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In late medieval European warfare, mercenaries were the dominant force and 
therefore this period, together with the early modern period, is often referred to 
as the “age of mercenaries”.1 There was no region or corner of Europe from which 
men-at-arms would not have volunteered in greater or lesser numbers to become 
mercenaries,2 and although almost all social classes were represented among 
them, it was primarily the nobility to whom it offered a new source of income 
and career opportunities.3 Climate change, economic and demographic decline 
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in the late Middle Ages led – albeit to varying degrees – to a decrease in the in-
comes of landowners everywhere. The population, diminished by the pandemics 
of plague, could not provide the previous level of annuities for the landlords, 
and the cooler weather in Europe reduced crop yields and the extent of arable 
lands, so that the lower classes of the nobility in the western and central parts 
of Europe were essentially abolished. These noble strata were no longer able to 
finance their military obligations from the income of their estates, hence they 
offered their weapons skills and combat experience to the market,4  and even the 
nobles with larger estates and more tax-paying peasants made up for their miss-
ing income in this way. For example, Jan Žižka, a Bohemian nobleman and the 
famous general of the Hussite wars, fought as a mercenary in 1410 in the army 
of the Polish King Władysław II Jagiełło at the Battle of Grunwald.5 The nobles 
became the dominant, almost exclusive players in the so-called “mercenary mar-
ket”, not only as soldiers, but also as military contractors who set up mercenary 
troops and organised the orders and the “jobs”.6 As changes in military technol-
ogy in the late Middle Ages led to a significant increase in the number of armed 
men required to wage war, and consequently the need for forces that could be 
kept in arms for longer periods, the demand for mercenaries from rulers, popes 
or wealthy cities also increased. The fact that more soldiers were needed than 
before was also indicated by a new practice that spread through Europe from 
the 14th century onwards: before a battle, a large number of young men were 
knighted en masse. This resulted in a radical change from the chivalric culture 
of two centuries earlier.7 The first such mass knighting took place in the second 
third of the 13th century, and it became a widespread practice already in the 14th 
century.8 For instance, before the Battle of Gruenwald in 1410, nearly a thou-
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sand new knights were initiated on the Polish side.9 Five years later, before the 
Battle of Agincourt, half a thousand young Frenchmen were knighted.10

The Kingdom of Hungary was not one of those areas that produced mer-
cenaries in significant numbers, still, mercenaries from here served in many 
places in late medieval Europe. The Italian states,11 in particular, which were 
almost constantly at war with each other, offered favourable conditions and 
long-lasting employment to mercenaries, including Hungarians. The over-
whelming majority of Hungarian mercenaries serving abroad were primarily 
serving there.12 On the other hand, far fewer mercenaries from Hungary were 
to be found in the western European theatres of war or those north of the Al-
pine-Carpathian line. In this short paper, we shall attempt to give an account 
of the men-at-arms who served in the wars between the Teutonic Order and 
the Polish–Lithuanian state during the 15th century, and whom the sources 
mention.

