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(Budapest, 1924. jinius 24.)

Az Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamokban él,
a Magyar Tudomdnyos Akadémia

kiilso tagja

asz16 Fuchs was born on June
24, 1924 in Budapest, into an
academic family: his father
was a linguist and a member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
In his mother’s family there were several
mathematicians — Vera T. So0s, member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
is his cousin. He began working for the
Mathematical and Physical Journal for
Secondary Schools when attending the
fifth level of the Grammar School of the
Pest Jewish Congregation. He continued
his studies at the Pazmany Péter University
(later Eotvos Lorand University), where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in 1946
and a doctorate with a dissertation on
quasi-primary ideals in 1947 — together
with four excellent students of professor

uchs Laszl6 1924. janius
24-¢n sziiletett Budapesten, tudos
csaladban: édesapja nyelvész volt,
a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
rendes tagja. Edesanyjanak csaladjaban
sok kivald matematikus volt — els6fok
unokatestvére T. Sos Vera, a Magyar
Tudomanyos Akadémia rendes tagja.
A Pesti Izraelita Hitk6zségi Gimnazium
otodik osztalyos ndvendekekeént kezdett
dolgozni a Kozépiskolai Matematikai
Lapoknak. Tanulményait a Pazmany
Péter Tudoményegyetemen (a késobbi
Eotvos Lorand Tudoményegyetemen)
folytatta, ahol 1946-ban kozépiskolai
tanari diplomat, 1947-ben PhD fokozatot
idealelmeletekrdl irta. Egyik tagja volt
az un. ,,Big Five” csoportnak, az 1924-ben
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Leopold Fejér — as one of the “Big

Five”, the most distinguished Hungarian
mathematicians /Janos Aczél (Debrecen —
Waterloo), Akos Csaszar (Budapest),
Laszl6 Fuchs (Budapest — New Orleans),
Steven S. Gaal (Minneapolis) and Janos
Horvéth (Maryland)/, all of them born in
1924. The BIG 5 x 80 =400 — birthday
conference was given in honour of their
80" birthday at the Alfréd Rényi Institute
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in
June 2004, where all of them were present
and read lectures. He spent about 20 years
holding positions (during 1954-66 he was
professor and one of the deans from 1954
to 1957) at the Eotvos Lorand University
and at the Mathematical Research Institute
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
He was treasurer of the Janos Bolyai
Mathematical Society from 1949 until
1963, and secretary-general of the society
from 1953 to 1966.

In 1966 he went to the University of
Miami and joined the Tulane faculty

in 1968. At Tulane, he chaired the
mathematics department from 1977 to
1979, then moved to Tulane University
in New Orleans, Louisiana, where

he advised 21 of his 26 PhD students
(Mathematics Genealogy Project), held
the W. R. Irby Professorship from 1979
to 1992 and Phillips Distinguished Chair
in Mathematics until his retirement. He
retired in 2004 and is now the Evelyn and
John G. Phillips Distinguished Professor
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sziiletett ot kivalé magyar matematikus
(Aczél Janos — Debrecen, Waterloo,
Csészar Akos — Budapest, Fuchs Lasz16
— Budapest, New Orleans, Gaal Istvan
Sandor — Minneapolis és Horvath Janos
— Maryland) Fejér Lipot tanitvanya

volt. 2004 janiuséban, nyolcvanadik
szliletésnapjuk alkalmébdl az MTA Rényi
Alfréd Matematikai Kutatointézete

BIG 5 x 80 = 400 cimmel sziiletésnapi
konferenciat rendezett, ahol mind az
oten ott voltak és el6adast tartottak.

20 évet toltott az Eotvos Lorand
Tudomanyegyetemen (1954-66-ban
professzor, 1954-57-ben dékén is volt) és
az MTA Matematikai Kutatointézetében.
1949-t61 1963-ig kincstarosa, 1953-

1966 kozott fotitkara volt a Bolyai Janos
Matematikai Tarsasagnak.

1966-ban a Miami Egyetemen kapott
allast, 1968-ban kertilt a Tulane

tagozatra, ahol 1977-t61 1979-1g vezette

a matematikai intézetet. 1979-t61 a New
Orleans, Lousianai Tulane Egyetemen
dolgozik, ahol a (matematikai geneologiai
project) 26 PhD hallgatoja koziil 21-nek

0 volt a mentora. 1979-t61 1992-ig

W. R Irby professzor, majd nyugdijazasaig
Phillips Distinguished professzor.

2004-es nyugdijba vonuldsa 6ta

a matematika Evelyn and John Phillips
distinguished professor emeritusa.

