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TIBOR MARTI

COUNT LASZLO ESTERHAZY: THE MILITARY CAREER OF
A YOUNG WEST TRANSDANUBIAN ARISTOCRAT

Palatine Miklés Esterhdzy (1625-1645) was one of the most eminent
statesmen of the Hungarian Kingdom who determined the network of political
relations between the political elite of the kingdom and the House of Habsburg
in the first half of the seventeenth century. He had an important role in
concluding several peace agreements with the Ottoman Empire, and thus an
impact on the development of Habsburg-Ottoman relations at that time.! His
second wife, Krisztina Nyéry (1604-1641) was the widow of Imre Thurzé, the
wealthiest Protestant aristocrat of the age and potential heir to the palatine’s
title. The eldest son from this marriage was Laszlo ( 1626-1652), whom
paternal legacy predestined for a pre-eminent political role had he not died a

1

My investigations in Vienna were made possible by support from the Pro Renovanda
Cultura Hungariae Foundation’s special section “Students for Science”, by the Austrian-
Hungarian Foundation, the Stipendienstiftung der Republik Osterreich and the “Lendiilet”
Holy Crown Research Group at the Research Centre for the Humanities, Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, for which I herewith express my gratitude.

Géza Palfty, ‘Pozsonyb6l a Magyar Kiralysag élére. Karrierlehet6ségek a magyar arisztok-
racidban a 16-17. szizad forduléjan (Az Esterhdzy, a Palffy és az [lléshdzy csalad
felemelkedése) [From Pozsony to the leadership of the Hungarian Kingdom. Career
possibilities in the Hungarian aristocracy at the turn of the 16th—17th centuries (The rise of
the Esterhdzy, PAlffy and Illéshdzy families)]’, Szdzadok 143 (2009) 853-882. Idem, “Auf-
stieg der Familie Esterhdzy in die ungarische Aristokratie’, in Rudolf Kropf — Wolfgang
Gtirtler (eds.), Die Familie Esterhdzy im 17. und 18. Jahrhundert. (Wissenschaftliche Ar-
beiten aus dem Burgenland, 128.) Eisenstadt, 2009, 13-46. Istvan Hiller, Palatin Nikolaus
Esterhazy. Die ungarische Rolle 1625-1645. Wien—Koln—Weimar, 1991, Istvén Bitskey,
‘Esterhdzy Miklos, a hitvitdzé nador [Miklés Esterhdzy, the palatine and religious pole-
mist]’, in Gbor Kecskeméti (ed.), Tarnai Andor emlékkdnyv [Studies in honour of Andor
Tarnai]. Budapest, 1996, 31-42. Andras Szildgyi, ‘Egy rendhagyd sikertorténet a XVIL
szédzadban — Esterhdzy Miklos életpily4ja [An unusual success story in the 17th century —
the career of Miklds Esterhazy]’, in Aron Téth et al. (eds.), “Es az oszlopok tetején liliomok
Jormditattak vala” — Tanulmdnyok Bibé Istvan 70. sziiletésnapjdra [“Now the capitals that
were on the tops of the pillars in the vestibule were of lily-work” — Essays in honour of
Istvén Bibo]. Budapest, 2011, 79-88. Idem, ‘A kincstdr torténetének rovid dttekintése’ [A
brief review of the history of the treasury], in Andrds, Szildgyi (ed.), Miitdrgyak a fraknsi
Esterhdzy-kincstdrbol az Iparmiivészeti Mizeum gyiijiteményében [Art works from the
Esterhézy treasury in the collection of the Museum of Applied Arts]. (Thesaurus Domus
Esterhazyanae, 1.) Budapest, 2014, 9-36.

123




hero’s death — together with another three
Ferenc) — in the battle of Vezekény (today Vel
at the young age of 26.* A study
out of the social context which

NATIONAL IDENTITY IN THE AGE OF OTTOMAN RULE

Esterhazys (Tamés, Géspar, and
"ké Vozokany, Slovakia) in 1652
of the young count’s career cannot be taken
prized martial virtue high, making military
forays an inherent part of his everyday life and, without exaggeration, the most
important activity of his life. The idea of fighting against the Porte was paired
with daily clashes and by implication the thought — and acceptance — of

glorious death.® Sacrificing one’s life for the country, the idea of heroic self-

sacrifice was inherent in the self-identity of the Hungarian nobility passed
f the course taken by aristocratic

down from father to son. Several examples 0
lives in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries could be cited, but in order to
illustrate this type the present paper revisits the brief military career of Count

Lészlo, a member of the Esterhazy family.

Participant in Raids

studied (with Jesuits) in the capital of the
gyszombat (today Tmava, Slova-
f 1645, he returned to the family

Count Laszlo Esterhézy first
Habsburg Empire, Vienna, and then in Na:
kia).* When his father died in the autumn o

2 Tibor Marti, Grdf Esterhdzy Laszlé (1626-1652). F ejezetek egy arisziokrata csaldd
torténetéhez [Count Laszlé Esterhazy (1626-1652). Chapters in the history of an
aristocratic family]. PhD thesis, PPKE BTK, Budapest, 2013.

3 Laszld Szilasi, ‘Argumenta mortis (Ervek és ellenérvek a hosi halalra: becsiilet ¢s méltosag
a tégi magyar elbesz€lo Kkoltészetben és emlékiratokban) [Argumenta mottis (Arguments
for and against heroic death: honour and dignity in old Hungarian narrative poetry and
memoirs)], Irodalomidriéneti Kozlemények 101 (1997) 217-234. Istvén Bitskey, ‘A vitez-
ség eszményének valtozatai a XVI-XVIL szdzad forduldjanak magyar irodalméban [Varia-
tions of the ideal of military virtue in the Hungarian literature of the turn of the 16th—17th
centuries]’, in Tivadar Petercsak (ed.), Hagyomdny és korszeriiség a XVI-XVIL szdzadban
[Tradition and modernity in the 16th-17th centuries]. (Studia Agriensia, 17.) Eger, 1997,
203-215. Péter Szabo, ‘Nadasdy Ferenc és Palffy Miklés vitézi kultusza [The cult of va-
liance of Ferenc Nadasdy and Miklos Palffy]’, in Janos Fatuska — Eva Maria Filop -

Gylszi Laszlo (eds.), Tata a tizenditéves haboriban [Tata in the Fifteen Years’ War]. (An-
nales Tataienses, 1.) Tata, 1998, 139—147. Sandor Bene, Theatrim polificum. Nyilvanossdg,
Kkiizvélemény és irodalom a kora wjkorban [Theatrum politicum. Publicity, public opinion
and literature in the early modern age]. (Csokonai Konyvtar, 19.) Debrecen, 1999, 337.
4 In the matricula of Nagyszombat University for the academic year 1644-45 Laszlo
Esterhazy is registered as 2 student of the logics course: Adtila Zsoldos (ed.), Matricula

