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Deak Istvan

Allamokban él,

(Szekesfehérvar, 1926. majus 11.)
Az Amerikai Egyesiilt

a Magyar Tudomdnyos
Akadémia kiilso tagja

stvan Deak was born in
Székesfehérvar on 11 May 1926 into
an assimilated Jewish family that had
converted to Roman Catholicism.
His paternal grandfather was a highly
respected patrician who had a large textile
store on the main place of Székesfehérvar
and his maternal great-grandfather (M3gjer
Zipser) a reformed rabbi, who preached in
Hungarian in the 19th century. His father
was an engineer and served as officer of
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy in WWI.
Theirs was a “privileged” family, who
could survive the Holocaust, although he
was in labour service for several months
then — in 1944 — Béla Stollar helped him to
hide.
He was educated at the Cistercian
Gymnasium in Budapest and began

eak Istvan 1926. mjus 11-én
sziiletett Székesfehérvaron,
romai katolikus vallasra attért,
asszimilalt zsido csaladban.
Apai nagyapjanak nagy textilkereskedése
volt Székesfehérvar kdzpontjaban,
a varos koztiszteletben allo polgara volt.
Anyai dédnagyapja (Zipser Mgjer) tudos
,reformalt” rabbi volt, magyarul prédikalt
a XIX. szazadban. Edesapja mérnok volt,
az Osztrak-Magyar Monarchia tisztjeként
szolgalt az 1. vilaghdboruban. Csaladja
kivaltsagos helyzetben volt — sikertilt
tulélnitik a Holocaustot, bar 6 maga is
honapokig munkataborban volt, majd
1944-ben Stollar Béla segitségével
bujkalt.
Ko6zépiskolai tanulményait a budapesti
Ciszterci Gimnaziumban végezte, 1945-ben
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his university studies in 1945 at the
Pazmany Péter University. His studies
were disrupted by the war and postwar
chaos, then the blue-ballot elections, the
communist takeover made him to leave
Hungary in 1948. He then studied history
at the Sorbonne in Paris and worked as

a journalist and librarian, for a while he
worked for Camus’ paper, the Combat. In
1951 he moved to Munich, and worked
for Radio Free Europe in West Germany.
From 1954 to 1956 he was a student of the
Maryland University in Munich. Unable
to gain residence in France, in September
1956, he settled in New York City. (He
left before the Hungarian Revolution and
is a conscious 48-er emigrant.) He studied
modern European history at Columbia
University under Fritz Stern in 1956-
1960. He obtained his PhD in 1964 and
spent the next 33 years — with some brief
intermissions — teaching at Columbia. He
was the Director of Columbiays Institute
on East Central Europe between 1968 and
1979. Since his retirement in 1997 he has
been teaching at Columbia University

as a special lecturer. In 1999, 2002 and
2005 he was visiting professor at Stanford
University. Now he is Seth Low Professor
Emeritus at Columbia.

Professor Deak has written extensively on
Eastern and Central European history and
politics. His publications include Weimar
Germany»s Left-wing Intellectuals (1968);
The Lawful Revolution: Louis Kossuth
and the Hungarians, 1848-1849 (1979);

DEAK ISTVAN

1I. oldal

a Pazmany Péter Tudomanyegyetemen
folytatta tanulmanyait, amelyeket a habora
¢s a haborut kovetd zavaros idoben meg
kellett szakitania. A kékcédulas valasztasok
¢s a kommunista hatalomatvétel miatt
1948-ban elhagyta Magyarorszagot.
Torténelmet tanult Parizsban a Sorbonne-
on, emellett 0ijsagirokeént €s konyvtarosként
dolgozott, tobbek kozott Camus lapjanal,
a Combat-nal 1s. 1951-ben Miinchenbe
ment, a Szabad Eurdpa Radional
dolgozott. 1954-t61 1956-ig a miincheni
Maryland Egyetem hallgatdja volt. Miutan
Franciaorszagban nem kapott letelepedesi
engedélyt, 1956 szeptemberében New
York Citybe koltozott. (Az 1956-os
forradalom eldtt hagyta el Europat,

a 48-as emigransok csoportjahoz sorolja
magat.) 1956-t61 1960-ig modern eurdpai
torténelmet hallgatott a Columbia
Egyetemen Fritz Sternnél. 1964-ben
doktoralt és a kovetkez0 33 évben —
kisebb megszakitasokkal —a Columbia
Egyetemen oktatott. 1968 és 1979 kozott
a Kelet-kozép-eurdpai Intézet igazgatoja
volt. 1997-ben nyugdijba vonult, az6ta is
eldadoja a Columbia Egyetemnek.
1999-ben, 2002-ben és 2005-ben
vendégprofesszor volt a Stanford
Egyetemen. Jelenleg Seth Low professor
emeritus a Columbia Egyetemen.

Deak professzor {0 kutatasi teriilete

a kelet- €s kozép-europai torténelem ¢€s
politika. F6 miivei tobbek kozott Weimar
Germany»s Left-wing Intellectuals (1968);
The Lawful Revolution: Louis Kossuth

FILOZOFIAI ES TORTENETTUDOMANYOK
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Beyond Nationalism: A Social and Political
History of the Habsburg Officer Corps,
1848-1918 (1990); and Essays on Hitler>s
Europe (2001). He edited and partly wrote,
together with Jan T. Gross and Tony Judit,
The Politics of Retribution in Europe:
World War II and Its Aftermath (2000). His
most recent work is Europe on Trial. The
Story of Collaboration, Resistance, and
Retribution during World War II (2015).
He has also written extensively for the
New York Review of Books and other
periodicals.

