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The Mango Shield Scale, Milviscutulus mangiferae 
(Green) (Hemiptera: Coccidae) – 

A New Invasive Soft Scale in Egypt
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The mango shield scale, Milviscutulus mangiferae (Green) (Hemiptera: Coccidae), a serious pest of 
mango trees in various parts of the world, is reported on Mangifera indica in Egypt which represents the first 
record of this species in the country.
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The mango shield scale, Milviscutulus mangiferae (Green) (Hemiptera: Coccidae) 
is a very polyphagous species, known to feed on 42 different families and 82 different 
genera of plants including papaya (Carica papaya), avocado (Persea americana), bread-
fruit (Artocarpus altilis), Syzygium spp., Vanilla sp., guava (Psidium guajava), coconut 
(Cocos nucifera), orange and lemon (Citrus sinensis, C. limon) (Williams and Watson, 
1990; García Morales et al., 2016). Green (1889) described the species from specimens 
collected on mango in Sri Lanka, and occurs throughout tropical and subtropical zones of 
the world. It has been found in the Western Palearctic region in Israel (Kfir and Rosen, 
1980; Wysoki et al., 1993; Wysoki, 1997) and in Italy (Pellizzari and Porcelli, 2014), fur-
thermore it has been intercepted in the Netherlands (Jansen, 1995) and the UK (Anderson 
and MacLeod, 2008). This soft scale insect is a serious pest of mango trees in various 
parts of the world (García Morales et al., 2016) and has a great potential to invade other 
countries of the world due to its small size, wide host range, and association with plants 
that are often imported from areas where it occurs. 

This species damages mangos by direct feeding on the plant juices and by the re-
duction of photosynthetic capacity as a result of its production of ‘honeydew’ and the 
subsequent growth of sooty mold on the leaves. Heavy infestations may result in reduced 
tree vigour and leaf size, causing yellowing of the leaves, leaf drop and death of branches 
(Peña and Mohyuddin, 1997).
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Materials and Methods
Infested leaves and stems of mango trees were examined in the field using a pocket 

magnification lens. Infested leaves and stems were also collected from different governo-
rates of Egypt, Daqahliya, (northeast of Cairo), Gharbia (north of the country). Ismailia 
(northeastern part of the country) and Sharqyia (central and east Delta region) in Egypt 
during 2017. The samples placed separately in paper bags for further examination in the 
laboratory. Identification of soft scale insects was then made by examining adult that were 
slide-mounted in Canada balsam, following the methods described in Abd-Rabou (1997) 
identification of materials was based on key of Williams and Watson (1988). 

Results and Discussion

Collected materials indicated that Milviscutulus mangiferae (Green) was found on 
Mangifera indica in New Salhia (30° 37' 47. 18" N 31° 56' 27. 67" E) situated in the east-
ern part of the Nile Delta Markaz Al Hesinyah Sharqyia and represents the first record of 
the establishment of this species in Egypt.

Genus Milviscutulus Williams and Watson, 1990:

Genus Milviscutulus is similar to the genus Protopulvinaria Cockerell in that it has 
exceptionally elongate anal plates, three stigmatic setae at each stigmatic cleft and by hav-
ing a considerable number of tubular ducts. It differs from Protopulvinaria which has a 
dense submarginal band of tubular ducts and the anterior-lateral margin (am) of each plate 
3.5 times (usually 4-5x) longer than the postero-lateral margin (pm); whereas Milviscutu-
lus has fewer tubular ducts which are scattered (not in a dense band) and the anal plates 
are not as elongate with the anterior-lateral margin of each plate 1.7-3.3 times (2 times in 
M. mangiferae) longer than the postero-lateral margin. 

Milviscutulus mangiferae (Green) (Hemiptera: Coccidae):

Anal plates located near hind pair of legs; anterior margin of anal plates conspicu-
ously longer than posterior margin; body triangular; dorsal setae capitate; marginal setae 
fringed; multilocular pores predominantly with 7 or 8 loculi; multiloculars restricted to 
vulvar area; ventral tubular ducts medial between legs, with diffuse submarginal band on 
abdomen; legs small, with tibio-tarsal sclerosis, but not articulated; mouthparts frequently 
oriented to 1 side of body. Other characters: Claw without denticle; claw digitules equal in 
size; 1 pair of prevulvar setae (often obscured by anal plates); 6-14 submarginal tubercles 
around body margin; stigmatic setae differentiated from other marginal setae middle seta 
longer than lateral setae; each anal plate with 4 apical setae, without a subdiscal seta; with 
1 subapical seta on each plate; anal fold with 4 fringe setae; antennae 6-, 7-, or 8-seg-
mented; preopercular pores in small numbers, inconspicuous. Milviscutulus mangiferae 
is similar to M. ciliatus Williams and Watson by having similarly shaped and positioned 
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anal plates and a triangular body shape. M. mangiferae differs by having the apices of 
the marginal setae strongly frayed (slightly frayed in M. ciliatus) and straight (curved in 
M. ciliatus). Milviscutulus mangiferae is also similar to Protopulvinaria longivalvata in 
body shape and the position of the anal plates on the dorsum but differs by lacking dis-
torted coxae (present in P. longivalvata), and shorter anal plates (long in P. longivalvata). 
(Fig. 1).

Key to the species of genus Milviscutulus:

This genus contains 4 species – M. ciliatus, M. pilosus and M. spiculatus were all 
described by Williams and Watson 1990 from the Pacific Islands, while M. mangiferae 
was described from Sri Lanka and is a cosmopolitan species.

Fig. 1. Milviscutulus mangiferae adult female (modified from Hamon and Williams, 1984)
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Key to the species (after Williams and Watson, 1988)
1. 	 Dorsal setae 19-65 μm long and flagellate ........  pilosus Williams and Watson
1b.	 Dorsal setae 5-17 μm long, usually at least some lanceolate, clavate or  

	 capitate ........................................................................................................... 2
2(1b)	Marginal setae mostly as long as, or longer than, central stigmatic seta,  

	 sometimes strongly curved towards posterior end of body ..............................   
	 ciliatus Williams and Watson

2b.	 Marginal setae appreciably shorter than central stigmatic seta, or if a few are as 
	 long as central stigmatic seta, then these are straight or only slightly curved 
	 ........................................................................................................................  3

3(2b)	Some or all dorsal setae clavate or capitate with blunt or sharp tips; marginal 
	 setae mostly fringed or fimbriate ..................................... mangiferae (Green) 

3b.	 Dorsal setae flagellate or lanceolate with sharp tips, never bluntly clavate or 
	 capitate;

	 marginal setae mostly simple, only a few with slight fraying of the tips.
	 .......................................................................  spiculatus Williams and Watson
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