Universitatis Tyrnaviensis, 1635-1 701. Budapest, 1990, 48.
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;sitsaetzsste(;rtnozlgl;;l.nch §rakné [today Fo?chtenstein, Austria], Kismarton [today
impomnt), - ::i];h 1fahrnpte .[today Sintava, Slovakia], etc. were the most
members s,uch as Daniel :nc%l;:ral;riicseE:ferifier ]jnd mzre B
father’s last will. Accordingly, he fought tjzg;esZrilf(:ih St; Ctl'y % 1“_16 .
only his fine manly stature, but martial virtues and bra\j3 an'nly l'lemagels i
well-known in broad circles. Only 19 w i 'ery m mlfis S
foispdn (supremus comes) of S();;on C:L{:;lt;nfnfjté}:; (‘3152(,1 I;r&;rzriol .
was also captain-general of Papa.” When the bishop, of Pécs Pé?t; lgf -
gavz the funfaral 's’ermon at the burial of the young count,? the (;ration ((:)on'uinﬁ
up Count Laszl6’s person and external features in detail® and made s;ecieal

5 Judit Fejes, ¢ i :
Miklés’eji’ K’Stlf;_M;@age Policy of the Esterhazy Family after the Death of Palati
Hungarj’; = 1}11[ éter (ed.), Beloved Children: History of Aristocratic Childhj Zn-le
Noémi Viskolcz fgs)t) ﬂldl”oderznzige. Budapest-New York, 2001, 216-224. Most re(fentlln
. ‘Esterhdzy Anna Julia (1 : Y
149:4 (2015) 873-903. a (1630-1669) [Amna Jilia Esterhizy]’, Szdizadok
6 He was the foispdn of So
pron County from 25 September 164
b R g e 5; cf. Zolta i
Mg i 1535 145 o S o gy i
Duciagesy ‘12,6?6'. fOn.I.,’as_zlé Esterhdzy’s tenure as fBispdn of Sopron County: P‘ff]-
o aristocrats) Ali_gun' amilidrisok. Sopron virmegye alispanjai a 17, szdzadban [Farﬁil' e
Horn (eds.), /d6 pdns of Sopron County in the 17th century.]’, in Néra G. Etényi Tk
Hungadan. (,:0 u;vel lpalo.t:ak... Magyar udvari kultira a 16—17. szdzadban .[T'henyja—l dikd
gl e Esterh:ilzl-ymrg ];2 the ]6th;{l7th centuries]. Budapest, 2005, 511-529 Idgma(‘:(e':r-z;f
' hazy, rgespan des Komitats Odenburg/Sopron’, i : ;
?ﬁsﬁﬁecﬂ’m”'e Esterhdzy, 161-178. Idem, “Grof Este,rhflz}f) Las;1;n SIZI(:EZ e
panja [Count L. Esterhazy, ffispdn of Sopron County|’, Szdzadok 14_;5 {2(11309) 8\;33;2‘:)?8

7 Osterreichi iv (C
sterreichisches Staatsarchiv (OStA), Kriegsarchiv (KA), Hofkriegsrat (HKR), Prot. Bd
) , Prot. Bd.

298, fol. 456r: Esterhasi bitt ;
ber 1648). itt umb conferivung der Oberhaubrmanschafft zu Papa (Novem-

8  ‘Hoffmann P4l E ¢ ¥ale
al Esterhazy Laszld, Ferenc, Tamas és Gaspar folstt [Pal Hoffmann rendering

homa 45716
kemétgie—tl(jlij_'f:;iz’lfjizrg, sz ds and Gaspdr Esterhazy], Vienna, 1653’, in Gébor Kecs-
ool u. (eds.), Magyar nyelvii halotti beszédek a XVII. szdzadbdl [Fune-
SHEAEE GEThi bishog ' ;&;érom the 17tk3 century]. Budapest, 1988, 127-154. Apart from th
1L, 1830) during ﬂ}‘fe ) CS,I Tallm.és Palffy of Erddd also rendered homage in Latin (RMI&3
oS, i et 2‘a (zbzd 1’557169). On the burial of Laszl6 Esterhdzy: Péte
B il i asg.specfct;:} Q)Bizis;jiiaric;; 9mi;r éldtvciny [The last uibute‘:. Th;
£ o iy 3 . 8] i ¢ ;
:f}lgf;z,e??x;:e;? S’Zéz.ad’banr['(’)n the funerals of ﬂxemlEsf?er;;Egz%amzi f:t:;};aﬁg
e h,ad e oo:er;en Erteszto‘ 58 (2009) 245-268.
e sl i Chzr;n iacc,h the m1ra(?u1(?us1y finely wrought, highly balanced limbs and
b fs e i ﬁ]lal on, he cut a dignified lordly figure from top to toe, which earned
good looks 2 1ful count not only at home but in public as well. On a par with hi
was his strength; there was no one tall or corpulent in his court wh(l))rrf 1::?93;;
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NATIONAL IDENTITY IN THE AGE OF OTTOMAN RULE

also confirmed by other recollections.® He was
chivalrous, but also famous as a formidable warrior who showed the enemy no
mercy when Christian captives had to be freed. Count Laszl6 inherited a rich
tradition of valiance from his forefathers, with several members of the family
killed in action against the Ottomans.

Hungarian aristocrats who were linked, apart from the proximity of their
estates by an intricate web of kinship and family relations, often organized
joint raids on the border area between the Hungarian Kingdom and Ottoman
Hungary (where many of their estates were located) and on several occasions

their parties pushed deep into Ottoman territory. Their aim was “to counter”

raids by Ottoman marauders and other atrocities, and to capture Turks or
Vienna Aulic War

liberate Christian prisoners. Though prohibited by the

Council (Wiener Hofkriegsrat) in the “wartime peace years”, these (private)
military actions were not reckless adventures, or simple looting. It was an
important component of the “ideology” of the war against the Porte to protect
the estates, the territory and population of the country, to lay claim to the
temporarily occupied areas, to free the Christians in Ottoman captivity, and to
“bring the conquerors to heel”, “to keep them at bay”. The aristocrats set out
for a raid with their private troops and familiares (Hungarian type of vassals, a
nobleman’s military escort); the success and efficiency of an action was
measured by the number and value of prisoners captured.’ The way

mention of his chivalry,

usually

ot have knocked down with one elbow (if he had wanted to). No one shot at the target
more accurately, or stretched the bow tauter, or hit the ring more precisely, or rode a horse
more powerfully than he.” Kecskeméti — Novaky (eds.), Magyar nyelvil halotti beszédek,
141-142, cited by Sandor Ivan Kovécs in ‘Eszterhazy Laszlo véletlen halalaru] irt Zrinyi
uram versei [My lord Zrinyi’s poems omn the accidental death of Ldszlo Eszterhazy]’,

