
Tørdal, V.E.: The prevalence of gambling problems in prison populations: A systematic review and meta-analysis
https://doi.org/10.1556/2006.2024.00005  



Codebook: “The prevalence of problem gambling in prison populations”

	Variable no.
	Variable name
	Codes
	Definition/Instructions & examples

	
	
	
	

	
	Report identification
	
	

	1
	Coder ID
	
	

	2
	Study ID
	
	State the last name of the first author and the year published

	3
	Author(s)
	
	State the last name(s) and first letter of the first name of all authors (e.g., Smith, T., Smith, O.).

	4
	Year published
	=
	State the publishing year of the article (e.g., 2021).

	5
	Type of manuscript
	1: Research paper
2: Dissertation / thesis
3: Public report
4: Unpublished data
5: Conference abstract
6: Other
	1: Primary articles published in peer-reviewed journals
2: PhD/MA/BA- theses
3: Report not published in a peer-reviewed journal (e.g., government /health organization report)
4: Data obtained from researchers that have not been published
5: Abstract from proceedings or conferences
6: If not any of the above; specify type of manuscript

	
	Study setting
	
	

	6
	Study design
	1: Cross-sectional study
2: Longitudinal study
3: Experimental/Intervention study (e.g., RCT)
4: Case-control study
5: Cohort study
6: Other; specify
	Select the appropriate description of study design.

	7
	Type of prison
	1: High security
2: Medium security
3: Low security
3: Open
	1: Serving sentence in high-security prison
2: Serving sentence in a medium-security prison
3: Serving sentence in a low-security prison
4: Serving alternative forms of imprisonment

	8
	Country 
	=
	State the country of origin for the manuscript and participants (e.g., Norway). If several countries, state all. If unknown, mark as missing.

	9
	Continent
	1: Europe
2: Middle East
3: Asia
4: Oceania
5: Africa
6: Central- and South-America
7: North-America
	Select continent of origin for the manuscript and participants. If more than one continent, select all that apply. 

	10
	Start of data collection (month, year)
	=
	State the month and year the data collection started (e.g., January, 2020).

	11
	Data collection ended (month, year)
	=
	State the month and year the data collection ended (e.g., May, 2000).

	12
	· If longitudinal study; duration of follow-up (months)
	=
	State the duration of the follow-up period in months. If multiple timepoints, state all periods (e.g., 6 months, 8, months).

	13
	Ethical approval
	1: Yes, have received approval
2: No / not stated
	State whether the study has received ethical approval (e.g., from a university or regional ethics committee).

	14
	Conflict of interest statement
	1: Yes, no conflicts 
2: No, no declaration available in MS
3: Yes, conflicts stated
	3: If any conflict is stated, specify all.

	
	Participants
	
	

	15
	Total N
	=
	State the total amount of participants in the study (i.e., that was included in the analyses).

	16
	Total Mean age 
	=
	State the mean age of the whole sample.  

	
	Total Mean age standard deviation
	=
	State the standard deviation on age of the whole sample.  

	17
	Total Age range
	=
	State the age range of the whole sample.  (e.g., 18-35)

	18
	Total Sex (% girls/women)
	=  
	State the percentage of girls/women in whole sample.  

	19
	Total Age category
	1: Adolescents 15-18
2: Young adults 18-34
3: Adults 35-64
4: Older adults > 65
5: Mix adults > 18
6: Mix
7: n/a
	Select the age category for the whole sample of participants. Select only one category.

	
	Methodology
	
	

	
	Gambling data collection /assessment method
	1: Self-report measure
2: Clinical interview
3: Objective measurements
4: Psychological autopsy
5: Self-categorization 
6: Other
	1: Self-reported measurements (i.e., questionnaires/survey, validated scale or single item)
2: Assessment and categorization by clinician through diagnostic interview
3: Objective measurements (e.g., player tracking data, health registry)
4: Collection of information on the deceased / assessment via structured interviews of family members, relatives, friends, health care personnel
5: Self-categorization/diagnosis based on the individual’s own perception/assessment
6: If none of the above; specify


	
	Problem gambling (PG) instrument
	=
	State the name of the instrument used in assessing PG as reported by the manuscript. If single item, write the whole question

	
	PG operationalization
	1: DSM-5: Gambling disorder
2: DSM-IV: Pathological gambling
3: ICD-10: Pathological gambling
4: ICD-11: Gambling disorder
5: Self-identified gambling problems
6: Clinician categorization with assessment
7: Other
	Select appropriate operationalization of PG. 
1-4 are diagnostic classifications according to the DSM and ICD diagnostic manuals. 
5: Gambling-related harms based on the individual’s own perception that is not assessed according to the diagnostic criteria or clinical assessment (e.g., the individual experiences financial, psychological, functional gambling-related harms)
6: Labeled as PG by health professionals without further assessment (e.g., referred to treatment for gambling problems by a physician)
7: If none of the above; specify

