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(Bukarest, 1927. julius 7.)

a Magyar Tudomdnyos
Akadémia kiilso tagja

ichael Kosztarab was born

as Kosztarab Mihaly in

Bucharest on 7 July 1927. His

father was Csango-Hungarian
from Moldava, and his mother a Szekler
from Csehétfalva (Cehetel in Romanian).
He has never forgotten his roots, his
autobiographical novel Transylvanian
Roots: The True Life Adventures of a
Hungarian American was published in
English in 1997 and in Hungarian (Erdélyi
gyOkerek — egy amerikai magyar emigrans
tanulsagos ¢élettorténete, Piiski Kiado) in
1999. In 1941 his family left Romania for
Budapest. At the age of 17, he was arrested
for helping 36 Jews escape the Nazis. The
arrival of the Red Army saved him from the
Nazis, but plunged him into life under the
Communists.

ichael Kosztarab Kosztarab
Mihalyként sziiletett
Bukarestben, 1927. julius
7-én. Edesapja moldvai
csangd volt, édesanyja pedig csehétfalvi
sz€kely. Gyokereit sohasem feledte,
on¢letrajzi regénye, a Transylvanian Roots;
The True Life Adventures of a Hungarian
American 1997-ben jelent meg angolul,
a magyar valtozatot — Erdély1 gyokerek —
egy amerikai magyar emigrans tanulsagos
¢lettorténete cimmel — 1999-ben adta
ki a Piiski Kiadd. A csalad 1941-ben
Budapestre koltozott. 17 éves kordban
letartdztattak, mert segitett 36 zsidonak,
hogy elmenekiiljenek a nécik eldl. A Vords
Hadsereg érkezése megmentette a naciktol,
de a tovabbiakban a kommunista hatalom
alatt kellett éInie.
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He received his diploma from the College
of Horticulture and Viticulture of the
University of Agricultural Sciences in
Budapest in 1951. He worked as an
entomologist for the Hungarian State
Bureau of Plant Protection, and later as

an assistant professor at the University of
Agricultural Sciences in Budapest. He and
his wife, Matilda escaped to Austria after
the Soviets crushed the 1956 Hungarian
Uprising, their seven-month old daughter,
Eva was smuggled out of Hungary later.
They arrived in the US in 1957. He began
to work as an entomologist in Baltimore.
He earned a PhD in entomology from Ohio
State University in 1962, and he joined the
faculty of Virginia Tech the same year, in
1967 he became professor and since his
retirement in 1992 he has been professor
emeritus. He continues to work after
retirement because insects are his hobby.
He enjoys guest lecturing, consulting on
insect biodiversity issues, and identifying
scale insects or mealybugs sent by
Virginians to the Insect Identification Lab.
His main field of interest is entomology

— focusing on scale insects. As a student
he began collecting scale insect samples
that soon resulted in the discovery of

five new species to the Hungarian fauna
in 1950. “This event inspired me to

select scale insects for a lifetime study.
By 1959 I had prepared more than 1000
microscope slides from the 800+ samples
collected, and published six papers on the
Hungarian scale fauna.” — he wrote in The
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1951-ben kertészmernoki diplomat kapott
az Agrartudomanyi Egyetem Kertészeti €s
Elelmiszeripari Féiskolajan, Budapesten.
1947-50-ben a Foldmiivelddesi
Minisztérium Noveény-egészségligyi
Szolgalatanal dolgozott rovartani
tanadcsadoként, 1951-ben tanarsegéd lett az
Agrartudomanyi Egyetemen. Miutan

a szovjetek leverték az 1956-os
forradalmat, feleségevel, Matildaval
Ausztriaba szokott, héthonapos
kislanyukat, Evat, késébb csempészték

ki Magyarorszagrol. A csalad 1957-ben
¢rkezett az USA-ba. Baltimore-ban kezdett
dolgozni entomologusként, 1962-ben

PhD fokozatot szerzett az Ohio Allami
Egyetemen, ¢s az egyetem Virginiai
Miiszaki Fdiskolai Tagozatan kezdett
dolgozni. 1967-ben lett professzor,
1992-ben vonult nyugdijba, azota professor
emeritus. A munkat nyugdijasként is
folytatja, mivel a rovarok a hobbija.
Elvezi, ha vendégprofesszorként eléad, ha
szaktanacsot ad biodiverzitasi kérdésekben,
ha pajzstetveket vagy mas tetiiféléket
azonosit, amelyeket a virginiaiak kiildenek
a Rovarazonositd Laboratoriumba.

F0 kutatasi teriilete a rovartan — elsGsorban
a pajzstetvek. Még egyetemi hallgatoként
kezdett pajzstetveket gytijteni, €s
hamarosan — 1950-ben — 6t 0 fajt fedezett
fel a magyar faunaban. ,,Ez 6sztonzott arra,
hogy a pajzstetveket valasszam egy életen
at tarto kutatomunkahoz. 1959-re tobb mint
1.000 mikroszkopos metszetet készitettem
a 800+ gyljtott mintabol, €s

AGRARTUDOMANYOK



KULHONI MAGYAR TUDOSPORTREK

MAGYAR TUDOMANYOS AKADEMIA MAGYAR TUDOMANYOSSAG KULFOLDON ELNOKI BIZOTTSAG

HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES HUNGARIAN SCIENCE ABROAD PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE

11 oldal

Scale VOL. XXIV March 2000. Since
Michael Kosztarab joined the entomology
department in 1962, Tech’s 110-year-old
insect collection has grown from 70,000
to over 1 million specimens. Kosztarab
curated the insect collection during his
entire career as a professor at Tech. He
became founding director when the
collection was finally opened as a branch
of Virginia’s Museum of Natural History in
its downtown Blacksburg location in 1990.
Since 1992, he’s still serving as curator.
He has authored or co-authored 165
publications, including a number of
research bulletins and four books. The
book, Scale Insects of the Northeastern
North America, is the crowning
achievement of his career, he said in 1996
(Spectrum Volume 18 Issue 36). In its
scope and ambition, the book is similar to
a book he completed with Ferenc Kozar

in 1988 on the scale insects of Central
Europe.

