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aszlo Zsido was born in Brasov/
I Romania, on 22 February 1946. He
attended the No 4 Mixed Hungarian

Secondary School, the legal successor of the
Catholic High School, and, after its cessation
in 1960, he finished his study at the Hungarian
section of the Unirea Lyceum. (Since 1992
there is again Hungarian lyceum at Bragov,
the Aprily Lajos Grammar School.) His father
was a well-known teacher of mathematics at
the same school. He was mentored by a friend
of their family, headmaster and mathematician
Jozsef Wildt, and was gold medal winner at
the International Mathematical Olympiad
in Wroclaw in 1963. He went on studying
mathematics at the University of Bucharest/
Romania, where he received Master Degree
in 1968 and PhD in 1973. His supervisor was
professor Ciprian Foias and the title of his
thesis was Topological decompositions of W*-
algebras. In 1968-1979 he was research fellow
at several research institutes in Bucharest/

sidé Laszlo Brassoban (Roméania)
2 sziiletett 1946. februar 22-én.

1960-1963 kozott a kdzépiskolat a brassoi
4-es szaml Magyar Vegyes Kozépiskolaban, a
Katolikus Fégimnazium jogutddjaban kezdte
el, majd annak felszdmolésa utan 1960-ban,
az Unirea Liceum magyar tagozatan fejezte
be. (1992-ben ujra magyar gimnazium alakult
Brassoban Aprily Lajos Fégimnazium néven.)
Edesapja ugyanitt volt elismert matematikatanar.
Csaladi baratjuk, dr. Wildt Jozsef iskolaigazgatd
¢s matematikatanar kiilon foglalkozott vele
matematikabol, 1963-ban aranyérmet nyert a
wroclawi Nemzetkdzi Matematikai Olimpian.
A Bukaresti Egyetemen folytatta matematikai
tanulmanyait, 1968-ban MA-, 1973-ban
PhD-fokozatot szerzett. Témavezetdje Ciprian
Topological decompositions of W*-algebras.
1968 ¢és 1979 kozott bukaresti kutatdintézetek
munkatarsa, 1979-80-ban a németorszagi
Miinsterben kutat6 volt. 1980-t6l 1990-ig a
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Romania, and in 1979-1980 at the University
of Muenster/Germany. In 19801990 he

was Professor at the University of Stuttgart/
Germany and, from 1990 until his retirement
in 2016, he has been full professor of
mathematical analysis at the University of
Rome “Tor Vergata”. Since 2018 he is active
as pensioned professor at the Mathematics
Department of University of Rome ”Tor
Vergata”.

His areas of research include functional
analysis (especially operator algebras

and spectral theory), harmonic analysis,
generalized functions and ergodic theory. He
is author/coauthor of more than 80 papers in
internationally reputed journals. In the first
years of his career his works were published
in Romanian, the “Lectures on von Neumann
Algebras” (Lectii de algebre von Neumann,
Editura Academiei Republicii Socialiste
Romania, 1975, together with professor
Serban Stratild, translated into English in 1979
and with a second edition in 2019) received
the Simion Stoilov award of the Romanian
Academy of Sciences in 1975.

He was participant of a great number of
international conferences and workshops

all over the world, and lectured in several
languages (Hungarian, Romanian, English,
German, French, Italian and Russian).

He is member of the American Mathematical
Society, the Deutsche Mathematiker-
Vereinigung, the European Mathematical
Society, the Mathematical Association of
America, the Soci¢té Mathématique de France,
the Unione Matematica Italiana. He is member
of the editorial board of the Journal of Operator
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Stuttgarti Egyetem professzora. 1990-t6]
2016-0s nyugdijazasaig a Romai ,,Tor Vergata”
Egyetem matematikai analizis tanszékének
kinevezett professzora. 2016 6ta nyugalmazott
professzorként tevékenykedik a Romai ,, Tor
Vergata” egyetem matematikai részlegén.

F6 kutatési teriiletei a funkciondlanalizis
(operator algebrai €s spektralelméleti
stulyponttal), a harmonikus analizis, az
altalanositott fliiggvények ¢és az ergodelmélet.
Tobb mint nyolcvan, nemzetkdzileg elismert
szakfolydiratban megjelent tanulmany szerzdje
¢s/vagy tarsszerzdje. Palyafutasanak kezdetén irt
miivel el6szor romanul jelentek meg — a Serban
Stratila professzorral kozosen irt Lectures

on von Neumann Algebras (Lectii de algebre
von Neumann, Editura Academiei Republicii
Socialiste Romania) kétet 1975-ben megkapta a
Romén Tudomanyos Akadémia Simion Stoilov-
dijat — az angol kiadas 1979-ben jelent meg,
majd egy masodik kiadast 2019-ben adott ki a
Cambridge University Press.

Szamos nemzetkdzi konferencidn, workshopon
vett részt szerte a vilagon, tobb nyelven —
magyarul, romanul, angolul, németiil, franciaul,
olaszul és oroszul — tart el6adast.

Tagja az Amerikai Matematikai Tarsasagnak
(AMS), a Német Matematikai Tarsasagnak
(DMV), az Eurdpai Matematikai Tarsasagnak,
az Amerikai Matematikusok Egyesiiletének
(MAA), a Francia Matematikai Téarsasagnak
(SMF) és az Olasz Matematikai Tarsasagnak
(IMU). Szerkesztébizottsagi tagja a Journal

of Operator Theory, Analysis Mathematica

and Questioens Mathematicae (Dé¢l-aftrikai
Matematikai Térsasag) folydiratoknak és a
Brassoban megjelend Octogon Mathematical
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Theory, Analysis Mathematica and Questiones
Mathematicae (South African Mathematical
Society), as well as the Octogon Mathematical
Magazine published in Brasov.

