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From a geographical view the north-eastern part of Hungary is a mountainous region, which is
parcelled out by the tributaries of the Tisza River. It is bordered by the Danube Bend and Ipoly River on
the west, the Great Hungarian Plain on the south and the Bodrog River on the east. In historical times -
therefore in late Iron Age and Roman/early Migration period - this territory was strongly connected to
the area situated west and north of the Danube as well as to the Great Hungarian Plain (Fig. 1).

Regarding this territory, the researchers of the Early Migration period have dealt with the sur-
vival of Celtic inhabitants — or in other words the traditions of La Tene culture - into the Roman
period and the question of the earliest settling of Germanic groups for a long time (PARDUCZ
1957, 50; SALAMON-TOROK 1960, 154, 170-171; SALAMON 1963, 18; K. VEGH 1964, 52; LAMIOVA-
SCHMIEDLOVA 1969, 462; K. VEGH 1975, 92; JURECKO 1983, 277-278; K. VEGH 1989, 484-488;
BUuDpINSKY-KRICKA-LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA 1990, 313; K. VEGH 1999, 218-219; KAMINSKA 2005).
However, in general it could be stated that only scarce data are available from the time of the transi-
tion from the La Téne to the Early Roman period. These archaeological materials are known from
former excavations, while the results of recent investigations are mostly unpublished or known
from preliminary reports.

It is not interpretable yet that only settlements were identified from this period, while we have no
information about the location of cemeteries. Beside the few available archaeological data the most
important problem is posed by the difficulties of absolute chronology. From this period, grave remains
are hardly known and metal artefacts are rarely uncovered, therefore we can rely mainly on the ceramic
assemblages. Based on it the latest Celtic horizon as well as the exact time and dynamics of the earliest
Germanic occupation is problematic.

* This research was supported by the Janos Bolyai Research Scholarship of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the

MTA-ELTE Research Group for Interdisciplinary Archaeology.

Iron Age Connectivity in the Carpathian Basin, 2018, p. 77-90
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Fig. 1. Settlements with La Téne and Roman Period Barbarian ceramic assemblages
in the North Hungarian Mountain mentioned in this paper:

1. Ipolytolgyes (ERDELYI-LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA 1971), 2. Paszto—Csontfalva (TANKS 2006), 3. Salgotarjan—
Ipari-park (VADAY-SzABO 2009), 4. Kazar (VADAY 2004a; 2004b; 2006), 5. Szilvasvarad-Sport tér (SALAMON-
TOROK 1960), 6. Miskolc-Szabadsdg tér (K. VEGH 1964), 7. Hernddvécse—Nagy-rét 4. lel6hely (Soos
2015, 116), 8. Miskolc-Sotétkapu (PARDUCZ 1957), 9. Kistokaj—Gerenda (K. VEGH 1975, 71).

It is conspicuous from the results which have been published until now that there are some settle-
ments in the scarcely investigated mountainous regions of Northeast Hungary where La Tene settlement
ceramics were found together with artefacts of Germanic nature from the Roman period. This especially
justifies that we should thoroughly examine the relations of finds of these two different archaeological
cultures found at same site (Fig. 1). The now publishing site of Szilvasvarad—-Sport tér provide us a good
opportunity to summaries the characteristic ceramic types and the related questions.

The site Szilvasvarad-Sport tér (or Szilvasvarad-Lovaspdlya) was excavated as part of a planned
archaeological research in the beginning of the 1960s (SALAMON-TOROK 1960). During this process sev-
eral trenches were opened, in which the uncovered finds were documented according to layers (PL I/1).
At least one semi-sunken building and three or four other features can be reconstructed form the old
excavation documentation. Unfortunately, only a part of the archaeological material can be connected
to the building (A) and the features (B-C). Most of finds were described as the ceramics from the first
(0-20 cm), the second (-20-40 cm) or the third (-40-60 cm) layer of different trenches (PL 1/2).

The Celtic and Roman period potsherds usually come from the same layers of the trenches, but in
this case it was not certain proof for close context. The only closed context, the semi-sunken building
contained the mixed finds of both periods. It has to mentioned that any documentation about this build-
ing was not available only the total map of the excavation. Without datable metal artefacts we can only
rely on ceramic material.

