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New records of two beetle species in Hungary
(Coleoptera: Silvanidae, Eucinetidae)
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Abstract — The first records of two beetle (Coleoptera) species, Airaphilus perangustus Lindberg,
1943 (Silvanidae) and Nycteus hopffgarteni (Reitter, 1885) (Eucinetidae) from Hungary are
reported.
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INTRODUCTION

In the frame of our ongoing faunistical survey which includes collecting in
various parts of Hungary and revision of material from public and private
collections, two species were found to be new to Hungary. Necessary translations
and explanatory comments to label data are given in square brackets, while the
number of examined specimens and their depositories in parentheses.

Abbreviations — CBT = collection of Béla Talldsi, Szolnok; CDS = collection
of Dezsé Szaldki, Budapest; CJS = collection of Jozsef Sar, K6vagotottds;
CZS = collection of Zsolt Saghy, Székesfehérvair; HNHM = Coleoptera
Collection of the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest; JPM =
collection of the Janus Pannonius Miizeum, Pécs.
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RESULTS

Family: Silvanidae
Airaphilus perangustus Lindberg, 1943
(Figs 1-2)

Material examined — Hungary: Hajdu-Bihar county, Hortobagyi N. P.
[= Hortobagy National Park], Ujszentmargita, Margitai erd [= Margita forest],
13.V1.1974, No 38., leg. Z. Kaszab (1 specimen, HNHM); Zala county, Kis-
Balaton, Fenékpuszta, Haldsz-rét [= Haldsz meadow], 15-22.V1.2000, pitfall
trap, leg. Zs. Saghy (1 specimen, CZS); same locality and collecting method,
30.VI.-6.VIL.2000, leg. A. Takdcs & Zs. Saghy (1 specimen, HNHM); same data
but 27.VIL.-2.VII1.2000 (1 specimen, HNHM); same locality and collecting
method, 29.111.-4.1V.2001, leg. Zs. Sdghy (1 specimen, CZS); same locality and
collecting method, 5-12.VIL.2001, leg. A. Takdcs & Zs. Saghy (1 specimen,
HNHM); same locality and collecting method, 26.VIL.-3.VIIL.2001, leg.
Zs. Saghy (1 specimen, CZS); same data but 26.IV.-8.V.2002 (1 specimen,
CZS); same data but 24.VII.-1.VIIL.2002 (2 specimens, CZS); same data but
20.VL.-20.VIL.2005 (1 specimen, CZS); Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg county,
Bokony, Ko6z6s legelé [= pasture], 5.1.2021, singled under Verbascum leaves,
leg. N. Téth (1 specimen, CDS); same locality, 22.1.2021, sieving, leg. N. Téth
(3 specimens, CDS); same locality and collecting method, 30.1.2021, leg.
D. Szaldki (7 specimens, CDS, 3 specimens, HNHM, 1 specimen, CJS); same
locality and collecting method, 21.I1.2021, leg. N. Téth (2 specimens, CDS);
same locality and collecting method, 24.111.2021, leg. D. Szaldki (1 specimen,
CDS); Hajdu-Bihar county, Hajduhadhdz, liget [= park], 27.1V.2021, sieving,
leg. D. Szaldki (1 specimen, CDS); Hajdu-Bihar county, Ujszentmargita, Dogés-
lapos, rét [= meadow], 15.V1.2021, D-vac, leg. E. Szita (2 specimens, CDS); Gyér-
Moson-Sopron county, Kapuvar, Osli-Hany, 29.I1V.-26.V.2022, pitfall trap, leg.
P. Kovécs & Cs. Szinetar (2 specimens, HNHM).

Remarks — Previously only one species of the genus Airaphilus
Redtenbacher, 1858, namely Airaphilus elongatus (Gyllenhal, 1813), was known
from Hungary. However, congeneric specimens were collected in 2021 around
Bokony (Szabolcs-Szatmér-Bereg county, Northeastern Hungary), and were
identified as Airaphilus perangustus. Following this discovery, the authors
examined the Airaphilus specimens kept in the HNHM, and it turned out
that most of the specimens previously determined as Airaphilus elongatus were
misidentified, and belong to Airaphilus perangustus, including the voucher
specimen from the Hortobagy National Park, on which the first report of the
Hungarian occurrence of Airaphilus elongatus was based (ApAM 1983).
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Airaphilus perangustus represents a new species to Hungary; previously
this species was known from Finland, Poland, and Switzerland (HALSTEAD
et al. 2007). Similar revisions of materials identified as Airaphilus elongatus
and deposited in other European collections may reveal further country records
for Airaphilus perangustus.

Proposed Hungarian name: karcst fogasnyaku-lapbogar.

