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Essel, Emmanuel Abeku

The Role of Chiefs in Politics in Ghana'

Abstract

The 1992 Constitution of Ghana clearly bars chiefs from playing an active role in politics.
However, chiefs could be engaged in the political space in order to contribute their quota for
the development of Ghana. The 2016 electioneering campaign period in Ghana became a field
day for most chiefs as they engaged in active politics by endorsing presidential candidates of
the various political parties who visited their respective traditional areas of authority to canvas
for votes and this situation raised an integrity and identity crises for the chiefs among their
subjects. The main objective of this study is to discuss the role of the Chieftaincy Institution
in Ghana during the pre and post-colonial periods, the position of the chief and the Fourth
(4") Republican Constitution and professes some recommendations for consideration on the
role of chiefs in politics in Ghana. This paper is a desk study and the author relied mainly on
secondary data, analysis of secondary information and documentary examinations of field
reports, news materials, academic literature, books and research findings.

Introduction

Adj.ei a'cknowledged the fact that, in Ghana, and in most African countries, the chieftaincy
institution was purported to have come into existence around the 1300s, long before the arrival
of the Europeans on the shores of the country and on the continent.? This goes to indicate
that, .c}?iefs in Ghana have had their fair share and have played an active role in the day-to-day
:_eldn'{lm'stratim and political space of the country long before colonisation. The chieftaincy
{nstltutlon is recognised as the custodian of the culture and traditions of the people, hence
its resp'onsibility is to enact a set of rules to preserve the culture and values of the society.
xf\cgo.rdmg to Bob-Milliar, “chieftaincy is an indigenous system of governance with executive
Judiciary and legislative powers”, he also added that “following their annexation of the Gold’
anst State and having realised that they could only rule the people effectively through the
ch‘lefs owing to their role as the very embodiment of the people and their authority was obeyed
without questioning, the British saw it as an opportunity to exploit it to their advantage to

e

; Consultant: Prof. Gergely Egedy, PhD
é:JEfI Qodwm K. (2015): Traditional Akan Royal Chiefly Institution: Evolving Ceremonial Protocol in
leftaincy at Duayaw-Nkwanta in Ghana. Legon Journal of the Humanities, Vol. 26. 4.
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achieve their aim and purpose”? This act of involving the chiefs in the day-to-day affairs of the
country marked the beginning of the chiefs’ involvement in the political space of the country.

The Role of the Chiefs in Pre-Colonial Times

Rathbone posits that chiefs were at the centre of economic powers controlling, as they claim
to do, access to land and the people who worked on the land and what could be grown on it,
determine the profit of another person’s property confiscated and taxes imposed on them.*
In addition to that, the chiefs were the landowners and they were the only authority that
could give authorisation for lands to be allocated or legally be used for whatever economic
activities the natives could engage in. Furthermore, they wielded some enormous civic powers,
too where they were responsible under the Towns Ordinance Act to ensure that the local
physical infrastructure especially roads were maintained and ensure the tidiness and sanitary
respectability of their towns and villages. This role was borne out of the need on the part of the
chiefs to control mosquitoes and avoid the spread of malaria. Their task was so colossal that it
was them who served as a licensing authority for market traders, letter writers, purveyors of

medicine and even for the establishment of animist shrines.’
In order for the colonial masters to have a field day in their activities, they allowed the

chiefs to enjoy these privileges for a long time. Indeed, as the colonial state increased after 1918,
the chiefs were recognised more important roles of the colonial status quo where their demands
were met, even if not always acceded to, to the detriment of the colonial elites.® Even though this

policy led to their indirect rule, in a way it placed the chiefs at the helm of affairs where they
spect attached to their position.

were acknowledged as leaders and accorded all the needed re
As far as the judiciary activities were concerned, the colonial authorities extended their

control over major crimes such as murder or arson, but the vast majority of the crimes of
violence and crimes against property were heard in the chiefs’ courts or Native Courts where
they had their native authority police forces and established local jails. It is worthy to note that,
the chiefs’ duties included regulation of everyday matters relating to birth, marriage, death
inheritance and any other acts which fell within the purview of customary Jaw. Rathbone said,
this was stricter in terms of interpretation and operation, still it differs from one area to the

other”

In the words of Ofori Panin, “o
with some other engagements, especial
Great Britain to take its focus off the colonies for
and through the use of the ordinances and the app

ver time, the colonial authorities became pre-occupied
ly the Second World War which eventually forced
much of the early half of the 20" century
lication of the policy of indirect rule, gave,

3 Boe-MILLIAR, George M. (2009): Chieftaincy, Diaspora, and Development: The Institution of Nkosuohene

in Ghana. African Affairs, Vol. 108, No. 433. 548.

