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Abstract. New fossil ophidian materials from the Late Miocene (MN 13) localities 
of Polgardi 2, Polgardi 4 “Lower”, Polgardi 4 “Upper” and Polgardi 5 (Hungary) 
are described. The ophidian assemblages contained at least ten different taxa: Colu­
ber hungaricus, Coluber sp., Coronella miocaenica sp.n., Elaphe kormosi, E. prae- 
longissima, E. szyndlari sp. n., Telescopus sp., Natrix cf. N. longivertebrata 
(Colubridae), Macrovipera gedulyi and Vipera sp. (Viperidae). All the taxa de­
scribed in this paper belonged to extant genera, which widely replaced those of 
older faunas prior to the Messinian crisis. The Polgardi localities produce the oldest 
fossil records of the genera Coronella and Telescopus, and, at the same time show 
the last occurrence of the genus Macrovipera in Central Europe. The composition 
of the snake assemblages of the Polgardi localities, slightly differing in age, may 
evidence the fluctuating climatic conditions, which favoured a rapid spread of small 
sized modern colubrine snakes of Asiatic origin in Europe.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Polgardi localities, bearing abundant vertebrate remains are well known in paleonto­
logical literature. Until now, five different fossil carst deposits have been distinguished in the 
carboniferous limestone quarries of Somló-Hill and Köszar-Hill, near the village of Polgardi 
(W-Hungary) (FREUDENTHAL &  KORDOS 1989). The age of the vertebrate assemblages ob­
tained from them may be defined as Pontian or Upper Turolian (mammalian biozone MN 13).

Szyndlar (1991a, 1991b), having re-examined of the type material of Coluber hungari­
cus, Elaphe kormosi and Vipera gedulyi coming from Polgardi 2, taxa previously studied by 
BOLKAY (1913) and SZUNYOGHY (1932), recognized only E. kormosi and V. gedulyi as valid 
species. Coluber hungaricus, based on a single quadrate, was considered by this author a to be 
nomen dubium. It should be added that the above authors never used vertebrae in their studies.

In my previous paper (VENCZEL 1994) I have redescribed the snake remains of Polgardi 2, 
considered as the classical locality, as well as remains coming from Polgardi 4 “Lower” and 
Polgardi 4 “Upper”, the latters corresponding to fossil assemblages coming from two different




