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The following article intends to shed light on some aspects of Heinrich Nebbien’s art and activities,
partly at Dolna Krupa and partly in the Banat region. It is based on research on the country house
and park at Dolnd Krupd and also some country houses in the Banat, without claiming to be
complete in any way. 217 letters by Heinrich Nebbien written between 1812 and 1818, kept at the
Slovak National Archives in Bratislava and in microfilms at the Hungarian National Archives in
Budapest, form the backbone of the present writing, as well as the results of repeated field trips to
the aforementioned places.

It was probably in 1812 that Nebbien entered into the service of Count Joseph Brunswick.
His patron was an active member of the Hungarian political elite, held high offices, rising to the
rank of orszagbird, or Lord Chief of Justice. Brunswick was in effect the second man in the national
hierarchy of the Kingdom Hungary after the Palatine.

The first document relating to Nebbien’s activities in his new position dates from 1812; it
was in this year that he asked for permission to publish the design for the planned landscaping of
Dolnéd Krupa park in a publication called Dendrona. The incident implies that the project for the
improvement of the park was still at an initial stage. Very soon a rival, the French-born architect
and garden designer of Prince Esterhdzy, Charles Moreau, came on the scene. Moreau arrived at
Dolna Krupa on 17" August 1813 for a short visit to survey the grounds. The visit lasted from 11 in
the morning till 3 in the afternoon, i.e. only four hours, but that could have sufficed Moreau to form
a basic idea of what to do with the park. The event immediately prompted Nebbien to action: within
a few days he presented an illustrated programme for the upgrading of Dolna Krupé park. There
was no word of Moreau any more, at least as far as the park was concerned; Nebbien himself would
take charge of the job. (Moreau will be later responsible for the design of the house)

Nebbien’s work at Dolnd Krupa was rather complex. It concerned the park, the main
building (the country house) as well as the adjacent buildings; briefly, he had to modernize the
complex. It is no accident that he possessed the title of an Okonomierat, or economic councillor
(and not specifically a garden designer). Besides a general responsibility for the whole estate he also
had to fulfil miscellaneous, smaller commissions.

One of his main tasks was to harmonize the outbuildings on both sides of the country house,
such as stables, a coach house and service buildings. He called them rustic (“bauerisch”) in one of

his letters. He tackled the problem in several ways. One of them was ennobling them by adding
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elegant, Neo-Classical features. Another was connecting the main building with the service
buildings by means of an underground passage (“unterirdischer Weg”) so that there would be no
unwanted structure above ground to spoil the visual effect. A third one included concealing the
outbuildings behind trees and clumps of bushes as part of the general design for the park; this was
meant to bring out the aspect of the main building better. (The theatre, a fairly impressive Neo-
Classical structure, was built later, and the house itself received its present Neo-Classical facade in
1820-22 from designs by Charles Moreau)

Nebbien turned his attention to the practical matters of the main building as well. In 1814 he
paid a visit to the manufacturer of flushing toilets (“englische Retiraden”), which he quite liked and
recommended for the house. He also intended to buy pieces of furniture for the house and the
“pavilions”. Being chiefly responsible for its landscaping, Nebbien’s improvements for the park
were more far-reaching. The main feature of the park was the lake outside the rear facade of the
main house. Nebbien also embellished the gate of the park by placing there two large vases on high
pedestals. In his letters he referred to various ornamental structures, such as the garden lodge, the
hermit’s hut, the Florentine Hall (“Florenz Hall”), the obelisk and the grotto. Especially the latter,
a complicated and unusual structure, kept him pre-occupied, and he considered it a feat of art and
joy of nature. Other, more practical structures, such as a guest house, an ice-pit, pavilions adorned
with balustrades, etc. were also build by him.

