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Selected Works of Pal Miklos

Books, studies, catalogues

1955

Kina miivészete. Vezeté a Kina Muzeum kidlli-
tasahoz [The Art of China. Guide of the
Museum of China]. Budapest, Iparmiivé-
szeti Mlzeum.

1956
A kinai festészet a XX. szazadban [Chinese

Painting in the 20th Century]. Természet és
tudomany CXV, 6, pp. 331-335.

1959

A tunhuangi Ezer Buddha barlangtemplomok
[Cave Temples of Thousand Buddhas at Dun-
huang]. Budapest, Magyar Helikon Konyv-
kiado Vallalat.

Lao She, Fekete Li és Fehér Li — A holdsarlo
[Hei Bai Li, Yueyar]. (Foreword) Trans. Ka-
td6 Lomb. Budapest, Eurépa Konyvkiado.

1960

(With Ferenc T6kei) A4 kinai irodalom rovid tor-
ténete [Short History of the Chinese Litera-
ture]. Budapest, Gondolat Kényvkiado.

Kinaiak a szinhdzrél [Chinese Ideas about Thea-
tre]. Budapest, Szinhaztudomanyi Intézet.

1962

Csi Paj-si (1862—1957) [Qi Baishi]. (A miivé-
szet kiskonyvtara XXXIII). Budapest, Kép-
z6muvészeti Alap.

1963

Ci Baj-si (1862—1957) (Prev. Elena Gabor).
(Malaja biblioteka iszkuszsztva 19) Buda-
pest, Corvina.

1971

Olvasas és értelem [Reading and Meaning]. Stud-
ies. Budapest, Szépirodalmi Kiad6.

1973

A sarkany szeme. Bevezetés a kinai piktura iko-
nografiagjaba [Dragon’s Eye. Introduction
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into the Iconography of the Chinese Paint-
ing]. Budapest, Corvina Kiado.

1975

Kép ¢és kerete [Picture and its Frame]. Miizsak
4, pp. 21-22.

1976

Vizualis kultura. Elméleti és kritikai tanulma-
nyok a képzémiivészetek korébol [Visual
Culture. Theoretical and Critical Studies of
the Fine Arts]. Budapest, Magvet6 Kiado.

1977

Hungarian Art Nouveau (Foreword). Washing-
ton, Smithonian Institute — Budapest, Hun-
garian Institute for Cultural Relations.

Dvojnoe soobscenie v odnoj kartine. In: Semio-
tika i hudoZestvennoe tvorcestvo. Moskva,
pp- 293-307

1978

A Zen és a miivészet [Zen Buddhism and the Art].
(Gyorsul6 id6). Budapest, Magvetd Kiado.

1979

La fiancée de la quietude. Ars Decorativa. Year-
book of the Museum of Applied Arts and Fe-
renc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asiatic Arts
(Budapest) No. 6, pp. 5-10.

1980

Die Sammlungen des Budapester Museums fiir
Kunstgewerbe. (Hrsg.) Budapest, Magyar
Helikon—Corvina Kiadoé.

Une typologie du jouet. Ars Decorativa. Year-
book of the Museum of Applied Arts and Fe-
renc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asiatic Arts
(Budapest) No. 7, pp. 163—187.

Korniss Dezs6 [Dezs6é Korniss]. In: Harmincot
év, harmincot miivész [Thirty-three Years,
Thirty-three Artists]. Budapest, Corvina Ki-
ado, pp. 186—195.

1981

The Collections of the Budapest Museum of Ap-
plied Arts. (Ed., Foreword) Budapest, Ma-
gyar Helikon—Corvina Kiado.
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Les Collections du Musée des Arts Décoratifs
de Budapest. (Ed.) Budapest, Magyar Heli-
kon—Corvina Kiado.

Régi japan hangszerek: a Bendel-Enking gyiij-
temény bemutatéja [Ancient Japanese In-
struments. The Bendel-Enking Collection].
Budapest, Kézponti Miizeum Igazgatosag.

Sobranija budapestskogo muzeja prikladnogo
iskusstva. (Sost. i vvedenija.) Budapest, Ma-
gyar Helikon—Corvina Kiado.

1982

Das Drachenauge. Einfiihrung in die Ikono-
graphie der chinesischen Malerei. Ubers.
Heribert Thierry. Budapest, Corvina.

A szerelem miivészete Keleten [The Art of Love
in the Far-East]. Vildgossag (Budapest)
XXIII, Dec., pp. 753-757.

1983

Kina iparmiivészete [Chinese Decorative Arts].
In: Régiségek konyve [Book of Antiquities].
Budapest, Gondolat Kiado, pp. 466—483.

