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aul Demeny was born in
Nyiregyhaza on 24 December,
1932. He graduated from the
Reformed College of Debrecen
in 1951. He received his diploma from the
University of Economics, Budapest, in
1955, following which he worked in the
Central Statistical Office under the tutelage
of the eminent Hungarian demographer,
Louis Thirring. In 1957 he happened to
attend a conference in Switzerland and he
did not return to Hungary. He continued
his studies at the Institut universitaire
de hautes études internationales (HEI),
Geneva. Then, having received a US
fellowship, he continued his graduate
studies in economics at Princeton
University, where he received his PhD
in economics in 1961 and also became
an American citizen. He subsequently
held appointments as assistant professor

emény Pal Gyorgy
Nyiregyhazan sziiletett 1932.
december 24-én. 1951-ben
érettségizett a Debreceni
Reformatus Kollégiumban. 1955-ben
kozgazdasz diplomat szerzett a budapesti
Marx Karoly Kézgazdasdgtudomanyi
Egyetemen, majd a Kézponti Statisztikai
Hivatalban dolgozott a kivald
magyar demografus, Thirring Lajos
munkatarsaként. 1957-ben kijutott egy
konferenciara Svéjcba, ahonnan mar nem
tért vissza Magyarorszagra. Tanulmanyait
Genfben folytatta, az Institut universitaire
de hautes études internationales-ben
(HEI). Kés6bb amerikai 6sztondijat kapott,
kozgazdasagtudomanyi tanulmanyokat
folytatott a Princetoni Egyetemen, ahol
1961-ben PhD fokozatot szerzett, és
amerikai dllampolgar lett. 1966-ig
a Princetoni Egyetemen dolgozott
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of economics at Princeton University
and as associate at Princeton’s Office of
Population Research where he worked on
demographic models and estimates and on
the interrelationships between demographic
and economic change. He subsequently
served on the economics faculty of the
University of Michigan, reaching the rank
of full professor in1969. He also served

as visiting professor in the Demography
Department of the University of California,
Berkeley.

In 1971 he was appointed professor of
economics at the University of Hawaii,
where he was also founding director of the
East-West Population Institute at the East-
West Center, Honolulu. From that time on
his research and publications focused on
issues of population policy.

In 1975 he joined the Population Council,
headquartered in New York City, as vice
president and director of its Demographic
Division. He remained at the Council as
Distinguished Scholar until his retirement
in 2013. In addition he was an expert
helping the work of several international
organizations — including the UN, the
World Bank, the Council of Europe and
others.

The first issue of Population and
Development Review, a scientific quarterly
journal he founded and edited for 38 years,
appeared in September 1975.

This journal soon became the leading
organ of its scientific field. He relinquished
his editorship with Volume 38 in 2012.
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tanarsegédként, illetve a Népességkutato
Ko6zpont docenseként. Demografiai
modelleket €s becslési eljarasi modszereket
dolgozott ki, foglalkozott a demografiai

¢s gazdasagi valtozasok kozotti
kolcsonhatasokkal. Ezutan a Michigan
Egyetemre ment, 1969-ben professzor lett
a kozgazdasagi karon, €s vendégprofesszor
volt a Kaliforniai Egyetem Demografiai
Tanszékén Berkeley-ben.

1971-ben a Hawaii Egyetem kézgazdasagi
professzora lett, €s alapitd igazgatoja volt
a honolului Kelet-Nyugat Népességkutato
Intézetnek. FO kutatasi teriilete a népesség-
politika, szamos konyve és cikke jelent
meg a témaban. 1975-ben a New York-i
Neépesseg Tanacs alelnokeként, majd

a Demografiai Részleg igazgatojaként
dolgozott. 2013-as nyugdijba vonuléasaig

a tanacs kiemelt szakértdje. Tobb
nemzetkozi szervezet — koztiik

az ENSZ, a Vilagbank, az Eurdpa Tandcs —
szakértojeként is tevékenykedett.
Alapitdja és 38 éven at f0szerkesztdje

volt a Population and Development
Review-nak, egy negyedévente megjelend
tudomanyos folyodiratnak, amely
hamarosan vezetd szerephez jutott

az adott tudoméanyteriileten.