Somogy 11:1 (1983) 78.
10 Once a prisoner in the court of Janos Kéry,
his good relations with Count Laszld, str
humanely.
11 There is a wealth of literature on

Mustafa Bey wrote to Adam Batthyény about
essing that he treated his Turkish captives

the characteristics and forms of keeping prisoners: beside
the works of Sandor Takéts (for instance, Rajzok a torok vildghol [Sketches from the
Turkish world]. Vols. I-TII, Budapest, 1915-1917) several modem analyses are available:
Janos J. Varga, ‘Rabtartas ¢és rabkereskedelem a 16-17. szdzadi Batthy4ny-nagybirtokon
[Maintenance of and trade in prisoners on the large estates of the Batthyény family)’, in
Janos Kalmér (ed.), Unger Mityds Emléldinyy [Essays in honout of Matyas Unger].
Budapest, 1991, 121-133. Janos J. Varga, ‘Hadizsikmany és rabkereskedelem, mint az em-
K forméi a Dundntilon a torok hodoltsag koraban [Trading in war spoils and

beri kapcsolato
prisoners as forms of human relations in Transdanubia in the Ottoman age]’, Levéltdri

Szemle 42:3 (1992) 16-20. Pél Fodor, < Adatok a magyarorszagi t6rok rabszedésrdl [Data on
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ral i
froiiiewre;:e:;nducted was determined by the unwritten rules of custom in the
During his years of training, Count Lasz16 learned the skills of the martial
arts fr(gn ].210 less a personality than Captain-General Ad4m Batthyany I (1610—
1659), ’ h1_s future father-in-law. In his early youth he often met (mostly at th
Batthyanyis) one of the most outstanding personalities and r}xln'lita ;
commanders, Mikloés Zrinyi (1620-1664), with whom he fostered a friend hl"y
as revealed by the letters written to him by Zrinyi" and the lost poem eri i
wrote upon Laszlo’s death.'* A number of diverse sources evidence that :1122
three an.sto‘crats often staged joint raids, fighting valiantly with their troo
and achieving considerable successes with their actions. For instance 8
August 1651 they hurried to the help of the captain of Kiskomarom (t ’d y
Zalakomdr), Laszld Pethé of Gerse who was beset by the Ottomans pu(t)tirz

taki p 5
133 ;2%41)21'1521(;: ]3}3; ]tfl‘]f:; O‘tl':c:)mans 1:; 1Hu.ngary]’, Hadtorténelmi Kozlemények 109:4 (1996)
: ! , ‘Ransom Slavery along the Ottoman-H i ier i
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century’, i 3 Avi E A
, in Géza David — Pal Fodor (eds.), Ranso
. ik S
gii):;iéh:n ?ifmfln Eorder; (Early Fifteenth — Early Seventeenth Centuries). (The Ortgvn:gl
s Heritage. Politics, Society and Economy, 37.) Leid: . i
35-83. Further literature on the Batth, o o, ettt Bl
s yany estates: Hajnalka Toth, ‘Torok 4
0 . ‘ ’ s rok rabok Batth
(ZOAOia)ml ;gadlaslmalban [Ottoman captives on the estates of Addm Batthydny I]°, detas 313‘71131[
i SZdza;b 3, I\/g)st ;;eceﬂtiy: Tlona Tarkd, Rabkereskedelem és anyagi kultira a XV[
AVIL an a Batthydny csaldd levéltara alapjan [Prisoner trad i .
in the 16th—17th centuries based on the i P
archives of 4 i i
PPKE BTK, Piliscsaba, 2012. AR . S e
12 A ]
grr;:?ye ;:nar;f; Zf A;lé;n Batt(l}}yany 1(1610-1659) and the role of members of the Batthyany
er defence: Géza Palffy, ‘A Batthydny csaldd a torok arvé
ben a XVI-XVII. szdzadban [The Batthy reed fefonon st e Ot
: ; : yany family in border defence against the Ott
glag %6th—17ﬂ]1 ce,ntunes]’,’ Hadtirténelmi Kozlemények 122:2 (2009) 321-356 Idtfrré1 a?z
o Ilyany csalad ¢s a dune.mtﬁ]i hatarvédelem a XVI-XVIL szazadban [The .Batth ’én
U;‘r:;; '?ng )bo;der ;;efence in Transdanubia in the 16th—17th centuries]’, in Zsuzsannya ;(
ed.), Batthyany I. Addm és kire [Adé : 80 '
o o 1y am és kore [Addm Batthyany I and his circle]. Piliscsaba,
ii Se'e also Kovécs, ‘Eszterhdzy Laszlo’, 75-87.
lf\)liltl;lroslt( Zilrmzn’s(lztters to Laszlé Esterhdzy in print: Gabor Hausner — Sandor Ivan Kovécs
ulcsdr (eds.), Zrinyi Miklés Osszes Miivei [Complet ik16 iyl
Budapest, 2003, letters Nos. 55, 172, 187, 191. : pleis ks oL Mkles Sinpl
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NATIONAL IDENTITY IN THE AGE OF OTTOMAN RULE

the numerically superior enemy to fligh

important fortress.™

t,' and liberating the strategically

Bate

Place

Presence of T

Laszl6 Esterhazy

1 January 1649

“The clash occurred at
Véged (today Zalavég) -
‘that was some brawl’ —
from where they drove
the fleeing Turks to Ali-
béanfa, then Poloske, and
Balas (today Zalaszentba-

“The troops of the Count
with his own standard”’;
Ad4m Batthyény’s
invoice book reveals that
on 1 January 1649 Count
Laszl16 took part with 92
horsemen

l4zs), for some 40 km.”"” .
End of August 1651 Kiskomar (today With meyl, Puc}.nnm,
Zalakomar), Segesd Batthyany: to assist

people of Kiskomar

After 25 January 1652

towards (Székes)
Fehérvar

In January 1652
Batthyany and his son-in-
law Laszl6 Esterhazy set
out for Fehérvar for a
little “trial” with 1,047
horsemen (97 of them

belonged to the Count)

The close connection between Adam Batthyany and Laszlo Esterhazy 1s more

i i : the main
conspicuous when their personal meetings are taken into account

source here is Adam Batthyany’s itinerary. 18 The notes reveal that in 1648 and

i 4 i . Rébert Jozsef Szvitek,
i the fortress of Kiskomérom in these years:
B Cuche ARt dundntili védelmi rendszerben [The tole of the border

] wrom végvdr szerepe a dél- : :
{f::t];z:;agg Kiskcilémm in the defence of South Transdanubial. PHD thesis, Budapest, 2008,

