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Abstract—The increasing gap between computing speed and
storage latency leads to possible I/O bottlenecks on massively
parallel computers. To mitigate this issue, hierarchical storage
provides multi-tiered configurations where each tier has its own
physical characteristics and associated performance. Selecting
the most appropriate file placement policy on this multi-tiered
storage is difficult and there is to our knowledge no tool that
systematically provides statistics and metrics for optimal file
policy selection. In this paper, we present FiLiP (File Lifecycle
Profiler), a software which provides statistics and metrics for
a better understanding of file access by applications and the
consequences on file movements across hierarchical storage.
After the description of FiLiP’s main features and architecture,
we highlight the usefulness of our tool using three I/0 intensive
simulation HPC applications: NEMO, S3DIO and NAMD and a
three-tiered burst buffer.

Index Terms—1/0, File lifecycle, Profiling, Burst Buffer, Hier-
archical storage, HPC

I. INTRODUCTION

On modern High Performance Computing (HPC) systems,
important efforts are put in improving massively parallel
computations and communication between compute nodes in
order to deliver a higher performance. However, the huge
gap between the computing capacity and the storage system
latency leads to I/O bottlenecks, and a similar effort has to
be made on the I/O and storage systems as a response to
the large amount of data generated, manipulated, shared and
transferred by modern applications. Recent computer archi-
tectures provide hierarchical storage systems with different
tiers [28], each with its own physical characteristics based on
the device technology and its associated performance metrics,
such as latency or throughput [8]. Because of the performance
disparity between these tiers, a good file placement is required
in order to make the most out of the performance of each
one and improve applications performance. Understanding
the storage hierarchy behavior, along with the file access
performed by the application, is thus key to adapt the data
placement to the application’s access profile.

Such a file data placement policy can be considered effective
when it increases the performance of the system by placing
hot files in the best performing tiers and cold files in the worst
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performing tiers, so that the files with the highest probability
of being read are quickly available to the application [8]. To
distinguish between these two access and achieve an efficient
data placement, the first step is to perform a thorough profiling
of the application and its files manipulation, to characterize file
re-use throughout the application’s lifetime. From these obser-
vations, an optimal file placement policy can then be designed
and selected. However, selecting the best policy is often a
complicated task, as the literature is rich of different strategies:
Random, LRU and LFU in their basic versions [13] [16] or
optimized ones [10] [24], methods using tuning as ARC [21],
methods introducing additional history information as LIRS
[15] or methods combining tiering and caching [30]. Novel
approaches attempting cache management using statistics of
past requests [12] or through machine learning techniques as
in [14] [31] [11] [4] have proven successful, by focusing on
I/O patterns detection to predict which block should be loaded
into the different cache tiers at a given time.

Among all these different approaches, the selection of
the optimal placement should rely on objective criteria and
metrics describing the placement, such as the cache hits and
cache miss rates, file re-use rate, file lifecycles...To our
knowledge, none of these metrics have been systematically
included into an I/O profiler and correlated with the behavior
of the application at the file level for selecting an optimal file
placement, as the literature mainly focuses on the application
level. We believe that combining the profiling at the file level
with the description of file movements through hierarchical
and heterogeneous storage tiers fills this literature gaps, and
we suggest in this paper a new tool called FiLiP (File Lifeycle
Profiler) to provide data analysis at the file level, by allowing
the visualization of operations performed on the file by the
application, and systematically including statistics quantifying
the quality of file placement policies in the hierarchical stor-
age.

This paper is structured as follow. We present in section II
the related works and point out the novelty of FiLiP compared
to existing profiling software. In section III, we describe
FiLiP’s main features. Section IV presents its utilisation within
three different HPC applications running on hierarchical stor-
age, and present an analysis of their file-level manipulation
that can only be done using our new suggested software. In
section V, we conclude the paper by providing some insight
on some works we are currently inquiring.
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age, and present an analysis of their file-level manipulation
that can only be done using our new suggested software. In
section V, we conclude the paper by providing some insight
on some works we are currently inquiring.

