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lexandre Ganoczy was born
on December 12, 1928 in
Budapest. He attended the
Széchenyi Istvan Grammar
School, and at the Seminarium Central
studied philosophy and history. In 1949,
he went to Paris and became a student of
the Seminar of the Archdiocese of Paris.
He was ordained on October 9th, 1953.
For nearly ten years he was a priest of the
Mission Catholique Hongroise. Between
1955 and 1957 he studied at the Institut
Catholique de Paris. A French family
supported his theological studies. They
financed his studies at the Pontifical
Gregorian University in 1961-63 as well.
There, in 1963, he received his PhD. His
thesis, Calvin, théologien de I’'Eglise
et du ministere, was published in the
“UnamSanctam” series led by Yves Congar
in 1964. With Congar’s help he went to

andczy Sandor Budapesten
sziiletett 1928. december 12-én.
A Széchenyi Gimnaziumban
érettségizett, a Kozponti
Szeminariumban filozofiai €s torténelmi
targyakat hallgatott. 1949-ben Périzsba
ment, a Parizsi FOéegyhdzmegye
szeminariumanak novendéke lett, 1953.
oktober 9-én szentelték pappa. Kozel
tiz évig a Mission Catholique Hongroise
egyik lelkésze volt. 1955-t61 57-ig
az Institut Catholique de Paris f6iskolan
tanult. Teologiai tanulmanyait egy francia
katolikus csalad tamogatta. 1961-63
kozott szintén segitségiikkel folytatta
tanulmanyait a rdmai
Gregoriana Egyetemen. 1963-ban
PhD doktori fokozatot szerzett, Calvinrol
de I’Eglise et du ministére cimmel —
1964-ben kozoltek az Yves Congar
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the Institut fiir Europdische Geschichte
in Mainz, where he went on researching
Calvin’s work for two years (scholarship,
1963-65). His first significant book, Le
jeune Calvin, Gengse et évolution de sa
vocation réformatrice, was published in
1966 in Wiesbaden. The English translation
The Young Calvin was issued in 1987 by
the Westminster Press, in the USA.

It was due to his research on Calvin’s
work that he could take part at the Second
Vatican Council (1962-65), as he was the
author of several Latin texts used by the
bishops during the discussions.

Between 1965 and 1966 he worked at

the Institut fiir Okumenische Forschung

in Tiibingen. He habilitated in 1967 in
dogmatic and ecumenical theology at

the Faculty of Catholic Theology of the
University of Miinster. From 1967 to 1971,
he taught at the Institut Catholique in Paris
and at the University of Miinster.

In 1968 he was appointed counsellor

to the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity. In 1969 he received a PhD
in philosophy at the Sorbonne. From 1972
to 1996, he was director of the department
of dogmatic theology at the University of
Wiirzburg, and besides he could continue
his research on Calvin in the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft between 1974
and 1983. He is now professor emeritus,
and lives in France.

His other fields of research focus on

the relations between Catholicism and
Reformation, systematic theology and
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iranyitasa alatt all6 UnamSanctam
sorozatban. Congar segitségével a mainzi
Institut fiir Européische Geschichte
kutatointézet 6sztondijasaként folytatta
Calvin-kutatésait. Jelentds miivét Le

jeune Calvin. Genese et évolution de sa
vocation réformatrice 1966-ban adtak

ki Wiesbadenben; az angol forditas

a philadelphiai Westminster Press
gondozasaban (The Young Calvin) 1987-
ben jelent meg.

Calvin-kutatasainak révén vehetett részt

a II. Vatikani Zsinaton (1962-65), szdmos
latin nyelvii szoveget irt a vitakban részt
vevo plspokok szamara.

1965-66-ban a tiibingeni Institut fiir
Okumenische Forschung-ban dolgozott.
1967-ben habilitalt dogmatikus és
okumenikus teologiabol a Miinsteri
Egyetem Romai Katolikus Teologiai
Fakultasan, 1967-1971 kozott
parhuzamosan tanitott Parizsban az Institut
Catholique-on és a Miinster1 Egyetemen.
1968-ban kineveztek a vatikani
Keresztények Egységének Titkarsaga
tanacsaddjava. 1969-ben filozofiai
doktoratust szerzett a Sorbonne-on.
1972-1996 kozott a Wiirzburgi Egyetem
Hittudomanyi Karan a dogmatikai tanszek
vezetOje volt, 1974-1983 kozott a Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft keretében
folytatni tudta Calvin-kutatasait is. Jelenleg
professor emeritus, €s Franciaorszagban ¢€l.
Mas kutatasi teriiletei kozott szerepel

a katolicizmus ¢és a reformacio,

a szisztematikus teologia €s a

FILOZOFIAI ES TORTENETTUDOMANYOK
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natural sciences, as well as the challenges
of our age. In his opinion the most urgent
questions 1in the field of theological
sciences are the role of women, the
theology of animals and the role of

the Church in our changing world. He
stresses the importance of dialog, and
states that theology should progress as
none of the natural sciences could exist
without progress. In his book Introduction
to Catholic Sacramental Theology
(published in English in 2008) he provides
a complete overview of the history of
Catholic sacramental theology and a clear
explanation of contemporary theological
developments. The “classical” teaching

of the Council of Trent and its later
theological formulations are compared to
the new theological language of the Second
Vatican Council and the ”personalist”
theologies of modern thinkers such as Karl
Rahner and Edward Schillebeeckx. Using
the concepts of modern communication
theory, he envisions the sacraments as
events of communication in the life of the
concrete faith community, in which each
sacrament has its own particular form and
purpose.

