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Abstract 

The earliest forms of a dedicated scientific field for the study and research of new and emergent religious move-
ments had been established around the early 1960s through the work of prominent American and British sociolo-
gists and anthropologists. The aforementioned accelerated era  designated by grand historical events and major 
social changes , encouraged social sciences and humanities to reconsider fundamental technical concepts, such 
as religion itself, religiosity, spirituality, religious communities, and identities (etc.).  
The discourse that followed brought about the new umbrella term of new religious movements, with intentions of 
creating a minimal common categorical framework through which the numerous emergent religious formations 
could have been collectively regarded. Nevertheless, the term, which was designed to replace the former histori-
cally weighed, prejudiced, and thus problematic cult and sect designations, stirred even more intense disciplinary 
and methodological discourses, to which the respective scientific fields responded quite differently. These issues 
were further complicated by dynamics in public-, or nonacademic discourses, as well as by the embeddedness of 
certain terms in societal and academic langsuage. To complicate the issue, each of the utilized terms also had their 
own particular cultural, regional, and local characteristics. 
The submitted manuscript aims to provide an insight into these issues by undertaking a general clarification about 
a segment of the discourse, reflecting on the historical and associative contexts of the previous terminologies, 
while also attempting to highlight the differences between various disciplinary approaches, and  to a certain extent 

 discuss future challenges and prospects for the concept. 
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