4 RaTHBONE Richard (2000): Nkrumah and the Chiefs: Th
Boydell and Brewer Ltd. 22.

5 Ibid. 22.

¢ Ibid. 30.

Ibid. 65.

¢ Politics of Chieftaincy in Ghana 1951-60. Suffolk,
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3n:trrgouih power to tlhe chiefs over their subjects”.® However, according to Oquaye, “any man
ested with power is liable to abuse it and extend hi ity i :
is authority as far as it would go™”’
that was placed in the hands of the chi ituati 0 s e
e chiefs led to a situation where th i
of public resources, judicial abuse iti i il "
: R s, and political corruption, somethi hi
in the traditional governance s i : T e that. e
he ystem. However, Ofori Panin further acknowled
majority of the chiefs were illiterate and vesti i i Tl
ority sting power into their hands led to a situati
' . ation where
the institution became a potent force for abusing power and many chiefs could not i
themselves from temptation.' o e
In additi .
democr:g(c:h;lrc:g rtI(l) ut;alt), thcle)rel .VV}?.S ;lso the perception that the chieftaincy institution was not
e abolished. These misconceptions and fal i i
to Ofori Panin were borne out of “ i o T et on e
absence of written procedures and d i
critics have strayed into mistakenl ievi i e eessaT T
y believing that democratic principl i i
the traditional governance s Pk D i oerarion,ad powmlar
ystem”.!! He further stated that, there is i
! ve e f 4 consultation and popular
;:I(iﬁsensus in tradlt}ongl governance;-thls is well demonstrated in the practice of making le)lb]iC
e ;;géczmeitsdoi lssglfng orders, all in the name of the King Council. With reference to Kwame
s cited by Ofori Panin “among none of those chiefs livi
iefs living under th i
the [British] government is their authori ¥ v i
(] ority of such consequences as to withstand
opinion of their subjects: so that, with all th i e B,
i ; d e outward d i
O el o o metrs isplay of royal power the chief moved
Dol
institut?sglzz ‘51: ;t;ir:fpt to I?ake t}l:e system unpopular and to have it abolished, the chieftaincy
ormation where the colonial authorities through the i !
devised an arrangement to del i s eiitive eatud for
egate authority to the local peo i
. ple for effective control of go-
vernance as an extension of central administration to i i i
1 . o implement certain agenda of
This gave room for instance to th i P
: e Gold Coast Ordin i i
ook vl ance of 1883, which empowered chiefs to
powe:‘:lien 1t1}slee lcl)f tl(;e o;(tililnarlllce fto a large extent, as posited by Ofori Panin, placed enormous
ands of the chiefs, the majority of whom at that ti illi
R eno Thit st thomact it . 12t that time were illiterates and regular
e Colonial Authority, it could be sai
e e ot o dopt o it Y, uld be said, served as an avenue
. , in a situation where the chiefs were i db
left to fend for their needs as b e matier antion o el
est as they could, several chiefs ch i i i
( for \ 2 the easier opt f
turning their tribunals into money mints i - "
y mints instead of the justice fc h
bty : : ea J founts that they were meant to
g of this native administration led to the creati
; : of tion of a sub-culture th
quickly set on a direct collision cou i e e letic
rse with the people and chiefs.* ituati
colonial authorities could not st ety
and the culture of corruption in the nati inistrati
g . . . ption in the native administration system,
powe):cfutlve contrgl was established which became the watershed of gradual withdra}\;va] of
rom the chiefs because they were seen to be abusing their offices.

