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Ifred Pasternak was born asternak Alfréd Tallyan sziiletett
in Tallya, on September 1930. szeptember 28-an, eldkeld
28, 1930 in a prominent, ortodox zsid6 csaladban. A csalad
orthodox Jewish family that hét generacidja foglalkozott
had operated vineyards and a flour mill szO6lészettel a hires tokaji borvidék
for seven generations in this town, which kozpontjaban fekvé varosban, ahol egy
was centrally located in the famous malmot is tizemeltettek. 1944 aprilisaban,
Tokaj winemaking region. Shortly after nem sokkal Alfréd Bar Mitzvah-ja utan
Alfred’s Bar Mitzvah in April 1944, the a nacik megszalltak Magyarorszagot.
Nazis entered Hungary. The Pasternaks A Pasternak csaladot mas téllyai zsido
and other Jews of Tallya were forced into csaladokkal egyiitt a satoraljatjhelyi
the ghetto in Satoraljaujhely, and after six gettoba deportaltak, ahonnan hat hét mualva
weeks, transferred from there by cattle car marhavagonban Auschwitzba vitték dket.
to Auschwitz. There the men and women A noket és a férfiakat kiilonvalasztottak.
were separated. Alfred and his father did not Alfréd és édesapja nem sokaig maradt
remain there long; shortly after their arrival Auschwitzban, érkezésiik utdn hamarosan
they were sent to the Dérnhau concentration az also-sziléziai Dérnhauban 1évo
camp in Lower Silesia, where they koncentracids tdborba szallitottak oket. Itt
remained until liberated by the Russians voltak 1945. majus 9-¢éig, amikor az oroszok
on 9 May 1945. After the war, Alfred and felszabaditottak a tabort.
his father returned home in an arduous, A habort utan édesapjaval egyiitt kéthetes
two-week journey. They were reunited kiizdelmes utazas utan hazatértek, késobb
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with the women in their family, who had
also miraculously survived the war. Simon
rebuilt his business and Alfred returned to
school.

Though he passed his secondary school
leaving exams with distinction and did
extremely well in the entrance exams, his
application was turned down by all four
medical schools across Hungary. Finally,
thanks to some people they knew and his
honors at student contests, he was admitted
to the University of Pécs and then he
transferred to Budapest. He graduated with
a Summa Cum Laude degree in 1955. He
wanted to become an ob-gyn, yet he had to
accept a job as an occupational physician
in the Csepel Car Factory in Budapest. His
only “defect” was his origin: his father was
considered a capitalist. (The details can be
read in the “Saga of the Pasternak Family.”)
In 1956 he was working at the Péterfy
Sandor Street hospital in Budapest as a
first-year resident doctor, where in few
days “everybody could get hold of their
political records”. The first words on mine
read: “Class-alien, enemy”. Later on, when
it became obvious that the revolution did
not prevail, these two words confirmed

my determination: I would hardly succeed
in Hungary, I must leave my homeland at
any cost. I did so on 8 December 1956.”

— he wrote in “My Revolution — Alfréd
Paszterndk: Class-alien, enemy” in October
2016.

With the assistance of the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) he went
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egyesiilt a csalad — a nék csodaval hataros
modon szintén talélték a haborut. Edesapja
visszament az iskolaba.

Kiemelked6 eredményt ért el mind

az erettségi, mind a felvételi vizsgan,

de mind a négy magyar orvosi egyetem
clutasitotta jelentkezését. Végiil
ismerdsoknek €s a tanulmany1 versenyeken
elért eredményeinek koszonhetéen
felvették a pécsi egyetemre, egy év muilva
atkeriilt Budapestre. 1955-ben summa

cum laude mindsitéssel diploméazott.
Sziilesz—ndgyogyasz akart lenni, de csak
tizemorvosként tudott elhelyezkedni

a Csepel Autogyarban. Egyetlen hibaja

a szarmazasa volt: ¢desapja kapitalistanak
szamitott. (Mindez részletesen elolvashato
a Saga of the Pasternak Family cim{i
irasaban.)

1956-ban a Péterfy Sandor utcai korhazban
dolgozott els6 €ves rezidensként. Néhany
nap mulva ,,mindenki megkapta a politikai
kartonjat. Az enyémen ezek voltak

az elsd szavak: Osztalyidegen, ellenseg.
Késobb, amikor nyilvanvalova valt, hogy

a forradalom elbukik, ez a két sz6 hatarozta
meg dontésemet — nem tudok boldogulni
Magyarorszagon, barmilyen aron el kell
hagynom sziil6hazamat. 1956. december
8-an igy is cselekedtem.” — olvashat6 a 2016
oktoberében kozzétett Az én forradalmam —
Paszternak Alfréd: osztalyidegen, ellenség
cimil irasaban.