II. RELATED WORKS

Profiling has been used in different areas and at different
levels from the top of the software stack to the hardware
level. This technique has proven its efficiency and accuracy to
investigate any component and understand its behavior when
submitted to various execution conditions. The literature
is rich of many profiling tools dedicated to power and
energy, computing, memory and storage hierarchies. For
example, in the energy and power domain to understand
energy consumption by providing a suite of statistics [17]
[26] and experimental methodology [29]. When it comes
to tasks placement, synchronization and communication,
monitoring and profiling tools such as [9] [25] for MPI and
MapReduce allow to understand applications running on
massively parallel architectures. At the memory hierarchy
level, profiling guides heap management [22] and improve
the suitability of mapping parallel applications [7].

At the storage hierarchy level, several I/O profilers exist
and aim to understand applications I/Os such as IOPIN [18]
and IOPRO [19]. Their principal utility is to identify I/O
bottlenecks and thus better exploit the system potential. One of
the most popular I/O profiler is Darshan [5] : a characterization
tool developed at Argonne National Lab and designed to cap-
ture an accurate picture of the I/O behavior of an application to
help developers tune their application parameters by measuring
the effect of a parameter set on execution time. Rather than
capturing a complete trace of each I/O, Darshan characterizes
the job by recording global statistics, such as counters for
POSIX operations and their timestamps, cumulative bytes read
and written, for a compact representation in memory. A similar
profiling tool is Atos IO Instrumention tool (IOI) [2] with a
web interface delivering a maximum of information to users
by providing statistics as time series describing a wide range
of I/0O related statistics.

All these profilers are application-oriented and thus have
only one perspective when profiling and analyzing the system.
We propose through FiLiP the possibility to investigate and
analyze the system from the file perspective, by providing the
novel features that:

« Enables profiling at the file-level: FiLiP provides the
possibility to characterize the 1/0 behavior of an appli-
cation at the file level for a thorough understanding of
file lifecycles and data movements through hierarchical
storage. It displays metrics at the application level as well,
such as hit/miss rates, total reads, writes, to provide a
higher level description of the application’s I/O behavior.

o Provides a standardized interface: FiLiP relies on
a suggested standardized format for description of file
movement between the storage hierarchy tiers that can
be implemented with any monitoring system.
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« Evaluates the quality of a destaging policy: Given a
destaging policy described through this standardized for-
mat, FiLiP evaluates its quality through relevant statistics.
It acts then as a performance evaluation tool for new tiers-
management strategies.

III. FEATURES AND ARCHITECTURE
A. Definitions and notations

We define the following terms that will be referred to
throughout the rest of the paper:

o Storage tiers: n storage tiers, ordered hierarchically
depending on their access latency (for example, tier; =
RAM, tiery = NVMe, tiers = HDD). We will denote
tier, the tier at level n.

« File lifecycles: a temporal series of operation performed
on the file (04)1<¢<7, With o, an operation in the POSIX
set {READ, WRITE, OPEN, CLOSE}.

« File placement policy: a temporal series describing the
data movement from and to a storage tier (m;;) with ¢
the source tier and j the target one.

B. Main features

FiLiP gives the user an easy to access Web interface,

providing:

o A general understanding of the file manipulation
behavior of the application: Visualization of general
statistics on the file behavior during the application’s
execution, as can be seen in figure 4.

o The visualization of file lifecycles: Visualization of file
lifecycles to observe how the application manipulates
its different files during their lifespans through POSIX
operations, as can be seen in figure 4.

o The visualization of file placement policies: Files move-
ments are correlated with the file lifecycles to assess the
impact of file accesses on moves across the hierarchical
storage. File placement policies can also be character-
ized through generic statistics for proper evaluation as
depicted in figure 1 and described in section III-C.

o The visualization of operations per file: These statistics
are displayed as a table that contains for each accessed
file the number of read, write, open, and close operations,
as well as the volume of data manipulated per file for each
of read and write operations in Gb.