The number of his publications exceeds
200. Most of them were written in German
and French but a great number was
translated into English, Italian, Spanish and
other languages — even in Korean. Many
are also available in Hungarian — among
them the volume ,,Hataron innen, hataron
tul. Teologiai parbeszédek™ (published
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természettudomanyok kozotti kapcsolat,
illetve korunk kihivasai. Véleménye
szerint a teoldgiai tudomanyok elott

allo legfontosabb kérdések a nok

szerepe, az allatok teologiaja és az
egyhaz szerepe szenvedo €s valtozo
vilagunkban. A parbeszéd és a szeretet
jelentdséget hangsulyozza, Gigy véli, hogy
a teologianak fejlodnie kell, hasonldan

a természettudomanyokhoz, amelyek
nem létezhetnének, ha nem a kutatasbol
indulnanak ki. A Bevezetés a katolikus
szentségtanba (magyar kiadas 2006) teljes
attekintést ad a katolikus szentsegtan
torténetérdl, €s vilagos magyarazatot
nyujt a jelen teoldgiai fejleményeihez.

A Tridenti Zsinat tanait €s a késobbi
teologiai megnyilvanulasokat 0sszeveti

a Masodik Vatikani Zsinatnak a modern
kor kérdéseire valaszolo tanitasaival

¢s az olyan modern gondolkodok

Rahner és Edward Schillebeecx. A modern
kommunikacioelmélet fogalmait hasznalja,
a szentségekre a konkrét hitkozosség
¢letének eseménykommunikacidjaként
tekint, ahol minden szentségnek megvan
a maga sajatos formaja és célja.
Miveinek szadma meghaladja a 200-at.
Tobbségiiket németiil és franciaul irta,

de sok miivét szamos nyelvre, angolra,
olaszra, spanyolra — s6t még koreaira

1s — leforditottak. Tobb miive magyarul

1s olvashatd — koztiik a Hataron innen,
hataron tal. Teologiai parbeszédek cimi
kotet (2009, Szent Istvan Tarsulat),
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by the Szent Istvan Tarsulat in 2009) and
papers in the periodicals, among others
Magyar Tudomany, Teologia and Vigilia.
Alexandre Ganoczy is doctor honoris causa
of the University of Geneva (1982), the
Karoli Gaspar University of the Reformed
Church in Hungary (1994) and the Babes-
Bolyai University in Cluj (2018). In 2009,
he was awarded the Stephanus prize.

He was lecturer at several international
conferences, also in Hungary. In 2017,

he was keynote speaker at the conference
of theology teachers on Reformation and
Ecumenical Dialogue (Reformacio ¢€s
Okumenikus Parbeszéd) at the Faculty

of Theology of the Pazmany Péter
Catholic University. On this occasion
interviews were made and published in
the periodicals Teologia and Vigilia. In
2017, he held seminars and read lectures
at the Posticum in Oradea for the students
of four universities. In 2018, when he
became doctor honoris causa, he also read
a lecture and was interviewed in Cluj; both
of them are available on YouTube. He is
one of the initiators and supporters of the
Shekinah Research Institute for Theology
in Budapest.

In honour of his 75th birthday, the
Festschrift Grenzgédnge der Theologie:
Professor Alexandre Ganoczy zum 75.
Geburtstag was published in Miinster.

In 2013, Alexandre Ganoczy was elected
external member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences in the Section of
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illetve a Magyar Tudomany, a Teologia €s
Vigilia €s mas folyoiratokban megjelent
tanulmanyai.

Diszdoktora a Genfi Egyetemnek

(1982), a Karoli Gaspar Reformatus
Egyetemnek (1994) és a Babes-Bolyai
Tudomanyegyetemnek (2018). 2009-ben
Stephanus-dijat kapott.

Sok nemzetkozi konferencidn tartott
eldadast, Magyarorszagon is. 2017-

ben 0 eldado volt a Pazmany Péter
Katolikus Egyetem Hittudomanyi Karan,
a Reformacié és Okumenikus Parbeszéd
cimi Teologiai Tanarok Konferenciajan.
Ebbdl az alkalombol tobb interjut
készitettek vele, amelyek megjelentek

a Teologia ¢€s a Vigilia folyoiratokban.
2017-ben a nagyvaradi Posticumon négy
kiilonbozd egyetem hallgatoinak tartott
eldadasokat €s szeminariumokat. 2018-
ban, amikor Kolozsvaron diszdoktorra
valasztottak, szintén tartott el6adast,
amely a vele folytatott beszélgetessel
egyiitt elérhetod a youtube-on. Egyik
tamogatoja a budapesti Shekinah Teologiai
Kutatointézetnek.

75. sziiletésnapja alkalmabol Miinsterben
Festsschriftet adtak ki a Grenzgédnge der
Theologie: Professor Alexandre Ganoczy
zum 75. Geburtstag cimmel.

2013-ban a Magyar Tudomanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak

a Filozofiai ¢és Torténettudomanyok
Osztalyaban. Székfoglalo eloadasat 2014.

_ majus 29-¢n tartotta Allati ember — emberi

FILOZOFIAI ES TORTENETTUDOMANYOK
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Philosophy and Historical Sciences. He allat cimmel.
read his inaugural speech Allati ember —
emberi allat on the 29th of May 2014.
Contact Kapcsolat
Universitit Wiirzburg: Universitiat Wiirzburg:
https://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/startseite/ https://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/startseite/
Personal: Személyes:
Tel: + 331 43469438 Tel: + 331 43469438
E-mail: alexandre.ganoczy(@wanadoo.fr E-mail: alexandre.ganoczy@wanadoo.fr
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