* AMoaTIA O
s al:z P (F;())i; f;::rgé %S:];geyefo (201t0)(; Chiefs and Traditional Authorities and their Role in the Democratic
) ; r presented at the 9" IEA Ghana Constituti ; .
° OQuAYE, Mike (2004): . ana Constitutional Review Series. 4
> 4): Politics in Ghana, 1982— : ; ; o
Accra, Tornado publications. 70. B LA Somplings Seniinion ael Fopulst. Demmoesacy. Usk.

' AMOATIA OFORI P,
ANIN (2010): j
" Ibid 2. (2010): op. cit. 4.

" Ibid. 3.
3
AMOATIA OFORI PANIN (2010): op. cit. 4.

U bid 4.
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The Role of the Chiefs in the Post-Colonial Period

According to Lentz, in her work Chieftaincy has come to Stay, he alluded to the fact that, the
institution has continued to exist and survived after the end of colonial rule because the chiefs

remained a powerful authority in the mediation between the state and the communities."”
After independence, Ghana maintained the colonial administrative boundaries and the chiefs

continued to play their roles and enjoyed the power they possessed at the local level. However,

this was not earned on a silver platter. The chiefs gained much importance and enjoyed lots of
treats during the colonial period and had anticipated that the

y would continue to enjoy the same
privileges even after independence. The quest on the part of the chiefs to continue to enjoy such
rights set them and the educated elites on conflict course. The e

ducated elites felt the demands
of the chiefs were being met to their detriment and haven had education in the Americas and
Europe and with the growing cosmopolitan modern elitism, considering their background, they
should rather be the ones that ought to be quickly incorporated into the governance set-up as
the local agents of the colonial administration. This seeming rift between the chiefs and the
educated elites led to a situation W

here the educated elites began to oppose colonialism and
anyone who supported it. As a way of makin

g the chiefs more unpopular and the agents to be
disregarded in the governance structure and make a case for their course, the educated elites
accused the chiefs of a number of wrongdoings some of which included the following:

The chiefs were indicted of selling communally owned lands, which they administered by
custom, they were also accused of superintending over a court system, which was unregulated,
and their conduct often falling short of basic universal requirements and understanding of
in accused of collecting unapproved court charges and sharing it

fairness. They were aga
of the tribunals. It was also established that, though the chiefs

among the chiefly members
were mandated to collect chiefdom taxes and keep appropriate books for auditing purposes,

a fraction of them were unable to carry out that responsibility. Added to that, they were also
blamed for being the complainants and judges in their own courts. Though one can say the
chiefs were indeed playing their roles as expected and, in a way contributing their quota to
the day-to-day running of the colonial administration, in secrecy, the British colonial officials
agreed with the views of the rising educated class that, the chiefs have become corrupt and
determinedly unprogressive.
Even though one can say that the chiefs’ recognition in the past was borne out of their
natural rights, over time it became something the chiefs felt was their divine right and any time
to deprive them of these rights was like in the words of Rathbone “close to challenging the most
profound of African sensibility”.'®
Though one would have expected that tempers would have cooled down at independence,

the reverse happened and the woes of the chiefs rather got to a roofing height when the
Convention People’s Party (CPP) won the elections and became the government of the day.
Though many where of the view that the chiefs would have supported the CPP at least to show
1lies, this never happened. Most of the Chiefs could not stand

their willingness to become a
the party and this in a way made the party see the chiefs as non-friends of the party creating

S —
15 LenTz, Carola (2000): Chieftaincy Has Come to Stay. Paper on chieftaincy in the societies of North Western