1984

Az utca kozmiivelddése [Public Education of
the Street]. In: Miivészet a tarsadalomért
[Art for Society]. Budapest, Magyar Képzo-
¢és Iparmiivészeti Szovetség.

1985

Kinai miivészet és miigylijtés hazankban [Chi-
nese Art and Collecting Chinese Objects
of Art in Hungary]. In: Kina kulturdja Ma-
gyvarorszagon [Culture of China in Hun-
gary]. (Torténelem és kultira 2) Budapest,
MTA Orientalisztikai Munkakzosség, pp.
27-31.

A Dictionary of Ornaments as Display. In: Je/—
Kép. Televizio—radio—sajto [Sign—Picture.
Television—Broadcast—Press].  Budapest,
Special Edition for the Cultural Forum, pp.
91-99.

Iparmtivészet szemiotikdja [Semiotics of the Ap-
plied Arts]. In: Miivészet és/mint kommuni-
kacio [Art and/as Communication]. Buda-
pest, Magyar Képzd- és Iparmiivészeti Szo-
vetség.
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1986

A keramika a Tavol-Keleten. Forma és funkcio
[Ceramics in the Far-East. Form and Func-
tion]. Exhibition of the Ferenc Hopp Mu-
seum of Eastern Asiatic Arts. Catalogue.
Budapest, Iparmiivészeti Muzeum.

1987

L’Oeil du Dragon. Introduction iconographique
a la peinture chinoise. Budapest, Corvina.

Malarstwo chinskie. Wstep do ikonografii ma-
larstwa chinskiego. Warszawa, Wydawnict-
wa Artystyczne: Filmowe.

Kina miivészete. Chinese Arts. Katalogus. Cata-
logue. Budapest, Az Iparmiivészeti Mizeum
Rath Gyo6rgy Mtizeuma.

1988

Az elsé kinai csaszar cseréphadserege [Terra-
cotta Army of the First Emperor of China].
Catalogue. Budapest, Magyar Nemzeti M-
zeum.

Kina miivészete. Allando killitas a Rath Gyorgy
Miuzeumban [Chinese Arts. Permanent Ex-
hibition in the Gyorgy Rath Museum]. Ke-
letkutatas Spring, pp. 46—62.

1989

Erich Fromm: Zen buddhizmus és pszichoana-
lizis [Zen Buddhism and Psychoanalysis].
(Foreword). Budapest, Helikon Kiado.

New Aquisition in the Ferenc Hopp Museum of
Eastern Asiatic Arts. Ars Decorativa. Year-
book of the Museum of Applied Arts and Fe-
renc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asiatic Arts
(Budapest) No. 9, pp. 133—151.

Horvath Vera (1926-1986). Ars Decorativa.
Yearbook of the Museum of Applied Arts
and Ferenc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asi-
atic Arts (Budapest) No. 9, pp. 212-215.

1996

Tus és Ecset. Kinai miivelodéstorténeti tanul-
manyok [Ink and Brush. Studies on History
of Chinese Civilisation]. Budapest, Liget
Konyvek.

Bohus, Lugossy, Buczko: Iparmiivészeti Muze-
um, 1996. Szeptember—oktober [Bohus, Lu-
gossy, Buczkd: Museum of Applied Arts,
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Sept.—Oct. 1996]. Magyar Iparmiivészet 4,
pp. 63—65.

1997

A kinai festészet elmélete. Ford. Tokei Ferenc
[Theories of Chinese Painting. Trans. by Fe-
renc Tokei]. Foreword and notes. Budapest,
Argumentum.

Liu Zongyuan: Megszeretem a szdmiizetést.
(Foreword). Budapest, Terebess Kiado.

Translations
1957

Lao She: A tigriskisasszony meg a férje [Luo-
tuo Xiangzi]. Budapest, Europa Koényvkiado.

1958

Guan Hanqing: Tou O’ drtatlan haldla. Csao
Pan-er, a mentéangyal [Dou E yuan. Jiu
fengchen]. (Trans. with Ferenc Tékei). Bu-
dapest, Europa Konyvkiado.

Guo Moruo: Csii Jiian [Qu Yuan]. Drama. Bu-
dapest, Europa Konyvkiado.

1959

Cao Yu: Zivatar [Leiyu]. Budapest, Europa
Konyvkiado.

1960

Lao She: Teahdz [Chaguan]. Drama. Budapest,
Eurdpa Konyvkiado.

1961

Guo Moruo: [fjukor [Wo de tongnian]. Buda-
pest, Eurdépa Konyvkiado.

(with Endre Galla) Modern kinai kélték [Mod-
ern Chinese poets]. Compiled and trans.
Budapest, Europa Konyvkiado.

1962

Guo Moruo: Egyetemi éveim. Budapest, Eurdpa
Konyvkiadé.

