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Ten years ago, on the 21. 04, 1994 died an excellent Transylvanian teacher in
botany, an appreciated scientist who educated with extraordinary pedagogic talent and
devotion more than 35 university students generations in Kolozsvar (Cluj-Napoca,
Klausenburg). We remember with great respect and emotion her life and activity,
devoted to the formation of young pecple, the future of the new knowledge and the
popularization of science.

Margit Csiirés-Kaptalan was born on 1. 04. 1921 in the town Torda (Turda),
a Central-Transylvanian locality, famous for the tradition of the movement of the
"IHuman Rights". In this little town centuries ago (1568) was declared for the first time
in the world the freedom of religion, an event considered as precursor of the modern
conception of human rights. The primary school (1928-1931) and a part of the second-
ary school she finished in her native town, later she attended the secondary school in
Kolozsvar (Cluj) where she performed and finished her university studies (1946-1950)
at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the former Hungarian University of Kolozsvar
then called "Bolyai University".

Her well known affinity to the research studies and her performance in her
student period was recognized by authorities of the University. Therefore in 1950 she
was promoted university assistent at the Botanical Department of the Bolyai University
and later after the uninification of the Hungarian and Romanian universities of
Kolozsvir at the Babes-Bolyai University {1959) also. In 1969 she obtained the degree
university lecturer, retaining with this to 1976 when she retired. During her 26 univer-
sitary years she realized a dynamic and prodigious scientific and educational activity.
At the beginning she taught a very large of disciplines (about 15!), and she taught also
in the secondary schools, but later she specialized for general botany and vegetation
science. She was an excellent instructor of morpho-anatomy, realizing very well scien-



tific illustrations, and was unforgettable as a responsable guide of field practices and
botanical excursions. In order to help the students studies and preparedness she real-
ized in Rumanian language the practical course of "General Botany" (Botanica generali)
and later - as a precursor of the nature and environment protection - she introduced and
edited the course: Vegetatia Romdniei cu elemete de ocrotirea naturii (Vegetation of
Romania with elements of nature protection). For the ecologic and phytesociologic
field training of the students she organized and led several field application courses in
vartous valuable and protected areas in Transylvania like: Torda-keys (Tordai-hasadék,
Cheile Turzii), Szkerice-Bélavdr Mountain {Szkerice-Bélavar hegy, Muntele
Scérisoara-Belicara), Turi-keys (Turi-hasadék, Cheile Turului), Malom-valley
(Malom-vélgy, Valea Morii), Mezészovat (Mez6szovat (Suatu de Cimpie)

The scientific activity of Margit Cslirds-Kdaptalan is related especially to the
traditional studies of the flora and vegetation. The theme of her doctoral thesis was also
in this domain, respectively the "Flora §i vegetatia din bazinui viii Turului" (The flora
and vegetation of the valley of Turului basin), elaborated at the University of Bucharest
(Bucuresti) under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Ana Pauca, she graduated in 1963. This
was the first thesis in geobotany in Romania after the second world war.

Her research and the publishing activity is related to the investigation of the
flora and vegetation of Transylvania, carried out with some colleagues from the
Botanical Department of the University Babes-Bolyai, especially in collaboration with
Prof. Dr. Stefan Csiirds (Istvan Csiirds), her husband with whom she lived together 42
years. A special characteristic of their studies is stressed by the "ecological index" of
the floras and of the plant communities. Using this method they analysed and evaluat-
ed several vegetation units of the Erdélyi Mezéség (Campia Transilvaniei), mountains
of Carpathians, Key of Danube etc. The analyses of the relative ecological indexes
"WTR" (water, iemperature, reaction) contributed to the better understanding of com-
munity dynamics, coenological relations and ecological characterizations of various
habitats. Another basic scientific contribution of Margit Csiirés-K’ptalan referred to the
description and characterization of new plant communities fike: Agrostio-Festucetum
rupicolae covering a wide surface of the Transylvanian hilly region, whose relative
ecological values (ecological indexes) evidenced fundamental differences from the
related communities. So this plant association can be considered as one of the well
known vegetation types in Transyivania. The methed of ecological indexes constitues
a new and original research direction of community studies in Transylvania.

In order to have a useful sumnary work, an overview of the phytosociologi-
cal studies in Transylvania, Margit Csiirés-Kaptalan elaborated the synthetic work:
Stadiul actual al cercetdrilor fitocenologice din Transilvania (The actual stage of the
phytosociological studies in Transylvania) published in "Contribulii Botanice" (1970)
the botanical journal of the Botanical Garden of the Babes-Bolyai University. This
worlc - even if it can not be considered as a critical synthesis - during years became a
premotor study for large botanical and ecological investigations the further special
studies in this domain.