In the 14th century, mercenaries were not present in great numbers neither 
in the army of the Teutonic Order, nor in that of Poland.13 Throughout the 
14th century, a large number of knights from across Christian Europe came to 
the Crusades against the heathen Lithuanians in support of the Teutonic Or-
der.14 Königsberg, the starting point of the Lithuanian campaigns in Prussia, 
was considered the meeting point of European nobility.15 After the Lithuani-
an Grand Duke Władysław converted to Catholicism, and married the Polish 
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Queen Hedwig, thus obtaining the Polish crown,16  the number of western 
knights fighting for Christianity under the banner of the Teutonic Order fell 
dramatically, as the justification for the Lithuanian wars – that it was against 
the pagans – was no longer valid. At the same time, with the establishment of 
the Polish-Lithuanian Union, a very unfavourable change of power occurred 
for the monastic knights along the Prussian borders.17 From the last quarter 
of the 14th century, the Order sought to compensate for the armed forces of 
European nobles who had volunteered to fight for the Teutonic Knights for 
longer or shorter periods with mercenaries. From the end of the 1380s, they 
concluded mercenary contracts for 10–15 years with Pomeranian princes and 
nobles, who, in return for an annual payment, undertook to go to war against 
Poland with a defined number of soldiers, armed with specified weapons, if 
necessary, and participate in the campaigns of the Order under the command 
of the Teutonic officers. In the event of the death of the contracting Pomeranian 
party, the agreement also applied to his successor until the end of the relevant 
timeframe.18 Although the Treaty of Kalisz signed in 1343, which ended the 
political and military conflict between the Teutonic Order and Poland during 
the first third of the 14th century, created a decades long peace,19 not all ter-
ritorial issues were settled, and during the long period of peace, a number of 
new political ambitions, commercial and economic problems overshadowed the 
bilateral relationship on both sides.20 Thus, both sides anticipated a possible 
war and prepared for a confrontation. From the summer of 1407, the Teutonic 
Order reduced the silver content of its money and sought to raise additional 
funds for war preparations by increasing the number of Schillings (solidus) 
minted. While leaving the face value unchanged, the previous silver content of 
the Schilling of 1.26 grams was reduced to 1.17 grams.21
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Following the peace treaty between the Grand Dukes Vytautas of Lithuania 
and Vasily Dmitrievich of Moscow on 14 September 1408,22 the Polish–Lithua-
nian Union was able to relocate Lithuanian forces from the east to the west if 
necessary, should a war break out with the Teutonic Order. Certainly consid-
ering this possibility, at the end of 1408 Grand Master Ulrich von Jungingen 
visited the castles along the border to examine the state of the military and 
defensive preparations of the Order.23 Due to the growing antagonism between 
the Teutonic Order and the Polish-Lithuanian Union, and the threat of war, 
the Knights spent more and more money on weapons, horses and military 
equipment. Between 1405 and 1409, 6 112 marks were spent on such purchas-
es, an average of 1 528 marks per year.24 With the possibility of an imminent 
war in mind, the leadership of the Teutonic Order decided in the spring of 1409 
to hire a larger number of mercenaries, and during the summer they sent out 
commissioners to recruit mercenaries.25 An internal servant of the Grand Mas-
ter, a certain Nammyr, and Kunze, a servant of the Master of the Hospital and 
the Commander of Elbląg, were given the task of conducting consultations and 
negotiations in Stettin, Meissen, Thuringia, Braunschweig and Lüneburg to 
enable recruitment.26 The other recruiting delegation, consisting of Gottschalk 
Hitfeld and Martin Kropp, citizens of Thorn, set off for Silesia.27 In the Pomer-
anian and German territories, a “pike” was hired for 24 gold florins per month, 
and in Silesia for 20 gold florins per month.28 In late medieval mercenary 
warfare, a “pike” (Spieß) was the smallest military unit, usually consisting 
of an armoured cavalryman, a crossbowman and a lightly armoured footman. 
Several (8–12) pikes formed a company or rota (24–36 people), and 8–10 rotas 
formed a larger team, which was usually led by a captain.29 The monthly wages 
of the armed men hired by the Teutonic Order show that wars that involved the 
employment of mercenaries were very costly, therefore such troops were hired 
for short periods, usually for a few weeks or months, depending on the needs 
of the moment. When mercenaries were contracted, it was necessary to agree 
not only on the amount of the salary, but also on the amount of money that 
could be spent on equipment and on transportation to the assembly point, what 
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kind of provisions they would receive, and it was usually also stipulated in the 
contract that in case the mercenary was captured, the contractor would either 
buy him out or exchange him.30 Since the cost of a mercenary army was very 
high, in 1409 the Teutonic Order tried to recruit soldiers mainly from Silesia, 
where the monthly cost of a pike was 4 gold florins less than in the German or 
Pomeranian principalities. However, in order to get this price, the Grand Mas-
ter had to promise to keep the mercenaries in service for six months. This was a 
surprisingly long time in those days (and, from the mercenaries’ point of view, 
several months of steady earnings).31 This was probably the reason why the 
majority of the mercenaries fighting under the banner of the Teutonic Order in 
1409 came from Silesia, and only a much smaller proportion of them came from 
Lusatia, Saxony, Neumark or the Pomeranian dukedoms. In August 1409, 800 
paid pikes (2 400 soldiers) were in the service of the Teutonic Order.32

The prerequisite for mercenary recruitment was always set by the provincial 
governor of the territory concerned, because only he could authorise or prohibit 
it. His consent was needed to enable the local nobles and armed men to serve 
under a foreign banner.33 Despite the fact that King Sigismund of Luxembourg, 
the King of Hungary, in the escalating situation between the Teutonic Order 
and the Polish–Lithuanian state, did not simply side with the Knights – in line 
with his plans to win the imperial crown – but acted as their clear defender,34 
since the support of the Teutonic Order was widespread among the lords and 
ecclesiastical dignitaries in the Empire (the Teutonic Order offered many sec-
ond-, or third-born sons of noble families career opportunities in the Order),35 
it appears that he did not give permission to recruit mercenaries in his own 
country. Indeed, there is no trace in the sources that armed men from Hungary 
joined the Order under its banner, nor that he let anyone from his court or his 
entourage go to Prussia to fight there. By the spring of 1409, there were in-
creasing reports of the parties preparing for war.36 During the first two months 
of the summer, there were some last-ditch attempts to avoid war and reach a 
diplomatic settlement, but all of these have failed. In these weeks, however, the 
first mercenary troops hired by the Teutonic Order arrived in Prussia.37 Having 
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considered the situation, the Grand Master finally decided to go to war, and on 
6 August 1409 he declared war on Poland.38 Ten days later, the army of the Or-
der crossed the Prussian–Polish border in several places and broke into Poland. 
The main army, led by Grand Master Ulrich von Jungingen, crossed the river 
Drwęca at Brodnica, entered the province of Dobrzyn, where in two weeks they 
captured several towns and castles and plundered a large part of the territory. 
On the same day, mercenaries from Neumark also attacked the northern part 
of Greater Poland, in the area of Wałcz. A third army of the Teutonic Order en-
tered the Polish province of Kujawy from Pomerelia and on 28 August captured 
the town of Bydgoszcz, which was of strategic importance. The Fourth Army, 
led by Friedrich von Zollern, Commander of Ostróda, and Marquard von Salz-
burg, Commander of Brandenburg – (Usakovo, attacked Mazovia, where they 
ravaged for three days before returning to Prussia.39 The Polish high command 
may have been taken by surprise by the multi-directional, rapid offensive of 
the Teutonic Order, and for a time there was uncertainty as to the main direc-
tion of the attack. It was not until the autumn of 1409 that King Władysław 
II Jagiełło was able to raise an army capable of a counterattack. At the end of 
September, he laid siege to the city Bydgoszcz in the province of Kujawy, which 
had been occupied by the mercenaries of the Order, and he recaptured it on 6 
October.40 When Władysław began the siege of Bydgoszcz, the Grand Master 
also marched his army into Kujawy. Although he could not prevent the capture 
of the city, he was able to hinder the advancement of the Polish army. The two 
armies faced each other for a while, and then, presumably in order to prepare 
more thoroughly for war, the parties concluded a truce on 8 October for three 
quarters of a year, ending at sundown on 24 June 1410. They agreed that any 
disputes between them during the armistice would be arbitrated by the broth-
er of Sigismund of Luxemburg, Wenceslaus IV, King of Bohemia.41 After the 
ceasefire came into effect, the Teutonic Order dismissed its mercenaries, who 
therefore served for an average of two and a half months. To ensure that the 
King of Bohemia would rule in favour of the knights, a later record from Janu-

