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Ez év februarjaban szalmabalas uborkatermesztést folytatd kertészetbdl uborkaleveleket kaptunk
vizsgalatra. Megallapitottuk, hogy a leveleken a Tyrophagus longior (Acaridae) nevii atkafaj karositott. A
kartevd korabbi hazai el6fordulasardl adatot nem talaltunk.

Munkank soran laboratériumi és novényhazi megfigyelésekkel tisztaztuk az allat kartételét, adatokat
gyujtottink az allat életmodjarol és védekezési kisérletet végeztiink.

A novényallomany helyszini vizsgalatakor megfigyeltiik, hogy az atkak a termesztés kozegéiil szol-
galo szalmabalabol tomegesen vandorolnak a balakat befedd takarofoldre, majd a ndvény szaran keresztiil
feljutottak a timrendszer mellett nevelt uborka leveleire. A T. longior az uborka sziklevelein nem karosi-
tott. A lombleveleken elGszor az idosebb leveleken, majd fokozatosan a fiatal leveleken is a levél szinén
apro, hozzavetdlegesen 0,5-1 mm atmérdjii sarga pontok jelentek meg. A kartétel a teljes levélfeliiletre
kiterjedhet, de a legtobb ragasnyomot a levél alapi részén, a levélnyél kozelében észleltiik. Az atkak a levél
fonakan, az erek kozotti teriileten taplalkoztak. Ragé szajszerviikkel apro lyukakat ragtak a levélbe, sot
gyakran a levelet a levél szinéig atragtak. A fiatal levélen ragott lyukak késobb, az iddsebb leveleken a
levél novekedése folytan akar 5-8 mm atmérdjiek is lehetnek. Az atkak altalaban a levelek fonakan
tartozkodnak, ritkabban néhany egyed a levelek szinén is feltiinhet. A névényeken megfigyelt vandorla-
suk soran eljutnak egészen a legfiatalabb hajtascsicsba is ¢és az itt fejlédo fiatal levelek kozott a levelek
szinén és fonakan egyarant karosithatnak.

A kartevd szabad szemmel is lathato. Kifejlett egyedei 0,5 mm nagyok, opalosan attetszdek, labuk
és ragojuk vilagosbama, kitinizalt. Valtivaru allatok, a leveleken nostények és himek egyarant megtalal-
hatok. A leveleken, foleg a levelek fondkan a kartevo tojasait és larvait is megtalaltuk. Egy nemzedék kife-
j16dése hdmérséklettol fiiggden 2-3 hétig tart. A kifejlett egyedek tobb honapig élnek, a nostények ked-
vezd koriilmények kozott akar 300 tojast is rakhatnak.

A veszélyeztetett novényallomanyban lehetdség szerint alacsonyan tartott paratartalom mérsekli a
kartevd elszaporodasat. A pirimifosz-metil hatéanyagi Actellic 25 EC n6vényvédé szerrel, nagy permetlé

mennyiséggel végzett permetezés hatasos volt. A T. longior biologiajaval és a védekezés lehetéségeinek
kidolgozasaval kapcsolatos, mar megkezdett vizsgalatainkat folytatjuk.
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This February we received leaf samples of cucumber planted on straw bales from a grower for
detailed examination. We found that a mite called Tyrophagus longior (Acari: Acaridae) was damaging the
leaves. Our comprehensive investigation on the previous occurrence of this mite as a domestic pest gave
no result.

During our work, which based on laboratory and greenhouse observation, we made clear the dam-
age caused by the mite, we collected data on its life-cycle and carried out a tria! an the control of the mite.

Carrying out investigations on the premises we found that mites migrate in large numbers from the
straw serving as artificial soil for growing to the layer of soil that covers it, then climbing up on the stem
they reach the leaves of cucumber grown by propping wires. The mite didn’t damage the cotyledons. There
were small yellow spots approximately the size of 0,5-1 mm appearing first on the adaxial surface of the
older leaves, than gradually on the young ones as well. The damage could expand to the whole leaf but we
observed the most feeding spots situated at the basal part near to the petiole. Mites were feeding on the
abaxial surface of the leaves among the veins. They chewed little holes into the leaf by their biting mouth-
part, in fact they often bit their way through to the adaxial surface of the leaf. Due to growing of the plant
the small holes bitten on the young leaves could later grow to the size of 5-8 mm in diameter as were
observed on the old leaves. Mites generally stay on the abaxial surface, a few may seldom appear on the
adaxial surface. During their migration observed on the plant mites also reach the shoot apex and they may
damage the abaxial and adaxial surface alike while they feed among the youngest leaves.

The pest could be seen by the naked eye. Mature mites reach the size of 0,5 mm, and they are opa-
line translucent but their legs and the chelicera are light brown and sclerotized. They are heteroecious, both
males and females could be found on leaves. On the leaves, mainly on the abaxial surface, we also dis-
covered the eggs and larvae of the mite. The development of one generation takes 2-3 weeks depending
on the temperature. The longevity of adults is several months, and females in favourable conditions might-
as well lay 300 eggs.

Keeping the relative humidity as low as possible in the threatened crop reduces the swarming of the
pest. The applied Actellic 25 EC pesticide containing pirimiphos-methyl active substance was effective in
the control of the mite when spraying in high volume. We will continue our investigation about the biol-
ogy of the mite and thé development of a sufficient control method, which have already begun.
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