Ghana. Cahiers d'Etudes africaines, Vol. 159, No. 40. 153.
16 RATHBONE (2000): op. cit. 16.
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a wedge between them and the governi i
partyéilil;lcltlgd a seri,es of criticaz;gattack:1 (g>ri) ?l:;y cl?fetf};iodg;lizelﬁzr:ﬁ Il?l:oSiE;:tion here he
= oaon egfer reegatrsyt Eepléll:!lcfatlon‘,‘ The 'Eveni.ng'News, a columnist by nampe Wzship Rambler
et s s ot ile 's1 lals our imperialists who have opposed and supressed us for
B A s teh a the, good ele'ments in our God-given land to their own hom
e hior i a, ere;: party S leaQer in the person of Dr. Kwame Nkrumah who waz
e disaprove the ¢ (}))ntlznt ;el;;ung Mail and was charged with the responsibility to approve
g bl of the paper resorted to the use of threatening language directed
Ronour... who o oroe it he mperias.. her shall come  time when tey will run
S . r s.... there shall come a time when th i
WhoyObstruct l;:s;/; ;}txglr s;zvq(i;ils behind them, in other words, chiefs in league with ifr}llp::vrlililligtg
gl .c.'c.m bl 1 c;)]ne day runaway and leave their stools™."® If these words were
CPP administrati:)n, leadingoto Zns Z}I;f:i:{;ii?:?fj tllilne Wt?ls df'aWIl e,
S ‘ e authority of the former.
gavean indicat(i)(r; 33:(:}1:2 'gﬁ;n atnd utterances by the party and its leadership subsequent]
B o s badarmand. Cw1l.l not see eye to eye with the chiefs. In order to relegate thz
i i th, t ef PP 1n1t1ateq a policy where it made it clear that it represented
all other jobs then in Zhe :olzn;hsvzzofli(: rpsr::r_:;e;[rh\f:eCotEl trllltry’ bui(’ oo tha of he youth besaise
- S : ; of the royals. However, th |
;g}ou;l(iv Zcid;t;(;rf;zlr emmeil}rll.mg and used differently in the western world. ”1:0 tﬁewc()lﬂcli’y:})lf}iv}(l)ag
i ing and they were t.hose who were empowered by the party’ as peo rl
 action agats: Wc;rrcl:tcts of evil. Accor‘dlng to Nkrumah, “we, the youth in the GoldeOI:lse':[
I thln%],_))together with the struggling youth of other lands, we shall not
el e ‘Brave New Wc?rld’ we desire either with or without, the chiefs”."”
as an initial act to keep ch()cl}l:itf‘;v :: EZyailr(l)gt’hZ:l ic}tl'br()l;e t};e e o oo Servéd
i - action that led to the chiefs s i
i plz)eﬁgce;n t:et ‘CPE and th(? Unlted Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) atsr‘tlf \ga}llgfh‘:ﬁs
o attaCksp; rﬂlles ave thel-r interest at heart. Truth be told, many of the chiefs ft li
| ——— ;1t em and their status was the doing of the CPP and in most cases thee;
o ll;rll)osit of the commoners attacks upon the chiefs were ordered b th:
e C 1:t> 1:0812)1:] ::E;)nbihadded that, .in the early 1950s, there was a s};larp
popuf:rsit;/ of the party to exec’ute the agegrldaa;;:rl::iet(}j\;ncﬁiii’sg ree of decentralisation and the
Wa . . b :
o };;r(; :?)I;iﬁgd;tefthelr positions and without reading in between the lines
- h,] ol ¢ T1e s openly opposed the CPP and supported the UGCC. It was
B cing o Simatp erritory, the? Naa Yiri for instance destroyed the local br'anch of
e lion‘ where the issue of the position of the chiefs was brought to the
ity e issue look at. This act prompted the then Chairman of th
o say that the party was not against chiefs “rather we are fighting to ;gjrrz:t};

Ithen. .. Tho i
1 se of them who will be reasonable and willing to be emancipated and will come

7 Ibid. 18,

8
~ RATHBONE (2000): ;
" Ibid 24, (2000): op. cit. 22.
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to our side will bring home with honour... those of them who... choose to remain stooges. ..
of imperialist must be left to their fate”.

In an attempt to defuse the tension exiting b
council meeting was called to enable the people have a collective voice in their dealings with
the colonial administration. However, because the tension had reached a boiling point beyond

reconciliatory levels, the chiefs did not attend the said meeting, thus, raising further questions
that, there is a bad blood between the chiefs and the CPP Government. This act prompted an
editorial in the Accra Evening News: “We have now decided to carry on with the struggle with
or without the chiefs... we shall no long continue to put our confidence in the chiefs”” This
act on the part of the chiefs clearly led credence to the fact that, though the 1950 constitutional
heir involvement and were not proscribed from taking part in politics,