Wojną’ z Zakonem Krzyżackim”, = Kwartalnik Historyczny 66, 1959, 671–715.
38   Nowak, Zenon Hubert, “Akt rozpoczynający ‘Wielką Wojnę’. List wypowiedni 

w mistrza Ulryka von Jingingen z 6 sierpnia 1409 roku”, = Kommunikaty Mazursko-
Warmińskie 20, 1976, 79–85.
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Max – Strehlke, Ernst, In. Scriptores rerum Prussicarum. Bd. III., Leipzig, 1866. 79–
388. 301–303. [Hereinafter Posilge, SRP III.]; Kutowski, Ernst, “Zur Geschichte der 
Söldner in den Heeren des Deutschordensstaates in Preußen bis zum ersten Thorner 
Frieden 1.2.1411.”, = Oberländische Geschichtsblätter 14, 1912, 407–522. 435.; Ekdahl, 
Soldtruppen, 2002. 47–49.
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1398–1437. Hrsg. Weise, Erich, Königsberg, 1939. nr. 74. [Hereinafter Staatsverträge I.]
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ary 1411 states that the Grand Master promised 60 000 gold florins.42 This was 
approximately two thirds of what he paid the mercenaries, which amounted to 
a total of 45 996 marks, and 1 Prussian mark was equivalent to 2 gold florins at 
the time.43 The Grand Master’s offer to Wenceslaus showed that the Teutonic 
Order considered a possible political settlement of the conflict to be easier and 
more rewarding, especially after having demonstrated its military power dur-
ing the military actions of August, September and early October. Regardless 
of this, however, he sought to further strengthen the position of the Order and 
with it the pressure on Władysław, and on 20 December 1409 he concluded a 
clearly military alliance with Sigismund of Luxemburg in Buda. The King of 
Hungary undertook to take armed Hungarian action against Poland only in the 
case that King Władysław would have pagans and schismatics (i.e. Tatars and 
Lithuanians who had not yet converted to Christianity, as well as Orthodox 
Russians and Ruthenians) in his army.44 This alliance threatened Poland with 
a two-front war, with an attack by the Teutonic Order in the north and Hunga-
ry in the south. After the conclusion of the contract, the Teutonic Order paid 40 
000 gold florins to Sigismund. The payment was formally linked to Neumark, 
which the knights held as a pledge,45 but in reality, it had nothing to do with 
the contract of bailment concluded in 1402. At the time the Teutonic Order 
paid 63 200 Hungarian gold florins for the pledge of the province, which in turn 
could be redeemed at any time by the pledger Sigismund of Luxemburg for the 
same price.46 Thus, the Neumark pledge had no expiration date nor any other 
provision for the extension of the pledge, so from this point of view, nothing 
justified the payment of 40 000 gold florins, which was by all means a rather 
substantial amount. Two months later, on 2 March 1410, the Treasury of the 
Grand Master again paid the 40 000 gold florins to the King of Hungary, refer-
ring to the Neumark pledge once more.47 Apparently, that – 80 000 gold florins 
– was the price of the military treaty against Poland. For this, the Teutonic 
Order paid almost as much as it spent on mercenaries in 1409. At the same 
time, Sigismund also demonstrated his commitment to the monastic knights 
by inviting the ambassadors of the Order who arrived in Hungary, Werner von 
Tettingen, Master of the Hospital and Commander of Elbląg, and Albrecht von 
Schwarzburg, Commander of Toruń, to the christening of his daughter.48

Naturally, the negotiations and embassies between the Order and the King 
of Hungary were not kept secret from the King of Poland, therefore, at the 

42   Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz, XX. Hauptabteilung, Historisches 
Staatsarchiv, Deutschordensbriefarchiv. nr. 1629. [Hereinafter OBA]

43   Das Marienburger Treßlerbuch der Jahre 1399–1409. Hrsg. Joachim, Erich, 
Königsberg, 1896. 599. [Hereinafter MTB]; Ekdahl, Soldtruppen, 2002. 63.