« Visualisation of tiers usage: FiLiP’s provide the usage
percentage for each tier, at each moment of the applica-
tion execution. The fill rate of the tiers are displayed as
a time series, that offers a global view about fluctuations
in tiers usage during the execution.

C. Evaluation metrics

As displayed in figure 1, FiLiP’s main menu provides the
following metrics to evaluate the quality of file placement
policies:

o Cache hits from tiers: For every tier available in the

storage hierarchy, the software provides the number of
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Listing 1: Example of file lifecycle declaration

Listing 2: Example of file policy

" f M .,
. ile_name”:
”file_name”: [ {_ [
{ “timestamp”: Txxx”
“timestamp”: "xxx”, , AR .
. PR . from”: “tier_1
type”: “OPEN Py . 9 "
} to”: Ttier_2
TIER DESCRIFTION LIFECYCLE OVERVIEW CACHE OVERVIEW
1GB 5GB 6 305.176 GB 2 0
TIER 1 TIER 2 TOTAL FILES TOTAL WRITE VOLUME HITSTIER 1 HITSTIER 2
'IIER??EEGING TIER??FS?GING 61.035 GB 518 7815 V:.:;?:OEEDGFRBOM
THRESHOLD THRESHOLD TOTAL READ VOLUME NUMBER OF OPENS MISS TIER 1 AND TIER 2 FILESYSTEM
518 7815 7817
NUMBER OF CLOSES NUMBER OF READS TOTAL FETCHES
39070 6
NUMBER OF FILE RE-
NUMBER OF WRITES USES

Fig. 1: Example of main menu general statistics for S3DIO application.

hits. This metric allows us to assess a policy’s ability to
place hot files in the most suitable tier (the one delivering
the best performance) and place files less likely to be
accessed often in slower tiers.

o Total fetches: This is an additional information on total
fetches to put the previous metrics in context. It corre-
sponds to the sum of the fetches from each tier.

o File re-use: This metric allows us to determine the
relevance of a file-level policy for a given application.
For example, an application which does not re-use many
files will not benefit from a file-level policy and vice-
versa for applications with high file re-use.

D. Expected input format

To provide a generic API and to accommodate a wide
variety of monitoring systems, we define a standard interface
of files to use for our tool. Three different files are required
as input for such a visualization :

« File lifecycles: File that contains all the operations for
each file used by the application. The expected format is
presented in listings 1.

« Data movements: File that describes data movements be-
tween the different tiers. The expected format is presented
in listings 2.
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o Storage tiers metadata: Metadata file that contains the
size of the tiers and the maximum memory size allowed
for the application use. Optionally, the threshold used for
triggering the cache eviction can be specified.

Any file respecting this standard can be imported and
visualized through the Web interface.

E. Architecture and implementation choices

The architecture of FiLiP is available in figure 2. The
first step is the extraction of the raw data describing the
file lifecycles, the memory movements and the storage tiers
metadata. This data is then given to the file-extractor module
that produces JSON files with the format described in listings
1 and 2. Once these files are created, they are given to the
front-end interface that renders the profiling information for
the application. This front-end interface communicates through
a REST HTTP API that returns for each visualization the
required data.

The Web front-end is developed using the reactive javascript
framework Vue.js [3] and the visualization components devel-
oped using the D3.js library. All computations rely on a REST
API, developed using the Python framework FastAPI [1].
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TABLE II
FILE MANIPULATION BEHAVIOR FOR THE THREE CASE STUDIES

Application | Total files | File re-used | Number of read | Number of write | Number of open | Number of close

NEMO 56 22 1600
S3DIO 6 6 6274
NAMD 14 10 1346

Tier Monitoring File-Extractor

System

10 Profiling
10 Profiler Back- 10 Profiler Front-
end API End
Fig. 2: FiLiP’s architecture
Client

Threshold 90 %

RAM Destagers

Data Node

Flash Destagers

£ [Transported datal
S} [Dirty Data]
{S [Clean Data]

