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dith A. Moravcsik was born in
Budapest on 2 May 1939. Her
father, Gyula Moravcsik was a
professor of Greek philology,
who knew German, Russian, French,
Modern Greek, Ancient Greek, Latin
and even some Turkish. As a child, she
took lessons in German and English with
private teachers, in school, she studied
Russian, Latin, and Ancient Greek. As
she said in an interview made by Julia
Kortvélyessy in 2016 (SKASE Journal of
Theoretical Linguistics, 2016. 13/1) she
“was not good at speaking languages, but
grammar intrigued her and in particular,
how the grammars of languages differed”.
She graduated from high school in 1957,
and for political reasons she chose the
politically neutral languages — Latin and

oravcsik Edit Budapesten

sziiletett 1939. majus

2-4n. Edesapja, Moravcsik

Gyula a gorog filozofia
professzora volt, tudott németiil, oroszul,
franciaul, 6- és ujgordgil, latinul és
valamennyire torokiil is. Gyermekkordban
Edit magantanaroktol németiil és angolul
tanult, az iskoldban pedig oroszt, latint €s
O6gorogot. Kortvélyessy Julia 2016-ban
interjut (SKASE Journal of Theoretical
Linguistics, 2016. 13/1) készitett vele,
amelyben tobbek kozott ezt mondta: ,,nem
voltam jo az idegen nyelvii beszédben,
de a nyelvtan, kiilondsen az egyes nyelvek
nyelvtananak kiillonbozdsége felkeltette
a kivancsisagomat.” 1957-ben érettségizett,
politikai okok miatt a politikailag semleges
latin és gordg szakon folytatta egyetemi
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Greek — for her university studies. In

1962 she received her final diploma and

in 1963 her doctoral diploma in Classics
at E6tvOs Lorand University. In 1964

she immigrated to the US. In 1964-66

she was instructor at the Department of
Classics in Vassar College (Poughkeepsie,
New York). In 1966 she was offered a
teaching assistantship to teach Hungarian
at Indiana University, Bloomington, IN,
where in 1968 she obtained her MA and

in 1971 her PhD in Linguistics. Between
1968 and 1976 she was a researcher at
Stanford University and UCLA. Since
1976 she has been at the Department of
(Foreign Languages and) Linguistics at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee — in
1976-1981 as assistant professor, in 1981-
98 as associate professor, in 1998-2009 as
full professor and since 2009 as professor
emerita. She was visiting professor at
several European universities in Austria,
Germany and Hungary.

Her research interests are language
typology, syntax, language universals,
Hungarian grammar, and cognitive
science. In addition to a number of articles
and edited books, she has published An
Introduction to Syntax (Continuum, 2006),
An Introduction to Syntactic Theory
(Continuum, 2006) and Introducing
Language Typology (Cambridge University
Press, 2012) “Textbooks like Moravcsik’s
Introducing Language Typology are hard to
find. In a clear, logical and readable style,
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tanulmanyait. 1962-ben klasszika
filologia szakos diplomat, 1963-ban
doktoratust szerzett az E6tvos Lordnd
Tudomanyegyetemen. 1964-ben az USA-
ba emigralt. 1964-66-ban a Vassar College
(Poughkeepsie, New York) Klasszika
Filologia Tanszékén volt tanarsegéd. 1966-
ban a bloomingtoni Indiana Egyetemtdl
ajanlatot kapott, hogy tanulméanyai mellett
tanitson magyar nyelvet. 1968 MA, 1971-
ben PhD fokozatot szerzett nyelvészetbdl.
1968 és 1976 kozott kutatdmunkat végzett
a Stanford Egyetemen és a UCLA-n. 1976
ota a Wisconsin Egyetem, Milwaukee
(Idegen nyelvi és) Nyelveészeti Tanszékén
dolgozik, 1976-81-ben adjunktus, 1981-
98-ban docens, 1998-2009-ben professzor
volt. 2009 6ta professor emerita. Tobb
eurdpai egyetemen (Ausztridban,
Németorszagban és Magyarorszagon) volt
vendégprofesszor.

F6 kutatasi terlilete a nyelvtipoldgia,

a szintaxis, a nyelvi univerzalék,

a magyar nyelvtan és a kognitiv tudomany.
Szamos tanulménya ¢€s szerkesztett kitete
mellett szerzdje az Introduction to Syntax
(Continuum, 2006), az Introduction to
Syntactic Theory (Continuum, 2006)

¢s az Introducing Language Typology
(Cambridge University Press, 2012)

cimii 6nallo koteteknek. ,,Alig lehet

olyan tankonyvet talalni, mint Moravcsik
Introducing Language Typology cimii
kotete. Vilagos, logikus és olvasmanyos
stilusban vezeti be a hallgatokat

NYELV- ES IRODALOMTUDOMANYOK
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she introduces students not only to the
basic concepts and methods in linguistic
typology but also to the fundamentals

of linguistics. This textbook will be
appreciated and loved by students and
lecturers alike for many years to come”
(reviewed by Jae Jung Song, University of
Otago).