44   Staatsverträge I., nr. 77, 78.
45   MTB, 598.
46   Staatsverträge I., nr. 15.
47   Regesta II., nr. 1647.
48   Regesta I., nr. 1175.
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same time as the talks took place in Buda, he met his cousin, the Lithuanian 
Grand Duke Vytautas, in Brest-Litovsk, and discussed the campaign against 
Prussia after the expiration of the armistice.49 Thus the threat of a possible 
war on two fronts – contrary to the expectation of the Teutonic Order – did not 
make Władysław cautious and seek an agreement, but rather enhanced his 
determination. As expected, in February 1410, King Wenceslaus of Bohemia 
ruled in favour of the Teutonic Knights,50 further inflaming the tension on both 
sides. Information about the Polish and Lithuanian military preparations was 
coming almost constantly to the headquarters of the Grand Master in Mal-
bork from various officials of the Order.51 In the more distant courts of Eu-
rope, the outbreak of a war between the Teutonic Order and Poland was taken 
for granted, and many noblemen travelled to Prussia to support the Order as 
Christian knights. On 10 February 1410, for example, the French heir to the 
throne wrote a letter to Ulrich von Jungingen, in which he commended to the 
attention of the Grand Master the French nobles Laurentius de Jardo, Karolus 
de Escoutevilla and Albertus de Vallequiervilla, who were going to Prussia to 
fight the pagans and heathens.52 According to an earlier report in January, the 
nobility of France, the German Low Lands and the Rhineland also supported 
the Teutonic Order against King Władysław.53 Sigismund, in the hope of being 
elected as Holy Roman Emperor, this time did not forbid his nobles to take up 
arms and, if they wished, go to Prussia and fight for the Teutonic Order. He 
gave another sign of his support to the Knights: he sent envoys to Malbork, who 
signed an agreement on 31 March 1410 that the parties would not conclude a 
separate peace with Poland without the knowledge and consent of the other.54

With the armistice deadline of 24 June in mind, Grand Master Ulrich 
von Jungingen began recruiting mercenaries in the early spring of 1410 and 
planned to launch a surprise attack on Poland well before then, on 1 June.55 He 
was thinking of a rapid, multipronged offensive similar to the one that brought 
success the previous year. By the beginning of May, 600 pikes (1 800 mercenar-
ies) had secretly arrived in Prussia, and by the end of the month, a much larger 
number was expected than the planned number for the start of the attack. The 
military plan of the Grand Master was that the Teutonic Order would attack 
Poland from the north and the troops of Sigismund of Luxemburg from the 
south at the same time, and quickly bring Władysław to his knees, but the King 

49   Dlugossii, Annales, 1997. Tom. X., 43–44.
50   Staatsverträge I., nr. 80.
51   Regesta I., 1251, 1258, 1271.
52   Regesta I., nr. 1253.
53   Regesta I., nr. 1242, 1243.
54   Staatsverträge I., nr. 81.
55   Ekdahl, Sven, “Diplomatie und Söldnerwerbung vor der Schlacht bei Žalgiris”, = 

Lietuvos Istorijos Stidijos 25, 2010, 48–61. 53.; Ekdahl, Sven, “Der 1. Thorner Frieden 
(1411) im Spiegel der Söldnerfrage”, = Ordines Militares Colloquia Torunensia Historica 
18, 2013, 67–79. 70.
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of Hungary did not envisage a large-scale war with Poland.56 In order to avoid 
armed confrontation, Sigismund tried to bring the situation to the negotiating 
table, and in mid-April he met with the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas at 
Kežmarok, to whom – as the possible candidate for the title of Holy Roman 
emperor – he offered a crown, thus attempting to break up the Polish–Lithu-
anian union before the hostilities began.57 However, the only actual result of 
the meeting in Kežmarok was that the King of Hungary and the Grand Duke 
agreed to meet again before the end of the armistice on 17 June and negotiate 
in Toruń, Prussia.58 The fact that in mid-June, a few days before the armistice 
was due to expire, the parties were still negotiating with each other was clearly 
the incentive of Sigismund of Luxemburg. On 11 May, the envoy of the sover-
eign, Christoph von Gersdorff, a member of a noble family from Upper Lusatia 
who was in the service of the King of Hungary, informed the Grand Master and 
asked him to stop the deployment of the troops of the Teutonic Order and the 
preparations for the attack planned for 1 June.59 In view of the planned nego-
tiations in Toruń, and in order to preserve the goodwill of Sigismund, Ulrich 
von Jungingen cancelled the surprise attack on Poland and even suspended 
the hiring of mercenaries. There were no such steps on the Polish side, that is, 
mercenaries were enlisted in full force. Thus, those from Bohemia and Moravia 
who wanted to enlist under the banner of the Teutonic Order in the hope of 
earning a decent sum now went to King Władysław in order to earn any money 
at all.60 In addition, a considerable number of the mercenary troops, which 
were already committed to the Teutonic Order, arrived in Prussia a few weeks 
late due to the decree of the Grand Master and were unable to participate in 
the great battle of Gruenwald on 15 July. Their absence played a major role in 
the outcome of the battle.61

Following the meeting in Kežmarok, the King of Poland issued a letter of 
passage for Sigismund and his 1 500-strong entourage to travel through Poland 
to the planned meeting in Thorn on 17 June.62 In doing so, he wanted to signal 
that the Polish side is preparing for the talks and will do its utmost to ensure 
their success. In Prussia, serious preparations were made to welcome and cater 