In 2003-ban he was awarded the “Ordinul
national Pentru Merit in grad de Comandor”
by president Ion Iliescu. In 2005 he became
honorary member of the Mathematical Institute
in Bucharest and in 2009 honorary citizen of
Brasov.

In 2011 he was awarded the Szokefalvi-Nagy
Medal for his six definitive research papers to
Acta Scientiarum Mathematicarum, mainly on
operator theory and operator algebras. (The
award was presented in the Bolyai Institute of
the University of Szeged.) In 2016 he received
the Zajzoni Rab Istvan award of the Hungarians
in Barcasag.

In 2010 he was elected external member of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in the Section
of Mathematical Sciences.

We asked three questions to Professor Laszlo
Zsido. The questions and his short answers
follow.

1. Hungary is very proud of its ,,grey matter”,
the scientific performance is considered one
of the country’s most important results. How
important do you think Hungary is in the
scientific world of the 21st century?

Laszl6 Zsidé: Hungarian researchers

have an excellent reputation worldwide. |
could mention many examples in my field,
mathematics. This happens largely because the
Hungarian school/university system is — till

ZSIDO LASZLO

Magazine-nak.

2003-ban lon Iliescu elnoktdl vehette at az
“Ordinul national Pentru Merit n grad de
Comandor” kitiintetést. 2005-ben tiszteletbeli
tagja lett a Bukaresti Matematikai Intézetnek,
2009-ben pedig Brasso varos diszpolgarava
valasztottak.

2011-ben megkapta a Szokefalvi-Nagy

Ermet a féleg operatorelmélettel és
operatoralgebraval foglalkozd, az Acta
Scientiarium Mathematicarum-ban publikalt 6
jelentds tanulmanyéért. (A kitiintetést a Szegedi
Egyetem Bolyai Intézetében adtak at.) 2016-ban
a barcasagi magyarsag kitiintette a Zajzoni-Rab
[stvan-dijjal.

2010-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
kiilso tagjava valasztottak a Matematikai
Tudomanyok Osztalyaban.

Hérom kérdeést tettiink fol Zsido Laszlo
professzor Urnak. A kérdéseket és a rovid
vélaszokat az alabbiakban kozoljik.

1. Magyarorszag nagyon biiszke a
sziirkedlloméanyéra, a tudomanyos teljesitmény
az orszag egyik legfontosabb eredményének
szamit. Hogyan itéli meg Magyarorszagnak a 21.
szdzadi tudomény vildgaban betdltott szerepét?

Zsido Laszlo: A magyar kutatok kiting
hirnévnek orvendenek vilagszerte, barmelyik
orszagban is telepedjenek le és dolgozzanak.
Sok példat emlithetnék sziikebb szakmam, a
matematika teriiletén. Ez jorészt a — legalabb is
eddig — magas szinvonall oktatasi hal6zatnak
koszonheto.

MATEMATIKAI TUDOMANYOK
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now — of very high quality.

2. A great number of excellent Hungarian
scientists live and work outside Hungary. What
do you think of your national and professional
identity with reference to your scientific career?

Laszlo Zsido: 1 grew up in Romania, having
excellent teachers in a Hungarian lyceum. My
professional formation was greatly influenced
by a Hungarian language mathematical journal
which appeared in the fifties and sixties at Clu;.
The Hungarian scientific and artistic legacy
served always as a solid professional and
psychic background for my activity.

3. We live in a changing world facing problems
unknown earlier. Which areas of research can
meet the most urgent demands of our days?

Laszl6 Zsido: Each research area could
contribute to the solution of the some urgent
demand of our days. As a mathematician, I
would be glad to see less automatism around,
and more demand for monitoring, evidence,
logical reasoning.

Contact

Dipartimento di Matematica
Universita di Roma ”Tor Vergata”
Via della Ricerca Scientifica 1
00133 Roma

Tel.: 36 06 7259-4641

E-mail: zsido@mat.uniroma2.it
Web: www.mat.uniroma?2.it/-zsido/
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2. Sok magyar tudos ¢l és dolgozik
Magyarorszag hatarain kiviil. Milyen
Osszefliggést 14t nemzeti/etnikai hovatartozasa €s
tudomanyos palyafutasa kozott?

Zsid6 Laszlé: Romaniaban tanultam, nagyszert
tanaraim voltak minden szakon a magyar
nyelvli kozépiskolaban. Szakmai fejlodésemben
nagy szerepet jatszottak az 50-es és 60-as
¢vekben megjelend magyar nyelvii kolozsvari
Matematikai és Fizikai Lapok. A magyar
tudomanyos és milvészeti hagyaték mindmaig
szilard szakmai ¢és lelki alapot nyujtott a
tevekenységemnek.

3. Valtozo vildgunkban korabban ismeretlen
problémakkal szembesiiliink. Véleménye szerint
melyik tudomanyteriilet kutatdsai adhatnak
leginkdbb vélaszt korunk legégetobb kérdéseire?

Zsid6 Laszlo: Minden tudomanyteriilet
hozzajarulhat korunk fontos kérdéseinek

a megvalaszolasahoz. Matematikusként
hasznosnak 14tnék kevesebb automatizmust és
tobb igényt felismerésre, bizonyitékra, pontos
érvelésre.

Kapcsolat

Dipartimento di Matematica

Universita di Roma "Tor Vergata"

Via della Ricerca Scientifica 1

00133 Roma

Tel: 36 06 7259-4641

E-mail: zsido(@mat.uniroma?2.it
Honlap: www.mat.uniroma2.it/-zsido/
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