There are only a few pieces of hand-made pottery in the Celtic ceramic assemblages of Szilvasvarad.
From this, only one fragment can be identified typologically: a type 1.5.2.1 barrel-shaped cooking
pot (PL II/14) (all of the typologically identifications in this study are based on the Sajépetri system:
SzABO-TANKO 2007, 168; SzaBSO ET AL. 2007, 229). There was no other earthenware at the site. This
type, classified among the traditional ‘Scythian’ forms was also a common type in Late Iron Age settle-
ment at Sajopetri (SzaBO ET AL. 2007, 239). In light of this, it can surely be dated to the La Téne period.
The other ceramic types were all wheel-thrown in the La Téne phase of Szilvasvarad. The classic, type
I1.1.1 S-profiled bowl PL. 11/13; 111/7, 13-14) and the type I1.1.2 semi spherical bowl with a thickened rim
(PL. II1/5, 11) is represented in the material from the settlement site. Situlae (P1. II/ 4, 8; IV/6) with (type
11.2.2) or without (type I1.2.1) combed decoration are also frequent finds in the Late Iron Age phase of
the settlement. Different type I1.3 variants of the wheel-turned pots PL III/ 8-9) and type II.5 small pots
(PL. 11/12; I11/10) also occur among the settlement material.

From a technological and typological point of view, the above mentioned ceramic types fit into the
relatively unified picture of the La Téne period in Northeast Hungary. These types were in common use
in the Middle La Tene settlements (TANk6 2010, pl. 2-3) and close analogies also known from the Late
La Téne oppidum of Biikkszentlaszl6 (HELLEBRANDT 1992, fig. X).
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A small part of the Roman period hand-formed pottery was fine ware with polished surface, while
the most part was roughly-tempered earthenware. The fine implementation of polished vessels (Pl. 11/7,
9; I11/1, 6) is typical in the ceramic material of Quadi and in the Przeworsk culture (KoLNfK ET. AL. 2007,
24, obr. 23-24; VARSIK 2011, 184; GINDELE 2010, 142; S06s 2016, fig. 5).

The analogy of the miniature pot (Pl. III/2) was found at Sebastovce—Barca (LUSTIKOVA 2013, Tab.
I11/5) in Przeworsk region and bowls with similar profile were also frequent to the West, in the Quad
territory (KOLNiK ET AL. 2007, obr. 23). The bottom fragments (PL. II/5, 9) probably belonging to biconi-
cal bowls are generally spread in the material of the Prezworsk Culture in Carpathian Basin (GINDELE-
IsTvANOVITS 2009, Abb. 22; LuSTiKOVA 2013, Tab. 1/8, 15; So6s 2014, fig. 10/7; 22/9). Most of the pots
in Szilvasvarad were simple with globular body (PL. I1/2; IV/7; V/3-4, 6-7), which were widespread in
Germanic settlements of the Barbaricum from the transition of the 2"-3" centuries AD (Ipolytolgyes:
ERDELYI-LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA 1971, obr. 4/1, 6/5-6; in the vicinity of Miskolc: K. VEGH 1989,
fig. 6/11-12; 13/25; West-Slovakia: VARsik 2011, obr. 101; 103). Pots with narrow mouth (Pl. IV/1) also
occurred in Sarmatian territory (VADAY-SZEKERES 2001, fig. 18/14), but the basic forms of pots are well
separable from the pottery in Szilvdsvarad. The bowls, similarly to the ceramics found at Paszt6 (TANKO
2006, fig. 4), had slightly inverted rim and hemispherical body (PL. VI).

The Roman period wheel-thrown ware consisted mainly of conical and hemispherical bowls (PL II/11;
IV/2) and similarly to the material of Paszt6 (TANKS 2006, fig. 4), jugs and storage jars were also found
(PL 11/6; IV/8). The simple hemispherical and the bowls fired to red or grey with a profile bending in a
sharp angle and annular rim (P1. VI) can be found in Sarmatian settlements from the second half of the
2 century AD (VADAY-SZEKERES 2001, fig. 10/7,12;14/6-7, 9, 11,13; 26/4, 7; 27/10-11). The conical bowls
with diagonally inverted rim were also frequent in Late Sarmatian material (KovaLovszki 1980, 16. t./4;
S6skuTI 2010, 172, 1. k./10). The smoothed decoration also appeared on the fragments of wheel-thrown
jugs (PL I1/6). The analogies of it are known from Sarmatian territory and settlements in the vicinity
of Miskolc (VADAY-SZEKEREs 2001, fig. 24/1, 3; K. VEGH 1989, fig. 7/1; 14/9, 15; K. VEGH 1999, fig. 13/14;
19/12). In spite of the above mentioned, the large and roughly-tempered, so called ‘northern type’ storage
jars (P IV/8) were primarily used in the territory of the Przeworsk Culture (LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA
1969, 475; S006s 2014, 146, 7. k.; S00s 2016, fig. 5).