56   Ekdahl, Diplomatie, 2010. 53.
57   Dlugossii, Annales, 1997. Tom. XI., 55.; Codex epistolaris Vitoldi Magni Ducis 

Lithuaniae. Tom. I.: 1376–1430. Ed. Prochaska, Anton, Cracoviae, 1882. nr. 1358.; Giedré, 
Mickūnaitė, Making a Great Ruler: Grand Duke Vytautas of Lithuania. Budapest, 2006. 
66–72.
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59   OBA, nr. 1276.
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for the expected distinguished guests. For example, the city council of Thorn 
reported to the Grand Master already on 18 May what sorts and how much food 
and drink would be stored in the warehouses during the stay of the Hungarian 
king and his entourage.63 On 17 June, however, only the Grand Master, his 
entourage and the envoys of the King of Hungary appeared in the rich mer-
chant town near the Prussian–Polish border. Neither the King of Poland nor 
the Grand Duke of Lithuania came, and despite his earlier promise, neither did 
Sigismund of Luxemburg. The death of Emperor Ruprecht on 8 May 1410 must 
have played a major role in this, and therefore the attention of Sigismund was 
turned to the question of his election as King of Germany. The death of King 
Rupert on 8 May 1410 must have played a significant role in this, and therefore 
the attention of Sigismund was turned to the question of his election as King 
of the Romans.64 Consequently, the peace negotiations in Thorn immediate-
ly came to a standstill, causing a serious diplomatic setback for the Teutonic 
Order and completely disrupting the war plans and military preparations of 
the Grand Master. The case of the negotiations in Toruń, scheduled for the 
last minute before the armistice expired, was used by the Polish–Lithuanian 
side to mislead and deceive the Teutonic Order. Therefore, the last chance 
for a peaceful conflict resolution was lost.65 Sigismund, who was an excellent 
diplomat, probably foresaw that his absence as a possible mediator between 
the parties at the planned final peace talks would not help the agreement, so 
the Hungarian delegation to Thorn essentially carried a message to the King of 
Poland, thereby also making a serious gesture to his ally, the Teutonic Order. 
The King of Hungary addressed a kind of ultimatum to King Władysław II 
Jagiełło,66 but it was not a Hungarian declaration of war (as Jan Długosz stated 
in his chronicle),67 because Sigismund intervened in the conflict between the 
Teutonic Order and the Polish–Lithuanian state – based on the ideal of univer-
sal imperial supremacy – as the governor of the Empire, and not as the ruler of 
Hungary. Like the previous emperors, he adopted the view that the Teutonic 
Order belonged to the Empire, that it was part of it, and that two centuries 
earlier it had been sent by the Emperor and the Pope to the land of the pagan 
Prussians to defend Christianity.68 In a letter dated 17 June, Sigismund called 

63   Regesta I., nr. 1280.
64   Pósán, László, Magyarország és a Német Lovagrend a középkorban [Hungary and the 
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on Władysław to respect the arbitrations of King Wenceslaus, otherwise he, 
as the vicarius and future ruler of the Empire, would provide assistance to 
the Teutonic Order.69 So far, as the ally of the Knights he only acted as the 
King of Hungary, but with this letter, he spoke of them as imperial subjects 
threatened by Poland and Lithuania, and whose help was a fundamental duty 
of the ruler of the Empire. He was essentially trying to prevent any actual 
military confrontation by an even more powerful means of political pressure, 
but his words about helping the Order could of course be interpreted as a decla-
ration of war.70 Despite the fact that he issued the letter as the governor of the 
Empire, Sigismund’s letter (which was obviously written earlier, but dated 17 
June) was not brought to the King of Poland by German envoys, but by the two 
most powerful lords of Hungary at the time, Miklós Garai, Palatine of Hunga-
ry, and Stiborici Stibor, Voivode of Transylvania, accompanied by 200 armed 
horsemen. He also entrusted them with the task of convincing the parties to 
extend the ceasefire. Christoph von Gersdorff, who had already visited Prussia 
in the service of Sigismund, was also a member of the delegation.71 Following 
the failure of the meeting at Toruń, and King Władysław’a refusal to accept a 
peaceful settlement and an extension of the armistice, the 200 cavalrymen who 
formed the Hungarian delegation joined the army of the Teutonic Order, which 
was allied with Sigismund, and went to war on their side, after Władysław II 
Jagiełło announced the outbreak of the war in Wolbórz on the day the armistice 
expired (24 June). On 15 July 1410, the main forces of the Teutonic Order led 
by the Grand Master clashed with the Polish–Lithuanian army in the triangle 
formed by the villages of Grunwald, Tannenberg and Ludwigsdorf. The day-
long battle ended with the crushing defeat of the Teutonic Order.72

