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eorg S. Springer was born
in Budapest on 12 December
1933. He maturated from
the Berzsenyi Daniel
Grammar School then attended the
Technical University of Budapest. In 1956
he had only one term to finish and get the
diploma, but because of his participation
in the revolution he had to leave Hungary.
He went to Sydney, Australia, where
his uncle had been living. He wanted to
finish his studies, however, it was not
easy, as he knew no word in English and
the University of Sydney recognized
only 2,5 year of his studies in Budapest.
However, he received his Bachelor degree
in Engineering at the University of Sydney
in 1959. With the support of the Colonial
Sugar Company he went to the Yale

pringer Gyorgy Budapesten
szlletett 1933. december 12-én.
A Berzsenyi Daniel
Gimnaziumban érettségizett,
majd a Budapesti Miiszaki Egyetemen
folytatta tanulmanyait. 1956-ban mar
csak egy fél éve volt hatra a diploma
megszerzés€ig, de mivel részt vett
a forradalomban, el kellett hagynia
Magyarorszagot. Ausztralidba, Sydney-be
ment, mivel mar itt élt a nagybatyja. Be
akarta fejezni az egyetemet, de ez nem
volt kdnnyti, mert egy szo6t sem tudott
angolul és a Sydney Egyetem csak 2,5
évet ismert el budapesti tanulmanyaibol.
1959-ben mégis gépészmerndki Bachelor
fokozatot szerzett a Sydney Egyetemen. A
Colonial Sugar Company tamogatasaval
a Yale Egyetemre ment, ahol 1960-ban
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University, where he received his MEng
in 1960, his MS in 1961 and his PhD in
1962. (Here he met his wife, Susan Flory
Springer, the daughter of the later Nobel-
laureate Paul Flory.)

In 1962-67 he was assistant professor
of mechanical engineering at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), Cambridge, in 1967-1983 professor
of mechanical engineering at the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. In 1983 he
joined the Department of Aeronautics and
Astronautics at Stanford University. He
was appointed department chair in 1990
and served in this position until 2001. (He
followed professor Nicholas Hoff.) He
was named the Paul Pigott Professor of
Engineering in 1994. Since 2009 he has
been professor emeritus. In 2012 he gave
up teaching but he is still an active member
of the department.

His research focuses on the design of
composite structures, including aircraft
and spacecraft, sporting equipment and
biomedical devices, and holds two patents
in the latter field. He is the author/co-
author of 12 books and more than 200
scientific papers. He is a highly cited
researcher in Materials Science.

He was a consultant to NASA, the US
Air Force and Navy, major aerospace and
automotive companies, America’s Cup
syndicates, served as a director and senior
technical advisor to Hexcel, the largest
manufacturer of composite materials, and
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MEng, 1961-ben MS, 1962-ben pedig
PhD fokozatot szerzett. (Itt talalkozott
feleségével, Susan Flory Springerrel, a
késobbi Nobel-dijas Paul Flory lanyaval.)

1962-67-ben docens volt a
Massachusetts-1 Miiszaki Egyetemen
(MIT) Cambridge-ben, 1967-83-ban
gépészmérnodk professzor a Michigan
Egyetemen, Ann Arbor-ban. 1983-ban
kezdett dolgozni a Stanford Egyetem
Repiilési és Urhajozasi Tanszékén, 1990-
t6l 2001-ig tanszé¢kvezetd dékan volt. (A
tansz¢k alapitdja a magyar szarmazasu
Hoff Miklos volt.) 1994-ben lett Paul
Pigott professzor, 2009-t61 professor
emeritus. 2012-ben hagyta abba
a tanitast, de ma is aktiv tagja a tanszéknek.

Kutatasi teriilete a tartoszerkezetek,
kompozit szerkezetek tervezése €s
alkalmazésa repiildgépeken, tirhajokon,
sporteszkozokben €s biomedikai
eszkozokben. Ez utobbi teriileten két
szabadalma is van. 12 konyv €s 200-
nal tobb tanulmany szerzdje és/vagy
tarsszerzdje. A Materials Science sokszor
idézett kutatgja.

