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CHRONICA

 

RÓZSA KALICZ-SCHREIBER (1929

 

–

 

2001)

 

Dr. Rózsa Kalicz-Schreiber was born in Budapest on 12. March, 1929. She finished her university studies as archaeologist

 

and museologist in the Eötvös Loránd University of Sciences in 1955. She started as assistant in the Budapest History Museum b

 

e-

 

tween 1954 and 1955, then worked as referent of museum affairs in the Department of Public Education of the Municipal Council of

 

Budapest between 1955 and 1957. From 1957 until retirement in 1988 she worked in the Budapest History Museum first as archa

 

e

 

o-

 

logist and museologist, then as senior researcher studying the Prehistory of Budapest and its environs.

 

She conducted numerous rescue and plan excavations in the capital. In the 60’s and 70’s she was nearly the only archa

 

e

 

o-

 

logist who conducted prehistoric excavations on behalf of the Budapest History Museum. During her investigations between 1954 and

 

1960 (Budapest XVII, Rákoshegy, XV, Rákospalota, XIII, Tüzér street, XI Fehérvári road), she enriched the archaeological colle

 

c-

 

tion with various remains from the Prehistory and also with finds from the Migration Period. Her research activity, however, was

 

largely determined by the find material of the early Bronze Age settlement at Budafok unearthed during her first rescue excavation

 

(1954), from which time the study of the Bronze Age marked the main stages of her career. She conducted rescue and plan excavation

 

in the northern and southern districts of Budapest, and also significant excavations outside the capital, in the course of which she

 

uncovered, among others, the first settlement of the oldest phase of the Transdanubian Linear Pottery Culture in Budapest, nume

 

r-

 

ous settlements and burials of the early Bronze Age Makó culture and Bell Beaker

 

–

 

Csepel group, and the cemetery of the Urnfield

 

culture counting the largest number of burials. The finds collected from the numerous settlements and cemeteries compose, even to

 

date, the core of the prehistoric collection of the Budapest History Museum. Outside the administrative borders of Budapest, she

 

conducted excavations at Szigetszentmiklós-Felsôtag in 1962

 

–

 

63, then at Diósd-Mészkôbánya in 1968, which yielded the fragment of

 

an early and middle Bronze Age cemetery and traces of an early Bronze Age settlement. Her main research field encompassed the

 

problems of the Early Bronze Age in the capital. She thoroughly studied the typological and chronological problems of the Hunga

 

r-

 

ian, eastern group of the Bell Beaker culture and the early Bronze Age development in the territory of Budapest. The name of the

 

group, which was introduced in the archaeological literature as Bell Beaker

 

–

 

Csepel group was her invention (1973). He laid stress on

 

the study of the effects and mediating role of the local base (Makó and Somogyvár-Vinkovci cultures) of this group distributed in the

 

area of Budapest, and of the reflections of the Northern Balkan cultural contacts. On the occasion of the analysis of the grave finds,

 

she demonstrated typological features which helped the differentiation of the older and the younger phases of the culture, which has

 

since then been corroborated by the results of recent settlement excavations.

 

Rózsa Schreiber conducted numerous other rescue excavations as well that resulted important pieces of information co

 

n-

 

cerning various stages of the Bronze Age and in led to Budapest and its environs becoming one of the leading centres of Bronze Age

 

studies in Hungary.

 

Religion historical problems of the Early Bronze Age were also included in her scientific scope. During the analysis of the

 

inhumation grave unearthed in the Csepel Island she dealt with the double feature detectable in the burial rite of the Nagyrév culture,

 

discussed the depiction of a mythical scene on a late Nagyrév vessel from the Pannonhalmi road interpreted as the creation of the

 

world and, in relevance to the latter, several symbolic depictions and their interpretations. On the occasion of the strange finds u

 

n-

 

earthed at the Soroksár-Botanical Garden site she published papers analysing analogues of sacrificial pits.