The dateable artefacts of the archaeological material are the Roman imports in the case of
Szilvasvarad as well. The grey Pannonian rib-decorated bowl — Ringschiissel — (Pl. VI) is characteristic
in the Germanic settlements of the Barbaricum from the second half of the 2™ century to the beginning
of the 3" century AD (ERDELYI-LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA 1971, obr. 9/9; LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA 1969,
480, Abb. 29/6-8; 14/3; as well as western part of Slovakia: VARSIK 2011, 190, obr. 102). The fragment of a
terra sigillata (Pl. VI) belongs to the rim of a type Dragendorff no. 31 vessel (GABLER 1968, 225; GABLER-
VADAY 1986, 25). This vessel form already appeared in Sarmatian territory as the product of workshops
in Middle Gallia, while in the region of the Danube Bend this type can be connected rather to the
Rheinzabern and Westerndorf workshops and it can also allow a later dating than in Great Hungarian
Plain (GABLER-VADAY 1992, 89 f,, 91).

The chronological interpretation of the above mentioned finds is particularly problematic. The most
important reason for this is the lack of an absolute chronological basis from the territories east of the
Danube in the period between the 2"-1* centuries BC and the 1#-2" centuries AD. The currently used
relative chronology also poses some problems. After the known analogies, the Celtic finds presented
here can be classified in the LT C phase, which according to the currently accepted view can be dated to
the 32" centuries BC. Furthermore, according to the present state of research the Early and Middle
La Teéne horizontal graveyards ceased at the end of the LT Cl phase and most of settlements were also
abandoned at this time (SzaBo6 2015, 60).

This change has been connected to the establishment of the oppida (FicHTL 2000, 31; SZABO
2015, 60). Currently it seems that Biikkszentlaszl6 was the most significant oppidum in the North
Hungarian Mountains. There were only small scale investigations inside the rampart in 1930 and 1958
(HELLEBRANDT 1992, 37). Beside some non-dateable metal artefacts mainly ceramic sherds was found.
Especially wheel-thrown types were published: bowls with S-profile (type II.1.1), semi-spherical bowls
with a thickened rim (type II.1.2), situlae with (type I1.2.2) or without (type I1.2.1) combed decoration,
different variants of the wheel-turned pots (Type I1.3) and small pots (type IL.5) as well as dolia (type
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I1.9) also occurred among settlement material (HELLEBRANDT 1992, fig. VI-X). Notwithstanding the
huge amount of ceramic material hand-made ware was barely present (HELLEBRANDT 1992, fig. V1/9, 12;
VIII/13). All the ceramic types unearthed in Biikkszentldszl are without exception present in Sajopetri
(SzaBO ET AL. 2007, fig. 47) and the other LT B2-Cl settlements (TANKO 2010, pl. 2-3).

However, beside the characteristic La Téne style wheel-thrown ware a significantamount of Scythian-
featured hand-made earthenware was also present in Sajopetri, Polgar and Matrasz6l6s, which were
abandoned at the end of the LT CI phase (SzaB6 2007, 319; TANKO 2010, 325). The Scythian-featured
hand-made ware only scarcely occurred in Biikkszentldszld as well as in Szilvasvarad. From this we can
conclude that the Middle La Téne pottery tradition still remained and earlier types were continuously
used in the Late La Téne period, while the Scythian-featured hand-made earthenware gradually disap-
peared from the assemblages in Northeast Hungary. Meanwhile, the proportion of wheel-thrown types
changed in settlement ceramic assemblages during the transition period from the Middle to Late La
Tene. It is conspicuous, that the amount of bowls with S-profile, situlae and pots increased, while dolia
and storage jars are also occured in large amounts in the ceramic assemblages. This can be observed in
Biikkszentldszld, and also in Szilvdsvarad.

On the other hand, the rate of hand-made pottery was an average of 60-80% in the conventional
Celtic settlements (Sajopetri: 76%: SZABO ET AL. 2007, 251; Matrasz6l6s: 88%: TANKO-VADAY 2010, 144
t.; Polgar: 57%: SzABO ET AL. 2008, 198). In the case of Szilvasvarad, if only the La Téne material is taken
into account, we can almost only count with wheel-thrown ware. In the contrary, Roman period pottery
was mostly hand-made, while the number of wheel-thrown ceramics is very low (Fig. 2).

GERMANIC

CELTIC 5

o0

I.Bowls | I.Pots | I. Small 1. II. Pots 1. 1. Small | 11 Jugs 1 1.

