
The Ever-Reviving Phoenix

Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683
Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM

via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of
the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are
made and the original author(s) and source are credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Volumes published in this Brill Research Perspectives title are listed at brill.com/rpjss

Brill Research Perspectives in 
Jesuit Studies

Editor

Robert A. Maryks (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań)

Editorial Board

Ariane Boltanski (Université Rennes 2)
Carlos Eire (Yale University)

Alison Fleming (Winston-Salem State University)
Paul Grendler (University of Toronto, emeritus)

Stephen Schloesser, S.J. (Loyola University Chicago)

The Brill Research Perspectives in Jesuit Studies series invites leading scholars in 
Jesuit studies to reflect on their fields of expertise. It complements the related 
Brill publications: the Journal of Jesuit Studies, the Jesuit Studies book series, 
and the Jesuit Historiography Online.

Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683
Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM

via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of
the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are
made and the original author(s) and source are credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

http://brill.com/rpjss
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


The Ever-Reviving  
Phoenix
Jesuits in Hungary

By

Béla Vilmos Mihalik

LEIDEN | BOSTON
Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683

Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM
via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of

the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are

made and the original author(s) and source are credited.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


 This is an open access title distributed under the terms of the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license,  
which permits any non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided no alterations are made and the original author(s) and source are credited.  
Further information and the complete license text can be found at  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

The terms of the CC license apply only to the original material. The use of material from other sources 
(indicated by a reference) such as diagrams, illustrations, photos and text samples may require further 
permission from the respective copyright holder. 

Library of Congress Control Number: 2024904234

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

issn 2589-7446
isbn 978-90-04-46279-3 (paperback)
isbn 978-90-04-69768-3 (e-book)
DOI 10.1163/9789004697683

Copyright 2024 by Béla Vilmos Mihalik. Published by Koninklijke Brill BV, Leiden, The Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill BV incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis, 
Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.
Koninklijke Brill BV reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683
Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM

via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of
the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are
made and the original author(s) and source are credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Contents

Acknowledgments vii
Abstract 1
Keywords 1

1 Introduction 1
2 A Difficult Beginning (1561–1607) 5

2.1  The Founding Father: Archbishop Nicolaus Olahus and the First College 
of Trnava 5

2.2 A Polish Alternative? Foundations by King Stephan Báthory 10
2.3 Modest Hopes: Kláštor pod Znievom and Šaľa 16
2.4 On the Brink of Exile 19

3 The Age of Heroes (1607–1683) 24
3.1  The Jesuit Archbishop: Cardinal Péter Pázmány and the Strengthening 

of the Society 24
3.2 In the Pull of the Unknown: Ottoman-Hungary and Transylvania 33
3.3 The Struggle for an Independent Hungarian Province 39
3.4 Jesuit Everyday Life in Seventeenth-Century Hungary 42

4 A Century of Growth (1683–1773) 46
4.1  Expansion and Its Limits 46
4.2 Jesuits in the Service of Science 54
4.3 A Missionary Enterprise: Hungarian Jesuits in Latin America 59
4.4 The Tears of the Queen 62

5 Return to Hungary (1853–1909) 66
5.1  Challenges and Invitations 66
5.2 Kulturkampf in Hungary? 73
5.3 School and Mission 75
5.4 The Fulfilment of an Old Dream 80

6 The Independent Province (1909–1950) 84
6.1  War and Collapse 84
6.2 New Paths 88
6.3 The Long Beard Jesuits: Hungarian Missionaries in China 92
6.4 Under the Protection of Madonna della Strada 96

7 Together in Dispersion (1950–1990) 104
7.1  The Terror of Persecution 104
7.2 A Spiritual Homecoming 110
7.3 The Policy of Small Steps 113
7.4 Where the Arms of Danube Meet 116

8 Conclusion 118
Bibliography 121 Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683

Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM
via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of

the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are

made and the original author(s) and source are credited.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683
Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM

via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of
the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are
made and the original author(s) and source are credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Acknowledgments

I would like to thank the supportive atmosphere of the Hungarian Jesuit prov-
ince, where I was the director of the archives for eight years (2011–2019), and 
especially the unwavering support of the institution’s past and present staff.

I am grateful to the Institute of History (HUN-REN Research Centre for 
Humanities) for funding the translation of the Hungarian manuscript of the 
book, and to Thomas Cooper for the translation. I thank all the staff at Brill and 
Robert A. Maryks for making this volume possible.

Béla Vilmos Mihalik - 9789004697683
Downloaded from Brill.com 05/01/2024 06:36:46AM

via Open Access. This is an open access title distributed under the terms of
the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license, which permits any non-commercial use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no alterations are
made and the original author(s) and source are credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

	Contents
	Acknowledgments
	The Ever-Reviving Phoenix
	Jesuits in Hungary

	Abstract
	1	Introduction
	2	A Difficult Beginning (1561–1607)
	2.1	The Founding Father: Archbishop Nicolaus Olahus and the First College of Trnava
	2.2	A Polish Alternative? Foundations by King Stephan Báthory
	2.3	Modest Hopes: Kláštor pod Znievom and Šaľa
	2.4	On the Brink of Exile

	3	The Age of Heroes (1607–1683)
	3.1	The Jesuit Archbishop: Cardinal Péter Pázmány and the Strengthening of the Society
	3.2	In the Pull of the Unknown: Ottoman-Hungary and Transylvania
	3.3	The Struggle for an Independent Hungarian Province
	3.4	Jesuit Everyday Life in Seventeenth-Century Hungary

	4	A Century of Growth (1683–1773)
	4.1	Expansion and Its Limits
	4.2	Jesuits in the Service of Science
	4.3	A Missionary Enterprise: Hungarian Jesuits in Latin America
	4.4	The Tears of the Queen

	5	Return to Hungary (1853–1909)
	5.1	Challenges and Invitations
	5.2	Kulturkampf in Hungary?
	5.3	School and Mission
	5.4	The Fulfilment of an Old Dream

	6	The Independent Province (1909–1950)
	6.1	War and Collapse
	6.2	New Paths
	6.3	The Long Beard Jesuits: Hungarian Missionaries in China
	6.4	Under the Protection of Madonna della Strada

	7	Together in Dispersion (1950–1990)
	7.1	The Terror of Persecution
	7.2	A Spiritual Homecoming
	7.3	The Policy of Small Steps
	7.4	Where the Arms of Danube Meet

	8	Conclusion


