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Abstract — Philhammus aharonii (Reitter, 1910) is recorded from Iran for the first time.
Photographs of habitus and aedeagus are provided. A key to the two Philbammus Fairmaire, 1871
species of Iran is given. With 3 figures.
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INTRODUCTION

The Tenebrionidae fauna of Iran is estimated to contain approximately
145 genera and 540 described species and subspecies (GRIMM 2015).
The genus Philbammus Fairmaire, 1871 (Pimeliinae, Cnemeplatiini; syn.
Psilachnopus Reitter, 1901; see LOBL & SMETANA 2010, p. 30) is a small genus
consisting of two subgenera (Philhammus s. str. and Philhamellus Kaszab, 1962)
and eleven known species of the Old World (LOBL et 4l. 2008, SCHAWALLER
et al. 2014, SCHAWALLER & STEINER 2018). Until now, only one species,
Ph. myrmecophilus Kaszab, 1960 was mentioned from Iran (LOBL et al. 2008,
SCHAWALLER et al. 2014).

Philhammus contains four strictly Afrotropical species (Ph. ambouli
Schawaller et Steiner, 2018, Ph. brincki Ferrer, 1995, Ph. ferenczi Kaszab, 1967,
and Ph. tschadensis Kaszab, 1967) distributed from Chad and Djibouti to South
Africa (FERRER 1995, KAszAB 1967, SCHAWALLER & STEINER 2018). Four
species occur in the inner parts of Asia (Ph. leei Kaszab, 1962, Ph. myrmecophilus,
Ph. tadshikistanicus Medvedev, 1991, and Ph. zaitzevi Medvedev, 1979),
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from Iran and Turkmenistan to China (Xinjiang) (KASzZAB 1967, SCHAWALLER
et al. 2014). One species, Ph. cribratellus (Reitter, 1901) is a Transcaucasian
endemism known from southernmost Armenia (Meghri Municipality) and
southernmost Nakchivan Autonomous Republic (Ordubad, the type locality)
(ABDURAKHMANOV & NABOZHENKO 2011). The remaining two species,
Ph. aharonii (Reitter, 1910) and Ph. sericans Fairmaire, 1871, are distributed from
the Canary Islands through Spain and North Africa to the Middle East (FERRER
et al. 2009, SCHAWALLER et al. 2014). Ph. aharonii is here recorded from Iran for
the first time.

MATERIAL EXAMINED

The first record of Philhammus abaronii (Fig. 1) from Iran is based on
31 specimens collected from bean farms near Maragheh (37.39°N, 46.24°E).
It is a city with more than 1400-meter elevation in the southern slope of Sahand
mountain in Azarbaijan-e Sharghi (East Azarbaijan) province, northwestern Iran.
The specimens are labelled as follows: “IRAN, Azarbaijan-e Sharghi province,
Maragheh, 23.V1.2014,leg. S. Khodayari”. They are stored in the Hayk Mirzayans
Insect Museum, Iranian Research Institute of Plant Protection, Tehran, Iran
(HMIM), and in the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hungary
(HNHM). A figure of the aedeagus of Ph. aharonii is presented for the first time
here (Fig. 2).
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Figs 1-3. Philbammus species: 1 = Ph. aharonii (Reitter, 1910), habitus, dorsal view, 2 = same,
aedeagus (photos by Hiva Nasserzadeh), 3 = Ph. myrmecophilus Kaszab, 1960, holotype, habitus
and labels (photo by Tamdas Németh), from MERKL et al. (2015), modified (© HNHM)
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DISCUSSION

Philhammus aharonii was recorded from the Canary Islands, Morocco,
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arabia, and Sudan (Darfur, Khartoum) (LOBL
et al. 2008, SCHAWALLER et al. 2014). The exact occurrence of the other species,
Ph. myrmecophilus Kaszab, 1962 in Iran is unclear. The species was described on
the basis of a single specimen (Fig. 3) from Afghanistan (Kandahar), deposited
in the HNHM. The country code IN (= Iran) is given for this species in the
Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (LOBL et al. 2008), and Iran is mentioned
by SCHAWALLER et al. (2014), also without closer locality. The source of this
information is unknown for the authors. No published details were found about
the Iranian record(s) of the species. It is possible that the Iranian occurrence
was included in these works on the basis of unpublished collection specimens.
According to Wolfgang Schawaller (e-mail letter, 22 July 2019) and Jifi Hajek
(e-mail letter, 13 August 2019), the State Museum of Natural History Stuttgart,
Germany and the National Museum, Natural History Museum, Prague, Czechia,
respectively, have no Iranian specimens of Ph. myrmecophilus.

The two Iranian species can be identified with the help of the following key.

1(2) Pronotum parallel-sided, ca 1.3x as wide aslong in middle, with anterior corners widely rounded,
not projecting. Head without transverse occipital carina in front of anterior edge of pronotum.
Genae not extending beyond outer margin of eyes. Elytra ca 2x as long as their combined width.
Body length 2.5-3.3 mm ...cceeureueemeuneneee Philhammus (Philhammus) abaronii (Reitter, 1910) (Fig. 1)

2(1) Pronotum considerably widening anteriorly, ca 1.9x as wide as long in middle, with anterior corners
obtusely acute-angled, strongly projecting. Head with transverse occipital carina in front of anterior edge
of pronotum. Genae extending far beyond outer margin of eyes. Elytra ca 1.6x aslong as their combined
width. Body length 2.8 mm .......ccccn... Philhammus (Philbamellus) myrmecophilus Kaszab, 1962 (Fig. 3)
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