¥ T u f f | | pots | Bowls Situlas | pots | storage
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 0% - | | | | vessels

| m Germanic-type pottery 10 30 3 6 1 1 3 1 6

® WHEEL-TURNED HAND-MADE [ -
| m Celtic-type pottery | 3 | 12 7 | 8 | 3 | ‘ 1
Fig. 2. Statistical distribution of wheel-thrown Fig. 3. Statistical distribution of the main pottery
and hand-made ware from Szilvasvarad-Sport tér. types in Szilvasvarad-Sport tér (NMI).

If we analyse the La Tene wheel-thrown ware together with the Roman period hand-made earth-
enware, than the rate of hand-made pottery is approximately 70%, like in a typical Iron Age settlement.
Besides the fact that Late Iron Age and Roman period sherds frequently came from the same layer or
context in Szilvasvarad, the ceramic materials of the two periods functionally complemented each other:
the wheel-thrown fine ware was typical La Tene, while the roughly-tempered hand-made pottery was of
Germanic nature (Fig. 3).

The Roman period finds can be dated based on imports. These unique finds were made from the
end of the 2™ century to the turn of the 2" and 3™ centuries AD. However, it is questionable that,
how these determine the whole lifespan of the settlements? An important methodological problem of
the Roman period research, that the chronology of settlements is based on the chronology of Roman
imports. The stream of Roman artefacts to the Barbaricum had two highpoints. The first was in the time
around the Markomannic Wars, so from the second half of the 2™ century to the first half of the 3
centuries AD, and the second was in the end of the 4™ century AD. For this reason these chronological
basepoints ‘pull together’ or ‘narrow down’ the lifespan of the settlements to the decades after the time
of the Markomannic Wars and/or the end of the 4™ century AD. This problem is not only restricted to
East-Hungary, as Czech, Moravian and Slovakian territories are also affected (TEJRAL 1998, 187, Abb. 4).

The chronological problem of the 1* century AD partly originates from the above mentioned situ-
ation. Except for some isolated examples (BENADIK 1965; BUDINSKY-KRICKA-LAMIOVA-SCHMIEDLOVA
1990) we cannot date any settlements with certainty to this period of time neither in the territory of
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the Prezworsk Culture (GINDELE 2013, 12) nor the Sarmatian Barbaricum (ISTvANOVITS ET. AL. 2005;
IsTvANOVITS-KULCSAR 2005) in the eastern part of the Carpathian Basin. We have to note that the
depopulation of the Great Hungarian Plain and the North Hungarian Mountains is quite improbable in
the 1* centuries BC and AD.

A similar chronological problem can also be seen in Lesser Poland. M. Rudnicki analysed the rela-
tionship of the Celts and the Germanic peoples from a different archaeological aspects. He concluded
that the Przeworsk elements appeared relatively early in the local Celtic material, described earlier
as Tyniec group (WoZNIAK 1992; GODLOWSKI 1992, 13), from the end of the Middle La Téne period
(RupNICKI 2009, 293). According to this we can count with the parallel existence of the two ethnical
groups, but there are only a few archaeological evidences for a possible co-existence. The mixture of the
Celtic and the early Germanic material can also be observed in Moravia and the Czech Basin. These
findings were described as the Radovesice-Luzice or Odera-Wartha group (DROBERJAR 2006). As it
can be seen, the problem raised in the case of Szilvasvarad, Paszté (TANKO 2006) and the other sites in
Northeastern Hungary is not at all unique in the research of Barbaricum.

In summary, the joint interpretation of Late Iron Age and Early Roman period materials poses a
methodological problem (Pl. VI). Researchers of both of these two periods elaborated different typo-
chronological systems based on their own materials, a joint-section of which is difficult to interpret as
yet. Dating based on rapid changes results that the chronology of a material culture unchanged for a
long time will be seen unreasonably ‘short. On the other hand, this chronology is framed by two assur-
edly dateable basepoints: the Middle La Tene period and the time of the Markomannic Wars. For that
reason it seems as though there would not have been any archaeological data in East Hungary between
the 2"-1* centuries BC and the 1'-2"¢ centuries AD.

Therefore it is particularly difficult to interpret Celtic and Early Germanic finds unearthed in the
same context from Szilvdsvarad and similar sites. In the light of this further research is necessary to
prove or reject the possibility of relations between the Celts and the Germanic people.

Finally it have to mention that further investigations were carried out by Dob6 Istvan Castle Museum
of Eger on the site in 2016, where — among others — many Late Iron Age and Early Roman period finds
and different settlement structures were uncovered. We hope that the recently excavated territory of the
site proves many new information about the transitional period of La Téne and early Roman period and
it makes clear many unanswered question in Northeast-Hungary.
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