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sym pathise -with M. TJzanne’s rejoicings over 
his child, nor is he too encomiastic of it. I t  
has really  como to supply a w ant, and has 
already gone far toward supplying it. Tho 
chief suggestion we have to mako is th a t in  all 
th ings m atters of decided and perm anent 
in terest should for tho future have the pas of 
mere literature of the moment. W e th ink  tha t 
perhaps hitherto a little  too m uch space has 
been allowed to ephemeral things, such as the 
novels and bookmaking w ork of tho day. 
Thero aro plenty of other places whore this sort 
of ware can be noticed, and there are not plenty 
of other places where the m atter proper to Le 
Livre  can find room. In  the second placo, tho 
editor should be very careful to give his reviews 
to reviewers who know their subjects. There 
is in this very num ber a  proposition which, 
though it  expresses the general opinion of un- 
literary  littérateurs in France, is astounding in 
a periodical avowedly dovoted to literaturo. 
The reviewer of M. Jouon des Longrais’ recont 
edition of the Chanson d' Acquin not only says 
th a t th a t chanson is “  peut-être le plus ancien 
monum ent de notre littérature de langue fran
çaise”—which is, begging his pardon, simply 
absurd—b ut adds that, having been copied in the 
fifteenth century, “ il a l ’avantage d’ôtre à peu 
près lisible.” No one with tho least first-hand 
knowledge of Old French, which, in its oldest 
form, is little  more difficult to a fairly read 
student of the modern tongue than  Chaucer to 
Englishm en, could possibly have said this. I t  
is, of courso, difficult for an editor to be omni
scient, bu t he can a t least select assistants who 
are not likely to “  le t him  in ,” as tho familiar 
phrase has it. Tho num ber, i t  should be 
observed, contains a pleasant article, “  Mos 
L ivres,” by M. Jules Claretie, some more of tho 
useful and interesting papers on “ L a Reliure 
Illu strée ,” and a capital account of F ragonard’s 
illustrations of L a  Fontaine’s Contes w ith 
an etching of one of them . In  the modern

Kortion, the best thing is an excellent review of 
L D rum ont’s instalm ent of tho long-buried 

Saint-Simon papers from tho capable pen of 
M. Eugène Asse.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
ENDOGAMY AND POLYGAMY AMONG T IIE  ARABS.

Buda-Pest: June, 1880.
The historico-social questions of endogamy 

and exogamy, like the tracos of polyandry 
among the more recently civilised races, have 
of late, in their relation to tho various civilised 
and barbarous nations of the earth, become tho 
subject of keen enquiry and thorough investiga
tion. In  England, especially, m any works of 
groat penetration and significance have appeared 
upon these questions. In  the last part of the 
Journal o f  Philology (published in London by 
Messrs.Macmillan), vol.ix ., p. 87, Mr. Robertson 
Smith, tak ing  the opportunity afforded by his 
essay on “  Animal Worship and Animal Tribes 
among tho A rabs,” in which he mentions the 
traces of totemism discovered by him in tho 
ancient literaturo of the Arabs and the Hebrews, 
and starting  from the hypothesis of an intim ate 
connexion existing between totemism, inheri
tance through the m other, exogamy, and poly
andry, endeavours to adduco several data on 
exogamy and polyandry among tho ancient 
Arabians. As this subject possesses great 
interest as bearing on the history of civilisation 
among the pre-M ohammedan Arabs, perm it me 
to make use of your columns by extending as 
far as possible the data collected by Mr. W. E . 
Smith.

1. Exogamy. The celebrated poet of the 
Mu'allakilt, Amr. b. Kolthum , in an interesting 
record of his wisdom, namely, his tes ta 
m ent to his children, gives tho following
advice to the la tte r :—“ Do not m arry in your
own family, for domestic enm ity arises there
from ” (Kitilb al-aghitnî, ed. Bftliik, ix. 185).
Thero is an im portant passage in Ja u h a r î’s
Arabic Dictionary, s.v. “ By ghulam
d-Xwî is m eant a feeble, meagre youth. . . .
In  /iadîth it  is said : l y  »¿¿I, i.e.,
“ M arry among strangers; thus you will not have 
feeble posterity.” This view coincides with tho 
opinion of tho ancient Arabs tha t the childron 
of ondogamous marriages aro weakly and lean. 
To this class also belongs tho proverb of A l- 
Moydànî, ii., p. 250 : A l-naza’i' là al-K ara’ib,
i.e., “  (M arry) the distant, m arry  not the n e a r” 
(in relationship). So also, the poet in praising 
a hero says: “ Ho is a hero not borne by the 
cousin (of his father), ho is not weakly ; for tho 
seed of relations brings forth feeble fru it.” Of. 
Ibn  A bd  RabbiLî’s Kititb al- 'Ikd  al farîd, iii., 
p. 290. On tho othor hand, tho Arabic history 
of the Persian king Ardoshîr tells us that, 
among othor maxims of morality, he gavo the 
following advice to his lawyers, secretaries, 
commanding officers, and husbandmen : “ You 
may m arry among your near relations, for 
the sym pathy of kinship is kept alive 
th ereb y ” ( Commentaire historique sur le poème 
d'Ibn 'Abdân, ed. Dozy, pp. 27, 29). This 
passage throws some light on tho information 
givon by the Arabic geographor, A1 Mukaddest 
fed. de Goeje, p. 368), according to whom a 
sy&tom of compulsory endogamy hacl existed

