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Blepyrus insularis (Cameron) (Encyrtidae) was reared from Phenacoccus parvus Morrison, an inva-
sive mealybug recently found infesting Psidium sp. in Egypt. Encarsia cibcensis Lopez-Avila (Aphelinidae)
was reared from Aleuroclava psidii (Singh) (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae), an invasive whitefly found on Ficus
sp. in Egypt. Mesopeltita truncatipennis (Waterston) (Pteromalidae) was reared from the lecanodiaspid scale,
Lecanodiaspis africana (Newstead) (Hemiptera: Lecanodiaspididae) on Ficus sp. All of these represent new
host records for the parasitoids.

Keywords: Parasitoids, mealybugs, lecanodiaspid scales, whiteflies, new recods, Egypt.

Blepyrus insularis (Cameron) (Encyrtidae)

There are 21 described species of Blepyrus, however only B. insularis is known to
occur in the Old World (Noyes, 2017). It is an efficient parasitoid of the mealybugs (He-
miptera, Pseudococcidae) and was recorded for first time in Egypt by Noyes (2000) Later,
Abd-Rabou (2006) and Evans and Abd-Rabou (2013) recorded this species associated
with Ferrisia virgata on Acalypha sp. in Egypt. Its known distribution includes: Nearctic:
United States of America; Neotropical: Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Guyana, Mexico,
Trinidad and Tobago; Western Palaearctic: Egypt; Afrotropical: Democratic Republic of
Congo, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Bissau, Madagascar, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, Togo,
Zimbabwe; Eastern Palaearctic: China; Oriental: Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand;
Austro-Oriental: Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines; Australian: Australia; Pacific
Islands: Federated States of Micronesia. Blepyrus insularis has been recorded from the
following hosts: Coccidae — Megapulvinaria maxima, Parasaissetia nigra, Saissetia sp.;
Pseudococcidae — Ferrisia virgata, Ferrisia sp., Maconellicoccus hirsutus, Phenacoccus
herreni, P. madeirensis, P. manihoti, Planococcus citri, P. lilacinus, P. minor, Rastrococ-
cus mangiferae and Putoidae — Puto yuccae (Evans and Abd-Rabou, 2013). Leaves of
Ficus sp. infested with Phenacoccus parvus Morrison (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) were
collected during a field survey of mealybug parasitoids in 2017 in Giza Governorate,
Egypt and placed separately in paper bags for further examination in the laboratory. The
samples were maintained in a well-ventilated container and held for parasitoid emergence.
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The parasitoid individuals that emerged were processed and mounted in Hoyer’s medium
for examination and identification. The mealybug species was identified and the record
was published by Abd-Rabou et al. (2010). All of the parasitoids reared from P. parvus
were B. insularis (10 females).

Encarsia cibcensis Lopez-Avila (Aphelinidae)

Lopez-Avila (1987) described Encarsia cibcensis Lopez-Avila (Hymenoptera:
Aphelinidae) from specimens reared from Bemisia tabaci (Genn.) (Hemiptera: Aleyro-
didae) on beans (Phaseolus sp.) in Pakistan. Subsequently, it was reported by Polaszek
et al. (1992); Huang and Polaszek (1998); Abd-Rabou and Ghahari (2004); Abd-Rabou
et al. (2005); Abd-Rabou and Ghahari (2007); Schmidt and Polaszek (2007) and Shih et
al. (2008). It is known to parasitize the following 10 species of whiteflies: Aleuroclava
ficicola (Takahashi), Aleuroclava neolitseae (Takahashi), Aleuroclava psidii (Singh),
Aleuroclava meliosmae (Takahashi), Cohicaleyrodes caerulescens (Singh), Bemisia sil-
vatica (Danzig), Bemisia tabaci (Gennadius), Dialeurodes agalmae Takahashi, Pealius
mori (Takahashi) and Singhius hibisci (Kotinsky). It has been reported from the following
eight countries (Western Palaearctic: Iran; Oriental: India, Pakistan, Taiwan; Australian:
Australia; Pacific Islands: Cook Islands, Kiribati, Nauru) (Evans, 2007). Sandhu (1994)
reported on the introduction of E. cibcensis into Kiribati from specimens obtained from
the Punjab, India, and released in Kiribati in 1990 and subsequently recovered in 1992.
Leaves of Psidium sp. infested with Aleuroclava psidii (Singh) (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae)
were collected during a field survey of whitefly parasitoids in 2014 in Qalyubiya Gov-
ernorate, Egypt. The infested leaves were collected and placed separately in paper bags
for further examination in the laboratory. The samples were maintained in a well-venti-
lated container and held for parasitoid emergence. The parasitoid individuals that emerged
were processed and mounted in Hoyer’s medium for examination and identification. All
of the parasitoids reared from A. psidii were E. cibcensis (13 females). This whitefly had
been previously discovered infesting Psidium sp. in Qalyubiya, Egypt by Abd-Rabou and
Evans (2014).

Mesopeltita truncatipennis (Waterston) (Pteromalidae)

This species is mainly an egg predator but may also act as a scale parasitoid. It is
cosmopolitan (Tena et al., 2008) and is sometimes confused with Scutellista caerulea
(Fonscolombe), another pteromalid species asssociated with scale insects, which is one
of the most frequent species associated with black scale, Saissetia oleae (Olivier), in the
world and has a similar feeding behavior (Prado et al., 2003).

Leaves of Ficus sp. infested with Lecanodiaspis africana (Newstead) (Hemiptera:
Lecanodiaspididae) were collected during a field survey of scale insect parasitoids in 2017
in Qena Governorate, Egypt. The infested leaves were collected and placed separately in
paper bags for further examination in the laboratory. The samples were maintained in
a well-ventilated container and held for parasitoid emergence. The parasitoid individu-
als that emerged were processed and mounted in Hoyer’s medium for examination and
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identification. All of the parasitoids reared from L. africana were M. truncatipennis (12
females and 5 males).
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