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Edit Farkas started to make her PhD thesis under my supervision in the 
early 1980s at the Institute of Ecology and Botany of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences. She had chosen a very good topic, the air pollution indication of our 
capital Budapest, by the aid of presence or absence of lichen species. In Hungary 
before, there were only two attempts to use lichens as air quality indicators, by 
Felföldy (1942) in and around the town of Debrecen and by Gallé (1979) 
in the town of Szeged. Th e severe pollution level of Budapest this time due to 
the overwhelmingly used coal heating in households and industry actualised the 
research. During these years I became acquainted with her very diligent and pre-
cise working style, which resulted already in her diploma work and later in her 
thesis and other publications (Farkas 1982, 1990, Farkas & Verseghy 1985, 
Ver seghy & Farkas 1985), mapping the air pollution zones, emphasised by 
the indicator lichen species.

But I was able to know her really better, as a personality, during the time we 
spent together in fi eld work in East Africa, Tanzania, several times during the 
years from 1985 to 1991. Th e fi eldwork was organised by the Swedish aid pro-
gram for developing countries (SAREC), supervised by the Botany Department 
of Uppsala University in cooperation with the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
and by the Forestry Faculty of Sokoine University of Agriculture, Morogoro, 
Tanzania, called Usambara Integrated Rain Forest Project (Iversen 1988). Its 
aim was to make an inventory of the plants and fungi of the Usambara Mountains 
(and partly of the Nguru Mountains). In the Usambara Mountains since a cen-
tury the encroachment of forest areas, to obtain terrain for tea and cardamom 
plantations and for small scale farming, has highly endangered the former very 
rich tropical rainforest vegetation and fl ora, being one of the richest African cen-
tre of biodiversity (Rodgers & Homewood 2008). In addition, the deforested 
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areas were then exposed to the loss of fertile soil layer due to the high level of soil 
erosion. Even the local farmers lost the fertility of their lands in great areas due 
to the unconsidered land use.

Th e fi eld team always consisted of 2–3 Scandinavian, 1–2 Tanzanian, and 
2–3 Hungarian botanists, namely Prof. Attila Borhidi, myself, and Edit Farkas. 
From the Hungarian group Attila Borhidi was responsible to collect and iden-
tify the vascular plants, me the bryophytes and Edit the lichenised fungi. Our 
participation was important, as the Scandinavian and Tanzanian participants 
were specialised only in the fl owering plants. During the fi eldwork we had ap-
proached an area in a 4-wheel drive car on the scarce road system in the moun-
tains then made long walking and climbing tours, several times lasting for more 
than one day in tented camps, to explore the hidden, still intact rainforest areas 
or even to survey the impact of agriculture and forestry on them. In the lat-
ter case, foliicolous lichens and bryophytes proved to be very good indicators 
of the level of disturbance (Pócs 1989). During the work, lasting for six years, 
we established the actual state of all forest reserves and listed the vascular and 
cryptogamic plants of the area, inviting also other botanists in the inventory and 
identifi cation work (e.g. Professors Hildur Krog, Ryszard Ochyra and Halina 
Bednarek Ochyra, furthermore even zoologists, as Sándor Mahunka, Sándor 
Peregovits, András Zicsi). Th e work resulted in numerous publications (for ex-
ample Borhidi & Pócs 1982, Borhidi & Verdcourt 1990, Farkas 1987, 
2015b, Farkas & Fla kus 2010, Farkas & Pócs 1991, 1997, Farkas & Vězda 
1993, Iversen 1988, 1991, Mahunka 1986, 1988a, b, 1989, Ochyra & Pócs 
1985, Pócs 1985, 1988, 1991a, b, Swinscow & Krog 1986, 1988, Vězda 2004, 
Vězda & Farkas 1988, Zicsi 1996).

