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ndrew F. Nagy was born in

Budapest, on May 2, 1932. He

attended the Berzsenyi Daniel

Grammar School, where he
learned basic knowledge in mathematics
and physics. In 1949 his father sent him to
Switzerland. Some months later he went
to Vienna, where he met his parents and
the family moved to Sydney, Australia.
He had to work while attending evening
schools. He received his BE degree from
the University of New South Wales in
1957. He continued his education in the
US, receiving an MSc degree from the
University of Nebraska in 1959, and MSE
and PhD degrees from the University of
Michigan in 1960 and 1963, respectively.
He joined the University of Michigan as
an assistant research engineer in 1959
and was appointed assistant professor

agy F. Andras Budapesten

sziiletett 1932. majus

2-an. A Berzsenyi Déaniel

Gimnaziumba jart, ahol j6
matematikai és fizikai alapképzést kapott.
1949-ben édesapja Svajcba kiildte.
Néhany honap elteltével Bécsbe ment,
itt talalkozott a sziileivel, majd a csalad
kivandorolt Sydneybe, Ausztralidba.
Dolgoznia kellett, mikdzben esti iskolaba
jart. 1957-ben kapott diplomat az Uj-
del Walesi Egyetemen. Tanulmanyait az
Egyesiilt Allamokban folytatta, Nebraskai
Egyetemen folytatta, 1959-ben MSc
fokozatot szerzett, majd a Michigani
Egyetemre ment, 1960-ban MSE,
1963-ban PhD fokozatot szerzett.
A Michigani Egyetemen 1959-ben
kutatdmeérnokként kezdett dolgozni,
1963-ban tanarsegéd, 1967-ben docens,
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of electrical engineering in 1963. He

was promoted to associate professor in
1967 and professor in 1971. In 1973 he
was appointed professor of atmospheric
and oceanic science. He was visiting
professor or researcher at several
American universities. He retired from
active faculty status on December 31,
2009 and is now professor emeritus. He is
still doing research.

As Andrew Nagy said in his response
speech in 2015, when he was awarded
the John Adam Fleming Medal of the
American Geophysical Union, several
flukes influenced his carrier. “I was an
electrical engineering undergraduate in
Sydney, Australia, and as the result of a
chance encounter I received a Fulbright
Grant to do graduate work in the United
States. Another chance incident sent me
to Michigan looking for a summer job, I
was sent to see Nelson Spencer, who at
that time was the director of the Space
Physics Research Laboratory (SPRL). He
offered me a summer job, which was the
beginning of a long and very rewarding
career in space science.”

A pioneer in atmospheric and planetary
science, Professor Nagy researched

the electronics of early ,,dumbbell”

and Langmuir probes and mass
spectrometers. He was a co-investigator
and interdisciplinary scientist on NASA’s
1978 Pioneer Mission to Venus, was an
interdisciplinary scientist on NASA’s
1981 Dynamics Explorer mission, and has

NAGY F. ANDRAS

1971-t81 egyetemi tanar, 1973-t61

az atmoszféra €s 0ceani tudomany
professzora. Szamos amerikai egyetemen
volt vendégoktato €s kutatod. 2009.
december 31-én nyugalomba vonult, azdta
professor emeritus, de ma is folytatja

a kutatomunkat.

2015-ben, amikor Nagy Andras
professzor atvette az Amerikai Geofizikai
Szovetség John Fleming-érmét, koszond
beszédében azt mondta, palyajat szamos
véletlen szerencse alakitotta. ,,Sydney-
ben villamosmeérndk hallgato voltam,
véletlen szerencsének koszonhetem, hogy
Fulbright 6sztondijasként folytathattam
tanulmanyaimat az Egyesiilt Allamokban.
Ugyancsak véletleniil keriiltem
Michiganbe, nyari munkat kerestem,

de elkiildtek Nelson Spencerhez, az
Urfizikai Kutaté Laboratérium (SPRL)
1gazgatdjahoz. Nyari munkat ajanlott,

ez volt a kezdete az Girtudomanyban toltott
hosszu és eredményes palyafutdsomnak.”
Nagy professzor az atmoszféra ¢€s

a bolygotudomany egyik uttordje,

a korai stulyzo (,,dumbbell”)
elektronikdjat, a Langmuir probat €s

a tomegspektrométereket vizsgalta.
Interdiszciplinaris kutatd volt a NASA
1978-ban inditott Pioneer Venus
programjaban és az 1981-ben fellott
Dynamic Explorer programban.