The fact that 200 Hungarian cavalrymen marched with the army of the 
Teutonic Order had no military significance, but its symbolic message may 
have been important. Palatine Garai and Voivode Stibor, as Hungarian barons, 
rode towards the Polish–Lithuanian army under the banner of their sovereign, 
depicting a black eagle against a gold background, while the court knight of 
Sigismund, Christoph von Gersdorff and his horsemen joined the troops of the 
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Teutonic Order under the imperial triangular banner depicting a white cross 
on a red background.73 Although the Hungarian cavalrymen led by Garai and 
Stibor went with the army of the Order to Tannenberg, the site of the great 
clash between the two armies, they apparently did not take part in the battle. 
Neither of the barons was killed in action (where many high-ranking officials 
of the Teutonic Order, including the Grand Master himself, were slained), 
nor were they taken captive, in fact, they were able to return to Hungary un-
harmed. It is probably safe to assume that the Hungarian contingent left the 
battlefield without a fight. The vast majority of the contemporaries believed 
that they abandoned the Order of the Knights and fled.74 Knight Christoph von 
Gersgorff, however, participated in the battle with his 40 men and was taken 
prisoner by the Polish forces.75 According to the list of the Knights of the Order 
of the Knights captured in battle, Christoferum de Hungar, who was considered 
“Hungarian”, fell into captivity along with Konrad, the Duke of Oels, and Prince 
Kazimir of Pomerania.76 The treasury of the Grand Master later paid him 50 
gold florins for the inconvenience of his captivity.77 The participation of Chris-
toph von Gersdorff in the Battle of Tannenberg proves that Sigismund allowed 
his knights in his personal service who belonged to his court to fight on the side 
of the Teutonic Order, at their own will. This personal freedom of choice, howev-
er, was not at all given to the barons – Palatine Garai and Voivode Stibor – who 
held national offices. Their behaviour at Grunwald was not a matter of courage 
or cowardice, but of following the orders and expectations of Sigismund. This 
was perhaps also indicated by the fact that the Hungarian dignitaries and the 
horsemen of Christoph von Gersdorff carried different banners when the army 
of the Teutonic Order marched. The soldiers of Palatine Garai were under the 
banner of Sigismund, and Christoph von Gersdorff was clearly carrying one of 
the most important symbols of the Empire of which the Teutonic Order was a 
part. Apart from Christoph von Gersdorff and his 40 men-at-arms, we know 
of only one mercenary from Hungary in July and August 1410. There was a 
soldier named Kasscha in the rota of Nickel von Schrank of Silesia, who was 
leading a pike, and he must have come from north-eastern Hungary, from the 
city of Košice or its surroundings. The company to which he belonged was part 
of a larger mercenary force led by the brothers Wenzel von Dohna and Benes 
von Dohna, and he was contracted to the Teutonic Order for five weeks from 25 
June 1410.78 This group, including this soldier named Kasscha, took part in the 
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battle of Grunwald. The Hungarian-born mercenary did not perish, nor was 
he taken prisoner by the Polish, but he apparently went with the units that 
retreated from the battlefield to Malbork and defended the headquarters of the 
Teutonic Order against the besieging Polish army.79 Given that Kasscha fought 
alongside Silesian mercenaries, it is likely that he was also German-speaking 
or at least he spoke the language. According to a letter dated 4 January 1411, 
the magistrate or castellan (advocatus, Voigt) of the province of Neumark un-
der the pledge of the Teutonic Order was called Engelhard Kassow or Cassaw.80 
Judging by the name, it is conceivable that this official of the Order was also 
from the northeast of Hungary, perhaps from the area around Košice, like the 
aforementioned mercenary.

In addition to the large number of Prussian secular landowners, townspeo-
ple and mercenaries, a third of the members of the Teutonic Order also lost 
their lives in the great battle of 15 July 1410. The number of those who were 
captured was also considerable.81 The remainder of the army of the Teutonic 
Order fled towards Malbork. The commander of Świecie, Heinrich von Paluen, 
who was leading a reinforcement to the main army, learned of the defeat from 
the retreating soldiers. He immediately turned his troops around and rushed 
to the defence of the seat of the Teutonic state. On 18 July, he was already in 
Malbork, which means that his troops travelled a distance of around 110–120 
kilometres with remarkable speed.82 Heinrich von Plauen, who took over the 
military affairs of the Teutonic state from the fallen Grand Master and the 
main officers of the Order, put the defence of Malbork above all else. It was 
more than just a symbolic act; the outcome of the war depended on the fate 
of Malbork, as the King of Poland was planning (and the knights had already 
received news of this long before)83 to take Malbork, acquire the legendary 
treasury of the knights and use it to remunerate the large number of merce-
naries he took into his service.84 If the Teutonic Order wanted to continue the 
war after the defeat at Gruenwald, the treasury at Malbork was also a key ele-
ment in their strategy. The siege of the castle began on 25 July. Its walls were 
defended by some 3 000 mercenaries, part of them escaped from Gruenwald 
and others came from East Pomerania. In addition to the soldiers, the western 
side of the castle, facing the Nogat River, was guarded by 400 crossbowmen, 
who provided a link between Malbork and the outside world with their barges 
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and boats. These river sailors, the so-called “ship’s children” (Schiffskinder), 
received a very high salary of 1 mark (2 gold florins) a week.85 On 2 August 
1410, Sigismund of Luxemburg, as the Vicar of the Empire and claimant to 
the imperial crown, allowed the Teutonic Order to mint Hungarian-style gold 
coins to help finance war expenses and recruit mercenaries.86 The approval was 
necessary because in the Holy Roman Empire, a prince could only mint gold 
coins with the permission of the emperor.87 The siege of Marienburg was still in 
progress when, in August 1410, the Teutonic Order’s Chief Steward (magnus 
procurator, Großschäffer) in Königsberg travelled to Bohemia to recruit 4 000 
pikes (i.e. 12 000 mercenaries).88 These numbers demonstrate that in posses-
sion of the treasury, the Teutonic Order had the financial resources to continue 
the war, and also explains why it was so important for Władysław to acquire 
it. After nine weeks of unsuccessful siege, the Polish army, facing increasing 
supply problems, was finally forced to abandon the castle and withdraw from 
Prussia. News of a possible Hungarian attack on southern Poland may also 
have played a part in this move. As a matter of fact, at the end of September 
1410, on the orders of Sigismund, Voivode Stibor broke into southern Poland 
with 12 banderia, raided the countryside as far as the area around Stary Sącz, 
and then returned to Hungary. In response, Polish troops also made incursions 
into Upper Hungary.89 At the end of September 1410, at the same time as the 
Hungarian attack on southern Poland, the Teutonic Order launched a coun-
ter-attack with the newly recruited mercenary troops and broke into Kuyavia. 
However, in the battle of Koronowo (10 October 1410) it was defeated once 
again, and many knights and mercenaries were captured by Poland.90 Some of 
these captured mercenaries had previously served as knights of the court or 
as men-at-arms in the service of Sigismund of Luxembourg, that is, they came 
to Prussia from Hungary to fight alongside the Teutonic Order. Most of them 
were of Silesian origin, but there were also Bohemians, Moravians and even 
Hungarians.
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Mercenaries from Hungary, who fought alongside the Teutonic Order and were 
captured near Koronowo:

