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kiilso tagja

stvan Mészaros was born in
Budapest, on 19 December 1930. He
received his diploma in philosophy
at the Eotvos Lorand University in
1953. In 1955 he became candidate of
philosophical sciences at the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences. In 1950-56 he
was a member of the Hungarian Writers’
Association. He can be linked to the so-
called ,,Budapest School”, a group of
Hungarian philosophers who were taught
or influenced by Georg Lukacs, including
Agnes Heller and Gyorgy Markus. In 1956
he attended the discussion of philosophers
organized by the Pet6fi Circle. He left
Hungary in 1956 after the Soviet invasion
and worked for a time in Turin, Italy,
before settling in the UK. In 1959-61 he
was a fellow researcher at the University
of London, then in 1961-66 at the St.
Andrews University in Scotland. In 1966
he left for the University of Sussex, where

észaros Istvan Budapesten
sziiletett 1930. december
19-én. Az E6tvos Lorand
Tudomanyegyetemen
szerzett filozofus diploméat 1953-ban.
1955-ben a filozofiai tudomanyok
kandidatusa lett. 1950-56-ban tagja volt
a Magyar {roszovetségnek. A ,,Budapesti
Iskolaként” ismert filoz6fusok koréhez
tartozott, akik Lukics Gyorgy tanitvanyai
vagy kovetdi voltak, tobbek kozott Heller
Agnes és Markus Gyorgy. 1956-ban
részt vett a Pet6fi Kor filozéfus vitdjan,
majd a szovjet csaptok bevonuldsa utan
elhagyta az orszagot. Egy ideig Torinoban
dolgozott, majd az Egyesiilt Kiradlysagban
telepedett le. 1959-t61 1961-ig 6sztondijas
kutato volt a Londoni Egyetemen, majd
1961-t81 1966-ig a skociai St. Andrews
Egyetemen. 1966-ban docensként kertilt
a Sussexi Egyetemre. 1972 és 76 kozott
a kanadai York Egyetemen volt a filozofiai
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he became an associate professor. From
1972-76 he was Professor of Philosophy
and Social Science for four years at York
University in Canada. He returned to

the UK in 1977 and held the Chair of
Philosophy at Sussex for fifteen years. In
1978 he was one of the founders of The
Social and Political Thought MA and
doctoral program at Sussex, which is one
among only four similar programs in the
English speaking world, and has been one
of the most successful and long-standing
graduate programs. Since 1991 he has been
professor emeritus.

He is an internationally esteemed Marxist
philosopher, who is better known all over
the world (especially in Latin America) than
in Hungary. He has brought his unrivalled
dialectical analysis to bear on the most
vexing political and economic issues of
contemporary global capitalism. He 1s the
author of numerous books, among others
Marx'’s Theory of Alienation (Prometheus,
1986), The Necessity Of Social Control
(1971), Isaac Deutscher Memorial Lecture,
Lukacs’ Concept of Dialectic (1972), The
Work of Sartre: Search for Freedom (1979),
Socialism or barbarism: Alternative To
Capital’s Social Order: From The American
Century to the Crossroads (2001) and
Beyond Capital: Towards a Theory of
Transition (MR Press, 1995).

Steeped in the philosophical roots and
revolutionary world outlook of early
Marxism, broad in scope and stunning in
its erudition, Beyond Capital brilliantly
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¢s tarsadalomtudomanyok professzora.
1977-ben visszateért az Egyesiilt
Kiralysagba, 15 éven keresztiil vezette

a Filozofiai Tanszéket. Egyik alapitoja
volt a Szocialis és Politikai Gondolkodas
ciml MA ¢és doktori programnak.

A Sussexi Egyetem programja egyike

az angol nyelvteriileten folyd négy hasonlo
programnak, az egyik legsikeresebb €s
legrégebbi gradualis program. 1991 6ta
professor emeritus.

Nemzetkozileg elismert marxista
filozofus, vilagszerte (kiilondsen Latin-
Amerikaban) jobban ismerik, mint
Magyarorszagon. Egyediilallo dialektikus
elemzését adja a korunk globalis
kapitalizmusat leginkabb i1zgato politikai
¢s gazdasagi keérdeseknek. Szamos konyv
szerzOje, tobbek kozott Marx'’s Theory

of Alienation (Prometheus, 1986.), The
Necessity Of Social Control (1971.) Isaac
Deutscher Memorial Lecture, Lukacs’
Concept of Dialectic (1972), The Work
of Sartre: Search for Freedom (1979),
Socialism or barbarism: Alternative

to Capital’s Social Order: From the
American Century to the Crossroads
(2001.) and Beyond Capital: Towards a
Theory of Transition (MR Press, 1995.).
A korai marxizmus filozofiai gyokereibol
¢s forradalmi vilagnézetebdl kiindulo,
atfogod és kapraztatdan széles korii
ismereteket tiikr6zé Beyond Capital
brilians kihivas a szocialista elmélet
europai alapt koncepcionalis keretei
szamara, siirgetd feladat egy 1j szocialista

FILOZOFIAI ES TORTENETTUDOMANYOK
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challenges the European-based conceptual
framework of socialist theory and begins
the urgent task of elaborating a new
socialist theory of transition.

Some of his works were published also

in Hungarian: the first two volumes of
Beyond Capital (A tokén tul. Kozelitések

az atmenet elmélet¢hez. ElsO rész: Az
ellendrizhetetlens€g arnya, L"Harmattan —
Eszme¢let Alapitvany, Bp., 2008.; A tékén

tul. Kozelitések az atmenet elméletéhez.
Masodik rész: A szocialista kritika torténelmi
oroksége, L’Harmattan — Eszmélet
Alapitvany, Bp., 2009.) and Socialism or
barbarism (Szocializmus vagy barbarsag,
Napvilag Kiado, Bp., 2005.) He has
published several papers in the Hungarian
periodicals Eszmélet and Szazadvég.

He was awarded the Jozsef Attila Prize
(1951), the Kossuth Prize (1956), the Isaac
Deutscher Memorial Prize (1970), the
Lukacs Gyorgy Prize (1992, 2005), and the
Simon Bolivar Prize (Premio Libertador al
Pensiamento Critico, 2008)

In 1995 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in
the Section of Philosophy and Historical
Sciences.

Contact

University of Sussex
BN1 9QN Falmer,
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United Kingdom

Tel.: +44 1634 844016
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atmenet elméletének kidolgozasa.

Néhany miive magyar forditasban is
megjelent: a Beyond Capital elso két
kotete (A tokén til. Kozelitések

az atmenet elméletéhez. Elso rész:

Az ellendrizhetetlenség arnya, L’Harmattan
— Eszmélet Alapitvany, Bp., 2008.;

A tokeén tul. Kozelitések az atmenet
elméletehez. Masodik rész: A szocialista
kritika torténelmi oroksége, L’Harmattan —
Eszmélet Alapitvany, Bp., 2009.) és

a Socialism or barbarism (Szocializmus
vagy barbarsag, Napvilag Kiado, Bp.,
2005.) Szamos tanulmanyat kozolte

az Eszmélet ¢€s a Szazadveg.

Kitiintetései: Jozsef Attila-dij (1951),
Kossuth-dij (1956), Isaac Deutscher
Emlékdij (1970), Lukacs Gyorgy-dij
(1992, 2005) és Simon Bolivar-dij (Premio
Libertador al Pensiamento Critico, 2008)
1995-ben a Magyar Tudoméanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak,

a Filozofiai €s Torténettudomanyok
Osztalyaban.
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