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IN MEMORIAM: ARPAD VARECZA
(1941 SEPTEMBER 6-2005 SEPTEMBER. 26)

Arpéd Varecza, college professor, and retired director of the Nyiregyhaza Col-
lege’s Institute of Mathematics and Computer Science was an outstanding figure in
the field of combinatorics here in Hungary.

Arpéd Varecza received a teacher’s diploma in the field of mathematics from the
Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest. He began his college-level teaching and
research career at the Gyorgy Bessenyei Teachers’ Training College (predecessor of
the current College of Nyiregyhdza) in 1969 as an assistant professor. In 1983, he
became a full-time professor of the college.

In 1975, he defended his doctoral (PhD) thesis at the Kossuth Lajos University,
Debrecen. In 1982, he defended his academic thesis, “Optimal Order Algorithms,”
before the Hungarian Academy of Science. From 1984 until his retirement in 2000,
he served as head of the Nyiregyhdza College’s Mathematics Department. From
1990, he served as the college’s vice-rector for three years. In 1999, he also served as
founding director of the college’s Institute of Mathematics and Computer Science.
In 2000, Arpéd Varecza retired from his duties at the college.

During the span of his career, Arpéd Varecza received an impressive variety of
awards: 1986 Award for Outstanding Work, 1992 Beke Mané Award, 2000 E6tvos
Jozsef Memorial Award, 2001 Apéaczai Csere Janos Award. In 2004, he was the first
to receive the Gyula Bereznai Memorial Ring from the college’s Faculty of Science.

In addition to his teaching work, Arpad Varecza was very active in the Hungarian
scientific community. He was elected president of the Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg
county’s Bolyai Janos Mathematics Society, president of the college’s science board,
and editor in chief of AMAPN.

Arpad Varecza was also active in research. He had four books and over 50
scientific papers published. He willing shared his research findings with his students.
Under his direction, three mathematics colleagues received his/her doctorate. He
always inspired and supported his colleagues in furthering their careers.

With the passing of Arpéd Varecza, not only have we lost a mathematician of
international stature, but also a true teacher of exemplary character and skill. His
influence will be felt for years to come here at the College of Nyiregyhéza.
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