During this fi eldwork in the Usambara and Nguru Mountains in eastern 
Tanzania the long travel and walks and silent evenings under the Southern Star 
gave the opportunity for intimate discussions among the team members. Edit 
told many interesting things about her life, her family, and studies. She admired 
her father’s talent, being an art teacher and engraver. Surely she inherited her 
drawing talent from him (she used to illustrate her publications by her own draw-
ings). It was a real shock for her (between the times she stayed in Tanzania) when 
her believed father passed away and she suff ered from his loss for long time. She 
told us the story of her acquaintance with her husband, László Lőkös, (also good 
lichenologist), in the freshmen’s incentive camping during the beginning of their 
university studies. She explained a lot from her working methods unknown for 
us, especially the chemical investigations of lichen substances. She learned a lot 
from the worldwide known lichenologists, like the Moravian Antonin Vězda, the 
German Robert Lücking, the Dutch Harrie Sipman, the Norwegian Hildur Krog, 
and even the already retired, late Hungarian Klára Verseghy, with whom she 
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maintained personal connections and vivid correspondence. She was very quick 
to apply new methods, even with the usual diffi  culties in our country to obtain 
expensive instruments or chemicals.

Th e silent camping evenings in the Usambaran rainforests were not always 
quiet: once we were awaken by the attack of a swarm of safari ants (species of 
Dorylus, kind of fi re ants, called “siafu” in Kiswahili) dropping from the canopy 
of trees and immediately invading our bodies. Th e only escape was to throw off  
all clothes and run away. Nothing escaped her attention. It was typical for her 
good eye that looking a tree-frog, she immediately recognised, that its colour 
pattern imitates foliicolous lichens, as a very good mimicry among the leaves of 
rainforest bushes (Farkas & Pócs 1991). Edit was always very helpful, collect-
ing not only specimens of her group, the lichens, but helping all of us in other 
plants as well (many bryophyte specimens bear her name as collector) and help-
ing in all other ways, like cooking, cleaning and preparing the specimens. She 
has a good sense of African humour and very much enjoyed the inscriptions on 
the back of long distance trucks and buses or the names of roadside lodges, like 
the one called “Just Imagine!” on the Morogoro – Dar es Salaam highway or the 
adobe in the Usambara Mountains named “British Airways Hotel” with an awe-
some lion depicted on its wall. Taking in account all the above, she was one of the 
most useful and kindest member of the research group. I am convinced that her 
participation in the Usambara Rainforest Project was determinant on her later 
interest and scientifi c career.

Aft er our return from Tanzania she became the secretary of the Botanical 
Committee of the Biology Section of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, under 
my chairmanship between 1993 and 1996 and even aft er, with interruptions, alto-
gether for almost 20 years. Her secretary work was characterised by full accuracy, 
reliability, and helpfulness. She organised the meetings well in time, recorded 
properly the minutes, and took all measures voted by the committee members 
and by the chairman.

She also organised a very successful international symposium in 1995 at the 
Botany Department of the Eger College on the epiphyllous cryptogams, with 
the participation of the leading scientists of this subject, like S.R. Gradstein 
(Utrecht, Göttingen), P. W. Richards (Cambridge), W. B. Schofi eld (Vancouver), 
E. Sérusiaux (Liège), A. Vězda (Brno), and many others. Th e results were pub-
lished in a thick volume (Farkas & Pócs 1997). In another book (Farkas 
2007) she provided up to date knowledge on lichenised fungi for a wider, not only 
specialist reading public and later she defended her DSc degree summarising her 
multidisciplinary activities in this fi eld (Farkas 2015a).

Actually she is leading a small research group, raised several students, built 
up a proper lichenological laboratory, and carries on internationally recognised, 
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up to date research. I wish her further success in the scientifi c career and happi-
ness in the family life.

***

Összefoglaló – A rendhagyó visszaemlékezésben Pócs Tamás mutatja be megismerkedésüket 
Farkas Edittel. Betekintést nyújt a Tanzániába szervezett kutatóexpedíciókba, melynek mindketten 
résztvevői voltak 1985. és 1991. között. Ezek háttere és főbb eredményeinek ismertetése mellett kitér 
kettejük későbbi együttműködésére és Farkas Edit szakmai közéleti tevékenységeire is.
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