In the course of his career he received
several awards among others the John

S. Guggenheim fellowship in 1970, the
Lionel Trilling Book Award in 1979,

the Wayne S. Vuchinich Book Award in
1990. In 1999, he received the George
Washington Award of the American
Hungarian Foundation, in 2005 the
Distinguished Contribution Award (World
Automation Congress) and in 2006 the
Middle Cross of the Hungarian Order of
Merit. He was invited as a fellow to the
Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton,
N. J., Wilson Center in Washington, D. C,
and the Institute for Human Sciences in
Vienna, Austria. He is a founding member
of the New York Hungarian Scientific
Society. In 2005 he was elected honorary
doctor of the E6tvos Lorand University.
The Istvan Dedk Visiting Professorship in
East Central European Studies at Columbia
University pays tribute to the eminent
historian Istvan Deédk and his distinguished
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and the Hungarians, 1848-1849 (1979);
Beyond Nationalism: A Social and Political
History of the Habsburg Officer Corps,
1848-1918 (1990) és az Essays on Hitler’s
Europe (2001). Jan T. Gross-szal és Tony
Judittal egyiitt szerkesztette és részben irta
a The Politics of Retribution in Europe:
World War II and Its Aftermath (2000)
cimi kotetet. Legijabb munkdja a Europe
on Trial. The Story of Collaboration,
Resistance, and Retribution during World
War II (2015). Sok irasa jelent meg

a New York Review of Books-ban és mas
folyoiratokban.

Pély4ja sordn szamos elismerésben
részesiilt, tobbek kozott Guggenheim
Osztondijban (1970), Lionel Trilling
Konyvdijban (1979), Wayne S. Vuchinich
Koényvdijban (1990).

1999-ben megkapta az Amerikai Magyar
Alapitvany George Washington dijat,
2005-ben a World Automation Congress
kivalo teljesitményért adott dijat,
2006-ban a Magyar Koztarsasagi
Erdemrend kozépkeresztjét. Tagja

a Princeton Fels6foku Tanulmanyok
Intézetének, a washingtoni N. J. Wilson
Centernek, a bécsi Humantudomanyi
Intézetnek. Alapité tagja a New York-i
Magyar Tudoméanyos Tarsasagnak.
2005-ben az ELTE diszdoktorava
valasztottak.

A Columbia Egyetem Kelet-kozép-
europai Intézete a Dedk Istvan vendég-
professzuraval tiszteleg a kivalo torténész,

1skolateremto tanar és kultaraszervezo
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KULHONI MAGYAR TUDOSPORTREK

MAGYAR TUDOMANYOS AKADEMIA MAGYAR TUDOMANYOSSAG KULFOLDON ELNOKI BIZOTTSAG

HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES HUNGARIAN SCIENCE ABROAD PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE

1V, oldal

legacy of scholarship, teaching and cultural
engagement. The Deak Chair brings
distinguished scholars and teachers from
East Central Europe to Columbia.

An extended profile — The Life and Career
of Professor Istvan Dedk is available

at http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/
handle/1813/34132. The interviews were
conducted at Professor Deak’s home in
New York in 2009, 2010 and 2013.

In 1964 Professor Deak was able to

visit Hungary for the first time since his
departure, and thereafter he regularly
attended academic conferences in Hungary
and worked to re-establish links between
American and Hungarian historians. In
1978 he was a member of the delegation
that took back the Crown of Saint Steven.
In 1990 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in
the Section of Philosophy and Historical
Sciences. He read his inaugural speech
Ellenallas, kollaboracid, megtorlas.
Gondolatok a méasodik vilaghabort néhany
kérdésehez Eurdpaban on 14 April 1994.
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¢letmiive eldtt. A Dedk Chair segitségével
kivalo kelet-kozép-eurdpai tudosok €s
oktatok eérkeznek a Columbia Egyetemre.
An extended profile — The Life and Career
of Professor Istvan Deak — meghallgathato
(€s részben olvashato) a http://ecommons.
library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/34132
honlapon. Az interjik Dedk Istvan New
York-1 otthondban késziiltek 2009-ben,
2010-ben és 2013-ban.

Deék professzor 1964-ben térhetett eldszor
vissza Magyarorszagra. Azota rendszeresen
részt vesz magyarorszagi konferencidkon,
sokat tett azeért, hogy helyrealljanak

a kapcsolatok a magyarorszagi €s

az amerikai torténészek kozott. 1978-ban
tagja volt a Szent Korona hazaszallitasat
kisero kiildottségnek.

1990-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak

a Filozofiai €s Torténettudomanyok
Osztalyaban. Szekfoglalo el6adasat

1994. aprilis 14-én tartotta Ellenallas,
kollaboracid, megtorlas. Gondolatok

a masodik vilaghabort néhany kérdéséhez
Eur6paban cimmel.
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Contact

Columbia University
Department of History,
East Central European Center

NY 10027 New York,
420 West 118th Street

Home:

410 Riverside Drive, New York,
NY 10025

US

Tel.: +1 212 8540619
1212 8654797

E-mail: id1 @columbia.edu
Web: http://www.columbia.edu/~1d1/
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Kapcsolat

Columbia University
Department of History,
East Central European Center

NY 10027 New York,
420 West 118th Street

Home:

410 Riverside Drive, New York,
NY 10025

US

Telefon: +1 212 8540619
+1 212 8654797

E-mail: idl @columbia.edu
Honlap: http://www.columbia.edu/~1d1/
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