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BIOGRAPHY*

Private life – Jenő Papp was born on 20th May 1933 in Budapest. His mother, 
Ibolya Marcsekényi, a primary school teacher, deceased in 1969. His father, Dr. 
Ágoston Papp, a paediatrist, deceased in 1960. Jenő Papp married his fi rst wife, 
Irma Kolep, a librarian in 1959; their daughter, Zsófi a Papp, was born in 1962, their 
son, Jenő Papp Jr., was born in 1964. He was married again in 1979 with Ágnes 
Árpási, a secondary school teacher. He died on 11th December 2017 in Budapest.

Qualifi cations – Jenő Papp graduated as certifi ed zoologist in 1956 at the 
Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest. He obtained university doctorate degree in 
1962. In 1976 he earned the Candidate of Biological Science degree (equivalent of 
PhD) with his dissertation entitled “Evolutionary trends of the braconid species 
Apanteles and their signifi cance in the biological control”. In 2002 he acquired the 
honorary Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (biology) title (DSc de-
gree) with his dissertation entitled “Taxonomical, systematical, zoogeographical 
and applied entomological studies on braconid wasps”.

Employments – Between 3rd April and 30th September 1956 Jenő Papp 
worked as a trainee journalist for “Élet és Tudomány” [=Life and Science], a 
weekly magazine of popular science communication. From 1st October 1956 he 
was employed by Bakony Museum, Veszprém (Museums of Veszprém County), 
as an assistant museologist, curator of natural history collections. He was pro-
moted as a museologist in 1962, then as a deputy director and a senior research 
fellow in 1967. From 1st January 1970 he was employed by the Hungarian Natural 
History Museum, Department of Zoology (HNHM, Budapest), as senior cura-
tor of the Hymenoptera Collection. In 1993 Jenő Papp was also appointed as a 
chief counsellor of the Directorate of HNHM. He worked as senior curator of 
HNHM Hymenoptera Collection until he retired on 28th December 1995. Aft er 
his retirement, he was a contractual research fellow for 3 years, then a voluntary 
researcher of HNHM until his death in 2017.

Museology and survey of the Bakony Mts – During his years in the Bakony 
Museum he organised the scientifi c research of the Bakony Mountains (from 1962 
to 1969), supported by the Directorate of Museums of Veszprém County. In co-
operation with several Hungarian researchers and amateur naturalists Jenő Papp 
was the leader of the project “Th e Natural Landscape of the Bakony Mountains”; 
he organized and supervised the zoological, botanical, geological, palaeontologi-
cal, pedological, hydrological, meteorological, and environmental research of the 
Bakony Mts. It is worth to note that this project was one of the fi rst large-scale, long-
term, comprehensive scientifi c fi eld surveys of a certain area in Hungary. During 

* Th is section is largely based on Dr J. Papp’s autobiography.
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the fi eld work of this project, he collected and identifi ed about 60,000 insects 
and several thousands of other natural history objects, and with those he estab-
lished the zoological, and particularly the entomological, collection of the Bakony 
Museum. He published several scientifi c papers about the project in general and 
about his faunistical fi ndings, as well as popular science communication articles 
about the fi ndings of the project. In 1964 Jenő Papp founded and edited the fi rst 
eight volumes of the monographic series “Resultationes Investigationum Rerum 
Naturalium Montium Bakony” [Results of the Natural History Investigations of 
the Bakony Mountains] to publish the results of the project. In 1969 he developed 
the foundation plan for the independent Bakony Natural History Museum in Zirc 
(Veszprém county). His plan was approved by the authorities, however, the coor-
dination of the implementation was left  to his successor colleague, as Jenő Papp 
left  the Bakony Museum at the end of 1969, and started working in the Hungarian 
Natural History Museum.

During his years in the Hymenoptera Collection of HNHM he collected 
hundreds of thousands insects for the museum, especially in the frame of the fau-
nistical surveys of the Hungarian national parks and during his collecting trips in 

Fig. 2. Dr Jenő Papp in  his offi  ce (Hungarian Natural History Museum, 1970) (unknown photog-
rapher)
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Korea, Armenia, India, former Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Greece. He maintained 
and managed the whole Hymenoptera Collection with his famous, outstanding 
precision, and within it he re-organised the Braconidae collection (the hymenop-
teran family of his primary research interest); to this present day it is the most 
well organised part of the Hymenoptera Collection, and, due to the high number 
of deposited type specimens, one of the most signifi cant part of the collection for 
taxonomists.

Fig. 3. Dr Jenő Papp during collecting in 1974 (Hortobágy, Hungary) (unknown photographer)
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Scientifi c research – Jenő Papp was a world widely known and acknowledged 
expert of Braconidae; for nearly six decades he studied taxonomy, systemat-
ics, faunistics and zoogeography of this family, and the role of braconid wasps 
in plant and forest protection. He made signifi cant contributions to taxonomy, 
identifi cation and faunistics of Braconidae of the Carpathian Basin, the Western 
and Eastern Palaearctic regions, the Oriental, Australian, Afrotropical and the 
Neotropical regions. He published 340 scientifi c papers (see List of publications), 
and described 822 taxa (801 species, 17 genera, 4 subgenera) of Braconidae (see 
Yu et al. (2012) and J. Papp’s subsequent publications). He also critically revised 
and redescribed nearly 200 braconid wasp species of 19th century authors, mak-
ing them comparable to later described species and to future discoveries. His spe-
cies descriptions, redescriptions and identifi cation keys were illustrated by his 
own excellent line drawings. He visited and studied the Braconidae collection 
of several institutions in Athens, Berlin, Brno, Dresden, Eberswalde, Innsbruck, 
Krakow, Leiden, London, Lund, Munich, Paris, Praha, Saint Petersburg, Wage-
nin gen, Warszawa, Wien, and Yerevan.

