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Abstract

The two-edged swords are a small but significammtugr of the medieval material
culture of Transylvanid.For various subjective and objective reasons tbieokarly
world, which dealt with swords of the migration atite early medieval period of
Europe, neglected the research of this group ofrdsdAlthough the European sword
was classified in numerous types and sub-typesgeretefinitions of date and place
cannot be done. Therefore in some cases it seemes practical to look for a period
during which it might have been in use than totdrglate the sword or its types, even if
this does not supply a certain d&tS&words were widespread and very distributable
objects throughout Europe and it is impossible $sign certain specific regions of
origins. Since, out-of-context finds get publishiackly it is our aim to publish this
single find in order to make its type and detaNsitable for the researchers dealing
with medieval weapons.

1. About the context of the find

According to the historian Tudoilggean, three years ago Adrian Cohorzan gave
the sword to the National Museum of Transylvanidstéty. The architect related
that he had found the sword not far from Moldowginen the territory of a sand
extraction site. Based on a hand-drawn sketch preden the museum, the sword
was found during extraction with the excavator ah%0 m terrace right next to the
River Aries (germ.: Ariesch, hung.: Aranyogpl. 1)

2. The description of the sword

The corroded sword was preserved only in a fragetkstate; in our opinion its
real length was around 1, 15 — 1, 20 m. In the raidéithe polygonal pommel, which
is attached at the end of the hilt, a disc shapegqtion can be observed. During the
weighing of the sword we realized that the pommead Bignificant weight but we
couldn’t measure it separately. The hilt on thes 9fithe pommel suddenly narrows
down while on its other end, before the cross-guargrints of wood could be
clearly recognized. Looking at it from profile h®at-shaped cross-guard is preserved
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only fragmentary. Because of its corroded statefuller of the blade can hardly be
recognized but it is still visible and goes in thiddle towards the tip of the blade on
all its preserved length.

3. Proportions of the sword.. Full length: 67,5 cm; 2. Width of the pommg|6
cm; 3. Height of the pommel: 5,6 cm; 4. Thicknekthe pommel: 2,6 cm; 5. Length
of the hilt: 16,5 cm; 6. Width of the hilt: 2 — 2¢8n; 7. Length of the fragmentary
cross-guard: 12 cm; 8. Width of the cross-guarfi:cty; 9. Width of the blade: 4 —
4,4 cm; 10. Width of the fuller: 0,9 — 1 cm. Weigs42 gr.(PIl. 2 — 3)

4. Discussions on the occurrence of the weaporsaiily medieval graves

In the system of death- and life-symbols of theyeariddle Ages, jewelleries
played an important role fawvomen in the case of freenen weaponéulfilled this
symbolic role. At a closer look the problem seemsbé more complicated. The
occurrence of weapons in cemeteries of the earniglimiAges is not surprising, since
prestige, status and rank was expressed in butggngead in the same way as he or
she lived in the everyday life. The questiorjefelleriesis more complex. Although
jewelleries are known mainly from women's gravé® tale or female character
should be considered rather as a cultural congtructhis explains the fact that they
can also be found in men's graves.

In connection with jewelleries another problem esisThe exact chronological
limitation of the usage of an object is almost isgble. This definitely holds true for
fashion-items, while in the case of weapons thpiead or disappearance can be
caused by more practical reasons, whereas thedspifetashion-items is rather a
social-psychological phenomenon. Therefore, therabipgical curve of jewellery
usage can be built only with difficulties. The usagweaponsin contradiction with
jewelleries, was connected to practical-strategiblems.

Although in pagan cemeteries (of the tenth centumg the first quarter of the
eleventh century) the rank of a deceased perstmegorestige of the family (through
the deceased person) was symbolized by differgetstpf weapons, horse burials and
funeral garments adorned with jewellery; inside tbleurchyard prestige was
symbolized by theplacement of the grave$he main features of thehurchyard
cemeteries”are the presence of the church or its remainsthaeddensity of the
graves, usually with poor furnishings and gravedyodn many cases one can find
multiple or super-positioned graves, which make pihecess of interpretation more
difficult.