 

She unearthed and published the settlement and grave finds of the Tumulus culture from Óbuda-Tsz and Rákoskeresztúr

 

and rescued a grave find from the late Bronze Age Koszider horizon in the Jászberényi road in the 1970’s. The zenith of her career

 

was the excavation of the 478 graves of the early and late Bronze Age cemetery at Békásmegyer. The 150 graves of the Bell Beaker

 

–

 

Csepel group unearthed in this site is the largest number among the burial sites of the same age in Budapest and even in Central

 

Europe. The same site yielded 324 cremation burials of the late Bronze Age Urnfield culture (Váli group), which contained finds

 

unparalleled in Central Europe. The eminent finds of the late Bronze Age cemetery were described in a detailed preliminary su

 

m-

 

mary, where she emphasised their remarkable religion historical significance (1991, 1996 and 1997).

 

She thoroughly studied the settlement and burial features of the Bronze Age and the economic and social historical aspects

 

of the period especially in her papers published in foreign languages. Her greatest scientific merit was that in result of the excavations

 

of early Bronze Age settlements and cemeteries in the Csepel Island and in Békásmegyer, the cultural and ethnic role South-Eastern

 

and Central Europe played in the Bronze Age development of the territory of Budapest could be determined. She intended to publish

 

the results of decades of analytical work in monographs titled 

 

“

 

The early Bronze Age of Budapest

 

”

 

 and the 

 

“

 

Late Bronze Age cem

 

e-

 

tery at Békásmegyer

 

”

 

, yet hear death in 2001 hampered the completion of the nearly finished manuscript.

 

She reported about her results at numerous conferences in Hungary and abroad. She made the early Bronze Age, finds e

 

s-
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pecially those associated with the Bell Beaker

 

–

 

Csepel group and the ones from the late Bronze Age cemetery of Békásmegyer, well

 

known all over Europe.

 

She first attended an international conference with oral contribution at Szeged in 1966, then the International Congress of

 

Prehistory in Belgrade, which was followed by 25 more conferences. The most important ones were: Kraków: Early Bronze Age

 

Conference (1973), Freiburg-Oberried: Symposium on the Bell Beaker culture, Novi Sad: Early Bronze Age Conference (1974),

 

Budapest-Velem: International Early Bronze Age Conference, where she was among the organisers (1977), Verona

 

–

 

Lazise (Italy):

 

(1972, 1980, 1992) and Novi Sad

 

–

 

Vrdnik: (1982) Conferences on the Copper Age and Bronze Age 

 

–

 

 her papers were published.

 

Furthermore: Poysdorf (Austria) she gave a communication on the Aszód settlement in 1983, then on the neolithic settlement in

 

Aranyhegyi road in 1995 in conferences on the Neolithic. The last time it was only her paper that took part in the international

 

Bronze Age conference in Herzogenburg (Austria, 1996), her illness already hindered her in travelling to meetings organised abroad.

 

She gave lectures on the Bronze Age sites of Budapest, the Békásmegyer cemetery and the chronological problems of the

 

Early Bronze Age in the universities and archaeological institutes of Halle, Erlangen (1974), Amsterdam (1977) and West Berlin

 

(1987).

 

She took part in the organisation of several exhibitions in the Budapest History Museum, from which the first was the e

 

x-

 

hibition 

 

“

 

Prehistory of Budapest

 

”

 

 opened in 1959. She organ

 

ised a study excursion in the Archeological Department of the museum

 

on the occasion of the international conference held in Budapest

 

–

 

Velem (1977). She took part in the organisation of the permanent

 

exhibition of the museum in 1968 and finally in 1997.

 

She laid special emphasis on that the people living near her excavations and archaeological investigation could learn about

 

the prehistory of their district. In this spirit she gave popular scientific lectures linked with exhibition in the Town-hall of Csepel

 

(1961), in the Pesterzsébet Museum (1962) and the Local History Museum of Szigetszentmiklós (1968). She directed the Knowledge

 

of the Homeland Circle in the Workers’ Home in Csepel between 1961 and 1963.