One more aspect of Nebbien’s stay at Dolna Krupa deserves attention: it was here that he
prepared the designs for the City Park (Varosliget) of Pest. He already mentioned them in 1812,
when he wanted to publish them in his Dendrona calling it a “Folks-Park”. He kept working on it at
least until in 1815, when it was nearly complete. He called the design the fruit of his stay at Dolna
Krupé; in some way the extensive park here could be a good testing-ground for the other, more
important project. He asked Count Joseph Brunswick to pass on the design to Palatine Joseph. As
referred to above, his patron held a very high position, which enabled him to communicate with
Palatine Joseph and thus be a mediator in the affair. Nebbien pointed out that he had prepared not
only plans but also images (“Darstellungen”), which the young arch-duchess may appreciate even
more. As it is well known, Palatine Joseph played a major role in the realization of the City Park. It
is generally believed that Nebbien acquired the commission to create the City Park in a competition.
It seems to be equally possible that this happened through personal channels, i.e. through Count
Brunswick’s patronage and mediation. As a result, Nebbien’s design formed the basis of the
development of the present-day City Park of Budapest.

There was another direction of Nebbien’s activities that derived from Dolnd Krupa: the
south-eastern part of the Kingdom of Hungary, more specifically the Banat region (now part of

Serbia and Romania). It is geographically far, and it must have been quite cumbersome to get there
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in those days, when travelling was a difficult and slow business. The story began in 1805 when
Count Joseph Brunswick’s daughter Jalia married Baron Andras Forray. The young couple built
a country house in Soborsin (today Savarsin, Romania) on the North bank of the Maros River. In
1812, when Nebbien wanted to publish his Dendrona, in it he planned to publish also his design for
Soborsin park — he called it ,,der kleine romantische Park zu Soborsin™. Sporadic data confirm that
he was indeed active in the creation of the landscape park round the Neo-Classical mansion.

South of the Maros River lay the region called the Banat, where Nebbien laid out several
parks in the subsequent years. It was a flat but very fertile area, in fact excellent farmland. In the
16th and 17th centuries it had languished under Turkish rule. Taken back by the Habsburg army
from Turks at the end of the 17th century, it was re-populated in the 18th century with the help of
the central government. For several decades it was under Habsburg military administration, then
under the administration of the Treasury. It was only in 1779 that the court incorporated it into the
administrative system of the Kingdom of Hungary. As a consequence, the estates were auctioned
off and new landlords appeared. In the subsequent decades the newly-established nobility of the
region erected country houses, laid out parks and in general improved their estates. In this process
Heinrich Nebbien played a role, apparently an important one: he designed parks and he was
probably involved in the modernization and improvement of several estates across the region. In all
probability this happened through the mediation of Baron Forray residing in near-by Soborsin, and
thus ultimately through the Brunswick family. Being basically an Okonomierat, or economic
counsellor, Nebbien’s expertise was surely needed and appreciated in the remote and backward
region. He visited the Banat personally at least once, in June 1817; one letter that he wrote from
Temesvar (today Timisoara, Romania), the capital of the region, and another sent from the village
of Elemér (today Elemir, Serbia) attest to this.

In the Banat he was responsible for at least three parks, and in all likelihood, he also had a
hand in the management of the surrounding estates. These three places were Elemér, where one of
his letters was written from, Bégaszentgydrgy (today Zitiste, Serbia) and Ecska (today Ecka,
Serbia). The creation of these parks occurred between 1817 and 1821.

Elemér park was not much more than a big garden and, typically of the region, entirely
integrated into the structure of the village. Like virtually all villages in the Banat, Elemér was
a planned settlement with a regular grid pattern as a result of the great campaign of re-population
after the Turkish wars. The park at Bégaszentgyorgy, similar in size to Elemér, was situated on the
edge of the village, still constituting part of it. The considerably more complex park at Ecska
consisted of three sections. The main section was, along with the house of the family, wedged
between rows of plots and peasant houses. An additional, ornamental section complemented it on

the other side of the road. And finally, the owner also had a game park beyond the stream. The
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proprietor, Agoston Lazar, a colonel in the army, wanted to establish a model estate at Ecska and
that is why he needed Nebbien’s services. We know from Nebbien’s letters that he sent Lazar
saplings and seeds from Vienna, and it is safe to assume that he also had a hand in the design of the
park.

