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TITLE: PATTERNS OF HUNGARIAN 11-12-YEAR-OLD STUDENTS’ NATIONAL ENCULTURATION -
STRENGTH OF NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION AND NATIONAL SYMBOLS

DANCS KATINKA, UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED, HUNGARY
KINYO LASZLO, UNIVERSITY OF SZEGED, HUNGARY

ABSTRACT: The study investigated 751 Hungarian students’ national identity and their
knowledge related to national culture. The aim of the study was exploring the patterns of
national enculturation in Hungary and the connection between pupils’ identification and
their knowledge. Students completed the Strength of Identification Scale (Barrett, 2007)
and a test with 35 items which we have developed. The items were assessing their
knowledge of national symbols (e.g. historical events, kings, famous authors, geographical
places, etc.). The results indicate that there are no gender differences, while 6 graders show
weaker national identification than younger students. They are less proud about being
Hungarian, their identity is less important to them and they feel less happy about being
Hungarian. Students’ average performance on the test was 21 points in grade 5 and 25
points in grade 6 respectively. Boys’ performance was better than girls in the whole sample,
at the same time grade 6 students showed significantly better performance. Their
performance is related to their satisfaction with school achievement (r=0.27, p<0,001). The
connection between national identification and knowledge of national symbols was also
investigated, there is a significant connection (r=0.20, p<0.001) in grade 5. In our
interpretation the decline in national identification is the result of students’ self-
development; their self enriches and becomes more differentiated. This article calls
attention to the need of investigating identity development in relation with pupils’ self-
development. The outcomes also highlight that students’ identity and their cultural
knowledge are related in certain cases.

KW: national identity, national symbols, online assessment

TITLE: THE CONCEPTION OF IDENTITY: A COMPARISON BETWEEN GREEK AND EUROPEAN
IDENTITY TOWARDS COSMOPOLITANISM

DEDE GEORGIA, UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS, GREECE
KOUTRIS DIMITRIS, UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS, GREECE

ABSTRACT: In the global era, the perpetual human mobility along with the cultural, political
and economic crisis has led to the quest for and reassessment of identity. On the one hand,
national identities embodying the sense of belonging and brotherhood in a territorially
bounded political community, continues to be the major legislative construction with
exclusion and inclusion functions. On the other hand, the European Union as an ideal
constitutes the most crucial institutional structure as for the majority of countries in the
European sphere in and outside the continent. EU member countries participate equally in
the formation and establishment of the European identity, which implies a unity of
European citizens. The transformation of the nation-state, which has altered the notion of
national identity along with the reemergence of nationalistic sentiments all across Europe,
create a complex framework as for the prevalence of a supranational identity. This would
be that of European identity, which would include cosmopolitan ideals, such as allegiance
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