 

Her activities were recognised by being granted the Minister’s diploma of merit, then the award for Socialist Culture in

 

1987.

 

Rózsa Schreiber, beside her activity as a museologist, did not tire to take part in the practical and scientific training of the

 

young generation of archaeologists, and help their scientific development with passing them her experiences. The archaeological

 

excavation she conducted often within very difficult conditions were unforgettable because of her colourful personality, humour and

 

cheerfulness. During the more than three decades of her work in the Budapest History Museum, she took great care to organise,

 

catalogue and preserve the archaeological find materials, which could arrive to their deserved place in the Aquincum Museum only

 

after her death.

 

Her death is a great loss to Hungarian and European archaeology.

 

PUBLICATIONS (IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER)

 

Korabronzkori lakógödör Budafokon 

 

(Ž

 

ilaia jama rannevo bronzovovo veka v Budafoke). BpRég 20 (1963) 223

 

–

 

240.

 

Neuere Forschungsergebnisse über die frühe Bronzezeit in der Umgebung von Budapest

 

. MFMÉ 1966

 

–

 

67/2, 263

 

–

 

270.

 

A rákospalotai edénylelet

 

 (The Rákospalota pottery find). ArchÉrt 94/1 (1967) 48

 

–

 

52.

 

Ötezer éves istenképek

 

 

 

Budapest határában

 

. Budapest 7/9 (1969) 35

 

–

 

37. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

A bronzkori népek országútján

 

. Budapest 7/10 (1969) 34

 

–

 

37.

 

A késôbronzkori halonsíros kultúra emlékei Budapesten

 

 (Der Nachlaß der spätbronzezeitlichen Hügelgräberkultur in Bud

 

a-

 

pest). ArchÉrt 98 (1971) 45

 

–

 

52.

 

Késôbronzkori sírleletek Rakoskeresztúrról

 

 (Spätbronzezeitliche Grabfunde von Rákoskeresztúr). BpRég 22 (1971) 293

 

–

 

299.

 

A korabronzkor problémái Budapesten

 

 (Die Probleme der Frühbronzezeit in Budapest). ArchÉrt 99 (1972) 151

 

–

 

166.

 

A harangedények népe Budapesten

 

 

 

–

 

 

 

Die Glockenbecher-kultur in Budapest

 

. Emlékek Budapest múltjából. Budapest 1973.

 

Die Probleme der Glockenbecherkultur in Ungarn

 

. Actes du VIII

 

e

 

 Congrès International des Sciences Préhistoriques et Pr

 

o-

 

tohistorique, Tom III. Beograd 1973, 141

 

–

 

148.

 

Die Möglichkeit der Parallelisierung in der äneolithischen und frühbronzezeitlichen Chronologie zwischen Norditalien und U

 

n-

 

garn

 

. PreAlp 10 (1974) 179

 

–

 

190. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

Régészeti kiállítás a Budapesti Történeti Múzeumban 

 

–

 

 Archäologische Ausgrabungen in Budapest

 

. Excursion guide. Budapest

 

1974. Together with Krisztina Szirmai.

 

Beszámoló a Krakkóban tartott korabronzkori konferenciáról

 

. ArchÉrt 101 (1974) 147

 

–

 

148.

 

A tököli korabronzkori temetôk

 

 (Frühbronzezeitliche Gräberfelder von Tököl). ArchÉrt 102 (1975) 187

 

–

 

203.

 

Einige Probleme der Frühbronzezeit in Budapest und Transdanubien

 

. ActaArchHung 27 (1975) 287

 

–

 

296.

 

Die Bedeutung von Budapest in der Chronologie der mitteleuropäischen Frühbronzezeit

 

. ActaArchCarp 15 (1975) 163

 

–

 

172.

 

Beszámoló a freiburgi Glockenbecher szimpóziumról.

 

 ArchÉrt 102 (1975) 138.