Editorial works and public activities – Jenő Papp edited several Hungarian 
scientifi c journals with professional precision: Resultationes Investigationum 

Fig. 4. Dr Jenő Papp in the Bakony Natural History Museum (Zirc, 2010) (photo by Cs. Kutasi)
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Rerum Naturalium Montium Bakony (1964–1969), Folia entomologica hungarica 
(1971–1972), Annales historico-naturales Musei nationalis hungarici (1973–1990), 
Acta Zoologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae (1990–1993). From 1955 Jenő 
Papp was a member of the Hungarian Entomological Society, and from 1973 
member of the Board of Trustees of the Society; he held 49 presentations on the 
regular scientifi c meetings of the Society.

Appreciations – In recognition of his outstanding works in entomology and 
museology, Jenő Papp earned each of the three “Imre Frivaldszky Medals” from 
the Hungarian Entomological Society (Bronze Medal in 1965, Silver Medal in 
1986, Gold Medal in 2004); it is worth to note that he was the fi rst Hungarian en-
tomologist who was awarded by all the three Medals. He earned the “For Socialist 
Culture” award three times, in 1967 from the Veszprém County Council, then 
in 1979 and 1989 from the Ministry of Education and Culture. In 1972 the 
Directorate of Museums of Veszprém County honoured him with “Honorary 
Membership for Long Years of Service”. Th e Hungarian Natural History Museum 
granted him for “Twenty Years of Service” (1976) and for “Th irty Years of 
Service” (1986). In 1996 Jenő Papp earned the “Dr Gusztáv Szelényi Memorial 
Medal” from the Hungarian Agronomical Society. In 2000 he was awarded by the 
“Pro Studio et Fidei” Medal.

He was honoured by the scientifi c community with 48 taxa named aft er him 
(patronyms are listed as described, in alphabetical order): Coleoptera: Carabus 
canaliculatus pappianus Mandl, 1980; Hymenoptera: Agathis pappei Nixon, 1986, 
Aleiodes (Hemigyroneuron) pappi Butcher et Quicke, 2011, Australodynerus pappi 
Olmi, 1992, Bitomus pappi Tobias, 1998, Blacus pappianus Haeselbart, 1973, Bra-
con (Bracon) pappi Chen et Yang, 2006, Bracon (Glabrobracon) jenoi Beyarslan, 
2010, Bracon (Uncobracon) pappi Tobias, 2000, Braunsia pappi Chen et Yang, 2006, 
Caenophanes pappi Belokobylskij, 2010, Cardiochiles pappi Oltra et Falco, 1997, 
Catolaccus pappi Szelényi, 1982, Choeras pappi Narendran, 1998, Cotesia pappi 
Inanç, 2002, Cremnopoides pappi Chen et Yang, 2005, Cremnops pappi Chen et 
Yang, 2005, Cremnops pappi Sharkey, 1996, Dichoteleas pappi Szabó, 1971, Dino-
trema pappi Peris-Felippo, 2013, Exochus pappi Kusigemati, 1984, Gafsa pappi 
Th uróczy et Trjapitzin, 1990, Gryon pappi Mineo, 1983, Heterocola pappi Kolarov, 
1989, Leiophron pappi Shamim et Samiuddin, 2009, Loxotropa pappi Szabó, 1974, 
Metrinotus pappi Móczár, 1970, Microchelonus pappi Tobias, 1985, Neorhaconotus 
pappi Belokobylskij, Iqbal et Austin, 2004, Opius (Phaedrotoma) pappi Samiuddin 
et Ahmad, 2009, Orgilus pappianus Taeger, 1987, Orgilus parapappianus Chou, 
1995, Pambolus (Phaenodus) pappi Braet et van Achterberg, 2003, Pappia Szabó, 
1974, Pappobracon Tobias, 2000, Perilitus eugenii Haeselbarth, 1999, Perilitus pappi 
Belokobylskij, 2000, Phanerotoma pappi Zettel, 1990, Rhytimorpha pappi Quicke et 
Butcher, 2018, Stenodynerus pappi Giordano Soika, 1976, Symphya pappi Zaykov, 
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1982, Telenomus pappi Szabó, 1978, Tenthredo pappi Zombori, 1978, Tri chomalopsis 
pappi Kamijo, 1983, Trioxys pappi Takada, 1979, Trypoxylon pappi Tsu ne ki, 1974, 
Yelicones pappi Quicke et Chishti, 1997; Tardigrada: Hypsibius pappi Iharos, 1966.
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