Today most parks in the region are overgrown, built up or totally modernized. Ecska still
survives, altered nearly beyond recognition but it is still there. The L-shaped original building
complete with small porticoed entrances can also be identified. In the main section stands the Neo-
Classical sepulchral monument of the Lazar family dated 1835. The ornamental section of the park
boasts a peculiar structure, a large folly with an octagonal plan and a crenellated tower attached to
one side. Heinrich Nebbien, however, had probably nothing to do with these structures.

There is one more place in the Banat, the village of Lovrin (today Lovrin, Romania), which
may have a connection with Nebbien. Baron Frigyes Lipthay owned the estate here, who planted
long lines of trees, and in 1819 laid out a “magnificent English garden”. In fact there were two
gardens (parks) in Lovrin, integrated into the settlement as usual in the region: a small one behind
the house, and a big one at the end of the village. The latter featured windings paths and a small
pond with a tiny island. It may be no accident that Lovrin was called the most beautiful park in
Torontal county. The author of the park could have easily been Heinrich Nebbien. We know that in
1822 Anton Pius Rigel visited Lovrin, most likely on business, building the owner’s house. Rigel
served as the architect (“Baudirector”) of the Brunswick family, working both at Dolna Krupa and
Soborsin. Thus he was Nebbien’s colleague — a link that may allow us to assume that Nebbien was
involved in designing the park. The bigger section of Lovrin park was in fact nearly a paraphrase in
miniature of the Budapest City Park.

Parks in the Banat region were invariably small, typically they formed part of, or were
integrated into, the settlement. The reason for their restricted size was simple: the soil was so fertile
and valuable that the owners did not want to waste it for parks.

By comparison, Nebbiens other parks in Hungary proper were quite different. Here no such
restrictions existed and the owners apparently gave him a free hand. This is how he designed the
extensive parks at T6almas for the Pronay family, and at Martonvasar for Count Ferenc Brunswick,
Joseph Brunswick’s nephew. Of course also the large and beautiful park at Dolnd Krupa fell into
this latter category.
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Dolna Krupd, view of country the house and the park. 1835 — 1845
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Heinrich Nebbien’s design for the City Park (Varosliget) of Pest. 1816



Savargsin (Soborsin), view of the country house and the park. 1816

Elemir (Elemér), plan. 1864 — 1865
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Ecka (Ecska), plan. 1864 — 65
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Martonvasar, plan. 1858
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RESUME
POZNAMKY K DIELU HEINRICHA NEBBIENA V DOLNEJ KRUPEJ A V BANATE

Prispevok sa venuje niektorym aktivitdim Heinricha Nebbiena v Dolnej Krupej (DK) a ¢iastocne
1 v regione Banat; cerpd zo zachovanej Nebbienovej koreSpondencie (217 listov z rokov 1812 — 18
ulozenych v Slovenskom narodnom archive v Bratislave a na mikrofilmoch v Mad’arskom
narodnom archive v Budapesti) atak isto aj z vysledkov opakovanych pracovnych ciest do
horeuvedenych lokalit.

Heinrich Nebbien pravdepodobne roku 1812 vstipil do sluzieb Jozefa Brunsvika, ktory bol
aktivnym ¢lenom uhorskej politickej elity, povySeny na stupenn krajinského sudcu. V skuto¢nosti
bol druhym muzom v uhorskom kralovstve po palatinovi. Prvy dokument tykajici sa Nebbieno-
vych aktivit v Brunsvikovych sluzbach je z roku 1812, kedy si ziadal dovolenie publikovat’ navrh
planovanych krajinnych uprav v parku DK. Projekt parku bol este v §tadiu zrodu. Roku 1813 prisiel
na kratku navstevu do DK Charles Moreau (vo Francuzsku narodeny architekt a zdhradny architekt
kniezata Eszterhazyho) a po obhliadke pozemkov sformuloval zakladnu myslienku, ako riesit’ park.
Udalost’ podnietila Nebbiena, vzapéti prezentoval svoj navrh na zuslachtenie parku v DK a tak sdm
prevzal zodpovednost’ za pracu. (Jeho rival Charles Moreau zodpovedal za dizajn kastiel’a.)