For her work dspecte din vegetafia Cheii Turului (Aspects of the vegetation
of Turului-key) and generally for her scientific and educational activity, Margit Cs{rds-
Kaptalan has been awarded the Price of Ministry of Education (1964) and for the col-
laboration to the monography Flora §i vegetatia Muntilor Zarand (The flora and vege-
tation of the Zarand-Mis.) she got the Prize "Emanoil Teodorescu" (1980) given by the
Romanian Academy of Sciences.

Remembering respectfully Margit Csiirs-Kaptalan's scientific and educatio-
nal activity, we can consider that she lefi us a fundamental botanical contribution and
she popularized science in both the Romanian and Tungarian languages. She was
example of sympathetic and patient teacher whose memory contributes to the befter
understanding and recognition of the natural sciences in the Carpathian Basin.
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CSUROS-KAPTALAN MARGIT EMLEKEZETE (1921-1994)
(Osszefoglalis)

A 20. szazad masodik felében az erdélyi bioldgus-botanikus nemzedékek
sorét tanitd, talan a fiatalok problémait a legjobban megértd, segitd és jellemformald
neveld-tandra Dr. Csirts-Kaptalan Margit — tiz évvel ezeltt (1994. 04. 21) — tavozott
el koziiliink. Jelen irds kegyelet és rovid megemlékezés az ifjisagneveld botanikusol,
tudomanyos tevékenységérdl, mely irdnyadé és példamutatd a jelenben is a Karpat-
medencei magyar tudomanyossig folytonossaganak jobb megitélése ¢érdekében.

Csfirds-Kaptalan Margit 1921. 04. 11-¢én szilletett az erdélyi Torda varosdban,
itt is jart elemi iskolaba (1928-1931), itt végezte a kdzépiskola nagyobb részét, de az
érettségit mar Kolozsvaron szerezte meg, majd 1946-1950 kozbit az egykori "Bolyai"
magyar tannyelvii Tudoményegyetem Természettudomanyi Karan szerzett tandri
oklevelet. Szakdolgozata és diakkori tevékenysége alapjan 1950-ben egyetemi
tanarsegédi kinevezést kap a Bolyai Tudomanyegyetem Novénytani Tanszékére, a fel-
sGoktatatasban maradva a Bolyai és a Babeg egyetemek egyesiilése utan is (1959) mint
egyetemi adjunktus (1969) egészen nyugdijazasiig (1976). Neveldi tevékenységére
jellemzd, hogy kezdetben nagyon sok biologia-botanika tantargyat tanitott, de véglil
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maradandét az "Altalinos novénytan” (Botanica penerald) és "Romania vegetacioja
termeészetvédelmi elemekkel” (Vegetatia Roméniei cu elemente de ocrotirea naturii) c.
tantargyakkal €s kiadvanyokkal nyujtott.

Tudoményos munkassaganak kibontakozdsaban jellemz8, hogy az atszer-
vezett €s Ujrainduld felsboktatasban az elsé volt aki geobotanikaj kutatdsokbol szerzett
doktori mindsitést Ana Pauci profeszorndl a bukaresti egyetemen: "Flora si vegetatia
din bazinul viii Turului" (A Tiri medence floraja és vegetacicja, 1963). Késébb tan-
széki kollégakkat és killondsen férjével — Dr. Csiirds Istvan professzorral — szamos
alapveté vegetdciétanulminyt tett kozzé, kiilonssen a Szkerice-Bélavar, az Erdélyi-
Mez6ség, Tari-hasadék, Retyezat stb. térségébdl. Fontosabb botanikai hozzdjaruldsai a
ngvénytarsulasok "tkolégiai indexeire" a TWR elemzésekre és az Agrosti-Festucetum
rupicolae névénytarsulds eredeti leirdsira vonatkoznak Az erdélyi botanikai, de
kiilngsen a conologiai kutatasok kibontakozasiban nagy szerepet jatszott "Az erdélyi
fitocdnoldgiai kutatdsok helyzete" (Stadiul actual al cercetdrilor fitocenologice din
Transilvania) c. dsszefoglalo munkaja (1970). Jéindulatat, segitékészségét személye-
sen is t8bbszor megtapasztaltuk. Munkdssiganak elismeréseként, 1964-ben az Oktatdsi
Minisztérium kitiintetésben részesiti, késébb pedig elnyeri a Roman Tudomanyos
Akadémia "Em. Teadorescu” dijat is {1980).

Cslirds-Kaptalan Margit és Csiirds Istvan professzor egymasra talaldsa,
egyuttmikddése, tudomanyos teljesitinénye, a hitvestarsi élet nagy ajandék volt mind-
kett6jiknek, de a tudomanynak is 42 éven at. A professzor szerint, hitvese "egy killdn-
leges képességekkel megaldott neveld" volt (Olvadd hopelyhek, 1994). Kettdjiik
ertelmiségi élete, az egymdst kiegészits, harmonikus kapcsolat, nevelési tilrelem,
megértés és megértetés a multikulturdlis kérnyezetben, az erdélyi magyar oktatok
kiilénas sorsat példizza.
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