Fig. 3: Schematic representation of the burst buffer

IV. CASE STUDIES

To highlight the usefulness of FiLiP, we test it on a three
levels hierarchical storage (RAM, NVMe, HDD). The RAM
and NVMe are deployed as a data node, also called burst
buffer [20] [27] [6], a fast intermediate layer located between
the compute nodes and the end storage. A monitoring system is
deployed on the burst buffer to capture file transfers through
the storage hierarchy and observe the I/O flow between the
different layers, as displayed in figure 3. When data comes to a
cache level, the data has not yet been flushed to the underlying
tier and is labeled as dirty. As soon as it is flushed, it is flagged
as clean and can be evicted from the cache level.
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9904 106 106
31365 38 38
3959 244 244

To show the usefulness of FiLiP on production use-cases,
we select two scientific applications and a popular I/O bench-
mark: NEMO [?], NAMD [23] and S3DIO [?] which imple-
ments the I/O kernel of the S3D HPC application. Because
of their many parallel accesses and their high file re-use
rate, these applications are relevant to show the usefulness
of FiLiP and representative of the behavior of I/O intensive
HPC applications. All of these applications are run on the
burt buffer using different tiers size, to display the impact of
the tier size on file movements and consequently application’s
performance, that can only be detected through FiLiP.

A. Experimentation scenarios and hardware

Each applications has been selected for its specific and
representative behavior of sub-classes of HPC applications.
Indeed, NEMO generates a large number of files and exhibits
a high degree of file manipulation and re-use, S3DIO is an
1/0O intensive application generating a low number of files, and
NAMD is very sensitive to hardware variation due to large I/0
bursts. Table I summarizes the file manipulation characteristics
of these three applications.

Each application is run using FiLiP according to three
scenarios with a fixed combination of the available space on
tiers 1 (RAM) and 2 (NVMe), and an infinite size for tier
3 (HDD) as detailed on table II. The variation in size of
the different tiers shows how FiLiP can help to understand
the reasons behind file movements and policy efficiency when
hardware parameters or cache policy are subject to change.

TABLE I
TIER SIZE FOR EACH SCENARIO
Scenario | RAM Size | NVME Size

1 1 GiB 5GiB
2 32GiB 500 GiB
3 100 GiB 1024 GiB

Table III gathers the hit rates for the two first tiers and the
miss rate when data is neither in the first tier nor in the second.
We have chosen scenarios that show the difference of hit rates
for the applications when we change the size of the fastest
tier. So we can study the evolution of the hit rate when we
present new cache movement policies in further works.

The eviction policy used in the three scenarios is Least
Recently Used (LRU) cache management policy [16], parame-
terized to be triggered when a threshold of 90% of the physical
capacity is reached. When this limit is reached, the dirty data
is evicted from the filled cache level.

Every applications are run on a single node, with 134GiB
memory, an AMD EPYC 7H12 processor with 64 cores. The
data node RAM is a DDR4 and the SSD is an NVMe. The
HDD storage bay relies on the Lustre filesystem.
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TABLE III
COMPARISON OF FILE MOVEMENTS STATISTICS PER AP- PLICATION AND
SCENARIOS

RAM hit rate | Flash hit rate Miss

NAMD 13.39 % 10 % 76%

: NEMO 99% 0% 1%
@ [ S3DIO 0.1% 0% 99.9%
NAMD 27% 0% 73%

2 NEMO 99% 0% 1%
@ | S3DIO 0.1% 0 % 99.9%
NAMD 27% 0% 73%

2 NEMO 99% 0% 1%
@ [ S3DIO 0.1% 0% 99.9%

B. NEMO

NEMO [?] (Nucleus for European Modeling of the Ocean)
is a state-of-the-art modeling framework for research activities
in ocean and climate sciences. It is characterized by a signif-
icant file re-use, highlighting the importance of a custom file
placement policy in the hierarchical storage to keep the most
accessed files in the most efficient tier.