6-28. o . o i
16 iészlé Esterhdzy arrived under Kiskomarom with his father-in-law Adam Batthyany

i i i f
Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszagos Levéltara [Cental Archn;eg};f the National Archives o
danest — henceforth MNL OL], P 1315, 4. ¢s., p. \ _ o
17 I;u:llfsﬁf UL} %jffary ‘Batthydny 1. Adam, a vitéz katona [The valiant soldier Adam
- . : r { g ’ s
Batthyany I]°, in Ujvéry (ed.), Batthydny . Addm és kére, 137. s (60155 N
18 Adam Batthyény’s diary (itinerarium) for the years 1641, 16: L
OL, P 1315, 2. ¢s, fols. 119-178.
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in 1650-52 they met almost every month, L4szl6 visiting Count Adam in
Németujvar (today Giissing, Austria) or Rohonc (today Rechniz, Austria) most
cases, but they also met elsewhere on different occasions. For example they
met on Ldszlo’s request on 18 July 1646 in Pozsony (today Bratislava,
Slovakia), where Adim Batthyény, along with Pal Palffy, the influential
Hungarian politician (president of the Hungarian Treasury, later palatine), tried
to promote the Laszlé Esterhdzy’s success in a possessory action for
Kismarton against his brother-in-law Ferenc Nadasdy I (1611-1671)"
through his personal presence.

Both attended the diets of 1647 and 1649: in autumn 1646 Lasz16 Esterhazy
sent several letters to asking Addm Batthyany whether King Ferdinand III had
set out for the diet from Vienna and when he might arrive,” and in some letters
he wrote from Pozsony in 1647 he sent news of the candidates for the
palatine’s post.”' In addition to the correspondence, other sources also evince
the frequency of joint, successful, and memorable raids: Adam Batthyany’s
invoice book reveals that on 1 January 1649 Count Lasz]6 took part in a raid
with 92 horsemen; in late August 1651 and on 18 January 1652 he also made
inroads with Count Adim, in the latter case with 97 horsemen.? Finally,
intriguing information is provided by a list written around 1650, including the
number of soldiers Miklés Zrinyi, Ferenc Nadasdy, Laszl6 Esterhdzy, and
Adam Batthy4ny joined the raid with, as well as the necessary provisions:

“List of the number of horsemen and infantrymen to be provided for:?

The Right Honourable Addm Batthyany’s horsemen No 1,293,
foot soldiers No 652

The Right Honourable Zrini’s* horsemen No 400, foot soldiers
No 300

From frontier strongholds horsemen No 234, foot soldiers No 453

19 Léaszl6 Esterhazy to Ad4m Batthyény, MNL OL, P 1314, Missiles, No 12.090, and 12.091.
Cf. Fejes, ‘The Marriage Policy of the Esterhazy Family’, 132.

20 Lészl6 Esterhazy to Adém Batthyany, MNL OL, P 1314, Missiles, No 12.096, 12.097 (both
dated Frakné, 7 and 9 September 1646),

21 Lészlé Esterhdzy to Adam Batthyany, Pozsony, 18 September 1646, MNL OL, P 1314,
Missiles, No 12.099. Count Jénos Draskovich (1603—1648) was elected palatine by the diet
on 25 September 1646,

22 Ujvary, ‘Batthyény I Adém’, 140-141.

23 MNL OL, Archive of the Batthyany family, P 1322, documents pertaining to the landowner
family and the employees on the manorial estates, 53. cs., No 1005, s. d. (c. 1650).

24 Miklés Zrinyi was ban of Croatia and Slavonia from 1648.
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The Right Honourable Lészl6 Esterhazy’s horsemen No 200, foot

soldiers No 100
The Right Honourable Ferencz Nédasdy’s horsemen No 150, foot
soldiers No 100

Also, German cavalry and infantry.””

Though the figures are occasional and incidental, alll}ding pre:sur;mblyStc‘))V :nu
armed force compiled for a single incursion, the magnitude otj thf1 Eu:; el
suggest the potential military force that could be comb11ne t kon e
aristocrat’s private armed force; besides, they. T‘eveall t]?e roles t:'«.t & o e
leadership of the raid, and their status and p(?smorf w1th‘m the na ‘101‘113 e
forces. The figures suggest that in terms of size this .actlon. Was 51rn(11 a:takin S
raid at Igal in 1641% (one of the largest such)Hunganan military unde g
i iod of Ottoman rule in Hungary).

dur?é%:? :(I;;:;ich’s diary entry of 31 August” c_onﬁrms the data for thf:; Ia;s;
days of August 1651, also providing an interesting report on thepevil;in .
those days: “We were under Segesd, and some German .cc;lmt ucre B;n
deputy president of the War Council was (J)ut comn}ande’r, . er; :-eani -
Count Miklés Zrini (Zrinsky), Count Lé,szlo- Eszterhazyl, Adam .a 1d f, -
general of the Kanizsa frontier, and me with the Kanizsa frontier ; etlled
troops; a part of the town was devoured by- fire t'Jecalfse grenades well;e. urwe
by our troops at it and had it not been his majesty ’s 2£?rder to Puc a;n:},lere
would have captured it. We settled around Szent Grot and encampe :

25 The original order of the names in the document: 1. Miklos Zrinyi, 2 Fe{egc Néiascgdg;
3. Lészl6 Bsterhdzy, 4. Frontier troops from strongholds opposite Kanizsa, 5.

6 Eztzl;?’)agnyvesi ‘Az igali portya és a kormendi kétyavetye balkani tmulsaga: [.Lassonsf
’ drawn from the igal raid and sale of the booty at Kérmend for the den}egr’aphlc h1s;01;{5 ;)4
the Balkans]’, in Sandor Bodé — Joldn Szabo (eds.), Magyar és torok végvarak, 1663~

[Hungarian and Ottoman border fortresses, 16631 6?4]. Eger, 1985, 199-218. i

27 Péter Buzsini Keglevich (Keglevics): deputy captam—gem?ral of ’the. b’or'def' area mc:lppk 2
Kanizsa between 1641 and 1656. Géza Pilffy, “Kertileti és végvidéki f?Dkapg gﬂ;ﬁ ;

i 4 16-17. szézadban [District and border fortre
fékapitiny-helyettesek Magyarorszagon a : ~ ; -
c(;pt:in-generals and deputy captain-generals in Hungary in the 16th-17th centuries]
srténelmi Szemle 39:2 (1997) 280. ‘

28 Iﬂilzfghristoph Puchheim (Puchaimb): captain-general of the fortress of Komé.rorr‘l él 63‘12;
1651), vice president of the Aulic War Council from 1652, field-marshal. Pilffy, “Keri
és véevidéki fokapitdnyok’, 284. -

29 Szené‘;ét: frontier fortification against Kanizsa, today Zalaszentgrot.
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some six thousands of us. The bishop of Veszprém at that time, Gyorgy
Szécheny™ was also with us.”*' Laszl6 Esterhazy gave memorable evidence of
his personal courage there, which was also recalled by P4l Hoffmann in his
previously mentioned sermon for the late count: “He gave awe-inspiring
indication of his courageous heart just last year under Segesd, when — with a
volley of cannonballs flying around his head — he would have charged at the
pagan horde without being frightened the least, had the command of his
perspicacious and valiant father-in-law not kept him back.”® In the battle of
Vezekény on 26 August 1652, there was no one to hold the young count back
from the “sortie” and thus he sacrificed his young life in the anti-Ottoman fight
by winning “the crown of martyrdom”.

