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The Periphery of the Centre?

The Late Avar Cemetery Part

at Nadlac (Germ.: Nadlak; Hung.:
Nagylak; Slov.: Nadlak)'

Sorin COCIS / Erwin GALL / Malvinka URAK / Adrian URSUTIU

Abstract: In the frame of the Nidlac-Arad Motorway project 12 graves were exca-
vated from the Late Avar period near Nidlac. According to the analysis of the burial
customs, various object categories of the material culture (lock rings, earring, beads,
components of belts with mounts, knives, potteries) can be dated to the end of the
late Avar era, which corresponds to the late 8" or early 9" century. It can firmly be
stated that some of the finds were the products of the latest metallurgical horizon (e.g.
the punched belt-hole guard mount and the belt mounts with pendants) so some of
the types found here can be connected to the last horizon, which is very important
concerning their dating. The identity of the micro-community in Nadlac and their
self-identification with a political community were influenced by the fact that they
were a primary group. For them their micro- and macro-community traditions and
their values and traditions at a micro-community level coming from their way of life
might have been much more important than their ethnic identity. According to the
clusters of late Avar sites and the supposed location of the hypothetical ‘workshop
circles’ in the Carpathian Basin, it is clear that the cemetery researched by us and its
micro-region is situated outside the central territories. It seems to be supported by the
heterogeneity of the belt sets, which shows that the members of this community had
more difficulty obtaining the various decorations. The anthropological deformations
indicating hard physical work also seem to underpin this ‘peripheral’ status. Its loca-
tion seems to show clearly that this micro-region, and within this the cemetery of this
animal breeding and agricultural pagan population, is on the periphery of the power
centre(s) of the Great Plain. They were the common people of the late Avar Khaganate
in the eastern region of the Great Plain. We can talk about the cemetery of a settlement
from the late Avar period, which was on the periphery, under the Khagan or some
other Avar chief or big man (tudun, iugurus).

Key words: Nadlac, Avar period, burial customs, material culture, 8-9™ centuries,
periphery.

ON THE EXCAVATION

The Nadlac-Arad Motorway project was started in 2011, and at that
time the sites of the main section were researched. After the end of the
project and of the expropriations, an archaeological diagnostic survey
was carried out in the fall of 2012 on the road, which would link the
town of Nadlac to the aforementioned motorway. Site 7M, which was
unknown until that time, was identified during the survey in October
2012 and the first exploratory trenches were dug by the Institutul de
Arheologie si Istoria Artei, Cluj. The eight trenches were at a distance
of ~50 m from one another, and their purpose was to limit the extent of
the site in the section affected by the road works. The first four archaeo-
logical finds were unearthed at this time, as was the first Avar find, too
(# 1). After the mechanical unearthing of the site, the finds were identi-
fied and researched in about two weeks (26.04.2014 — 07.05.2014)>
Just as in the case of other sites in the Nadlac/Nagylak-Pecica/
Pécska section of the motorway, the upper level was made up of loose
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Fig. 9. The Carpathian Basin in the late Avar era: the ‘Avar settlement area’ and ‘the areas under influence’ controlled by the late
Avar power structure

So it can be stated that in the case of Cemetery 7M (and the other
two or three cemeteries) we cannot suppose the population of the
core region in the late Avar era. According to the clusters of late Avar
sites and the supposed location of the hypothetical ‘workshop circles),
it is clear that the cemetery researched by us and its micro-region is
outside that territory. It seems to be supported by the heterogeneity
of the belt sets, which show that the members of this community
had more difficulty obtaining the various ornaments. The anthro-
pological deformations indicating hard physical work (see the an-
thropological analysis later) also seem to underpin this ‘peripheral’
status. Its location seems to show clearly that this micro-region and
within this the cemetery of this animal breeding and agricultural pa-
gan people is on the periphery of the power centre(s) of the Great
Plain. They were the common people of the late Avar Khaganate in
the eastern region of the Great Plain. We can talk about the cemetery
of a settlement from the late Avar period, which was on the periph-

9 On the Avar dignity names, see Ligeti 1) under the Khagan or some other Avar chief or big men (tudun,

1986, 145-149. iuguruss').