Hannus Behme / Behem joined the Order in September 1410, but not alone, he 
led a pike. Prior to that, he was part of the mercenary team led by Captain Nickel 
von Loeben, who served Sigismund. According to the mercenary payroll, he received 
payment from the knights from 22 September to 20 October 1410. He was captured 
at the battle of Koronowo on 10 October 1410, from which he was released relatively 
quickly, presumably through a prisoner exchange, since by the end of the year he 
was again on the mercenary list of the Teutonic Order.91 His service in Prussia came 
to an end on 5 February 1411 with the conclusion of the war between the Teutonic 
Order and Poland. In addition to his pay, he received 5 marks as compensation from 
the Grand Master for his grievances and the time he spent in captivity.92

The Moravian Hans Boskowitz was also a member of the troop of Nickel von 
Loeben, serving Sigismund, and with the approval of the king, he joined the army of 
the Teutonic Order in September 1410. He did not go alone either, he was accompa-
nied to Prussia by his four cavalrymen. He was also taken prisoner in the battle of 
Koronowo and also received 5 marks in compensation.93

Hannus Schaw belonged to the court of Sigismund as well, and within it to the 
mercenary troop of Captain Nickel von Loeben. He left Hungary in September 1410 
and went to Prussia to serve as a mercenary of the Teutonic Order. He too was cap-
tured in the battle of 10 October 1410, and was also paid 5 marks in compensation 
by the treasury of the Grand Master.94

Similarly, a Bohemian nobleman, Hronko Tluxa, served at the court of Sigis-
mund before becoming a mercenary of the Teutonic Order, and was also taken as  
a Polish prisoner at the Battle of Koronowo.95

Another Bohemian nobleman, Raczko Bubna, was also a knight at the court of 
Sigismund, but he had more armed men than the mercenaries mentioned above, for 
after his capture at Koronowo, the Teutonic Order paid him 25 marks and 190 gold 
florins in compensation.96

Jan Tannenberg was in a similar situation, who also commanded more than 
one or two pikes. He became a Prussian mercenary from a knight of the court of 
Sigismund, and the like others, he was captured at the battle of Koronowo, for which 
the Grand Master paid him 25 marks in reparations, and then 62 English Nobels to 
compensate for the cost of arms and horses.97 This amounts to nearly 41.5 Prussian 
marks.98
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The soldier listed as Hans Ruszka / Ruske in the mercenary register of the 
Teutonic Order was most probably the same as a lesser nobleman named János 
(János Ruszka) from the village of Ruszka in Abaúj County in north-eastern 
Hungary, who also went to Prussia as a mercenary in the autumn of 1410.  
He was a member of a mercenary unit led by one Hans Stolzenberg. He himself 
was not, but his brother William was a knight at the court of the King of Hun-
gary.99

Since each of them joined forces with several other soldiers under the banner 
of the Teutonic Knights (some with at least a dozen), around 3–4 dozen – or even 
more – mercenaries went from Hungary to Prussia in September 1410. Given 
the similarities in the timing and circumstances of their service, we cannot rule 
out the possibility that, in addition to the permission of Sigismund, this may 
have required his effective cooperation as well.

Georg von Czettritz, also of Silesian origin, came into contact with Sigismund 
of Luxemburg more than a decade before the Polish–Teutonic war. He partici-
pated in his Crusade and the Battle of Nicopolis, but he was not admitted to the 
court of the King of Hungary instead he returned to Silesia after the Crusade. 
From there he entered the mercenary service of the Teutonic Order, where he 
served for many years until 1417. He did not take part in the battle of Gruen-
wald, but he did participate in the defence of Malbork. He was the commander 
of a fairly substantial mercenary force of 93 pikes. His brothers, Heinrich and 
Hermann, also earned their living as mercenary captains of the Teutonic Order. 
Thus, apart from his participation in the Nicopolitan campaign, Georg von Czet-
tritz had no connection with Hungary.100

In terms of its connection to Hungary, the career of the captain of another 
Silesian mercenary company, on the other hand, was the opposite of what has 
been outlined above. Heinz von Stosch lived his life as a mercenary of the Teu-
tonic Order between 1410 and 1413, and only then did he enter the service of 
the King of Hungary.101 According to a letter written by Sigismund to the Grand 
Master on 20 July 1418, the emperor made use of his services mainly for diplo-
matic missions. (Also senden wir zu dir den strengen Henrich Stoschen, ritter, 
unsern diener und lieben getruen, entwerter diß brifes).102