The course of life for a seventeenth-century young aristocrat often ended in
tragedy: just think of Laszlé Rékoczi who also died young in an unsuccessful
attempt to besiege the fort of Vérad (today Oradea, Romania) in 1664, of
Adém Erdsdy, killed during an Ottoman incursion in 1668, or Adam Zrinyi
who died a heroic death later.*

The rise of the members of the Esterhdzy family to the highest ranks in the
carly seventeenth century was not only on account of their growing wealth and
outstanding political roles, but due to their military ranks and participation in
the anti-Ottoman struggles, which claimed several lives among them, ensuring
that they deserved a place among the old Hungarian nobility, who had shed
their blood in the fight against the Ottomans (“pagans”) for centuries. The

30 Gyorgy Széchényi (Szécsény, 1605/06-Nagyszombat, 1695).

31 Farkas Dedk (ed.), ‘Keglevich Péter napléja 15991661 [Diary of Péter Keglevich 1599
1661]°, Torténelmi Tar 13 (1867) 246.

32 Kecskeméti — Novéky (eds.), Magyar nyelvii halotti beszédek, 142.

33 Laszlé Rékoczi (1636-1664): the son of Gydrgy Rakéczi I's second brother P4]; he died on
27 May 1664, during the unsuccessful attack on Varad. Ildikéd Hom, ‘Rékoczi Laszlo
palydja (1633-1664) [Career of Lészld Rakéezi|’, Hadtorténelmi Kozlemények 103 ( 1990)
61-91.

34 Adim Frdédy, son of Imre Erdédy and Eva Forgich, captain of Petrinja in Slavonia. See
Zuzana Ludovika — Arpad Miké — Géza Pilffy, ‘A szepeshelyi Szent Mérton-templom, egy
fels6-magyarorszégi katolikus kozpont késd reneszdnsz és barokk sirkévei és halotti
cimerei [Late renaissance and baroque tombstones and funeral coats of arms in the St
Martin church of Szepeshely (today Spisska Kapitula, Slovakia), a catholic centre in Upper
Hungary]’, Miivészettirténeti Evtesits 56 (2007) 327-328.

35 Adém Zrinyi: son of Miklés Zrinyi, who lost his life in the battle of Szalankemén (today
Stari Slankamen, Serbia) (19 August 1691). Gabor Hausner, ‘Zrinyi Adam [Adém Zrinyi]’,
in Sandor Bene — Gabor Hausner (eds.), A Zrinyiek a magyar és a horvdt historighan [The
Zrinyis in Hungarian and Croatian history]. Budapest, 2007, 165—180.
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following rightly applies to the Esterhdzy family, as it ‘d'oes to the ar:lcl;err;t
Béathory, Dréagffy, Perényi, Zrinyi, Dobo, Balgssa ‘famlhes among o0 Or;
“There is no noteworthy family in Hungary, w‘hxch d?‘ld not have to n;mllm "
many an occasion for their brave men who fell in sacrifice: tliiy were bulwar
of the neighbouring countries and provinces toward the east.

The Captain-General of Papa

Issued by the chancellery of the Aulic War Councril, Perdin?.nd r’s feefd ;; ';’l
November 1648 appointed Count Laszlo Esterhazy captain-genera fctJh “?ar
(Oberhauptmann zu Papa) upon his request,” as t}he protocol ‘entry ;1 ;:S Wén
Council attests. This made him the second Esterhdzy — after hl? brother o
(captain-general from 1639-41)* — to comma.nd one .of t.he major fo'rtrzssfe i
the frontier zone of Gyér (Raaber Grenze) with cx-'u.c1a1 1mpoT:tance_ 1.11 e tethe
against the Ottomans. After his imperial recognition (10rd.-1n-wa1tmg En e
Tmperial Court) and the decoration awardc.ad by t%le Iqungar-lan esta;es t(mﬁer
of the golden spur) this position was a major statlQn in the 1.ndepen er;l bt
of the young count. Firstly, he had himself apphed-for this .p-ost, 1\;' 1tc s
father had never filled (only his brother had), and besides, addm?na ac't;rshiS
acquiring the post may have been his more fre(%uent meetings wi .
intended father-in-law, General Batthyény, the expenenc? of the first énC(;urt
ters with the Ottomans, as well as his experience of life at a frontlef c: d
However, the acquisition of the position was probably .also largely mfgwabi
by the significance of Péapa and its demesne ff)r -the fa.mlly ox.rer a c01?51 .era-ne
length of time. The seizure of the P4pa domain is an interesting and intriguing

36 Source of the quotation: ‘A Bocskaihoz csatlakozott rendek kidltvanya Eur6pa I;ék]z?h:; ai
itorésé irgl ¢ torok  elleni kiizdelem megszakitas
szabadsagharc  kitdrésének okairdl és a 610k : sy
i Bocskai addressed to the nation
idei séeérl’ [Proclamation of the estates joining Boc !
gjrl(%lznf; tﬁe causes of the outbreak of the war of liberation and_ on the ter'nporapnessdof
the irlfterrupted fight against the Ottomans], Szerencs, April 1605, in Istvé]n \Srlr;k?;;ilcsgzg,
jriéneti szd ijtemé in Hungarian history]. Vol. Il/1, =
t6rténeti sziveggytijtemény [Chrestomathy in gar 3
J1‘4’(/a9%ya[r]3udapas;t 1968, 268; for its new edition, see Miklds I\'Iyakas, Az wm;retllerr:ﬁ—
szere:wsi kidltvany. Hasonmds kiadas [The “unkno@” proclamation of Szerencs. Facsi
le edition]. (A Bocskai-szabadsagharc 400. évfordulédja, V1.) Debrecen, 2006.
7 Cf note 7 above. . - » .
38 Instruction for Istvan Esterhdzy, captain-general of Papa. 21 ng ;631(9“4 I;S‘;L:A,K N
Bestallungen (Best.) Prot. Bd. 2., pag. 8. (No. 20.) Its signature: OStA, . 3

