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of ancient Egyptian antiquities come to the fore. The third study, written by Rania 
Mohammad Ibrahim, concerns the period between the twelfth and fourteenth cen-
turies and the economic boycott between the Islamic East and Europe. This study 
focuses on key cases of economic boycotts between Muslims and Christians. In her 
writing, she explains the decisions by the papacy to prohibit European cities to trade 
with Muslims, and the extent of these cities’ commitment to the Pope’s decisions. 

In the next study, Ágnes Judit Szilágyi presents the career of the French-
Portuguese pianist Marie-Antoinette Aussenac (1883–1971). We learn that in 1920 
her personality caught the attention of the Atlântida magazine. The presentation of this 
aspect is definitely special since we know little about the lives and work of female char-
acters at the beginning of the twentieth century. It adds to the thrill of reading about 
Aussenac’s career that  in the early thirties she became a follower of Babism, the Shia 
reformist movement. The next piece by Viola Szabó is a historical work on the tomb 
of Gül Baba in today’s Budapest. The mausoleum of Gül Baba was a well-known site of 
pilgrimage for Muslims and Turks in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Relying 
on archival sources, Szabó gives an insight into its importance in the twentieth century. 
We also get clues about the context of the Budapest government’s efforts to support 
the Muslim community in the early twentieth century. Because of its topic, this piece 
might be better placed in the next block focusing on East Central Europe.

The second block is entitled “Twentieth Century Contacts between East-
Central Europe and the Near East.” The articles present economic and diplomatic 
relations between the two regions during the Cold War period. In the first study, 
Elizabeth Bishop examines the role of the Yugoslav presidential ship Galeb in Arab–
European relations, highlighting the meeting between Josip Broz Tito and Gamal 
Abdul Nasser. At the beginning of the study, the author describes the origin and 
diplomatic importance of the ship. Then she presents relations between Egypt 
and Yugoslavia, the cooperation in the nationalisation of the Suez Canal. Lukács 
Krajcsír’s paper “From Strong Military Cooperation to Headless Evacuation,” pre-
sents the relations between Czechoslovakia and Egypt, starting from the conclu-
sion of the 1955 Arms Purchase Agreement to the outbreak of the Suez Crisis. The 
study describes the economic and political relations between the two countries. The 
author points out that trade between Czechoslovakia and Egypt was based not only 
on arms sales, but also on the sale of many other products, such as diesel equipment, 
locomotives, tractors, and others. Krajcsír uses a number of archival sources that 
can serve as a priority database of information for further research on the subject. 

In their paper, Abdallah Abdel-Ati Al-Naggar and László J. Nagy examine 
Iraqi–Hungarian relations between 1958 and 1989. The study uses interesting archi-
val sources which show from a new perspective the activities of Hungarian diplo-
mats, the establishment of important meetings, and the development of economic 