He is honorary member of the Virginia
Academy of Sciences (1975), the
Hungarian Entomological Society (1987),
the Royal Entomological Society of
London (1989) and the Entomological
Society of America (1993). He is honorary
doctor of the University of Horticulture
and Food Industry (1993). In 1984-88 he
directed the National Biological Survey of
America. He lectured and collected insects
all over the world. The holding of regular
meetings of scale insect enthusiasts was
first suggested by Prof. Michael Kosztarab
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6 tanulmanyom jelent meg a magyar-
orszagi pajzstetli faunarol.” — irta

a The Scale VOL. XXIV March 2000
szamaban. 1962-ben Kosztarab Mihaly
bekapcsolodott a rovartani tanszék
munkdjaba, a fiskola 110 éves, akkor
70.000 fajbol allo rovargytlijteménye

1 milliénal is tébb fajra boviilt.
Professzorként végig kuratora volt

a rovargyiijteménynek, 1990-ben alapito
1gazgatoja lett a végre a Virginiai
Természettudomanyi Muzeum fiokjaként
Blacksburg belvarosaban elhelyezett
gyljteménynek. Nyugdijasként tovabbra is
kurétor.

165 publikacio, kozte szamos kutatasi
jelentés és négy konyv szerzdje vagy
tarsszerzOje. A Scale Insects of the
Northeastern North America (Eszakkelet-,
Eszak-Amerika pajzstetvei) cimii konyve
kutatoi €letpalydjanak megkoronazasa,
mondta 1996-ban (Spectrum Volume

18 Issue 36). A konyv terjedelmében ¢és
tartalmdban is méltd parja az 1988-ban

a kézép-europai pajzstetvekrol Kozar
Ferenccel kézosen irt konyvének.
Tiszteletbeli tagja a Virginiai Tudomanyos
Akadémianak (1975), a Magyar Rovartani
Tarsasagnak (1987), a Londoni Kiralyi
Rovartani Tarsasagnak (1989) ¢€s az
Amerikai Rovartani Tarsasdgnak (1993).
Diszdoktora a Kertészeti és Elelmiszeripari
Egyetemnek (1993). 1984-88-ban
iranyitoja volt az Amerikai Nemzeti
Biologiai Felmérések Bizottsaganak.
Vilagszerte tartott eldadasokat €s
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and the first was held in conjunction

with the 1972 International Congress of
Entomology in Canberra, Australia.

For his scientific work, he has received
numerous awards and recognitions, among
others the Thomas Jefferson Medal for
Outstanding Contributions to Natural
Science of the Virginia Museum of
Natural History Foundation (1998) and L.
O. Howard Distinguished Achievement
Award, Entomological Society of America,
Eastern Branch (2001). In 2014 he received
the Zajzoni Rab Istvan Award.

He worked together with several
Hungarian collegues, many of them could
visit to the US. He donated books and
thousands of insect pins to Hungarian
institutes and in 1962 his American insect
collection was given to the Hungarian
National Museum. He attended several
conferences in Hungary. In 1983 he

was one of the organizers of the Fourth
International Symposium on Scale Insect
Studies in Budapest.

In 1995 he was elected external member of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in the
Section of Agricultural Sciences.

Contact

Virginia Politechnic Institute and State
University

Department of Entomology

VA 24061-0319 Blacksburg, US
E-mail: mkoszt@vt.edu
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gyljtott rovarokat. Elséként Kosztarab
professzor javasolta, hogy a pajzstetvek
szerelmesel tartsanak rendszeres
talalkozokat, az elsore 1972-ben kertilt
sor Canberraban, a Nemzetk6zi Rovartani
Kongresszus keretében. Tudomanyos
munkassagat szamos dijjal és kitlintetéssel
ismerték el, tobbek kozott a Virginiai
Természettudomanyi Mizeum kivalo
természettudomanyos teljesitményért
adomanyozott Thomas Jefferson Eremmel
(1998) és az Amerikai Rovartani Tarsasag
L. O. Howard Kivalo Teljesitményt
eldismero életmidijaval. 2014-ben Zajzoni
Rab Istvan-dijat kapott.

Szamos magyar kutatoval dolgozott
egyiitt, sokan latogathattak el hozza az
USA-ba. Szakkonyveket €s rovartiik ezreit
adomanyozta magyar intézményeknek,
1962-ben a Magyar Nemzeti Mizeumnak
ajandékozta amerikai rovargylijteményét.
1983-ban egyik szervezdje volt

a Budapesten rendezett 4. Nemzetkozi
pajzstetli szimpoziumnak.

1995-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak

az Agrartudomanyok Osztalyaban.

Kapcsolat

Virginia Politechnic Institute and State
University

Department of Entomology

VA 24061-0319 Blacksburg, US
E-mail: mkoszt@vt.edu
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