In the late autumn of 1410, more mercenaries arrived from Bohemia, Silesia 
and the German principalities, so by mid-December Heintich von Plauen (who 
was elected Grand Master on 9 November after the successful defence of Mal-
bork)103 had a nearly 8 000-strong mercenary army.104 The military balance of 
power was thus restored, which resulted in an armistice between Poland and the 
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Teutonic Order on 9 December 1410.105 However, the war was not over, and one 
month after the conclusion of the ceasefire, on 13 January 1411, the Grand Mas-
ter raised the pay from 11 marks (22 gold florins) per pike to 12 marks (24 gold 
florins) to ensure the continued supply of mercenaries.106 At the same time, King 
Władysław was having increasing problems paying his mercenaries. In the late 
autumn of 1410, mercenary captains fighting under the Polish banner were even 
considering leaving the Polish army for the absence of their payment.107 In the 
early part of November 1410, a mercenary captain from Lusatia, Wolfhart von 
der Horke, informed the leadership of the Teutonic Order that 4 000 mercenaries 
in Polish service were at bay in Bohemia because they had not yet received any 
money.108 David Rosenfeld, a citizen of Wrocław, informed the Grand Master on 
8 January 1411 that the army of the King of Poland had only a few “guests” left 
in it, i.e. foreign mercenaries.109 The action taken by Heinrich von Plauen on 13 
January threatened to turn the mercenaries in Polish service over to the Teu-
tonic Order. This circumstance must certainly have played an important role in 
the fact that the belligerent parties finally concluded a peace treaty in Thorn on 
1 February 1411.110 The fact that the day before the signing of the peace treaty, 
the Teutonic Order signed the reparation claim of King Władysław for 100 000 
Schocks Bohemian groats, showed that despite the victorious battles of Gruen-
wald and Koronowo, the Polish–Lithuanian army did not manage to obtain any 
substantial spoils of war, and the unpaid mercenaries were already beginning 
to demand land for the lack of payment. The King of Poland was in dire need of 
money.111 According to the law of war and the norms of chivalry of the time, if 
Christian forces were at war with each other, a valid peace treaty required the 
release of prisoners of war by both sides without any ransom or other precon-
ditions.112 Hence, the demand of Władysław that the Teutonic Order shall pay 
reparation for the prisoners and the Prussian castles and towns that had fallen 
into Polish hands was not included in the Thorn peace treaty, but was included 
in the promissory note signed the day before the conclusion of the peace.113 At 
the time, 60 groats were counted as 1 Schock,114  i.e. the Polish claim was worth 
6 000 000 groats. According to the payrolls, the Teutonic Order spent a total of 
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226 000 Prussian marks on its mercenaries in the war between 1409 and 1411 
(the actual amount may be higher, since many mercenaries were not mentioned 
in the payrolls). Generally, 1 Schock Bohemian groat was taken as the equiva-
lent of 1.5 Prussian marks.115 The Polish reparation claim thus amounted to 150 
000 marks, which was less than the amount the Order paid for the mercenaries.

The agreement between Sigismund of Luxemburg and the Teutonic Order on 
31 March 1410, in which the contracting parties undertook not to conclude a sep-
arate peace treaty with King Władysław without the agreement of the other, was 
seriously damaged by the Treaty of Toruń, because the Grand Master concluded 
it without the knowledge of the Hungarian monarch. This meant that the state 
of war between Hungary and Poland continued even after 1 February 1411. Al-
ready after the armistice of 9 December 1410, Sigismund foresightedly deployed 
a considerable military force of 1 100 pikes (3 300 men) on the Hungarian–Polish 
border. It was unsuitable for a major attack, but adequate for border defence. The 
mercenary troops sent here were expected to serve for two or three months.116 
The Peace of Thorn undoubtedly caused some loss of trust between the King of 
Hungary and the Teutonic Order, but their previous positions did not change 
substantially. It soon became apparent that the peace treaty did not resolve the 
conflicts that led to the war, but essentially preserved them, and thus raised the 
possibility of a new war from the outset.117 Perhaps this may have contributed 
to the fact that in early December 1411 Sigismund of Luxemburg, as the ruler 
of the Empire, forbade anyone from giving any support to Poland from Bohemia, 
Moravia or Silesia, or recruiting mercenaries for Kraków in these countries and 
provinces.118 The failure of the Peace of Thorn to bring about real peace was 
proved more than anything else by the outbreak of another war between Poland 
and the Teutonic Order two years later, in September 1413, which was followed 
by further wars.119 Occasionally, there were one or two mercenaries from Hun-
gary under the banner of the Teutonic Order in these battles that took place in 
the later decades of the 15th century. In 1454, for example, in the 13-years war120 
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between the Teutonic Order, the Polish–Lithuanian state and the Prussian or-
ders, there was a soldier named Petr von Lewocza among the mercenaries of the 
Order, who, judging by his name, probably came from the town of Levoča (or its 
surroundings) in north-eastern Hungary.121 Later sources of the war, from the 
mid-1460s, mention a mercenary in the service of the Order named Niclas aus 
Krompach, who is also believed to have come to Prussia to join the army of the 
Teutonic Order from the town of Krompachy in north-eastern Hungary.122
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