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CHALLENGES OF 

THE COMPARATIVE MUNICIPAL LAW 

– IN THE LIGHT OF THE COMPARISON 

OF THE MUNICIPAL TASKS*1

István HOFFMAN

István HOFFMAN

Associate Professor, PhD, dr. habil., Department 
of Administrative Law, Faculty of Law, 
Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary
Tel.: 0036-1-4116519

* This article was supported by the János Bolyai Research 
Scholarship of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

Abstract. Comparative administrative law 
has a long tradition among administrative scienc-
es. This approach focuses on the comparison of 
the legal instruments of the public administration, 
especially the comparison of the legal regulation 

questions. Similarly, comparative municipal law fo-

however, this analysis can provide more informa-
tion on the municipal systems than the comparison 
of the municipal bodies themselves. The challeng-
es of the comparison of the tasks of the municipal-

First of all, such analysis should be multi-dis-
ciplinary because these tasks are strongly im-
pacted by policies and the politics as well as they 

-
en country. Secondly, the jurisprudential analysis 
should be multidimensional, because of the differ-
ent approaches of the sectoral regulations. Third-
ly, these tasks are impacted by the economy and 
the approach of the public services. Last but not 
least, the analysis can be distorted by the different 
approaches of the local government system. The 
analysis is mainly jurisprudential but the methods 
of the administrative sciences are widely used as 
well. The framework is a three-dimensional matrix: 

country, the traditions and the constitutional ap-
proach of the given public service sector, respec-
tively. 

Keywords: comparative administrative law, 
comparative municipal law, local government, mu-
nicipal reform, municipal tasks.
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