Részt vett a Fold koriil keringd POLAR,
a Marsra kiildott Nozomi és Phobos,
lletve a Szaturnuszra kiildott Cassini,

valamint a Mars koriil keringd MAVEN

FIZIKAI TUDOMANYOK
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been co-investigator of numerous plasma
and neutral gas experiments on NASA and
international missions. He participated

in the POLAR spacecraft orbiting Earth,
the Nozomi mission to Mars, the Phobos
mission to Mars, the Cassini mission to
Saturn and MAVEN orbiting Mars.

He has contributed importantly to science
policy and to the transference of scientific
knowledge to the community through his
books, publications, and lectures. He is
the author/co-author or editor of about
350 publications. He was the Chief Editor
of Geophysical Research Letters and
Reviews of Geophysics.

Not only has he had a remarkable career
of his own, but he has influenced a large
number of successful scientists in their
research, mentoring and training the next
generation of atmospheric and space
scientists to follow their own paths of
excellence.

Professor Nagy served as associate vice
president for research from 1987-90

and was interim director of the Space
Physics Research Laboratory from
1989-91. He has served on or chaired

50 scientific committees — including
COSPAR, the Committee of Space
Research, convened tens of scientific
symposiums, and was president of the
Space Physics and Aeronomy Section of
the American Geophysical Union. He is

a member of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and the
International Academy of Astronautics,

NAGY F. ANDRAS

Urszondaprogramban. Konyveivel,
publikacioival és elfadasaival jelentdsen
hozzajarult a tudomanypolitika és

a tudastranszfer fejlodéséhez. Kozel

350 publikacio szerzdje/tarsszerzdje vagy
szerkesztdje. Foszerkesztdje volt

a Geophysical Research Letters €s

a Reviews of Geophysics cimii
tudomanyos folyoiratnak.

Nem csak sajat palyafutasa kiemelkedo,
sok sikeres tudos kutatomunkajadhoz
nyujtott segitséget, kinevelte

az atmoszféra- €s lrtudomany 1j
nemzedeket, akik aztan sajat palyajukon
eértek el kivalo teljesitményt.

1987-90-ben kutatasi tarselnok, 1989-
91-ben az Urfizikai Kutaté Laboratorium
megbizott igazgatoja volt. 50 tudomanyos
bizottsag — koztiik az Urkutatasi
Bizottsag, a COSPAR — munkdjaban vett
részt, tobbnek elndke volt. 10 tudomanyos
szimpoOziumot hivott 0ssze, elnoke volt
az Amerikai Geofizikai Szovetség
Urfizikai és Fels6légkori Szakosztalyanak.
Tobb mas szervezet mellett tagja

az Amerikai Tudomanyfejlodési
Tarsasagnak, az Amerikai Geofizikai
Szovetségnek, ¢s levelezd tagja

a Nemzetkozi Asztronautikai
Akadémianak. A Michigani Egyetemtol
Stephen S. Attwood Mérnoki Kivaldsagi
Dijat (Steven S. Attwood Excellence

in Engineering Award, 1998) és Kivalo
Teljesitmeény Dijat (Distinguished Faculty
Achievement Award, 2003) kapott.

A mar emlitett Adam Fleming-érem

FIZIKAI TUDOMANYOK
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among other organizations, and is a
Fellow of the American Geophysical
Union. Within the University of
Michigan, he received the Stephen S.
Attwood Excellence in Engineering
Award (1998) and the Distinguished
Faculty Achievement Award (2003). In
addition to the above mentioned John
Adam Fleming Medal he received the
William Kaula Award of the American
Geophysical Union in 2014. His earlier
awards include the Public Service Medal
of the NASA (1983), the Fulbright Prize
(1957) and the McLaurin Prize (1956).
He has worked together with several
Hungarian experts (notably Karoly Szegd)
of the KFKI Atomic Energy Research
Institute, received Hungarian students and
often visited Hungary.

In 1993 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in
the Section of Physical Sciences.

We asked three questions to Professor
Andrew F. Nagy. The questions and his
short answers follow.

1. Hungary is very proud of its «grey
mattery, scientific performance is
considered one of the country’s most
important results. How important do you
think Hungary is in the scientific world of
the 21st century?