Tanacsaddja volt a NASA-nak, az USA
légierejének és haditengerészetének,
a legjelentdsebb tirhajozasi €s autdipari
tarsasagoknak, az Amerika Kupa
Szindikatusnak, igazgatdja és miiszaki
fotanacsadoja volt a Hexcelnek, a
legnagyobb kompozit anyagokat gyarto
cégnek, és tagja volt a Golf Digest
tandcsado testiiletének. FOszerkesztdje
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served on the Academic Advisory Board
of Golf Digest. He 1s Editor-in-Chief of
the Journal of Reinforced Plastics and
Composites, an important archival journal
in composites.

Professor Springer was elected to the US
National Academy of Engineering in 1994.
He is fellow of the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)
and the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME). He is fellow of the
Society for the Advancement of Materials
and Process Engineering (SAMPE),
member of the American Physical Society
and the American Society of Composites
Licensed Professional Engineer,
Massachusetts.

He is honorary member of the Hungarian
Academy of Engineering, doctor honoris
causa of the Budapest Technical University
(2000) and the University of Sydney
(2007).

Recognitions of his achievements in the
field of composites have been numerous:
the Ralph Teetor Award of the Society of
Automobile Engineers in 1978, Public
Service Group Achievement-Award of
the NASA (1988), the Delmonte Award
of the Society for the Advancement of
Material and Process Engineering (1991),
the Worcester Reed Warner Medal of
the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (1994), Aerospace Engineer of
the Year of the ATAA (1995), Distinguished
Researcher-Award (1997) and, among
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volt a Journal of Reinforced Plastics and
Composites szakfolyoiratnak.

Springer professzort 1994-ben
tagjava valasztotta az Amerikai Nemzeti
Mérndkakadémia. Tagja az Amerikai
Repiilési és Urhajézasi Intézetnek
(AIAA) és az Amerikai Gépészmeérnokok
Tarsasaganak (ASME). Tagja az Amerikai
Anyag- ¢és Gyartasfejlesztési Tarsasagnak
(SAMPE), az Amerikai Fizikai
Tarsasagnak €s az American Society
of Composites Licensed Professional
Engineer, Massachusetts-nek.

Tiszteletbeli tagja a Magyar
Mérnokakadémianak, doctor honoris causa
a Budapesti Miiszaki Egyetemen (2000) és
a Sydney Egyetemen (2007).

A kompozitok teriiletén elért
eredményeiért szamos elismerésben
részesiilt: Ralph Teeter Dij (Autoipari
M¢érnokok Tarsasaga, 1978), NASA-
dij (1988), Delmonte Dij (Anyag- és
Gyartasfejlesztési Tarsasag, 1991),
Worcester Reed Warner Erem (Amerikai
Gépészmernokok Tarsasaga, 1994),

Az ¢év replilomérnoke (AIAA, 1995),
Kivalé Kutatd Dij (1997) és Szerkezetek,
Szerkezeti Dinamika €s Anyagok Dij
(Repiilési és Urhajozasi Intézet, 2000).

Az 1970-es évektdl gyakran jart
Magyarorszagon, szoros kapcsolata van
magyar kollégakkal. 2018. november 4-én
eléadast tartott a Free Magyar Reformed
Church szervezésében a kaliforniai
Redwood Cityben, magyar nyelven
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others, the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics; Structures,
Structural Dynamics and Materials Award
in 2000.

Since the 1970’s he has often visited
Hungary and has close connections with
colleges in Hungary. On 4th November
2018 he read a lecture “From Budapest
to Stanford — with work, help and luck”
at the Free Magyar Reformed Church in
Redwood City (CA). On this occasion an
interview was published on Index “Az ,56-
os magyar, aki elmenekiilt és lirsebességre
kapcsolt” made by Barna Szasz supported
by the Hungarian Initiatives Foundation.
Here he says in Hungarian: I have worked
a lot but I have had luck too and have got
help when needed. I cannot influence help
but I can help others. I have helped more
than 10 Hungarian researchers here and
mentored 60 PhD students.

https://index.hu/techtud/tortenelem/2018/
10/23/springer gyorgy george urrepules
budapest stanford 1956 oktober 23/

An oral history from 2016 is available at
https://purl.stanford.edu/dc239¢cr5196

Professor Springer was a tank
commander, played ice hockey and raced
sailboats for a living, and he played golf.

