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kiilso tagja

ron Kibédi Varga was born in
Szeged, on February 4, 1930.
His father, Sandor Kibédi
Varga was philosopher and
psychologist. As a child, he attended the
Protestant secondary school in Budapest,
but when he was 14, his family left
Hungary for Germany, In 1948 they moved
to Alphen aan den Rijn in the Netherlands,
where he graduated.
In 1948-1954 he studied Arabic literature
at Leiden University and French literature
at the University of Amsterdam and at the
Sorbonne in Paris. He received his PhD in
Leiden in 1963. In 1954-66 he was lecturer
in French literature at the Free University
of Amsterdam, where he became professor
in 1971. From 1966 to 1971 he was head
of department of French Literature at
the University of Amsterdam. He was
visiting professor at several universities:
Iowa University (1971), Yale University

ibédi Varga Aron Szegeden
sziiletett 1930. februar 4-én,
¢desapja Kibédi Varga Sandor
filoz6fus és pszichologus.
A budapesti reformatus gimnaziumba
jart, de 14 éves koraban a csaldd elhagyta
Magyarorszagot, Németorszagba mentek.
1948-ban a hollandiai Alphen aan den
Rijn-be koltoztek, itt tette le az érettségit.
1948-t6l 1954-ig arab irodalomtorténetet
tanult a Leideni Egyetemen, valamint
francia irodalmat az Amszterdami
Egyetemen ¢s a Sorbonne-on. 1963-
ban Leidenben szerzett PhD fokozatot.
1954-t81 66-1g francia irodalmat tanitott
az Amszterdami Szabadegyetemen, ahol
1971-ben professzor lett. 1955 és 1971
kozott a Francia Irodalom Tanszéket
vezette az Amszterdami Egyetemen. Tobb
kiilfoldi egyetemen volt vendégprofesszor:
Iowa Egyetem (1971), Yale Egyetem
(1975), Princeton Egyetem (1980), Rabat
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(1975), Princeton University (1980), Rabat
University (1985), College de France
(1992), Trinity College Dublin and Tilburg
University. Now he lives in Amsterdam
and Freiburg.

His main field of research is French
literature, focusing on literary historical
and aesthetic aspects of baroque and
classicism in the 16th-18th centuries as
well the second half of the 20th century.
He is also interested in literary theory, the
relations between word and image and the
theory of rhetoric. He has published books
and papers in several international journals
in French, Dutch and Hungarian. He has
also studied the work of some Hungarian
authors, Istvan Gyongydsi (a poet in the
17th century) on the first place.

In addition to his scientific activity he is
also a Hungarian poet — as he said in an
interview in 1997 — “I count and pray
always in Hungarian... And I can write
poems only in Hungarian.” And the
Kalligram Publishing House has regularly
published his notes since 1999.

He was founding member of the Mikes
Kelemen Kor in 1951 and first elected
president of the International Association
of Word and Image Studies/Association
Internationale pour I’Etude des apports
entre Texte et Image (IAWIS/AIERTT)

in 1987 (to 1993). In 1979-81 he was

vice president of the International

Society for the History of Rhetoric. Since
1981 he has been member of the Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences
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Egyetem (1986), Trinity College, Dublin és
Tilburg Egyetem. Jelenleg Amszterdamban
¢s Freiburgban €l.

F6 kutatasi teriilete a francia irodalom,
azon beliil a 16-18. szazadi barokk és

a klasszicizmus, valamint a 20. szazad
masodik felének irodalomtorténeti

¢s esztétikai vizsgalata. Foglalkozik
irodalomelméleti kérdésekkel, az irodalom
¢s a képzOmiivészet viszonyaval €s

a retorika esztétikajaval is. Tobb konyvet
¢s nemzetkozi szakfolyoiratokban szamos
tanulmanyt publikalt francidul, hollandul
¢s magyarul. Tanulmanyozta magyar
szerzOk munkassagat is, elsdsorban

(a 17. szdzadban ¢€lt) Gyongyosi Istvan
koltészetét.

Tudomanyos munkéssaga mellett magyar
koltd — mint egy 1997-ben megjelent
interjuban mondta: ,,én mindig magyarul
szamolok ¢s imadkozom... verseket

1s csak magyarul tudok irni.” 1990 o6ta
rendszeresen jelennek meg napldjegyzetei
a pozsonyi Kalligram Kiadonal.

1951-ben alapit6 tagja volt a hollandiai
Mikes Kelemen Kornek, 1987-ben
(1993-1g) elso elnokéve valasztotta

a Sz06- ¢s Keptudomanyok Nemzetkozi
Egyesiilete /International Association

of Word and Image Studies/Association
Internationale pour I’Etude des apports
entre Texte et Image (IAWIS/AIERTTI)/.
1979-81-ben alelndke volt

a Nemzetkozi Retorikatorténeti
Tarsasagnak (International Society

for the History of Rhetoric). 1981 6ta
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(Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van
Wetenschappen). From 1993 he has been
honoris causa of the University of Pécs.
His awards include the (French) Officier
des palmes académiques (1975), the Orde
van de Nederlandse Leeuw (1994), the
Pro Cultura Hungarica Award (2000), the
Order of Merit of the Hungarian Republic,
Officers’ Cross (2006) and the Middle
Cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit
(2015).

In 1990 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

in the Section of Linguistics and Literary
Scholarship. He read his inaugural speech
“A mifajokrol” (About Genres) on March
25, 1996.
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Germany
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tagja a Holland Kiralyi Tudomanyos
Akadémianak. (Koninklijke Nederlandse
Akademie van Wetenschappen).

1993 6ta a Pécsi Tudomanyegyetem
diszdoktora (akkor Janus Pannonius
Tudomanyegyetem).

Szamos elismerésben részesiilt, kitlintetései
kozott szerepel a Francia Akadémia
Palmarendjének tisztikeresztje (Officier
des palmes académiques, 1975),

a Holland Kiralyi Oroszlanrend

(Orde van de Nederlandse Leeuw 1994),
a Pro Cultura Hungarica dij (2000),

a Magyar Koztarsasagi Erdemrend
tisztikeresztje (2006) ¢s a a Magyar
Erdemrend kozépkeresztje (2015).
1990-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak

a Nyelv- és [rodalomtudomanyok
Osztalyaban. Székfoglalod eloadasat 1996.
marcius 25-€n tartotta A miifajokrol
cimmel.
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