arrangement curtailed t
still it was not going to be possible due to their subtle support of the UGCC. The CPP placed

them in a situation where they were actively involved in politics forcing the CPP to say: “Once
chiefs had taken the steps of opposing the CPP, as the CPP said had happened, the chiefs could

look forward to no protection from them. We are not in favour of our chiefs being hooted at,
or booed or stoned, but it is natural that when they condescend to take the role and perform
duties of ordinary citizens, then of course they must take the consequences”.”” The bad blood
between the chiefs and the CPP geared further up when it became clear that the CPP’s activities

had gotten to neck levels and indeed the CPP actions and utterances portrayed a situation when

they could no longer work with the chiefs anymore.
In the late 1949’s, when the activists of the CPP were jailed, it was expected that the chiefs

would serve as a rallying point to press for their release. Rather, the chiefs sat aloof and did not

do anything about it and this prompted the party’s Chairman Gbedemah to have advocated for

a tirade against the chiefs that they should be done away with from the system.
This alarming tone from the CPP made the positions of the chiefs more threating;

however, the CPP’s position was that the chiefs were the actors of their own popularity and their
ke their demise more rapid and this became more evident in

non-support of the CPP would ma
a situation where a chief haven gone contrary to the oath he had sworn was destooled especially

those perceived as anti CPP.
Another tool the CPP administration used to publicly lampoon the chiefs as agents of

imperialism was the use of satire through the local drama troupes known as concert party.
The chiefs were seen as dim-witted and unprincipled agents of the colonial administration, and
as was expected the performance of the plays usually had in attendance the Prime Minister,

Kwame Nkrumah, something which boldly shows that he was in support of the treatment being

meted out to the chiefs.
As time went on and was expected, there was a desire to erode the chieftaincy institution
and the transformation of the Native Courts led to a situation where the chiefs were not seen

suitable to preside over the courts. It was alleged among other things that their work at the

courts was reduced to licensing, market places tolls, hawking, letter writing, the sale of native
medicine and the operation of shrines. Surprisingly, it could be said that for the citizenry t0
engage in these activities they needed to secure a license from the chiefs who were also accused

etween the chiefs and the CPP, a territorial

e e
20 RATHBONE (2000): op. cit. 25.
2 1bid. 26.
2 Tbid. 26.
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as people wh i
- rpiOdp;t Camce> tc:]llie(}:lttei bribes befor'e they rendered such services. However, by the inter
o Il ot tge " t a::(ti tE}e C(f)lon}ial administration lacked the will and re;ources to ref(‘)},:
' is further took away some of i
e : y e of the authority of the chi
ot ;)g thesneldf(t)lsat tlhe rerpoval qf .thc? chiefs from the courts undermti};led their ;3{151-0“_:11 l{)St
e Cr:; erl(zledln cl:)ncxhanon and the maintenance of the ethical basis of tlrli:}lla\:
: nder the supervisi i .
iy pervision of the government sweeping away the powers of
Though a numb i '
s they ha dgenjoyed : of su}glgestlon§ were put up to allow the chiefs to play some active role
e e tOp l;'j)r to the colonial era and before the attainment of republican status, fc
s o e 195? ow fgr a'n Upper House of assembly for the preserve of the chiefs ’w::
o Rt 11-::t(i);151t1tutlon was being drafted. The drafting of the said constitution and
ular system of governance created i
- eated a problem leading to a situati
to Sece% - %2 n(if tt}}ll: Asa}nte block felt they have not been treated well and that thiy v:lofllltcli1 et
oo 1 Gnatxon of Ghana and form their own republic. This drew a huge WW(';1 .
e I(:tvelr(n_ment and the people from the Asante block in the country. gTo ber gli
S f, f1ngdo.m, the party created a number of paramountcies for n.105t ofet;
g Wherg o afo Regional states, who owe allegiance to the Asante kingdom. S ‘
i njemlz I\(I)ICJCMurred were in the area of political polarisation when %he N.atignm?
B v polivis a5 & ) was for‘med‘. Indeed, one can say that the CPP was not consist at
J o Ee as far as thfe chieftaincy institution was concerned. In a situation when
oo o i Wasl nsof[);i)ﬁoilexgts, it had created paramountcies to break the front of the chieerfz
' its favour, it had advocated for their eliminati
B o Lot or their elimination. Despi
ko }r/ institution was accepted and was made part of the 1951 Republicanp(;te th:dt’ Fhe
i f]:Jtomlnelrcllc]? as part of the cultural heritage of the nation enstitution
s fate would have it and others not in :
support of the ili
R . government of the da
3 femm:g}[l];falr\}cli( overthrew the government of the CPP led by Kwame Nkruri/;;}]:ex'ltlllltalrly
i S;:mah overthrown, t[he military junta restored most of the chiefé wlio ht g
i Sylsrtlz andfs}:atus as chiefs owing to their differences with Nkrumah, using t?le
S | m of how one ascends the i i ’
B lincal systomns rospectively throne or skin through either the matrilineal
It is worthwhi i : ili
B 1ﬁeiltl(l)er :(;)ttl}rllg that thoygh the military governments over the period did recognise
B e acinod o em to their various positions and gave them the needed courtfsies
e Chief); :v(;]cess to .playmg any pr.ominent roles except the mere recognitior;
bty o were in cha.rge of their local and territorial jurisdiction of authori
- inpebibeg ry S cu!tura.l heritage and as and when one’s qualification would all -
v Irte atxonhshxp with the party in power is called upon to discharge s ec(i)f‘iN ’
. It must however be noted that, where it matters most, they had mad}; th i
: eir