No. 1314.
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example of Palatine Miklés Esterhdzy’s practice of increasing his landed
property; although in 1630 he put it in pawn to Laszlé Cséky, he reckoned with
it as an important estate in the long run, which also made the acquisition of a
military position possible for his family (for Istvan Esterhazy in 1639),

The interest of the Esterhdzys, particularly Count Lészlé in the Pépa
domain is patently revealed by sources documenting his steps and efforts
around the fortress and fortress domain of Papa. First, the legal status of the
domain had to be clarified. Upon his request, Pal Palffy (as chief justice)
summoned the cathedral chapter of Gyér to submit the documents concerning
Papa to him.”” The documents revealed who the person was whom Lészl had
to approach in order to redeem the Pépa estate pawned to Laszlé Cséky: Mrs
Gaspar Konszky born Zsuzsanna Balassa.*® A protocol record in the archives
of the cathedral chapter of Pozsony, with notarial functions dated 15 Septem-
ber 1648 says that the estate was redeemed from pawn for the same amount
(80,000 florins) for which Cséky had passed it on to Balassa earlier.*' From
1648 Count Laszlé was the captain-general and legal landowner of P4pa.

Laszl6 Esterhazy took his position as captain-general seriously. On matters
of the fortress of Pdpa and the frontier town he gave orders when in possession
of thorough and up-to-date information, which he gained from his correspon-
dence and communication with his subordinates, primarily the Pédpa bailiff
Janos Dominovics and his vice captains. In his absence his deputies governed
the frontier station: P4l Somogyi until 1649 and Istvan Radovany after 1650.
Their letters give detailed reports on the condition of the fortress, on the
garrison, and the prisoners; they also reveal that the captain-general of Gydr,
Philipp Graf von Mansfeld (1589-1657) often meddled with matters
concerning Papa, particularly with the completion of major constructions and

the transfer of German troops, with considerable impact on the composition of
military units in Pépa.

39

Gyér Diocesan Archives, Notarial documents of the chapter, Theca V., No. 25067,
40

The contents of his later testament pertaining to Kassa (today Kogice, Slovakia) were
discussed by Béla Vilmos Mihalik, ‘Katolikus megujulés az egri egyhdzmegyében (1634—
1746) [Catholic revival in the Eger diocese]’, in Zoltdn Péter Bagi — Adrienn Horvéth
(eds.), Mozaikok a Magyar Kirdlysdg 16-17. szdzadi torténelmébdl [Mosaics from the
16th—17th-century history of the Hungarian Kingdom]. Budapest, 2012, 170.

Slovak National Archive (SNA), Notarial Archive of the Pozsony Cathedral Chapter,

Protokolli, Vol. 39. (16481 649), No. 185, pag. 274-276. Datum Jeria sexta post festum
Nativitatis Beatae Mariae virginis (15 September 1648).

41
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The fact that Laszl6 Esterhazy was the fdispan of Sopron County bolstered

both his application for the position of captain-general of Papa, and after its

acquisition, his position with the Aulic War Council in regard to his requests in
the interests of the border fort. It is known from Péter Dominkovits’s re search
enteenth century almost the all of Sopron County was obliged to
e fortification of Papa fort.”
¢ been an advantage for Laszlo

d it would not have been

that in the sev
provide free labour (gratuitus labor) for th
Initially, as a candidate for the post, it must hav
Esterhazy that he was the fGispdn of that county. An
immaterial for the War Council at the same time, firstly, who the actual owner
tates was; secondly that the position of captain-general had been
filled by another Esterhazy — Istvan — earlier; and finally, that Lészl6 was head
of the county responsible for providing free labour for the fort of Papa from
the beginning of the century. Thus, the interests of the family and the Viennese
War Council were joined on this matter, and the concordance of privatum and
publicum was clearly in favour of Laszld’s appointment.

That said, it is then thought provoking that in 1649 the deputy of the
captain-general of Papa, P4l Somogyi urged Sopron County to provide the
failing fortification work as soon as possible.” What is more, one can find
documentary evidence that on one occasion the fBispan of Sopron County tried
to hinder the performance of gratuitus Jabor in spite of the fact that he was the
captain-general of Papa fort: at the general assembly of Veszprém County in
1651 it was proposed that upon the request of Istvin Radovany, then deputy of

the captain-general of Papa, a letter ought to be written to the foispdn of

Sopron County, Laszlo Esterhazy telling him that if he should withdraw the

peasants from rendering free labour on the fortification of Péapa, then the
nobility of Veszprém County would follow suit.* Eventually, the magistrates

of the Papa es

42 Péter Dominkovits, ‘Sopron virmegye ingyenmunka-addja a pépai var erdditésére a XVIL
szdzad derekén (1622-1670) [Duty of free labour imposed on Sopron County for the
fortification of Papa fort in the mid-17th century]’, Acta Papensia 2:3-4 (2002) 203-220.

43 This means that in the first years of Laszl6 Esterhézy’s tenure as fispdn of Sopron County
_ at least until 1649 — Sopron County amassed a large amount of arrears in free labour to be
rendered for the fortification of Pépa. As P4l Somogyi complained, “gratuitus labor was
missed for five whole years when no money was presented”. Letter of P4l Somogyi, deputy
captain-general of Pépa to Sopron County, MNL Gybr-Moson-Sopron County Sopron
Archive (hereafter: MNL SL), Sopron County Archive, documents of the noble assembly of
Sopron County (SVMLL), IV. 1.b (pallium: 1649).

44 MNL Veszprém County Archives (VemL), Veszprém County Archives (VMLt), IV.l.a -
Documents of the small and general assemblies of Veszprém County. Protocols, 1651; on
the second day prior to the feast of Bishop Saint Martin (generalis congregatio); those
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of Ve.szprém County did send a letter to Laszlo Esterhdzy which warned
captain-general with due courtesy that “the gratuitus labor mea r:le o
f:pended 0;1 It;]is Praesidium was not presented by Your Excellencyr’ls ljz.il?f;
om your holdings, instead he wants to divert it to other privat
Your Excellency.” Shocked by the illegal practi p' 1 . property’()f
County decided to take steps on the matgter 31;::11; iht:;er:;b(;gt}'{ f}the;ZPf?m
back of serfs by the nobility must be put before the country: for e hOldlng
country fpends on the survival of the nation cannot be diver;ed foW aF "
benefit.”* In other words: privatum and publicum did not coincide in trh'prlvate
Howev.er, more research would be needed to establish the extent to wh'lshcta;?.
case might characterize Lészlo Esterhdzy’s general practice, whether Vi y : .
County was right in protesting. , .
Tl.le forgﬁed town of Papa was a manorial centre and economic entity i
addition to its military-defensive functions. It is wrong to believe henmy y
that the subsistence of Papa (pay of the soldiers, food, arms etci O“f:{ver,
ensured .from the landed property belonging to the fort.,From ,the ;;eccoud hbe
of the sixteenth century the wages of the fort troops, including the (::1:1 t 'alf
tgl’::‘ne‘ral, ’was’ traditionally provided by the estates of Lower Austria. Prcl)joim;"
th;s ;ir I;::Szizfli;terhézy;s ielt)ter of6 May 1652 to the estates asking them to seli)d
: : e pay for Papa.*® Earlier, the count even urged Palati 1
Palffy to intervene for the delivery of the consi : i ame’ -
Pay.“-7 Luckily, there is a Statementr}"i[n Germano?:gz— ai:fﬁl?i:ii? i?ldle_rs’
itemizes the seven months’ pay remitted by the Lower Austrian ::tat::)‘srhlff)}r1