A Tulane Egyetemen azonban joval
korabban, az 1961-62-es tanévben jart
el6szor, amikor tobb mas amerikai
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Emeritus in Mathematics. However,

his first visit to Tulane University was

in the academic year 1961/62, when he
was invited to several other universities
as well. In the first week of June 1962

he attended a conference in Las Cruces,
New Mexico, where the now leading
experts of Abelian theory could meet. In
September 1963 another conference was
held in Tihany (Hungary), sponsored by
the International Mathematics Union. “I
am pretty much convinced that the New
Mexico and the Tihany conferences were
important milestones in the history of the
theory” — he writes in his article Abelian
Groups in Hungary published in Rocky
Mountain Journal of Mathematics (Volume
32. Number 4. Winter 2002). In the same
article he writes a lot about his friend and
colleague, Tibor Szele, whose early death
was “an immense loss for the theory of
abelian groups”.

Professor Fuchs is a great teacher, he

has 111 academic descendants, many

of them through his students at E6tvos
Lorand University, George Gritzer, E. T.
Schmidt and Richard Wiegandt. Volume
59, Issue 1-2, November 2008 of the
journal Algebra Universalis was dedicated
to George Gritzer and E. Tamas Schmidt
on the occasion of their 70th birthday, and
contains his article: Reminiscaences about
George Gritzer and E. Tamas Schmidt
2008.
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egyetemre is meghivtak. 1962 juniusanak
els6 hetében részt vett egy konferencian
az Uj-mexikoéi Las Cruces-ben, ahol

az Abel-csoport elméletének ma vezetd
kutatéival taldlkozott. 1963
szeptemberében a Nemzetk6zi Matematikai
Uni6 tamogatasaval rendezték meg

a kovetkez6 konferenciat Tihanyban.
,.Er6s meggy6zédésem, hogy az Uj-
mexikoi €s a tihanyi konferencia
mérfoldkoveket jelent az elmélet
torténetében” — irja a Rocky Mountain
Journal of Mathematics (Volume 32.
Number 4. 2002. tél) folyoiratban
publikalt Abelian Groups in Hungary
(Abel-csoportok Magyarorszagon) cimii
tanulmanyaban. Ugyanitt emlékezik meg
baratjarol és kollégajarol, Szele Tiborrdl,
akinek korai halala ,,0ridsi veszteség volt
az Abel-csoportok elméletére nézve”.

Fuchs professzor kivalo tanar, 111

tudds kovetdje van, tobben az E6tvos
Lorand Tudoményegyetemen végzett
tanitvanyainak — Grétzer Gyorgynek,
Schmidt E. Tamésnak ¢s Wiegandt
Richardnak a tanitvanyai. Az Algebra
Universalis 2008 novemberi szdma
(Volume 59, Issue 1-2, November 2008)
tisztelgés Gritzer Gyorgy €s Schmidt E.
Tamas 70. sziiletésnapja alkalméabol, Fuchs
professzor Reminiscaences about George
Gritzer and E. Tamdas Schmidt 2008.
(Emlék-eim Gritzer Gyorgyrdl és Schmidt
E. Tamasrol) cimmel irt cikket

a folyoiratba.
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He lists his current research interests as
Abelian groups and commutative domains
and their modules. He has 65 works in
248 publications in 3 languages. His first
book Abelian Groups was published in
Budapest in 1958. His notes are still used
at Hungarian universities and he is the
member of the editorial board of Periodica
Mathematica Hungarica. Vol. 32, (1-2)
1996 was dedicated to his 70" birthday.

He won the Kossuth Prize in 1953 and

the Prize of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences in 1964. In 1996 he was elected
honorary doctor of the Eotvos Lorand
University. In 1986 he became honorary
member of the South African Mathematical
Society and in 2012 a fellow of the
American Mathematical Society.

He was elected external member of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in the
Section of Mathematical Sciences in 1990
and read his inaugural address “Oszthat6
modulusok” (Divisible modules) on 9
October 1990.

FUCHS LASZLO

Kutatasi teriilete jelenleg az Abel-
csoportok elmélete, a kommutativ
domainek és modulusaik. 65 munkéja

248 publikacidban jelent meg harom
nyelven. Elsé konyvét, az Abel-
csoportokat 1958-ban adtak ki Budapesten.
Egyetemi jegyzeteit ma is hasznaljak,
Tagja a Periodica Mathematica Hungarica
szerkeszt0 bizottsaganak, a folyoirat egyik
1996-0s szama (Vol. 32. 1-2)

70. sziiletésnapja alkalmabol kdszonti

a professzort.

1953-ban Kossuth-dijat, 1964-ben
Akadémiai Dijat kapott. 1996-ban

az Eotvos Lorand Tudoméanyegyetem
tiszteletbeli doktora lett. 1986-

tol tiszteletbeli tagja a Dél-Afrikai
Matematikai Tarsulatnak, 2012 6ta tagja
az Amerikai Matematikai Tarsasagnak.

1990-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak,

a Matematikai Tudomanyok Osztalyaban.
Székfoglalo eléadasat 1990 oktober 9-én
tartotta Oszthaté modulusok cimmel.
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