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Glass art in the middle ages in Hungary

Orsolya Mészdros

The purpose of the article is a short and general summary of glass art in medieval Hungary, specifically, the
production process (glass workshops) and the artefacts (glass fragments). Hungarian archaeological research
has mostly focused on typological examination of glass products and artefacts. This focus is due to the fact that
there have been relatively few excavations of glass ateliers from the 11" to the 16" century. To date, workshops
from this period have been identified only in Pdszié, Diésjend (Northern Hungary) and Visegrdd (Central Hun-
gary), while a great number of glass fragments have come to light in excavations on different sites of roval pa-
laces and urban settlements.

Key words: high fragmentation, royal and urban environment, Venetian imports, Buda, Pdsztd, Didsjend,
Visegrdd

The Hungarian academic research of medieval glass is based on the largest archaeological
glass fragment collection which is located in Budapest, where pieces were found in different
sites of the medieval Buda, in the environments of the royal palace and the urban settlement.
Because of the high degree of fragmentation of the artefacts and the loss of their structure,
a significant amount of the reconstruction work could only be performed by drawing. The
scholar, K. Gyiirky published several studies and monographs on the Buda glass fragments,
furthermore she developed the methodology of the theoretical drawing for the reconstruction
of glass articles.' Later her followers published studies of the medieval glass fragments of the
Visegrdd royal palace and smaller archaeological sites (Mester 1997). As a result, more ar-
chaeological data of Hungarian medieval glass manufacturing has come to light. Recently,
scholars have also had the opportunity to lead more excavations of glass manufacture sites.

Glass artefacts in Hungary

What determines the manner of Hungarian archaeological glass research is the condition of
the artefacts. Medieval glass vessels are too fragmented and they come to light in archaco-
logical excavations. It is only the late 15t (more often the 16" century), that whole and intact
glass vessels have been reserved in collections. However, these vessels were mostly gifts and
ormaments so we have very little information on everyday glassware. Academic analysis of
the medieval fragments started in the 1980s’ by classification based on typology, using the
analytical method of drawing reconstructions and analogies. The chronology is based on ac-
Companying finds and analogies. Archacometrical examinations have been performed in
afew cases.?

The vessels produced in Hungary preserved the influences of imported glass. Their lar-
ger, thicker, and less finely fashioned details are suggestive of the Venetian and Bohemian
Pieces favoured at the time. The most characteristic pieces were drinking glasses, lamps,
dishes, jugs, cups, bottles and panes of glass (Gyiirky 1974; 1987).

Apart from some carly glass finds from the 11-13™ centuries, more intensive glass us-
98¢ can be dated to the late 13" and the 14 century. This period is characterised by small and
: s_‘mply decorated objects: drops decorated glasses, optical decorated cups, jugs, bottles and
k. Ps (Fig. 1, 2, 3). The fragments usually come from the excavations of royal courts or the
~eCiesiastical centres. From the mid 13" and the beginning of the 14" century, the glass ves-

Bugfky 1971, 1974; 1982; 1986 1987; 1991 1998.
B u? Toyal palace and urban environment partly, Visegrad royal palace, Didsjent wooden huts, Pdszté monas-
S Patly (Forizs 2008, 120-125; Gratuze et al. 2002, 565-572).
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Fig, 6. 15" century goblet. Somogy-
véar, Hungary. Hungarian National
Museum inv. 1o. 1929.51 (by Marosi
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Obr. 6. Pohar z 15. stoleti. Somo-
gyvir, Madrarsko. Mad'arské Niérodni
Muzeum, inv. € 1929.51 (podle
Marosi 1987. 648)- ment, many glass
fragment(s dated the workshop 0 the turn of the
12-13" century. The latest results of the ar-
chaeometrical examinations state that the ana-
lysed pieces of glass contained Natrium-calcium-
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2002, 434).
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modern age glass workshops can be easily identified on the
basis of surface explorations and written sources. A charac-
teristic chain of glass workshop settlements developed over
the centuries, as they exhausted the sources of raw material,
glass makers had to always move 10 new sites. Factories that
were isolated and organised for self-sufficiency failed one by
one with the establishment of modem large-scale industrial
glass production and distribution in the second half of the
19™ century. Three different sites of explored ateliers will be
presented. These are the most well known, documented and
analysed workshops

Paszto. Cistercian cloister, glass workshop .
). The Cistercian monastery (originally
Benedictine) in Northern Hungary had a glass workshop on
¢ the building complexes for commercial

(Fig. 7).

The atelier, discovered in 1985, worked

as a two-room atelier of 20 X 7 meter in size. Three stone fur-
naces were located inside. From the remains of their base-
fragments Were dug out. The ceramic

Fig. 7. Excavated medieval glass workshops in Cen-

tral Hungary.
Obr. 7. Prozkoumané stiedovéké sklarny Ve stied-

nim Mad'arsku.
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Beginnings of the intensive medieval glass usage in Hungary can be dated to the late
13" and the beginning of the 14" century. This period is characterised by drops decorated
glasses, optical decorated cups, jugs, bottles and lamps. The fragments usually come from the
excavations of royal courts or the ecclesiastical centres, From the mid 13" and the early
14"™ century a great part of the glass vessels were Italian imports. It is very probable that the
spread of glass production into the urban environment was influenced by Italian glass mer-
chants and craftsmen. By the 15" century glass usage spread in different social strata. New
level of richness of decoration, elements of Renaissance motives appeared on the vessels. The
luxurious artefacts appeared mostly in Buda capital. By the end of the century the Hungarian
glass production grew into its own as an independent industry, but the finest pieces were still
imports from Italy.