2012-ben a 38. kotettel fejezte be

a foszerkeszto1 munkat. A 38. kotet
kiegészitéseként jelent meg a Population
and Public Policy: Essays in Honour

of Paul Demeny (Népesedés és
népessegpolitika: Esszék Demény

Pal tiszteletére), 80. sziiletésnapjat €s
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A Supplement to Volume 38 Population
and Public Policy: Essays in Honor of Paul
Demeny marks the occasion and, in the
year he turned 80, celebrated his scholarly
career.

His academic work, in books and
specialized studies focused on analyses

of population dynamics and on issues of
population policy: on these themes he

also gave lectures and presentations in
over 30 countries worldwide. In 1986 he
was elected the third non-American born
president of the Population Association of
America. He is a Fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science. In 2003 he was honoured by the
International Union for the Scientific Study
of Population as its Laureate and also
received the Olivia Nordberg Schieffelin
Award for Excellence in Writing and
Editing in the Population Sciences. Since
his retirement he has continued some of his
professional activities.

The so called Demeny voting is the
provision of a political voice for children
by allowing parents or guardians to vote
on their behalf. He put the idea forward in
an article on low fertility in 1986. The aim
was to “strengthen the influence of families
with children in the political system. When
newcomers are admitted to human society,
they should not be left disenfranchised

for some 18 years: let custodial parents
exercise the children’s voting rights until
they come of age.”
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tudomanyos palyafutasat egylitt tinnepelve.
Tudomanyos munkéija, konyvei €s
tanulmanyai a népességdinamika

¢s a népessegpolitika elemzésevel
foglalkoznak, a témaban vilagszerte

tobb mint 30 orszagban tartott eldadast

¢s prezentaciot. 1986-ban harmadik

nem amerikai sziiletésiiként elnoke

lett az Amerikai Népességtudomanyi
Tarsasagnak. Tagja az Amerikai
Tudomanyfejlodési Tarsasagnak. 2003-ban
elnyerte a Nemzetkozi Népességtudomanyi
Unio dijat és megkapta az Olivia
Nordberg Schieffelin Dijat. Tudomanyos
tevékenységét nyugdijazasa ota is folytatja.
Az un. Demény-szavazas politikai jogot
adna a gyerekeknek, akik nevében sziileik
vagy gondviseldik szavaznanak. Egy
1986-ban az alacsony termékenyseégrol
sz0lo cikkeében vezette eld a javaslatot,

A cél ,,a gyermekes csaladok politikai
rendszerre gyakorolt hatasanak erdsitése.
Amikor az jsziilottek belépnek az emberi
tarsadalomba, 18 évig jogfosztottak: meg
kell engedni, hogy a gondviseld sziilok
gyakoroljak a gyermek szavazati jogat,
amig szavazo korll nem lesz.”

Meghivott eléado volt az Eurdpai
Neépessegtudomanyi Egyesiilet 2014
oktoberében Budapesten tartott iilésén €s

a magyar Orszaghazban plenaris eldadast
tartott az Europai Fenntarthatd Fejlodési
Tandcs iilésén Az eurdpai népesség
jelenlegi szerkezete és jovOje cimmel.
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He held an invited special lecture at the
conference of the European Association for
Population Studies held in Budapest, and
in October 2014 he was keynote speaker at
the session of the European Environment
and Sustainable Development Councils
(EEAC), held in the Hungarian Parliament.
He read a lecture on The current structure
and the future of the European population.

His first Hungarian language book
Nepessegpolitika a kozjo szolgalatadban
(Population Policy in the service of Public
Welfare) was published by the Hungarian
Demographic Research Institute in 2016.

In 2001 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

in the Section of Economics and Law.

He read his inaugural speech Europa
népessegpolitikai dilemmai a huszadik
szazad kozepén (Dilemmas of European
population policy in the middle of the 20th
century) on November 20, 2002.
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Els6 magyar nyelvl konyveét —
Népességpolitika a kozjo szolgalataban —
a KSH Népességtudomanyi Kutatointézete
adta ki 2016-ban.

2001-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak

a Gazdasag- ¢s Jogtudomanyok
Osztalyaban. Székfoglalod eldadasat 2002.
november 20-an tartotta meg Eurdpa
népesseégpolitikai dilemmai a huszadik
szazad kozepén cimmel.
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