1987

Kapujanincs atjard. Kinai csan-buddhista pél-
dazatok [Wumen guan. Chan Buddhist par-
ables]. (Ed., trans., foreword) (Prométheusz
Konyvek 16). Budapest, Helikon Kiadoé.
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In Memoriam Laszlé6 Kakosy

The obituary reads too laconic and indifferent:
Laszl6 Kékosy, corresponding member of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and of the
Heidelberger Akademie der Wissenschaften,
chairman of the Academy’s Committee of An-
cient History, member of the Academy’s Com-
mittee of Orientalists, councillor of the Interna-
tional Association of Egyptologists, chairman
of the Hungarian branch of the same associa-
tion, retired university professor at the Egyp-
tological Department of Eotvos Lorand Uni-
versity, chairman of the Society for Antique
Studies, former member of the editorial board of
Antique Studies, director of the archaeological
mission excavating the tomb of Djehutimes at
Thebes, board member of the Hungarian—Egyp-
tian Friendship Society, awarded with Széche-
nyi-prize, Academic-prize, Maroth Karoly-prize,
Kuzsinszky-medal, and Abel Jené-medal, passed
away on 29th of January in 2003, aged 71.

The Roman Catholic funeral service, cele-
brated in Latin by the parson of the cathedral,
Géza Szabd, took place on 21st of February in
2003, in the chapel of the Holy Right of our
first king, Stephanus Rex, which proved to be
rather small for the large crowd of those willing
to pay their last respects. The ashes of Laszlo
Kakosy have been interred in the crypt of the
same cathedral. Laszlo Kakosy, whose quiet,
self-controlled appearance masked his ultimately
impulsive personality, conducted a puritan, al-
most ascetic life. He was a man who could easily
do without the everyday delights. He used to
start his day at 5 early morning, and 10 in
the evening usually found him in bed. Nothing
on earth could change his daily routine. Once,
deeply engaged in working on a manuscript, he
set his stint at five pages of typescript a day.
EGYPTOLOGY, his beloved discipline meant
the world to him.

It was well known that sweets were his
weakness. In fact, when I visited him in the
hospital — and he had been suffering from loss
of appetite for weeks — a bar of chocolate, some
Somldi gnocchi or chestnut puree served well
enough to get him excited again.
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Regarding the family residence in Csaba
street, I should also mention the small but re-
markable observatory on the roof, which made
it possible for the professor to investigate the
starry sky. He was a real fan of the stars: when
he prepared to leave for Qurna, he never forgot
to put a small telescope into his baggage to be
able to study the Egyptian sky.

It was only a few people who knew about
his other favourite pastime: Saturday and Sun-
day mornings he used to attend the chess-par-
ties under the shady trees of Varosmajor, either
as a kibitzer, or as a player. He was an excellent
chess-player.

His fragile physique, originally dark-brown,
thick hair which gradually turned into grey as
years went by, his characteristic posture due to
carrying his leather briefcase, always stuffed
with a lot of heavy books, or the typical tone
and intonation of his voice — bits of him, we
could not forget.

Laszlo Kakosy was born on 15 August
1932, so a Leo by his birth. He obtained his
matura in 1951 in the Rékoczi Secondary Gram-
mar School in Buda, and graduated as an ar-
chaeologist from the E6tvos Lorand University,
Faculty of Humanities in 1956. Still being a
university student, he became captured by Egyp-
tology, and as soon as he finished his studies,
became accepted as a candidate by the Hungar-
ian Academy of Sciences. By the order of the
Academy, Laszl6 Kakosy spent the following
three years in the Egyptological Department of
the Hungarian Museum of Fine Arts, which
was dominated at that time by Vilmos Wessetz-
ky, keeper of the Egyptian collection, and Ala-
dar Dobrovits, who took part in the educational
work of the Department of Ancient Near East-
ern History, too. In 1960, after years of hard
and resolute work, Laszl6 Kéakosy handed in
his candidate’s dissertation (4Ancient Egyptian
Mpyths of the Golden Age and their Social Im-
pacts) and simultaneously took up teaching as
an assistant lecturer in the university’s Egyp-
tological Department, headed by Aladar Dob-
rovits. In 1961 did he receive his candidate’s
degree, the same year when I, as a newcomer
student, first entered the university’s building
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in the Pesti Barnabas street. I consider this as
the starting point of our personal relationship:
in the beginning as his student, later on, after
the death of professor Dobrovits in 1970, as his
young colleague on the department. Within the
last forty years, his continuous support meant a
lot to me.

Since 1972 has he been head of the depart-
ment, first as associate professor, then from
1976 as university professor.