A Heber Bevandorlok Segelyegyesiiletének
(HIAS) segitsegével Los Angelesbe
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to Los Angeles, where he went on to
postgraduate medical training at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center and remained

on the faculty. He also holds a clinical
professorship at UCLA Medical School and
has received many honors and accolades.
He became a Diplomate of the American
Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology,

a Fellow of the American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, and a number
of local, national and international societies.
He is also a member of the Board of
Governors. Dr. Pasternak has lectured

and published locally, nationally and
internationally, and is the author of a lecture
series on “Medicine in the Holocaust”.

His book: Inhuman Research: Medical
Experiments in German Concentration
Camps was published by the Akadémiai
Kiado, Budapest in 2006. The Hungarian
version — Embertelen kutatas — came out for
the Budapest Book Festival of 2007.

His most important awards include the
Honorable Citation by the U.S. House of
Representatives (1976, 1978), the California
Assembly (1976), the Humanitarian
Award by the City of Los Angeles (1976),
Man of the Year by the Torath Emeth
Academy and the National Telethon of
Chabad. He received the “Flame of Truth
Award” by the Fund for Higher Education
in Israel and the Semmelweis Memorial
Award from the Postgraduate School of
Medicine in Budapest (1988). In 2007 he
received the Award for Excellence of the
Akadémiai Kiado6. He is honorary member
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ment, a Cedars-Sinai Orvosi Kozpontban
posztgradualis képzésen vett részt, €s ott

1s maradt a karon. Klinikai professzor

a Kaliforniai Egyetem Los Angeles-1
Orvostudomanyi Karan, szamos
kitlintetésben ¢€s elismerésben részesiilt.
Az Amerikai Sziileszek és Nogyogyaszok
Testiiletének diplomataja lett, tagja az
Amerikai Sziilészeti és Nogyogyaszati
Szakmai Kollégiumnak, valamint szamos
hely1, nemzeti és nemzetkdzi tarsasagnak.
Tagja a Board of Governors-nak. Pasternak
professzor szamos eldadast tartott €s
tanulmanyt k6zolt mind helyi, mind
nemzeti €s nemzetkozi szinten. Szerzdje
az Orvostudomany a Holokausztban

cimii el0dadas-sorozatnak. Inhuman
Research: Medical Experiments in German
Concentration Camps cimil konyvet

az Akadémiai Kiado adta ki 2006-ban.
Embertelen kutatas cimmel magyarul

a 2007-es konyvhétre jelent meg.
Legfontosabb dijai €s kitiintetései: az USA
Kongresszusanak kitiintetése (1976, 1978),
Kalifornia Allam kitiintetése (1976), Los
Angeles Varos kitiintetése (1976), a Torath
Emeth Akadémia ¢€s a National Telethon
of Chabad ,,Az év embere” kitiintetése.
Megkapta az izraeli FelsOoktatasi Alap
,Flame of the Truth” dijat. 1988-ban
Semmelweis-emlekérmet kapott, 2007-ben
pedig az Akadémiai Kiad6 Nivodijaban
részesiilt. Tiszteletbeli tagja a Magyar
Noorvos Tarsasagnak ¢s diszdoktora

a Haynal Imre Egészségtudomanyi

Egyetemnek. Alapito tagja a Magyarorszag
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of the Hungarian Gynecology Society and
“Doctor Honoris Causa” of the Haynal

Imre University of Health Service. He is
founding member of the Friends of Hungary
Foundation.

Between May 2000 and September 2002
international videoconferences were held
between the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology of the Cedar-Sinai Medical
Center, Los Angeles and the Department

of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty of
Health Sciences, Semmelweis University,
Budapest, where he was always present.

In 2004 he was elected external member of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in the
Section of Medical Sciences. He read his
inaugural speech “Holokauszt €s bioetika on
May 17, 2005.

Contact

University of California at Los Angeles
David Geffen School of Medicine

635 Charles Young Drive

CA 90095-733522 Los Angeles,

US

Tel.: +1 310 4752490

E-mail: apaster@verizon.net
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Baratai Alapitvanynak.

2000 majusa ¢s 2002 szeptembere kozott
segitségevel ¢és allandd kozremiikodésevel
videokonferencidkat szerveztek a Cedar-
Sinai Orvosi Kozpont Sziilészeti €s
Nogyogyaszati Tanszéke €s a Semmelweis
Egyetem Sziilészeti ¢s NOgyogyaszati
Tanszéke kozott.

2004-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
kiilso tagjava valasztottak, az Orvosi
Tudomanyok Osztalyaban. Holokauszt és
bioetika cimii sz¢kfoglalo eldadasat 2005.
majus 17-€n tartotta meg.

Kapcsolat
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