Nebbienova praca v DK sa netykala iba parku, na starosti mal komplexni modernizaciu
celej nehnutelnosti. Venoval sa aj praktickym zéleZitostiam (odporucal splachovacie zachody,
planoval kiipu nabytku). Nie ndhodou pouzival titul ekonomicky poradca (a nie Specificky zahradny
architekt). PredovSetkym bol v§ak zodpovedny za krajinné upravy.

Pozornost’ si zasluhuje d’alsi aspekt Nebbienovho vztahu k DK. Pripravu navrhu mestského
parku (Varosliget) v Pesti povazoval za ovocie svojho pobytu v Krupej. Ziskat’ tuto zdkazku mu

potom zaiste pomohol Jozef Brunsvik osobnou intervenciou u palatina.
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S Dolnou Krupou a Brunsvikovcami suvisia aj Nebbienove aktivity v juhovychodnej Casti
Uhorska, v regione Banat (dnes zahrnuje Cast’ Srbska a Rumunska). Dcéra Jozefa Brunsvika Julia sa
vydala za baréna Andreja Forraya, s ktorym si budovali letné sidlo v SoborSine (Savarsin) na
severnom brehu rieky Mure$S (Maros, Mures). Sporadické tidaje potvrdzuji, Ze Nebbien skutocne
aktivne tvoril prirodny park tamojSieho neo-klasicistického kastiel'a ako ,,maly romanticky park*.

Region juzne od rieky Mures$ sa nazyva Banat, kde Nebbien v nasledujicom obdobi navrhol
niekol’ko parkov. Rovinaty kraj s ve'mi tirodnou podou bol v 16. — 17. storo¢i obsadeny Turkami.
Po ich porazke koncom 17. storoCia oblast’ spravovala habsburska vojenska administrativa, potom
Stana financ¢na sprava a roku 1779 presla pod spravu kralovského dvora. V regione sa objavili novi
vlastnici, novoetablovand Sl'achta si v Bandte stavala sidla obkolesené parkami a modernizovala
majetky. V tomto procese hral Nebbien ddlezitli rolu, pravdepodobne zasluhou Brunsvikovcov
a barona Forraya. V Banate v rokoch 1817 — 1821 navrhol najmenej 3 parky: Elemir (Srbsko, mad’.
Elemér), Zitidte (Srbsko, mad. Bégaszentgydrgy) a Ecka (Srbsko, mad. Ecska). Mensie parky
v Elemire a v Zitisti, va¢si park, pozostavajuci z troch sekcii, v E¢ke.

Mozno sa domnievat, ze Nebbien navrhoval aj park v Lovrine na panstve bardna Frigyesa
Lipthaya, ktorého roku 1822 navstivil stavitel A. P. Rigel. Kedze Rigel spolu s Nebbienom
pracoval u Brunsvikovcov tak v DK ako aj v SoborSine (Forrayovci), tak je pravdepodobné, ze
Nebbien je autorom parku aj v Lovrine. Potvrdzuje to i fakt, Ze najvicsia sekcia parku je akoby
kopia budapestianskeho mestského parku (Varosliget) v miniature.

Parky v Banate boli vzdy malé, tvorili ¢ast’ obce alebo boli do nej integrované. Pricina ich
mensich rozmerov spocivala v Zirnosti a irodnosti pody, ktorti majitel’ nechcel premrhat’ iba na park.
Ostatné Nebbienove parky v Uhorsku st in€, nestiesnené a pri ich tvorbe ocividne dostal Nebbien
od majitel'ov volnu ruku (rozlahly park v Téalmasi pre rodinu Pronayovcov, v Martonvasari pre

FrantiSka Brunsvika). Urcite aj velkost’ a krdsa Dolnej Krupej patri do tejto kategorie.
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