1650, actually handed over | .
] t + % "
follows: ater that year in Vienna in various forms, as

3 ;ﬁi,ing iIrchhaded a high priest as well, Janos Szanyi (“Ill. et Rev.”)
S 3,,”124 F(documents (?f Count Laszlé Esterhdzy), No. 1495. Papa, feria secund,
» : e. estum Beati Martini Episcopi, loco nempe ac di ’ Cf_m 'a
ongregationis nostrae. A, D, 1651 o ccletrations
Lasz16 Esterhdzy’s re ; i
quest to the Lower Austrian estates for th i
e remittance of i
A gzﬁegl;‘ (13;,?70 thalers, 85 c}enars}. 29 May 1652. MNL OL P 108 Rep. 40 I?ast:ljecarrNears D
24, No. 987, Pal Pélffy to Lasz16 Esterhdzy, 3 February 1651 ’ eeo

48 MNL OL P 108 R
ep. 2 et 3, Fasc. H : ; .
Poigis » No. 129: 1650, Specificatio solutionis Capitaneatus

46
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“In Bezahlung Ihrer grifl[ichen] Herrn Oberhaubtmanns zu Pappa
Herrn Graf[en] Ladislai Esterhasii gebiirendten siben Monnath.
Vierdet hiemit gelifert und Abgefierth

Erstlich in Gelt 659 fl. 54 kr.
Silber ganz Verguldt dreyssig March vier Loth®
jedes March pro 2411, 726 fl.
fiinf Stiick Scheptuch® welche auBtragen 260 fl.
Summa bringt die vollige liferung 1645 fl. 54 kr.
Datum Wienn dem 24 decembris,

Michael Glacz.”!

Anno 1650

It is indicative of the stalling payments from Lower Austria that Lészlo
Esterhazy occasionally pressed for the remittance.”> Sometimes he even turned
to the ruler on military matters concerning Pépa: in his petition of 1 September
1650 he reported that ignoring the laws of war, the Ottomans attacked his
troops forming the company that went to receive the Turkish delegation,
slaying several among them and taking the rest into captivity. He was asking
the ruler to intercede for the release of his captured soldiers without ransom.*
During his tenure as captain-general, the fort of P4pa underwent consider-
able fortification, for which he had requested a separate allocation from the
War Council, which he did receive as his acknowledgement reveals. The
captain-general of Gyor, his superior, Mansfeld supervised the construction

Mark and laz (= half an ounce, lofum): units of measure; on weights of precious metals.
Istvan Bogdén, Régi magyar mértékek [Old Hungarian measurements]. Budapest, 1987.
Kind of broadcloth; see Walter Endrei, Patyolat és poszto [Cambric and broadcloth].
(Mikrotdrténelem) Budapest, 1989, 236.
Michael Glacz was Grenzunterzahlmeister at that time in charge of issuing the border
troops’ pay on behalf of the estates. See gbout him from 1661: Niederdsterreich
Landesarchiv (NOLA) SA A-VII-36. fols. 393-394 and NOLA SA A-VII-65. fol. 18 and
fol. 21. The data was pointed out to me by Géza Palfty.
Hungarian Academy of Sciences Library, Coll. of Manuscripts, copies of deeds of HAS
Historical Committee, Raudnitzer Archiv, Sign. C. 37, Laszld Esterhdzy to Prince
Fuseibius Wenzel von Lobkowitz, president of the War Council, Nagyhoflany (today
GroBhoflein, Austria), 30 November 1651: Ich nochmahlen gehorsamblich Euer Siirstl. ...
Gradt erhalten undt wegen meiner Pappauischen Graniz Besoldungs Austandt mit fiirstl.

49
50

51

52

Gn. meiner in gedankh verbleiben...
The rough and clean copies of the petition survive: MNL OL P 124, 7. cs., No. 1714, pag.

20-23.
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;r;d use of the allocated sum,* an activity in which he was indeed effective
ere was .frequent demand for building materials from his estate; th .
called' o:la him to contribute to the reconstruction of Alsolendva, for s mlesl;
ffmd 51;13 important patron Pal Palffy, who was duly renowned fo,r his ecxample’
1ons™ also turned to him in several cases. e
Plnor to his ceremonious inauguration as captain-general, Laszlo E A
?prrzhed to Ferdinand III for a separate flag and drums for t,he gar:isofltf}fl ?;Z
a;pil- jzt;fzst }tl:zsﬁan;ag) Lizctilllc;) ra.dg:r.;i It; is noteworthy that upon the submitted
€ co i
amount of money on 2 December 1648. OIlllrtI ;r(;;::;tb(;rlsfl?: titisii;ezsary
riohni(l 31; i})u:ef I(ietxs;ertzf war payments (Hofkriegszahlmeister), Hans Frlilz?:l-
e D n. e necessary cqsts based on previous general practice.
- plicd that according to practice in those parts, the equipment of th
infantry needed no more than 200 guldens, and he had seen to the '0 -
of that sum through the Hungarian administration_ ** e
- ;:ih h}lﬁc ;amseirjgmzi:;aiz,c iﬁz‘zlé Esterlhézy visited Pdpa several times
: : n-general to be present there perm
and sojourned in the town for lengthier periods of time: ; -
1649, 13-19 February 1651, 3 March 1651 (and almost t.hon WP
and 27 January-14 March 1652 he wa i il
his soldiers personally; when the vo?vilzlrj);;nP(;;:r??zjozh;Z(s)? . Ic_ile oo
proposed a person (Ferenc Kordsi) as his successor.” This latter inflcznnz?(;nhiz