a) Application configuration: For our experiment, we use
the GYRE configuration, which simulates the seasonal cycle
of a double-gyre box model, and which is often used for I/O
benchmarking purpose as it is very simple to increase grid
resolution and does not require any input file. In our case, the
grid resolution is set to 5 and the number of MPI processes
to 32 to increase the I/O activity.

b) Characterization of file lifecycle behavior: For this

configuration, the application generates a total of 56 files,
that are opened and closed 106 times, to realize 9904 writes,
and 1600 reads. Over the 32 manipulated files, 10 are re-used
which represent a ratio of 32%. Regardless of the used
scenario, we observe in table III a hit rate of 99% for the
first tier, as the whole dataset fits in tier 1. The misses are
due to the cold accesses performed at the beginning of the
application’s execution, corresponding to the first access
of these files on the filesystem before moving them to the
highest performing tier.
The lifecycle behavior of NEMO, displayed in figure 4a,
shows that the application concentrates its writes
mainly on output files, such as ocean.output and
output.namelist.dyn, performing several checkpoints
within the application’s lifetime. The configuration file
namelist_cfg is often re-used as well, this time through
read-only accesses, accessed at different moments during
the application execution. Files corresponding to the
checkpointing of the simulation grid (such as GYRE_ «
files) or describing the state of the mesh grid (such as
mesh_mask_» files) are accessed more sporadically for
computation purposes, and always within a short timespan.

¢) Consequences on file placement policy: Despite its
very high hit rate in this configuration, this application illus-
trates the need for a file lifecycle-based policy to manage
file placement, especially if considered in a setting gener-
ating a higher volume of data. As we can see from fig-
ure 4a, results files, recognizable by the xoutput* regexp
in their filenames, such as output.namlist.dyn and
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ocean.output, are moved frequently between the tiers,
while a policy based on access frequency could have kept
these files in the highest performing tiers until the end of the
application execution.

On the other hand, checkpointing files (such as GYRE_ * files)
are only accessed for the duration of the checkpoint, and
should be evicted directly as soon as written in the last tier
to free some memory. As we can see from this example,
this priority-based cache eviction policy, selected from the
re-use rate, is not taken into account by the LRU policy
available within the tested burst buffer setting and used for
our experimentation. This leads to the eviction of data from
the higher tier that can be re-used in the future, causing an
increase of data access latency. This analysis on a file per file
basis can only be done through tools like FiLiP.

C. $3DIO

S3DIO is an I/O benchmarking application corresponding
to the I/O kernel of the S3D application, a continuum scale
first principles direct numerical chemical 3D-simulation code.
It is an I/Os intensive application with the highest number of
operations (6274 reads and 31365 writes) performed on only
6 files (against 56 for NEMO and 14 for NAMD), as can
be read from table I. All its files are re-used which shows
the interest of keeping them in the higher tiers for as long
as possible, and will be a good case study for a further fine
anticipated placement strategy of these files according to the
time sequence of their re-use.

a) Application configuration: Each axis of the three di-
mensions were set to 800 in order to perform the computations
on a large cube and increase the I/O activity of the application.
For each of these dimensions, we use four MPI processes.
We used a PnetCDF blocking API that allows users to first
post multiple requests and later flush them altogether in order
to achieve a better performance instead of a Nonblocking
API. The restart parameter is set to true in order to reuse a
previously written file and obtain more reads operations. The
number of checkpoints, which corresponds to the number of
output files as well, is set to 5 to obtain large I/Os bursts.