Identification - Airaphilus perangustus can be distinguished from
Airaphilus elongatus by the following diagnostic characters: pronotum is
conspicuously longer than its width; lateral margins of elytra are parallel, and
almost 4x as long as their width at the level of the shoulders; antennae and legs
are brown, and are relatively shorter than in Airaphilus elongatus. However, in
Airaphilus elongatus the pronotum is slightly longer than its width (in males)
or as long as its width (in females); lateral margins of elytra are curved, and
less than 3x as long as their width at the level of the shoulders; antennae and
legs are black, and relatively longer than in Airaphilus perangustus. Both species
are small, body length of Airaphilus perangustus is 2.6-3.3 mm, and that of
Airaphilus elongatus is 2.6-3.3 mm.

Figs 1-2. Airaphilus perangustus Lindberg, 1943, 1 = adult specimen (photo by Imre Retezar),
2 = its habitat at Bokény, Hungary (photo by Dezs6 Szaldki)
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Airaphilus elongatus (Gyllenhal, 1813)

Material examined - Hungary: Baranya county, Villanyi-hegység
[= Villiny Mountains], Harsanyi-hegy [= Harsanyi Mountain], 15.V.1972,
leg. S. Horvatovich (1 specimen, JPM); Somogy county, Barcsi-8sbordkds
[= Barcs Juniper Forest], 24.X1.1979, leg. S. Horvatovich & J. Sar (1 specimen,
JPM); Somogy county, Dardny, Nagy-berek, 6.1X.1996, leg. A. Podlussany
(1 specimen, HNHM).

Remarks — As noted above, part of the previously published data on this
species (HORVATOVICH 1980, 1981, MERKL 1998) actually refer to Airaphilus
perangustus. However, the specimens listed above were correctly identified as
Airaphilus elongatus, therefore there is no need to delete this species from the
fauna of Hungary. Based on the data above, adults of Airaphilus species can
mostly be found in late autumn or early spring, in drying meadows and marsh
habitats.

Family: Eucinetidae
Nycteus hopffgarteni (Reitter, 1885)
(Figs 3-4)

Material examined - Hungary: Baranya county, Kovacsszénija,
Tekeresi-volgy [= Tekeresi valley], Herman Otté-té6 [Herman Ottd lake],
46°10’427/18°07°13”, 175 m, 26-27.V1.2021, leg. B. Tallési (1 specimen, CBT,
1 specimen, HNHM).

Remarks — Previously only one species of the family Eucinetidae, namely
Eucinetus haemorrhoidalis (Germar, 1818), was known from Hungary
(MERKL & VIG 2011); this species is considered to be widespread in the
Pannonian biogeographical region.

Here we report another species of the family, Nycteus hopffgarteni, as
new to Hungary; the voucher specimen belongs to the Nycteus hopffgarteni
hopffgarteni subspecies of the species.

According to VIT (2006), Nycteus hopffgarteni was known from Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania,
Slovakia, and Yugoslavia (Serbia, Montenegro). The Hungarian record in
Vit (2006) is erroneous, as it is most probably based on a record from
Herkulesfiird6 published by KuTHY (1897), now belonging to Romania
(Herkulesfiirdé = Baile Herculane in Carag-Severin county, Romania). Therefore,
the first Hungarian record of this species is the one reported here.

Nycteus hopffgarteni is usually found in undisturbed, old forests, and
develops in dead wood interwoven with fungal threads.

Proposed Hungarian name: Hopffgarten-dlmaroka.
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Identification — Nycteus hopffgarteni can be readily distinguished from
Eucinetus haemorrhoidalis by the following diagnostic characters: body is
yellowish-red with yellow pilosity or blackish brown with light shoulders and
apex; apices of hind tibiae possess two large spurs; elytra are evenly punctate;
body length 3.2-4.1 mm. This species is relatively stockier than Eucinetus
haemorrhoidalis. In Eucinetus haemorrhoidalis the body is brownish black, while
apices of elytra, antennae and legs are red; apices of hind tibiae possess one large
spur; elytra are covered with dense, thin, transverse, scratched wrinkles; body
length 3-3.6 mm.

Figs 3-4. Nycteus hopffgarteni (Reitter, 1885), 3 = adult specimen (photo by Imre Retezér), 4 = its
habitat at Kovécsszéndja, Hungary (photo by Béla Tall6si)

Acknowledgements — The authors are grateful to Imre Retezér for the photos, to Norbert
Téth for collecting some of the above reported specimens of Airaphilus perangustus, and to
the staff members of the museum collections (HNHM, JPM). The voucher specimens of
Nycteus hopffgarteni were collected during field work organised by the Hungarian Biodiversity
Research Society.
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