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GUEST EDITORS’ NOTE

This is a thematic volume which has developed from presentations given at
the Debrecen Workshop on Argument Structure (WAS), which was held
at the Department of English Linguistics at the University of Debrecen
in May 2012. Having seen the success of WAS, we decided to explore
ways to provide the presenters with an opportunity to publish their talks
developed into papers in a peer-reviewed journal. In the spring of 2013,
Acta Linguistica Hungarica accepted our proposal for two special volumes.
The first volume, which contained papers on datives, and which was edited
by our colleague, György Rákosi, was published in March 2014.

The papers in this second volume all revolve around argument struc-
ture and event structure phenomena in a variety of languages: Dutch,
English, Hungarian, Pazar Laz and Udmurt. The authors provide fresh
perspectives on and offer novel data for several issues that are in the fore-
front of current linguistic investigation, and thus they can be of interest
to linguists with various theoretical persuasions.

In their paper How many theta roles in a reflexive verb?, Alexis Dimi-
triadis and Martin Everaert discuss reflexive verbs and argue for their being
syntactically intransitive but semantically two-place predicates. In Tran-
sitivity in Pazar Laz, Eser Erguvanli Taylan and Balkiz Öztürk present
arguments for the claim that all verbs in Pazar Laz have a transitive syn-
tactic structure. In Towards an analysis of the causative/non-causative
alternation in Udmurt, Orsolya Tánczos contributes to the discussion on
the causative alternation by offering new empirical evidence for a non-
derivational analysis. The paper The argument structure of Old Hungar-
ian -t gerunds is exceptional in the sense that it is not based on a WAS
presentation. It has been included because it fits into this volume themat-
ically. In this paper, Éva Dékány develops a “mixed projection” analysis
of a special gerundive construction.

We are indebted to our reviewers for their substantial contribution
to putting together this volume: Gábor Alberti (University of Pécs),
Alex Alsina (Universitat Pompeu Fabra), Berit Gehrke (Université Paris
Diderot), Gianina Iordăchioaia (University of Stuttgart), Andrew Koontz-
Garboden (The University of Manchester), Gergely Pethő (University of
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Debrecen), E. Phoevos Panagiotidis (University of Cyprus), Christopher
Piñón (Université Lille 3), György Rákosi (University of Debrecen) and
Peter Sells (University of York). We also wish to extend our thanks to
Ferenc Kiefer and Katalin É. Kiss, the editors of Acta Linguistica Hungar-
ica, for providing us with the opportunity to guest edit this special volume
and to Zoltán G. Kiss for technical editing. We truly hope that these papers
will be informative, inspiring and thought-provoking in a variety of areas.

Tibor Laczkó
Éva Kardos
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