b) Characterization of file lifecycle behavior: The life-
cycle behavior of the S3DIO application is representative of an
I/O intensive application which puts each of its manipulated
files under pressure during all the execution time. In the first
scenario, we observe a negligible hit rate close to 0, despite
high file re-use, because the accessed blocks of the files are
changing all the time. We also observe that when the RAM
fills up the data starts to be evicted to flash and the same
phenomenon is observed from the flash to the disk. In the
second scenario, the hit rate is still very low, even if the higher
tiers size has have been increased due to a low blocks re-use.
The third scenario leads to a slightly different behavior: the
RAM (tier 1) size is large enough to contain all data, but the
hit rate is still the same. As can be seen from figure 4b, we
can observe that files corresponding to the grid description,
characterized by their xnc~+ extension, are accessed succes-
sively in long sequences of writes, except for the first file
pressure_wave_test.0.000E+00.field.nc corre-
sponding to the re-use of the previously written result file.
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(a) Nemo File lifecycles in the context of scenario 1

mm OPEN READ  mmm WRITE CLOSE
. TER1 TIER 2 DISK
) i
namelist_cfg 1
ot list.dyn | ] T I BT 11—
QUEpUT.nameElISL.cyn | o R TR VNS ST S8 [ RIT R THR U R BRI 0
u ut | I —
£ ocean.outp I TR T T NS T T I
] [
L GYRE_00000720 _restart_0001.nc 1
—
mesh_mask_0011.nc A Hrm
) |
time-step 1 IR
% 7 28 3 0 3 2 E
Timestamp {microseconds) 1e8+1 6548600000215
(b) S3DIO lifecycles in the context of scenario 1
) I |
pressure_wave test 0.000E+00 field.nc 7 A T
.
pressure_wave_test.1.000E-06.field.nc LN
.
pressure_wave_test.2. 000E-06.field.nc LTIE BB L1
|
pressure_wave_test.3.000E-06.field.nc BRI LR
.
pressure_wave_test 4 000E-06 field.nc M
695 70.0 705 710 s 720 725

Timestamp {microseconds) 1e9+1.6248000000215

(c) NAMD File lifecycles in the context of scenario 1

[ ] n n n | ] | ] n n n n I
stmv_sbb xst 1
stmv_sbb.dcd = u u L L 1 n Il [ | |
E strmv_sbb.vel 1 |
=]
5 -
2 stmv_sbb.coor 4 1
E "
par_all27_prot_na.inp 1
stmv. 28M _psf.inter 4 1
78 80 82 8

Timestamp {microseconds) 1e8+1.6553800000e15

Fig. 4: Lifecycles of the tested case studies

¢) Consequences on file placement policy: We can ob-
serve that the hit rate is very low because the cold access are
the majority. Thus, although the data already read once are
entirely in memory, the absence of a prefetch mechanism in
the current implementation of the burst buffer causes the hit
rate to remain very low. This could be improved by a lifecycle
based policy that prefetches data from disk when the file is
heavily re-used to predict future accesses.

D. NAMD

NAMD [23] is a parallel molecular dynamics code designed
for high-performance simulation of large bio-molecular sys-
tems. It has the particularity of being very dependent on the
storage hardware, due to its large I/O bursts, and is thus a
good use-case for FiLiP.

a) Application configuration: For our experiment, we use
the Satellite Tobacco Mosaic Virus (STMV-28M) configura-
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tion. This is a 3x3x3 replication of the original STMV dataset
from the official NAMD site, containing roughly 28 million
atoms. NAMD execution goes through 50 steps corresponding
to the number of simulation time steps to achieve. Another
parameter defines the number of steps after which a checkpoint
is performed that is set to 5 to obtain ten checkpoints per run
for a significant I/O activity.

b) Characterization of lifecycle behavior: This appli-
cation has the highest number of file activation, with 244
open and close, and a partial but high file re-use rate, as
10 files are re-used out of the 14. The lifecycle behavior of
this application provides several interesting file manipulation
cases. We observe that NAMD makes I/Os on many files,
each with a constant re-use rate. This results for each file in
small sequences of (open-read/write-close) as we can see in
figure 4c. We can observe also that the re-use rate is high due
to a systematic succession of operations on each file since its
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(a) Scenario 1