Christianity, which taught spiritual and, from theint of view of the economic-
political hierarchy, an egalitarian picture of théer world superseded the symbols
that represented the status of the individual erféimily in the burial§,but it allowed

4 Examples for this see: Gall 2007, 397.

® It is very interesting thaword or saberburials became fashionable again from the sixteeantury
on, especially inside church. Do we face a moregiexnmanifestation of self-representation or self-
fashioning? On this issue see the excavation ofaP®éla, Roska Marton and Kovacs Istvan in Alba
lulia (Pésta 1917, 1-155). Such a phenomenon isvRrfoom Scandinavia (Kiefer-Ollsen 1997, 188,
note 17).
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another representation. This is very well indicdtgdl heodulf's decree, which, at the
end of the ninth century, emphasized thiahops, monkandpriestscould be buried
in the church and, what is most interesting tolaygnenwho are worthy of it could
also be interred there. In the case of medievahéaythis symboli¢competition” of
power and wealth meant the same as the jewelleggpans or parts of horses did in
the burials of the bygone pagan times. In contwdtt older days, the poverty of
furnishings does not mean the poverty of the spchait thePuritanismof medieval
way of thinking, which was often dissonar@implicity and Puritanism are the
solution to this problem, but the aim to represgmiver and prestige remained the
same andhe burials in the church or as close to the chuashit was possible were
its manifestationsThat is the reason why overlapping burials angeguosition can
be found around the churches, which are the charsiit features of churchyard
cemeteries as opposed to the cemeteries with rbgraees’

In thismental contexive have to understand the missing of the weapioany the
graves. However, we can understand why the majsiitgrds from Transylvania
Basin from the twelfth until the fifteenth centwgigvere discovered without context
namely these were stray finds.

5. Discussions on the sword from Moldowine

A number of factors should be taken into considenaivhen one tries to date a
sword but not all of them can offer a precise datihowards the end of the middle
ages fashion shown through varying styles of retdmes a useful tool for dating.
Blade inscriptions and heraldic bearings can givenae precise dating although
these indicate only the date when they were appiiethe weapon and not the
production date of the sword. As can be seen ititdrature the mounts of scabbards
can give a reliable dating not for the sword it¢rlf for the scabbard. These, as well
as the grips, must have been changed quite oftent@everyday usage and were
greatly influenced by the change of fashion. Thersmforms can be also classified
but only vaguely dated. In the light of the aboventioned we tried to give a more or
less precise dating of this sword mainly based oalagies coming from the
neighboring regions and using the well-known typas available for our research.
According to the typology compiled by Oakeshotsthivord can be assigned to the
XIIIA or even the XVIA type, which seems to be avdmpment of the former, both
dated largely to the fourteenth and fifteenth ceetf The pommel form is closest to
the 11 of Oakeshott’s typology, this being the magpular in the fourteenth century
and onward§.Following Pinter’s typology, the sword can be date the second half
of the fourteenth and the beginning of the fiftéenéntury, and belongs to the XI
type. The closest analogy for the pommel and magiten for the sword, can be

5 On the evolution of the ,pagan” and ,intermedialeitial customs in the Transylvanian Basin, Partium
and Banat from the tenth to the eleventh centusiss, GALL 2004—2005, 334—454.

7 Oakeshott 1997, 42—46, 63—64; Oakeshott 199893,18-106, especially the one on page 104.

8 Dakeshott 1997, 95-96.
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found at Oradea (without context)in Aleksi’s typology of swords from

southeastern Europe, the pommel of the sword frastd®engti can be asserted to
the 11 type of polygonal pommels having analogies-inland, Germany, Poland,
Bulgaria, Serbia and CroatiadSince the point of the sword was not preserves it
hard to decide whether the blade would fit into Xia or the XVla type of blades
described by Aleksibut the dating corresponds with the previous oties second

half of the fourteenth and the beginning of theeiith century*
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Plate 1. Moldovenesti (Varfalva): topographical context of the sword
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Plate 3. The sword from Moldovenesti (Vérfalva)

Plate 2. The sword from Moldovenesti (Varfalva)