E y na 10|lal 1ssues d i i ici

Austin and Luckh i
o 196621~n;,9t(};e ch1.efs §tood to be gounted because they felt on the issue of trust th
B or}stltutlonal Commission “the chiefs and professionals caused ma ;
: itution had been fashioned in defence of privilege, rather than in defenléy
; e



38 A 10VO KC‘JZIGAZGATAS-TUDOMANYA

of democracy”.? This adds to the fact that the chiefs did not only sit to enjoy their royalty;
indeed, they were part of the political system and where it matters most they have spoken their

minds to shape the political discourse and system of the nation.

The Role of Chiefs in the Fourth Republic

As a way of formalising the role of the chiefs and the positions they occupy and to consolidate
it and preserve its sanctity, the framers of the 1992 Fourth (4™) Republican Constitution
devoted a chapter of the constitution to the chieftaincy institution. Chapter Twenty-Two, of the
constitution spells out amongst other things how through the traditional councils as established
by customary law and usage, the chieftaincy institution is guaranteed. It also gives directives on
the processes by which one could become a chief and that “parliament shall have no power to
enact any law or confers on any person or authority the right to accord or withdraw recognition
to or from a chief for any purpose whatsoever in any way that detracts or derogates from the
honour and dignity of the institution of chieftaincy” The constitution further regulates how the
system is to operate, where should a national house 0
as well as a replication of this at the regional levels. There is also a caveat on how one qualifies
to become a chief and for one to be recognised as a chief, the said individual so selected must
not have been convicted for high treason and that a chief cannot take part in active politics.
As a means to remind the chiefs of the fact that, per their positions as spelt out in the
constitution, they are not to take part in active politics and in order to act within the confines of
the law to bring dignity, respect and honour to themselves and the stools and skins they occupy,
the National House of Chiefs drew a Code of Conduct in 2016 to help check their activities
and also restrain them from becoming campaigners for the various political parties during the
electioneering campaigns. Despite the caveat of them being barred from taking part in politics
a number of chiefs have had the privilege and the opportunity to serve and continue to serve
in some state institutions. In addition to that, others have also had the opportunity of serving

as mediators in instances of political differences, between political parties in the country. It is

worthwhile noting that the chairman of the Interim National Electoral Commission (INEC)

under whose tenure the first elections for the 1992 Republican Constitution were held was
a chief. This act gave further weight to the fact that, though chiefs are barred from actively

taking part in politics, where their services and expertise are mostly needed, when offered

the opportunity, they have discharged their responsibility within the political space, as their

qualification or expertise can carry them with distinction thus, heightening the question,

whether it is good for the Ghanaian Chief to be barred from politics.
Though the role of the chiefs in politics in Ghana has been a checked one, never in the