54 MNL OL P 124, No. 717.
55 MNLO ; i
e éi,yPhlj;, I;o. ;469. Fe‘rd:nand IIT to Lszl6 Esterhazy, Vienna, 25 April 1651: Ada
Pheiraie e aSIea y .conmbuted tD. the reconstruction and fortification of Alsélinciln
o ,Lé o;r?rﬁag aggzl;empn (i.e. Lenti) burnt down by the Ottomans: therefo: ;
. : sz16 Ester to partake of the work b idi i 6 -
3 ge f(;l;atllﬁcation and have them transported there by his snb}iacil;wldmg HE ey
n i i ;
Pélff’y ] .constructmns: Anna Fundarek, ‘Palffy Pal €pitkezései [P alffy’
A E:)osnstructlons] , Sic Itur ad Astra 15:1 (2003) 15-34 = PSS
tA F- - . :
iy Olltéanlzo_lﬁd ;—iﬁjffamto zm;rarc!u; (FHKA), Hofkammerarchiv (HKA) Familien- Akten
- fols. . ecember 1648: rati 1l et ti
A ;?;c.);e militaris istius officii omnino necessarz’umm e el et tmpanarun mandatin de
id.; ] :
. nizfrfeug;ng t.n;er:elrer Jahnen vnd hérpauggen auf dergleichen Grénczen i t meh
ann Zwaijhundert gulden vand di ; T
] R et leselben von der Hungarischen Cammer Zuge-
HAS Library, copi i
, copies of deeds of the Historical C i ibi
P ot | ommittee, ibid.: Proxime euolutis di
Pipeizscczzdam Joa.nne Pesti, cuius sublato per cius mortem officium Vaivodatuj ?rj fe’:ff
il ;/:c.atm‘m haerg!, et quia eidem subjectus miles Pedestris sine Cg i:eﬂ e
persistere nequit, neque Praesidio commode servire praesentium e)fh b it :
ibitor
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complemented by an entry in the December 1650 protocol of the War Council
saying that in keeping with practices of the time, Esterhazy and the deputy of
the captain-general of Gyor, Istvan Zichy nominated three persons for the
voivodship of Ppa: Istvéan Kérosi, Gyorgy Vajda,® and Mérton Téth.”

During Esterhdzy’s frequent absences his deputies were acting commanders
on matters arising in the border fort. His trustworthy deputies were Pal
Somogyi® until 1649, and Istvan Radovany® after 1650, the latter identified as
“cavalry lieutenant of His Majesty here” by deputy captain-general of Gyor,
Istvan Zichy writing to Adam Batthyany in October 1647, that is, Radovany
rose from being a hussar captain in Gy6r to the position of vice commander of
Pépa. An experienced and ambitious soldier, he had quite a good knowledge of
the region and could be “deployed” at a number of places. There is another
piece of information about him from Zichy, dating from September 1648:
“During his stay in Linz His Majesty conferred the title of captain of Vazsony
upon Lieutenant Istvan Radovény, but since the legal status of the Vazsony
estate was unclarified, he did not occupy the post but decided to wait until
matters were cleared up.”® Since the proprietorship of Vézsony (today
Nagyvazsony) passed on to Zichy, the deputy captain-general of Gyor asked
for Radovany to be assigned of the position. Finally, Radovany was transferred
to Papa about which he himself informed Laszlo Esterhazy,” not failing to

nendo illo munere instel, eundem tanquam bene
lias etiam ibidem possessionatum dirum, Vestrae
do; rogando eandem, ne gravetr ad

Egregius Franciscus Kérési pro obli
meritum, et sufficientem personam, d
Domini llustrissimae et Excellentissimae recommen
dictum vacantem vaivodatum promovere. (Kismarton, 26 September 1650.)

60 MNL OL P 707 (Archive of the Zichy family), 542. cs. (fols. 294-295); No. 11.543, letter
of Gydrgy Vajda to Istvan Zichy: Papa, 16 December 165 15

61 OStA, KA, HKR, Bd. 301, 1650 Reg. [fol. 513v:] [December 1650] [30]: Esterhasi Ladis-
laus Oberhauptman zu Pappa und Obristleutnant  zu  Raab.  P: vacierend|e]
weéy[vo]daftus]stell zu Pappa, darzur Sie [?]den Stephan Kéréschy, Georg Wayda und

Martin Totty vorschlagt.

62 Possibly it was Pal Somogyi, who often substituted for his superior, who was mentioned as

captain-general of Pdpa summoned to testify before the chapter of Veszprém: MNL VemL,
Veszprém Chapter Prot., (Protocol of testimonies), Vol. 1, feria secunda post dominicam
quasimodogeniti A. D. 1649, pag. 723.

63 1In the list of Papa citizens he is included as “Istvin Radvany”.

64 MNLOL P 1314, No. 53064. Gyér, 14 October 1647.

65 MNLOLP 1314, No. 53075. Gybr, 14 September 1648.

66 MNLOLP 124, No. 1074. Istvan Radovany to Laszlo Esterhazy, Papa, 29 September 1651:
“[His Excellency the Count General [Mansfeld] delegated me here to the position of vice

captain with His Majesty’s consent™.
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S{e;:ﬁyﬂ.lede?ssignment he had received from the captain-general of Gyér. This
: indicates — as is made explicit by the instruction for the captain- .

i} :ageap ; t;hito the ger;eral of (’}y('ir kep_t interfering with the matteis of ii;:ril?
e s h,mman er of Papa 'recewed orders and instructions from both

sterhazy and the captain-general of Gy6r, Mansfeld.® Radova
app&frently Fook a great liking of the border town, because he. remai ‘Zial'ly
service during the commandership of P4l Esterhizy from 1653 aiinefr o
Nox;ember 1654 until 1661 he became alispdn of Veszprém C‘ountyjatsa I\:\fell ‘:;m
. :eiﬁn?%ai:rps;ttgi c:;ii?]—%eneral ﬂif Papa was a decisive station in the
e’s son tha

lega'cy,predisposed for him. His military virttu: Zztirf?;;i:l tilrllana:i?tgatemal
of . Ada:m' Batthydny), personal courage, and awareness of hlis hi ;CO‘m
Palre'd Wlt-h a true love of life: Count Liszl6 was fond of me lg}i ;;:h .
dancmg,. riding, archery — intertwined to determine the life courzemf Eg,
outstanding member of a West Transdanubian Hungarian aristocratic t? 'lls
whom posterity only remembers for his death and its circumstances .

67 Ibid.

68 See for example:
ple: MNL OL P 124, Papa, 11 N
e o M - Y 5 ovember 1651, A relatively detai
t ;:c;ilgltlg); (())ff ; ;um;lve ss}me by the Gyor troops in retumn for the Turkish destta:;toillIzi
zprém’s Gyirmot estate (led : Srva
00, DT Tk (led by the bey of Székesfehérvar): MNL OL P
Tt ; "
;gaEiltRa;i'ovany was elected al.zspan of Veszprém County in November 1654: he informed
ethdzy who succeeded his elder brother in the position of captain-gene;al of Pédpa ?n

a letter: MNL OL P 125, (box 9), N
Vol. 1, 86, > (box 9), No. 3614 and MNL VemL, VMLt (Assembly protocols)
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