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If there is one thing that is dear to every ecologist, it is 
biodiversity. In this provocative book, Haring challenges 
the idea that biodiversity has a high value by articulating 
his arguments into three questions. Does biodiversity loss 
generate severe pain, cause a collapse, or is it a tragedy in 
itself? After defining biodiversity and what can be consid-
ered as a tragedy, he starts a debate. Haring does not deny 
that some species provide clear benefits to humans, that they 
are functional in ecosystems, can feel pain, or have a cultural 
value. Yet, he reasons that none of these arguments alone 
can justify the importance of all species and that, in the 
quest for the value of biodiversity, we should ask ourselves 
whether a high diversity is needed or not. Diversity itself is 
no good; it is the diversity of good things that is good, he 
says. He concludes his essay begging the readers to admit 
that they value biodiversity only because they love it and 
nothing more. Yet, I would argue that biodiversity can and 
should be valued for multiple reasons, that there is no need 
for a universal justification. Moreover, who should judge its 
value? Anybody, according to the author. But if a biologist 
is asked to judge an art collection and she fails to see why it 
would be disastrous to lose it, would it say something about 
the actual value of the collection or about her judgment? 
The scientific facts in the book are sometimes inaccurate or 

based on old literature, and the scientific content should be 
taken with a grain of salt. Overall, the book seems directed 
to conservation practitioners and its function may be to show 
ecologists why some people perceive the fight against biodi-
versity loss as meaningless. Yet, let’s not forget that extinc-
tion is irreversible, and that species nowadays disappear at 
unnatural rates because of human activities. Halting biodi-
versity loss means fighting against deforestation, pollution, 
climate change and, ultimately, for our survival. This is why 
failing to recognise biodiversity loss as a disaster could have 
catastrophic consequences.

Funding Open Access funding enabled and organized by Projekt 
DEAL.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adapta-
tion, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long 
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, 
provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes 
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless indicated 
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in 
the article's Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will 
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a 
copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s42974-022-00110-w&domain=pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Bas Haring: Why biodiversity loss is not a disaster