country’s history has chiefs been very active on the political front than in 2016 during the
clectioneering campaigns where most of the chiefs relegated to the background the injunctions
of the 1992 Constitution and the Code of Conduct of the National House of Chiefs by actively
taking part in politics. Many were said to have been involved in active party political activities,
they also became active participants in the electioneering campaigns, and gave endorsements for

f chiefs be, its duties and responsibilities,

diers in Ghana. London, Frank Cass. 36-

e
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the Chief of Tuobodom and the Akyempemhene of the Techiman Traditional Council, Nana
Obeng Ameyaw Barimah 11, declared his support for him when he went there to campaign.
The endorsements was o0 all fronts and in every nook and cranny of the country. However,
when all was settled, the elections held, the results declared, and the incumbent president lost

the National House of Chiefs Togbe Afede

the election to the opposition Jeader, the President of
XVII had to apologise to the elected President to forgive the chiefs who erred and engaged in

partisan politics during the political campaigning season. He added that “even though the code
of conduct of chiefs and the Constitution precluded chiefs from taking active part in politics,

some of our members could not live up to the expectations”.28
hiefs should abdicate their positions for

Indeed, there was an uproar that some of the ¢

having sworn to do so if the candidate they endorsed do not win the elections. In the words of

the former President of Ga-Dangme Traditional Council, Dr. K. B. Asante, one of such chiefs
in the person of Gbese Mantse Nii Ayi-Bonte I should vacate his throne honourably to avoid
being embarrassed by a section of the public, especially the kingmakers. The crime of the
traditional ruler, prior to the December 7 polls was that he vowed that he would relinquish
his stool if the incumbent loses the elections. On the contrary, as at the time this article was
being written the said chief has not done the honourable thing he vowed to do. These acts are

what in the estimation of many causes the chieftaincy institution to lose its sacredness and in
ion and its actors should be banned. Moreover, they further

the estimation of many, the institut
argue that the chiefs were an embodiment of unity and peace, thus it would not be good for
should they engage in it, they would lose the respect

them to actively engage in politics because
of their subjects and also will find it difficult to unite them under their authority for effective

development. Those in favour of these arguments hold the view thata conflict of interests would

arise and subjects whose political party the chiefs did not endorse would sit on the fence and
in some cases even undermine the authority of the chiefs. Thus, in order to have their status
respected and well recognised and not bring about division in their area of authority makes
it imperative for the institution to be taken away from the statutes books of the nation so that

everyone can actively take part in politics.
In addition to that, it has become an open secret that most chiefs are always accused for

being engaged in politics. According to Boateng, 2 number of allegations has been levelled

against the chiefs buttressing the above argument that the chiefs have become politicians. Some

of these allegations include open association with political parties, declaration of personal

support for political parties, canvassing for political parties, intimidating subjects who do not
support the chief’s favourite party.”

He further added that chiefs, in playing their traditional roles, interact with the Govern-

ment at all levels. In the process, familiarity, especially where a government has stayed in

power for a long time, the sweetness of influence peddling and power brokering and perhaps
sheer greed and graft get them so entangled with governments

that they are unable t0 extricate
themselves from the traps of partisan politics.
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development into their

Recommendations
e following recommendations are suggested as a means

of helping to address how the chiefs can be engaged in the political space. The chiefs in the
first place must exact their authorities and let the politicians who later win elections t0 form
government know that they are also subjects to them and they need not run to them begging
for favours, rather it is the political heads who must come to them for advice and counselling.
Not only that the law as it stands now in barring chiefs from active politics is s0 vague and
there is the need for it to be made to bite and the chiefs made to understand that, even non
engagement in active politics include pronouncements and indirect plea to the subjects to t0¢

a certain line as the chiefs desire.
Owing to the fact that it is argued that the chiefs are forced to

political parties so as to lobby for development projects to their areas,
the nation should have a development blue print that would allow for equal d

nation’s natural resources and its development.
Furthermore, appointments and engagements of
on a rotational basis and this should be documented with the help o

To help deal with the problem, th

actively campaign for
itis recommended that
istribution of the

chiefs for any national duty should be
£ the National and Regional

.
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