In 1974 did he take his so-called academi-
cal doctorate (Religious Policy and Ideology
during the New Kingdom and Late Period in
Egypt). Since the end of 1950s, one of the
central topics of his research has been the effect
of social changes and transformations on an-
cient Egyptian religion, and within the last
fifteen years he has devoted his efforts to deal-
ing with problems concerning Egyptian religion
in the Ptolemaic and Roman epoch as well as
certain historical-philosophical issues in relation
with them. The political and religious history of
the New Kingdom also belonged to professor
Kékosy’s main field of research. His bibliogra-
phy includes general and synthesising works on
the history and culture of ancient Egypt, magic
practice in Egypt, he touched on the topic of
astral conceptions in the Egyptian and Classical
cultures and covered gnosticism, too.

Laszlo Kakosy’s essays and articles, which
he always meticulously registered, numbers ap-
proximately five hundred items, the majority of
them is naturally written in one of the foreign
languages. The series of popular books intended
for Hungarian readers began with Magic in An-
cient Egypt (1969) and A Thousand Years in
the Nile Valley (1970), the latter written to-
gether with Edith Varga.

His thick monograph, entitled The Sons of
Ra (1979) has been twice re-published since
then, and is still the basic work for everyone in
Hungary with a wish to become acquainted
with the various sides of ancient Egyptian his-
tory and culture.

There is no time here to list all of his well-
received works written for the wide interna-
tional public, so it seems advisable to mention
by title only those which I consider the most im-
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portant ones. These are the numerous entry arti-
cles composed for the volumes of Lexikon der
Agyptologie, the essay of 155 pages under the
title Probleme der Religion im romerzeitlichen
Agypten in the series of Aufstieg und Nieder-
gang der rémischen Welt (1955), and the book
Egyptian Healing Statues in Three Museums in
Italy, published in 1999 as the catalogue of the
Turin museum.

Obituaries, in my opinion, cannot aim at
evaluating the life-work of deceased colleagues
just a couple of weeks after their interment. But
I believe, on the other hand, that the academic
and teaching activities of Laszlo Kakosy, to
which his sudden and unexpected death put an
end, do seem to be a whole and complete one.

In 1998 he was elected to be a correspond-
ing member of the Hungarian Academy of Sci-
ences. His inaugural, Thebes in the Ptolemaic
and Roman Period outlined the final era of the
former Egyptian capital’s ancient history. In the
last twenty years of his life, professor Kékosy,
spent three months on the west bank of Thebes
annually, directing the excavation of the tomb-
complex of Djehutimes (TT 32) and the docu-
mentation of the finds. It is very regrettable for
all of us, who have participated in this gigantic
project, that Laszlo6 Kakosy could not live to
see the first two volumes of the forthcoming
publication, due in the second part of this year.

It was professor Kakosy again, who created
the basic conditions for training such young
Egyptologists who, owning another diploma in
archaeology, are capable of joining foreign mis-
sions working in Egypt, besides their partici-
pation in the Hungarian excavations. From the
year of 1983 on, when professor Kékosy and
some of us removed the very first cubic metre
of debris from the area of Djehutimes (who was
an important figure in managing the estate of
the Amun-temple at Thebes under Ramesses 1I)
and his wife’s tomb on the Khokha-hill, the site
becomes full of Hungarians twice a year; as
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conventionally spring and autumn is the time
for our annual archaeological activity. Besides
the exploration of TT 32 and its surrounding
area, three other Theban rock-tombs has been
subjected to ongoing excavations on part of me
and my colleagues (TT 65, 184, — 61 —), more-
over, one of them carries out epigraphical and
archaeological research at a site in the Eastern
Desert, currently known as Bir Minayh.

Laszlé Kékosy deeply committed himself to
creating the conditions of proper education. His
efforts proved to be especially effective. He was
extremely persistent in organising the graduate
and postgraduate educational system for Egyp-
tology. He was one of the first to accredit his
PhD course, which has been integrated into the
faculty’s Historical Doctoral Training since then,
as an independent course. Five of our former
PhD candidates obtained a doctorate within the
last ten years, and other six completed their
doctoral studies.

It is to my greatest regret that we were not
given a chance to celebrate Laszlo Kakosy with
all due solemnity, who retired from active
teaching at the end of December 2002. Some
days before he left us, I was sitting at his bed in
the hospital and he started talking about the
lectures and seminars he had planned to give in
the following semester. At that moment I did
not even have the slightest idea that my be-
loved teacher would pass away.

The death of Laszl6 Kékosy is a great loss
for both the community of Hungarian scholars
and the international society of Egyptologists.
However, I truly believe that his life-work and
teaching activity forms a solid base which is
suitable for erecting the tower of Egyptology
upon with earthquake-proof walls. Being the
next generation of Egyptologists, it is our duty
to resume this construction, till we can pin up
the green bough on the pediment in the top-
ping-out ceremony.

Erné Gaal