In 1995 he was elected external member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in
the Section of Engineering Sciences. He
read his inaugural speech Szalerdsitésii
milanyag szerkezetek gyartasanak elmélete
¢s gyakorlata on 11 December 1995.

SPRINGER GYORGY

Budapesttdl Stanfordig — munkéval,
segitséggel, szerencsével cimmel. Ebbdl
az alkalombdl egy interjut tett kozz¢é az
Index Az >56-o0s magyar, aki elmenekiilt
¢s Ursebességre kapcsolt cimmel. Az
interjut Szasz Barna készitette a Hungarian
Initiatives Foundation tdmogatasaval. Itt
mondja tobbek kozott: ,,Sokat dolgoztam,
de szerencsém is volt, €s segitséget is
kaptam, amikor kellett. A szerencsére nincs
befolyasom, a segitséget viszont probalom
¢én is tovabbadni mindenkinek. T6bb mint
10 magyar kutatot segitettem itt, €s 60
doktorandusz témajat vezettem”.

https://index.hu/techtud/
tortenelem/2018/10/23/springer
gyorgy george urrepules budapest
stanford 1956 oktober 23/

2016-ban oral history is késziilt vele,
elérhetd: https://purl.stanford.edu/
dc239cr5196

Springer professzor vezetett tankot,
jéghokizott, vitorlazott €s golfozott.

1995-ben a Magyar Tudoméanyos
Akadémia kiilsO tagjava valasztottak
a Miiszaki Tudomanyok Osztalyaban.
Székfoglald eléadasat 1995. december
11-én tartotta Szalerdsitésii miianyag
szerkezetek gyartasanak elmélete és
gyakorlata cimmel.
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We asked three questions to
Professor George Springer.
The questions and his short answers
follow.

1. Hungary is very proud of its ,,grey
matter”, the scientific performance is
considered one of the country’s most
important results. How important do you
think Hungary is in the scientific world of
the 21st century?

George Springer: 1 cannot answer this
question in general. In my area of expertise
(polymeric composite materials) Hungarian
scientists are well known.

2. A great number of excellent
Hungarian scientists live and work outside
Hungary. What do you think of your
national and professional identity with
reference to your scientific career?

George Springer: Although my
Hungarian origin was (and is) well known
I never felt my national identity affected
my career.

3. We live in a changing world facing
problems unknown earlier. Which areas of
research can meet the most urgent demands
of our days?

George Springer: Two of the most
important issues are energy and the
environment.

SPRINGER GYORGY

Harom kérdést tettiink fol Springer
Gyorgy professzor urnak. A kérdéseket
és a rovid valaszokat az alabbiakban
kozoljiik.

1. Magyarorszag nagyon biiszke
a sziirkedllomanyéra, a tudoményos
teljesitmény az orszag egyik legfontosabb
eredményének szamit. Hogyan itéli meg
Magyarorszagnak a 21. szazadi tudomany
vilagdban betoltott szerepét?

Springer Gyorgy: Nem tudok altalanos
valaszt adni a kérdésre. Szakteriiletemen
(polimer kompozit anyagok) a magyar
tudoésokat jol ismerik.

2. Sok magyar tudos ¢l és dolgozik
Magyarorszag hatarain kiviil. Milyen
Osszefiliggést lat nemzeti/etnikai
hovatartozasa €s tudomanyos palyafutasa
kozott?

Springer Gyorgy: Bar magyar
szarmazasom mindig ismert volt, soha
nem éreztem, hogy nemzeti identitasom
befolyasolta volna a palyamat.

3. Véaltozo6 vilagunkban kordbban
ismeretlen problémakkal szembestiliink.
Vélemeénye szerint melyik tudomanyteriilet
kutatasai adhatnak leginkabb valaszt
korunk legégetdbb kérdéseire?

Springer Gyorgy: A két legfontosabb
teriilet az energia ¢és a kdrnyezet.
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Contact

Stanford University
Department of Aeronautics and
Astronautics

CA 94305-6072 Stanford,

450 Serra Mall

US

Tel: +1 650 7234135; +1 650 4948348
E-mail: gspringer(@stanford.edu
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Kapcsolat

Stanford University
Department of Aeronautics and
Astronautics

CA 94305-6072 Stanford,

450 Serra Mall

US

Tel: +1 650 7234135; +1 650 4948348
E-mail: gspringer(@stanford.edu
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