 

Die Probleme der Glockenbecherkultur in Ungarn

 

. Glockenbecher Symposion. Oberrried-Freiburg 1974. Bossum

 

–

 

Haarlem

 

1976, 183

 

–

 

215.

 

Transdanubien und die slawonische Vinkovci-Gruppe

 

. Istraž

 

ivanja 5. Novi Sad 1976, 73

 

–

 

75.

 

Nagy László 1904

 

–

 

1978

 

. ArchÉrt 106 (1979) 267.

 

Die Frühbronzezeit im Karpatenbecken und in den Nachbargebieten

 

. Internationales Symposium 1977 Budapest

 

–

 

Velem. Eds.

 

Rózsa Kalicz-Schreiber

 

–

 

Nándor Kalicz. MittArchInst Beiheft 2. Budapest 1981.
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Möglichkeiten der feineren Gliederung der Nagyrév-Kultur in Budapest

 

. MittArchInst Beiheft 2. Budapest 1981, 81

 

–

 

86.

 

Opfergruben aus der Frühbronzezeit in der Umgebung von Budapest

 

. SlA 29 (1981) 75

 

–

 

86.

 

A nagyrévi kultúra telepe Diósdon

 

 (Die Siedlung der Nagyrév-Kultur in Diósd). ArchÉrt 108 (1981) 139

 

–

 

156.

 

S. Gerloff: The Early Bronze Age Daggers in Great Britain and the Reconsideration of the Wessex Culture. 

 

Review

 

.

 

A

 

c

 

taArchHung 33 (1981) 410

 

–

 

412.

 

Die terminologischen und chronologischen Probleme der Frühbronzezeit in Mittelungarn

 

. Atti X Cimp. Int. Neol. I Età Bronzo

 

in Europa. Verona 1982, 139

 

–

 

152.

 

Aszód. Siedlungswesen und Wirtschaft einer Siedlung aus der Frühphase der Lengyel-Kultur in Nordungarn

 

. MUAG 33

 

–

 

34

 

(1983

 

–

 

84) 309

 

–

 

325. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

Szimbolikus ábrázolások korabronzkori edényeken

 

 (Symbolische Darstellungen an frühbronzezeitlichen Gefäßen). ArchÉrt

 

111 (1984) 3

 

–

 

28.

 

Komplex der Nagyrév-Kultur

 

. In: N. Tasić

 

 (ed): Kulturen der Frühbronzezeit des Karpatenbeckens und Nordbalkans.

 

Beograd 1984, 133

 

–

 

190.

 

Korabronzkori település maradványai a soroksári botanikuskertben

 

 (Überreste einer Siedlung aus der frühen Bronzezeit im

 

botanischen Garten von Soroksár). BpRég 26 (1984) 131

 

–

 

143.

 

A korabronzkor idôrendi kérdései Budapest környékén és a Tiszavidéken

 

 (Chronologische Fragen der frühen Bronzezeit in der

 

Umgebung von Budapest und in der Theißgegend). BpRég 26 (1984) 37

 

–

 

57.

 

Korai bronzkori csontvázas sír a Csepel-szigeten

 

 (Frühbronzezeitliches Skelettgrab auf der Csepel-Insel). ArchÉrt 113 (1986)

 

69

 

–

 

75.

 

The Bell Beakers in Hungary

 

. Rassegna di Archeologia 6/1988, 511.

 

Die älteste Bronzezeit in Nordwestungarn und ihre Beziehungen

 

. Praehistorica 15

 

–

 

16. Internationales Symposium, Universita

 

Karlova. Praha 1989, 249

 

–

 

259.

 

Symbolic representations on Early Bronze Age vessels

 

. JIES 18/1 (1990) 59

 

–

 

107.

 

Das spätbronzezeitliche Gräberfeld von Budapest (Ungarn)

 

. PZ 66 (1991) 161

 

–

 

196.