in  Jurjan . To re tu rn  to the Arabs, it  is 
known that, in spite of the opinions in 
favour of exogamy mentionod above, tho 
preference for marriage w ith a cousin was 
dominant among thorn. Tho beloved one is 
called, indeed, even whon sho stands in no posi
tion of relationship to hor lover, “  b in t 'am m ” 
(cousin), and the father-in-law , although not 
the uncle of his son-in-law, is called “  'amm ” 
(uncle). W hat tho considerations woro th a t 
gave importance to this endogamic tendency in 
ancient times wo discover from the Kitiib al- 
aghani, viii. 113, in tho courso of a narrativo 
which is exceedingly instructive, b u t from 
which, for the sako of brevity, I  only quote tho 
decisive passage. Keys b. Dhari/i, of tho stock of 
Kinana, falls in love w ith Labna, a boautiful 
maiden of the raco of KocZii'a. W hen ho im - 
ploros his father for pormission to m arry his 
beloved one, tho father makes this objection: 
“  That Dhari/i was indeed a rich and w ealthy 
man, and did not wish his son to take tho sido 
of a stranger.”

2. Polyandry. An im portant evidenco of 
polyandry among the heathen Arabs is found 
in a passagoof Al-Buchilri’s Collected Traditions, 
ed. K rehl, iii., p. 427 (c. lxvii., No. 36). Tho 
easy m anner in which the women soparate from 
their husbands seems to be a rem nant of poly
andry ; and it may be regarded as a refinoment 
of polyandry th a t the husbands, instead of 
presenting themselves at the same time, succeed 
each other. W ith referenco to this, it  is very 
interesting to observe th a t the wife repudiates 
tho husbaud. Ono of tho most interesting 
notices of this kind is a story which wo find 
alludod to in a proverb of Al-Moydiini, 
“  Quicker than the m arriage of Umm Charija ” 
—a proverb referring to a woman who had more 
than  forty husbands, bolonging to more than 
tw enty tribes, in succession. Um m  Charija was 
not the only Arab woman of this kind, for in 
the original narrativo othor women of similar 
behaviour are mentioned. (See Al-M eydani, 
ed. Bftliik, i., p. 306 ; A l-M ubariad’s Kamil, 
ed. W right, i., p. 264.) I .  G o l d z i h e r .

M ENHIRS AND DOLMENS IN TH E DISTRICT OF 
OTRANTO.

{Canons Ashby: June 30, 1880,

On May 8 you published in tho A c a d e m y  a 
short account which I  sent of somo megalithic 
remains in  the district of O tranto, gathered 
from a communication by Prof. Cosimo do 
Giorgi to the Rassegna Settimanale. In  tha t ho 
refers to a former publication of his on the 
samo subject which I  had not seen. I  con
cluded from one passage tha t there were in 
Lecce somo structures, described in the formor 
publication, allied to the nuraghi of Sardinia 
described by Canon Spano and othors, which 
surprised mo. Since th a t Signor de Giorgi has 
kindly sont mo tho publication roforrod to. I  
was mistaken in supposing th a t the structures 
alluded to are nuraghi, and wish to correct my 
e rro r; they are dolmens, and he uses the Breton 
term, from which I  suppose thoro is no acknow
ledged Ita lian  term  for these monuments. In  
this publication ho describes and gives the 
measures of some pietre fitte (menhirs) and of 
one dolmen. Of the menhirs, those of Largo 
Trice and of Largo S. Antonio are described in 
his later publication. Tho measures given in 
the two publications do not exactly agree.

Width- Height.
ft. in. ft. in. ft. in. 

Largo Trice . . . .  1 6 1 1  14 1
Largo S. Piet ro. . .  1 3 1 3  10 0
Largo S. Antonio . . 1 7  1 1  14 5
Sa. Lucia.................... 1 7  0 11 15 5
They aro here corrected from the later publica
tion, Moreover, the sepond menhir has not tho