She was member of the editorial board

of the following journals and series:

Acta Linguistica Hungarica (1999-2009),
Linguistic Typology (1996-2003), Studies
in Language (1989-2009), Studies in
Language Companion Series (1992-2009),
Language (1981-1984), Innovations

in Linguistic Education (1979-1981),
Comparative Handbooks of Linguistics
(with Andrej Malchukov; de Guyter
Mouton) (2015to date) and editor of the
working paper series Working Papers on
Language Universals, Stanford University,
1969-1976. (The Stanford Universals
Project [headed by Joseph Greenberg and
Charles Ferguson], the final outcome of
which was the four volumes of Universals
of Human Language, was sponsored by the
National Science Foundation of the USA
from the late 1960s through 1976.)

In addition she has been committee
member of the following organizations:
Scientific Committee of the Societas
Linguistica Europea, 2010 todate,
Executive Committee of the Linguistic
Society of America (1997-1999),
EUROTYP (an international language-
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a nyelvtipologia alapvetd fogalmai mellett
a nyelvészet alapkérdéseibe. Sok-sok éven
at fogjak szeretni didkok és tandrok ezt

a konyvet” —irta rola Jae Jung Song, Otago
Egyetem.

A kovetkezo folyoiratok €s sorozatok
szerkesztObizottsdganak volt tagja: Acta
Linguistica Hungarica (1999-2009),
Linguistic Typology (1996-2003), Studies
in Language (1989-2009), Studies in
Language Companion Series (1992-2009),
Language (1981-1984), Innovations

in Linguistic Education (1979-1981),
Comparative Handbooks of Linguistics
(Andrej Malchukovval, de Guyter Mouton)
(2015-t6l napjainkig). 1969-t61 1976-

ig szerkesztdje volt a Stanford Egyetem
Working Papers on Language Universals
cimii munkadokumentum-sorozatnak (The
Stanford University project, vezetéi Joseph
Greenberg ¢s Charles Ferguson),

a projekt eredménye a Universals of Human
Language négy kotete. A projektet az USA
National Science Foundation tdmogatta

az 1960-as évek vegétdl 1976-1g.
Bizottsagi tagja (volt) a kovetkezd
szervezeteknek: Societas Linguistica
Europea Tudoményos Bizottsaga (2010-
t6] napjainkig), Amerikai Nyelvészeti
Tarsasadg Végrehajtd Bizottsaga (1997-
1999), EUROTYP (a European Scientific
Foundation altal timogatott nemzetkozi
nyelvtipoldgiai projekt, 1989-1994),

a National Science Foundation Nyelvészeti
Program tanacsado testiilete (1979-1981).

NYELV- ES IRODALOMTUDOMANYOK
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typological project sponsored by the
European Science Foundation) (1989-
1994), Advisory Panel, Linguistics
Program, National Science Foundation
(1979-1981). She was consultant for the
project “Language typology and syntactic
fieldwork” (1976-1978) and conference
chair of several of the Annual Linguistics
Symposia at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee (1977-1996).

She held oral presentations at professional
meetings and institutions in Austria
(Vienna), Czech Republic (Prague), Estonia
(Tartu), Germany (Cologne, Giessen,
Konstanz, Leipzig, Marburg), Hungary
(Budapest, Debrecen), Italy (Naples), the
Netherlands (Amsterdam, Groningen),
Portugal (Lisbon), Switzerland (Zurich),
United Kingdom (Brighton) and various
places in the US.

She received several grants from the
National Science Foundation. In 2016 she
became distinguished alumna at Indiana
University, Department of Linguistics.

In 2019 she was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

in the Section of Linguistics and Literary
Scholarship
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Konzulense a ,,LLanguage Typology and
Syntactic Fieldwork™ projektnek (1976-
1978), {6 szervezdje volt tobb, a University
Wisconsin-Milwaukee-n évente szervezett
nyelvészeti szimpdziumnak.

Eldadésokat tartott szakmai konferencidkon
¢s intézetekben Ausztriaban (Bécsben),

a Cseh Koztarsasagban (Pragaban),
Esztorszagban (Tartuban), Németorszagban
(Ko6lnben, Giessenben, Konstanzban,
Lipcsében, Marburgban), Magyarorszdgon
(Budapesten, Debrecenben), Hollandidban
(Amszterdamban, Groningenben),
Portugalidban (Lisszabonban), Svajcban
(Ziirichben), az Egyesiilt Kiralysagban
(Brightonban) és az USA kiilonb6z6
varosaiban.

Tobb grantot nyert a National Science
Foundation-tdl. 2016-ban az Indiana
Egyetem Nyelvészeti Tanszékének kivalo
alumndja lett.

2019-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
kiils6 tagjava valasztottak a Nyelv- és
Irodalomtudomanyok Osztalyaban.
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Contact Kapcsolat
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
College of Letters & Science College of Letters & Science
Department of Linguistics Department of Linguistics
WI 53201-0413 Milwaukee, P.O. Box 413 WI 53201-0413 Milwaukee, P. O. Box 413
Tel.: +1 414 3320141 Tel.: +1 414 3320141
E-mail: edith@uwm.edu E-mail: edith@uwm.edu
Web: https://uwm.edu/linguistics/people/ Honlap: https://uwm.edu/linguistics/people/
moravcsik-edith/ moravcsik-edith/
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