	
	PG parameter name as reported in study
	=
	Enter the PG parameter name as reported in the manuscript (e.g., “problem gambling”, “pathological gamblers”

	
	PG Instrument Reliability / Cronbach’s alpha
	=
	Enter measure of internal consistency for the PG instrument (e.g., Cronbach’s alpha = .97)

	
	PG parameter is categorical or continuous (scale)
	1: Categorical
2: Continuous (Scale)
	1: Parameter categorizes participants into groups (e.g., “non-problem gamblers” and “problem gamblers”)
2: Study reports a continuous measure on problem gambling without categorization

	
	· If PG parameter is categorical, cut-off value =
	Under 5 = without problem
Over 5 = problem gambling
	State the number of criteria/score that is used to indicate problem/disordered gambling as a fraction (e.g., 4/9 items).

	
	PG operationalization is strict or lenient
	1: Strict
2: Lenient
	Strict operationalization: Clinical diagnoses by clinician assessment and/or standardized/validated measurements using a strict/the conventional cut-off value (or higher) when categorizing PG (e.g., PGSI ≥8 or 4/9 DSM-5 criteria)

Lenient operationalization: non-standardized/non-validated measurements (e.g., single item measurement, self-categorization) and/or a lower/more lenient cut-off value than the conventional cut-off when using standardized and validated measurements (e.g., PGSI > 5 instead of PGSI > 8, which is the standard) when categorizing PG.

In studies categorizing subgroups of problematic involvement in gambling based on the severity of symptoms and the data will be collapsed in analyses (e.g., “at-risk”, and “problem gambling”), select the operationalization that apply for 60% of the sample or more (e.g., if 60% of the sample is PGSI = 2-3 and 20% is PGSI 8+, select lenient). 

	
	Current, lifetime or defined period of problem gambling
	1: Current
2: Lifetime
3: Other/Defined period
	1: Study reports current problem gambling among the participants
2: Study reports lifetime occurrence of problem gambling
3: Study reports a defined period of problem gambling (e.g., last 12 months). Use the field “other”.

	
	· If defined period of problem gambling, length of period
	=
	State the length of period in terms of number of months (e.g., last 12 months). Use the field “other”.

	
	Results
	
	

	20
	N Problem gamblers
	=
	State the number of problem gamblers (n). 

	
	% Problem gamblers
	=
	State the prevalence/percentage of the whole sample

	
	N non-Problem gamblers 
	= 
	State the number of non-problem gamblers (n).

	
	Problem gamblers mean age 
	=
	State the mean age of the PG sample.  

	
	Problem gamblers mean age standard deviation
	=
	State the standard deviation on age of the PG sample.  

	
	Problem gamblers age range
	=
	State the age range of the PG sample (e.g., 18-35).

	
	Problem gamblers sex (% girls/women)
	=
	State the percentage of girls/women in PG sample.  

	
	Type of selection 
	1: Random prison population sampling
2: Voluntary response sampling in prison population (non-representative)
3: Voluntary response sampling in population serving alternative sentences
4: Treatment
5: Other
	1: Selection is based on random prison sampling
2: Selection is based on voluntary participation 
3: Selection is recruited through alternative forms of serving sentences
4: Selection is based on a sample actively receiving or seeking treatment
5: If none of the above; specify


	
	Response rate (%)
	 =
	Enter the percentage of participants responding to the study/survey, before exclusion due to missing data etc.

	
	Comorbid mental health disorders
	1: Depression
2: Anxiety
3: Alcohol 
4: Substance abuse (not alcohol)
5: Personality disorder(s)
6: Bipolar disorder
7: Other
	Select all comorbid mental health disorders reported within the PG sample. Comorbidity must be above a clinical threshold assessed by a clinician or by conventional cut-off in standardized/validated measures indicating (probable) pathology/hazardous consumption or by self-categorization (e.g., self-report to helplines). The outcome must be categorical (i.e., yes/no). Generic/mean scores on e.g., a depression scale without categorization (e.g., “mean depression is not to be coded.

3: Alcohol use disorder/dependence/harmful use
4: E.g., cannabis/opioids
7: Specify

Select all that apply.

	
	Comorbidity reported % of sample
	=
	State the percentage of comorbidity in the PG sample. Use classifications above (e.g., Depression: 34%)

	
	Additional sample information
	=
	Use this field to add any additional information concerning the sample. E.g., N, age, sex, etc. in the different subgroups of PG

	
	Additional notes:
	
	Use this field for any additional comments/notes