As regards the glass production in the medieval Hungary, there have been relatively few
excavations of glass ateliers from the 11" to the 16" century. To date, significant workshops
from this period have been identified in Pédszt6, Didsjend (N-Hungary) and Visegrdd (Central
Hungary). The glass workshop in Pdszt6 that belonged to the Cistercian monastery is the ear-
liest, it can be dated to the turn of the 12-13" century. A typical medieval wooden atelier was
located in Didsjend. It had two periods: one hut was used from the end of the 13" to the be-
ginning of the 15" century while two huts were erected in the mid-15" century. In urban envi-
ronment, in Visegrdd a very well designed and large workshop worked in the late 15™ century.
Its stone building was divided into two symmetrical workshops. It produced items for the or-
der of the monarch, the aristocrats of the royal curia and the citizens in the immediate area.
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Resumé
0. Mészaros: Sklarské uméni stredovéku v Mad’arsku

Archeologicky vyzkum stfedovékého skla v Madarsku se zaméfuje hlavné na typologické
zkoumdni sklenénych produktu a artefakts. Sklenéné nddoby objevené pil archeologickych
vykopédvkéch se dochovaly velmi torzovité. Pouze ty Z pozdniho 15. stoleti, a v daleko vetsi
mife ze 16. stoleti, s€ dochovaly v ndlezovych kolekcich v tplnosti. Veédecké zhodnocent
stredovekych zlomkd sadalo v 80. letech 20. stoleti typologickou Kklasifikaci zaloZenou 1
kresebnych rekonstrukcich a tvarovych analogiich. Zékladnou se stala nejvetsi archeologickd
sbirka zlomki skel, kterd je ulozena v Budapesti a pochdzi z riznych mist stiedoveké Budy
(z prostiedi krdlovského paldce 1 méstského osidlent).

Intenzivni vyuZzivén{ skla v Mad'arsku 1ze datovat do pozdniho 13. 2 14. stoleti. Toto
obdobi je charakterizovdno malymi jednoduse zdobenymi nidobami; &ise s ndlepy nebo
¢fgky, dzbény, lahve a lampy s optickym dekorem (Fig. 1, 2, 3). Zlomky obvykle poch‘éZt’aji
z vjzkumil kralovskych dvoril nebo cirkevnich center. Nadoby datované do poloviny 13. 2
potitku 14. stoleti pochézeji z Itdlie a jsou dokladem obchodnich a wulturnich vazeb vidd-
nouci dynastie neaopolskych Anjouovct. Nejcast&jsi a nejtypict&jsi nidobou byla cise
7 kvalitniho skla s nalepy nebo optickym dekorem. Je velmi pravdépodobné, e rozifteni pro”
dukce skla do méstského prostiedi bylo ovlivnéno italskymi obchodniky a femeslniky.

0Od 15. stoleti se sklo velmi roz&ifilo. Jednoduché nadoby byly pouzivdny Vv rﬁlﬂffc?
spolecenskych vrstvach. Doklddaji to nilezy z archeologickych vyzkumi rliznych mist, napr-
na hradech, ve méstech 1 vesnicich (obr. 4, 5). Typickym znakem tohoto obdobi byla skl
bohaté zdobend prvky renesancnich motivii. V Budé se objevily luxusni nddoby 2 artefakty-
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Pfedpoklddd se, Ze k
e ’ oncem 15. stolet{ s Y
a nezdvislym odvétv{ o 2. STOIEH 8¢ vyroba skla v Madarsk .
Co se tykd V)\’:II'IOF[I)' Nlliine“e rle}JEmneJéi vyrobky byly stile dojé;ez S;E}I%I'S&mosmtnym
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wiser s ) i < B alovskyc
tamé&jif oblast. B V cistercidnském kldstefe v Paszt PR
ey e g;ad(i\gsgp;qstorova o velikosti 20 x 7 m se tfemi lia?nzflf,sk.larska d}lna pro
skldrna byla identifikogrii g Pr.elom 12. a 13. stoleti (obr. 8). TYpiCIZEIin ltPe(;:erril l'lvmti
pristfesky s riznymi pecerlllf-1 BDIOSJGHO, (obr. 9). Byly zde prozkoumédn St?'e 'OVEka lesn’i
slovit domnénku, Ze jeden ; nigl?rgvlc’dne ndlezy (keramické a kovové néStz)je)l Ci]c?\? HIOC_lllt:he
p 5 [ M o £ o (6] qu Vy—
ostatni-dvE byl _YVPOUZIVan od konce 13. do za . .
: dentifikovénilr }éﬁgj?l‘gen% Vdpolovme I5. stoleti. V méstském pros:;ﬁ;lil \1/53.\?‘0]&1, IR
z 15. stoleti: samotnd stg\;b e lnav ze 14. a druhd z pozdntho 15. stoleti Vi o o
a sloZenad ze 4 mistnosti byla rozdélena do d\.fouysyrizn.e]]fl’ i}’la ta
rickych &dsti

(obr. 10). Je velmi g
5 pravdépodobné, 7 < qr
Slechtu a obyvatele blfzkého okoli, , Ze ob¢ dilny produkovaly vyrobky pro krile, dvorni
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