 

A Somogyvár-Vinkovci kultúra dél-észak irányú közvetítô szerepe a korabronzkorban

 

 (Die Vermittlungsrolle in Süd-Nord

 

Richtung der Somogyvár-Vinkovci-Kultur in der frühen Bronzezeit). BpRég 28 (1991) 9

 

–

 

43.

 

Die erste frühneolithische Fundstelle in Budapest

 

. 

 

“

 

Hommage à Nikola Tasić

 

”

 

 Balcanica 23 (1992) 47

 

–

 

76. Together with Nán-

 

dor Kalicz.

 

Siedlung und ein Brandgrab der frühbronzezeitlichen Makó-Kultur in Budapest

 

. ZalaiMúz 5 (1994) 39

 

–

 

59.

 

Siedlungsformen der frühbronzezeitlichen Nagyrév-Kultur im westlichen Mittelungarn

 

. Settlement patterns. Mem. Museo

 

Civ.St.Nat. Verona sez. Scienze Uomo 4. Verona 1995, 133

 

–

 

140.

 

Bronzkori urnatemetô Szigetszentmiklós határában

 

 (Bronze Age Urnfield cemetery in the boundary of Szigetszentmiklós).

 

Ráckeve 1995.

 

Grabkomplexe mit Messern und Rasiermessern aus dem spätbronzezeitlichen Gräberfeld von Budapest-Békásmegyer

 

. In: T.

 

Kovács (hrsg.): Studien zur Metallindustrie im Karpatenbecken und den Benachnarten Regionen. Festschrift für Amália Mozsolics.

 

Budapest 1996, 323

 

–

 

337. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

Die Stiefelgefäße des spätbronzezeitlichen Gräberfeldes von Budapest-Békásmegyer

 

. Festschrift für Bernhard Hänsel. Berlin

 

–

 

Espelkamp 1997, 353

 

–

 

371. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

Kora bronzkori temetkezések a Csepel-sziget keleti partján

 

 (Frühbronzezeitliche Bestattungen am östlichen Ufer der Csepel-

 

Insel bei Budapest). BpRég 31 (1997) 177

 

–

 

197.

 

Die Somogyvár-Vinkovci-Kultur und die Glockenbecher in Ungarn

 

. Tradition and Innovation. Festschrift für Christian

 

Strahm. Internationale Archäologie 3. Freiburg 1997, 325

 

–

 

349. Together with Nándor Kalicz.

 

A Somogyvár-Vinkovci-kultúra és a Harangedény-Csepel csoport Budapest kora bronzkorában

 

 (Die Somogyvár-Vinkovci-

 

Kultur und die Glockenbecher in der Frühbronzezeit von Budapest). Savaria 24 (1998

 

–

 

1999) 83

 

–

 

11

 

4.

 

Szakrális leletek a békásmegyeri késô bronzkori temetôbôl

 

 (Sacral finds from the Late Bronze Age cemetery at Békásmegyer).

 

Magyar Múzeumok 4/3 (1998) 8

 

–

 

10.

 

Bell Beakers as social indicators of the Early Bronze Age of Budapest

 

. In: F. Nicolis (ed.): Bell Beakers Today. International

 

Colloquium. Abstracts. Riva di Garda 1998, 62

 

–

 

64.

 

Bell Beakers today in Hungary

 

. In: F. Nicolis (ed.): Bell Beakers Today. International Colloquium. Riva di Garda 1998, 163

 

–

 

165. Together with Anna Endrôdi and Ferenc Gyulai.

 

† 

 

Veränderungen der Besiedlungsdichte in der Umgebung von Budapest während des 3. Jahrtausends v. Chr

 

. In: A. Lippert

 

–

 

M.

 

S. Schultz

 

–

 

Shenan

 

–

 

M. Teschler-Nicola (hrsg.): Mensch und Umwelt während des Neolithikums und der Frühbronzezeit in Mi

 

t-

 

teleuropa. Internationale Archäologie: Arbeitsgemeinschaft, Symposium, Tagung, Kongress 2. Rahden/Westf. 2001, 165

 

–

 

170.

 

A. Endrôdi


