
���

	�������
�2�	�
��
��
����
	���
�%
��
�����
	����	
QFig. 115R(


K��
������
������
	*������
����
��
����
	���
+,
��

	���B��	�
�%
��
�		��������
0���
%����0���
��
%����
����B
���������
�%
��
%���	�
0�
��%���
��
�		�������(
������
��

����
����	
�%
��
����
��
����
��%���
0��
��
	*������

0�	
��	��"�����
0�
��"������		
��������
��
��
��
���0���


Figure 114(
9���	*��


�%
��
=#���	����	B!�����P��
����



��� ��� � � � 	 
�� 	 � � � 
  � � �  	 � � 	 � � ��
 ��

	�0���
��
����
����%���	
QFig. 116R(
/�
���
���	
�����

��"�����
��
����
�����
�����
*������
 ��	
��L���	
 %���

������
���	��
��
��
0�����
���
%���	�
����������(
/�

%���
����	
�%
 ��
 	*������	
���
 ��
 	�������
�2�	
0���

�������
0���
��
	�����
���
��
��������
��
*�������
����

������
�����
��
*��		���
�%
 ��
��"�
��������
�	��

������
%������
�������(
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Besides the large fortified settlements enclosed by monumental 
ramparts, there were several smaller hillforts in the mountains 
of eastern Hungary. Most of these smaller hillforts made their 
appearance at the close of the Late Bronze Age and the onset 
of the Early Iron Age. In addition to their smaller size, they are 
also characterised by the lack of traces indicating permanent 
occupation for a longer time, even though impressive hoards 
were buried in many of these settlements. 

The investigation of the fortified settlement at Parád- 
Várhegy on the northern side of the Mátra Mountains yielded 
a wealth of new information about this fort type. Ringed by 
steep mountainsides, the settlement bounded by a low and 
relatively short rampart lacked the traces of occupation 
encountered elsewhere: we did not find any quern stones or 
daub fragments indicating the one-time presence of houses, 
and we only collected tiny pottery fragments. At the same 
time, one of the most splendid and sophisticated bronze 
hoards came to light on this site, a seemingly unoccupied 
hillfort. The assemblage of spearheads, finely worked socketed 
axes, heavy ornamented neckrings and elegant brooches of 
delicate wire was concealed sometime in the tenth or ninth 
century BC.

The find circumstances
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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One shared trait of the hillforts and fortified settlements of the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age across Europe is 
that not one, but often as many as a dozen hoards of metalwork were sometimes buried on their territory.189 One of the 
perhaps best known prehistoric sites yielding several hoards in Hungarian archaeological scholarship is the fortified 
settlement at Bükkszentlászló-Nagysánc, where three bronze hoards came to light until the early twentieth century. In 
2009, we found an undisturbed assemblage of fourteen socketed axes and a bracelet on one of the habitation terraces 
pockmarked with robber pits.
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The deposited objects
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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One of the most surprising assemblages we ever discovered was the bronze hoard containing seven huge fish hooks found 
at Telkibánya-Cser-hegy, a fortified settlement ringed by impressive ramparts (Fig. 134). The large fishing implements 
are perhaps an indication that the area controlled by the community inhabiting the hillfort extended to the larger rivers 
meandering across the plainland.
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Interpretation of the deposition
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the southern slopes of the Mátra Mountains. Another Late Bronze Age hillfort was built in its immediate neighbourhood 
on Rónya-bérc Peak. 

The unusual gold hoard found beside the stone ramparts is the perhaps most important assemblage from the 
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of unusual form, even if their date, their function and the reason underlying their concealment remain unknown.
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The deposited objects
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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A profound transformation can be noted on the grassland of the Hungarian Plain during the twelfth–tenth centuries BC: 
hillforts were built at distances of 10–15 km from each other and the formerly uninhabited areas were populated by a 
network of farmsteads and smaller settlements. Parallel to this “colonisation”, hoards containing swords began to be 
deposited in growing numbers in various locations of the landscape. 
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of deposition can imbue a seemingly neutral location of a landscape with a new meaning. 
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The deposited objects
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Figure 151(
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The findspot and its environment
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Interpretation of the deposition
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Golden lady of the forest,
benign king of the forest,
accept our glittering gold,
be appeased by our silver!
Take the glimmer of gold,
take the shimmer of silver,
I offer my gold into your hands,
my silver betwixt your fingers,
to Tapio, Lord of the Forest,
to the merriment in the beasts’ lair.
Spread your cherished kerchief under my gold,
lest it be scattered,
lest its glimmer fade among the weeds.
I have famed gold,
beget in German lands,
won in Riga battles,
robbed in Danish raids.287
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Figure 149
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Figure 150
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Figure 151
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Figure 152
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Figure 153
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Figure 159
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Figure 161
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Figure 163
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Figure 164
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Figure 165
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Figure 166
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Figure 170
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Figure 171
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Figure 172
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Figure 173
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Figure 174
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Figure 175
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Figure 176
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Figure 178
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Figure 181
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