NAGY F. ANDRAS

elott, 2014-ben az Amerikai Geofizikai
Szovetség William Kaula Dijat nyerte el.
Korabbi elismerései kozott szerepel

a NASA Public Service Erme (1983),

a Fulbright Dij (1957) és a McLaurin Dij
(1956).

Az MTA Ko6zponti Fizikai Kutatointézet
sok kutatojaval (elsésorban Szegd
Karollyal) dolgozott egyiitt. Magyar
hallgatokat fogadott, gyakran jart
Magyarorszagon.

1993-ban a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilso tagjava valasztottak,

a Fizikai Tudomanyok Osztalyaban.

Harom kérdést tettiink fol Nagy F. Andras
professzor urnak. A kérdéseket és a rovid
valaszokat az alabbiakban kozoljiik.

1. Magyarorszag nagyon biiszke

a sziirkeallomanyara, a tudomanyos
teljesitmény az orszdg egyik legfontosabb
eredményének szamit. Hogyan itéli meg
Magyarorszagnak a 21. szdzadi tudomany
vilagaban betoltott szerepét?

FIZIKAI TUDOMANYOK
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Andrew F. Nagy: This is a difficult
question to answer. Hungary has produced
outstanding scientists in the past (e.g.
look at the list of Nobel Prize winners)
and continues to do so. These scientists,
living both in Hungary and around the
world make very important/significant
contributions to the world of science.

2. A great number of excellent Hungarian
scientists live and work outside Hungary.
What do you think of your national and
professional identity with reference to
your scientific career?

Andrew F. Nagy: 1 am a US citizen and
“am an American scientist”. However
my background is Hungarian; it is in
Budapest that I received my initial and
excellent education and I am thankful for
that.

3. We live in a changing world facing
problems unknown earlier. Which areas
of research can meet the most urgent
demands of our days?

Andrew E Nagy: 1 think that one of the
most important scientific (and maybe also
political) challenges that we face today is
associated with the issues of energy and
climate change. These are interconnected
topics and must be addressed squarely
and resolved. The task is neither easy nor
trivial, but we have no choice. We have to
come to an acceptable global solution.

NAGY F. ANDRAS

V. oldal

Nagy E Andras: Nagyon nehéz valaszt
adni a kérdésre. Magyarorszag sok kivalod
tudost adott a vilagnak (csak ra kell nézni
a Nobel-dijasok listajara), €s ad most is.
E tudosok, éljenek Magyarorszagon vagy
barhol a vilagon, nagyon fontos/jelentds
résztvevoi a tudomany vildganak.

2. Sok magyar tudos él és dolgozik
Magyarorszag hatarain kiviil. Milyen
osszefiiggest lat nemzeti/etnikai
hovatartozasa és tudomanyos palyafutasa
kozott?

Nagy F. Andras: Az Amerikai Egyesiilt
Allamok allampolgara, ,,amerikai

tudos vagyok”. De magyar a hatterem,
Budapesten kaptam az elsé ¢és kivalo
képzést, amelyért nagyon halas vagyok.

3. Valtozo vilagunkban korabban
ismeretlen probléemakkal szembesiiliink.
Véleménye szerint melyik tudomanyteriilet
kutatasai adhatnak leginkabb valaszt
korunk legégetobb kérdéseire?

Nagy F. Andrds: Ugy vélem, jelenleg

a legfontosabb tudomanyos (és talan
politikai) kihivasok az energidhoz és

a klimavaltozashoz kapcsolodnak.

Ezek egymassal 6sszefonodo témak,
egyenes valaszt €s megoldast kell
talalnunk. A feladat nem konnyti és nem
mindennapi, de nincs mas valasztasunk.
Elfogadhat6 globalis megoldast kell
keresniink.

FIZIKAI TUDOMANYOK
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Contact Kapcsolat
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MI 48109-2143 Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2143 Ann Arbor,
2455 Hayward Street 2455 Hayward Street
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Tel.: +1 734 7646592 Tel.: +1 734 7646592
Fax: +1 734 6473083 Fax: +1 734 6473083
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NAGY F. ANDRAS FIZIKAI TUDOMANYOK



mailto:anagy%40umich.edu?subject=
mailto:anagy%40umich.edu?subject=