100 -

80 -

60 -

— ram
~=- flash
— disk

40 A

Usage (%)

20 A

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
Timestamp (microseconds) 1e8+1.65528el5

(b) Scenario 3

100

—— ram
—~=~ flash
801 —— disk

60 -

40 -

Usage (%)

20 -

36 38 40 42

44
Timestamp (microseconds)  1e8+1.6553el5

Fig. 5: Evolution of tiers fill for NAMD application

opening. NAMD handles a total of 14 files with a re-use ratio
of 71%, that are opened and closed 46 times, for a total 1346
writes and 3959 reads. The application reads a total amount
of 2.041 GB of data and gives different hit rates according to
the different scenarios and the size of the hierarchical storage.

In the first scenario, we observe a hit rate of 13% because
the RAM size is not big enough to contain all the data
previously read. The 76% of miss rate corresponds to the first
load of data from disk when it is read for the first time. An
identical behavior is observed for the second and the third
scenarios when all data fetched from disk fits in RAM and
the miss rate is only due to first time cold accesses. All the
data accessed a second time are already in the most performant
tier.

Adding to that, we can observe that the
input data, such as stmv.28M.psf.inter and
par_all27_prot_na.inp, are accessed once at the
start of the application and never re-used. Other files,
such as checkpointing files like stmv_sbb.xst and
stmv_sbb.dcd are heavely re-used.

c) Consequences on file placement policy: In the case
of NAMD application, the hit rate can be increased by a data
movement policy centered on the file lifecycles: a detection
of the heavily re-used files would have outperformed the
LRU. Similarly to S3DIO, the hit rate is low because of
cold access and the absence of a prefetching mechanism. By
using a predicting model that classifies input/output files we
could evict this type of input files directly after their use. The
checkpoint files are re-used and should be kept in RAM in
priority while input ones should be evicted.

d) Impact of file placement on tiers usage: FiLiP also
gives the possibility to visualize tiers filling over time. This
feature helps us to understand when and why the tier eviction
policy is triggered. In the case of our particular implementation
of a burst buffer, the file movement policy fills in priority
the fastest tier: tier 1, and tier2 is synchronized to the tierl
immediately such that it contains the same data.

Once they are removed from the most performant tier, they
are still present in the second one and can only be evicted
through a threshold based policy. As we can see from figure 5,
every time the 90% threshold is reached, the data is evicted
from the tier. This visualization allows us to determine how
an application reaches the limits of the most efficient tiers.
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In figure 5a, we can see that tiers 1 and 2 are very critical
resources for the NAMD application. Indeed, when the tier
usage threshold of 90% is reached, the data is evicted until
another low threshold of 80% is reached. This data is evicted
only when it is not dirty anymore, and an inefficient cache
movement policy could stall the application while the data is
awaiting eviction. In figure 5b, we present the evolution within
scenario 3, where the higher tiers are large enough to contain
the whole data, and therefore the eviction policy is never
triggered. This confirms that an efficient file placement policy
for hierarchical storage should necessarily take into account
the size of the available storage, and especially for restricted
resources. For NAMD application, the RAM hit rate goes from
27% in the case of a large RAM (scenario 3), as displayed in
table III, to 13% in the case of smaller one (scenario 1).

V. CONCLUSION AND FURTHER WORKS

In this work, we have presented a file-based profiling tool
called FiLiP to consider I/O from another perspective in
the case of hierarchical storage, by giving the possibility to
investigate file re-use properties present in HPC and scientific
computing. This tool allows the understanding of how these
files are used by the applications during their entire life cycle
and the consequences of these re-use on the file movements
through the hierarchical storage. Using FiLiP, we analyze and
describe the file behavior of 3 different HPC applications:
NEMO, S3DIO and NAMD, and give some interesting insights
to better understand file manipulations and allow in the future
a smarter file placement policies with reduced miss rates.
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