
Ephemeris Napocensis, XXXIII, 2023, p. 253–264

SZABÓ MIKLÓS (1940–2023)

In the early hours of 14th December 2023, in the 84th year of his life, the scientist, tea‑
cher, archaeologist Miklós Szabó passed away.

He was born on 3rd July 1940 in Szombathely, Hungary. In 1963, he graduated as 
an archaeologist and Latin teacher at the Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest, Faculty of 
Humanities, and in 1965 he received from the same institution his doctorate in ancient arche‑
ology. Between 1963 and 1966 he worked at the Hungarian National Museum, and from 1966 
at the Antiques Department of the Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest. In 1975, he became the 
scientific secretary of the Museum of Fine Arts, then in 1984 its deputy director general.He gave 
lectures at the Department of Archeology of the Faculty of Humanities of ELTE as an appointed 
lecturer from 1973, from 1978 as an adjunct professor, and from 1983 as a docent. In 1987, 
he obtained the degree of Doctor of Historical Sciences (archaeology) from the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. In 1989, he was appointed a university professor, and in the same year 
he became the first head of the newly established Department of Ancient Archaeology, a posi‑
tion he held until 2005. Between 1993 and 1999 he was rector of Eötvös Loránd University. 
He became the founding director of the Institute of Archeology at ELTE in 1994. He became 
corresponding member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1995, and a full member 
in 2001. As a visiting professor, he gave lectures at universities in France, Spain, Italy, Ireland, 
Scotland, Switzerland and Germany.

He participated in several international research projects, from 1970 he conducted 
research in Delphi, Argos, and Corfu in collaboration with the École Française d’Archéologie in 
Athens. In recognition of his work, he was elected honorary member of the Greek Archaeological 
Society in Athens in 1998. He was member of the editorial boards and scientific councils of 
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several prestigious Hungarian and Austrian, Swiss or French archeology and ancient history 
journals.

His continuous work since 1963 includes hundreds of studies, more than twenty 
books, and numerous exhibitions and exhibition catalogues. As a result of his international 
activities, he became a corresponding member of the Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, the 
Royal Academy of Barcelona and the French Academy of Sciences, Knight of the French Order 
of Honor (Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur) and Commander (Commandeur de la Légion 
d’honneur) and holder of several other high French state awards. He is Honorary Doctor of the 
Eötvös Loránd University, the Université de Bourgogne in Dijon and the Università degli Studi 
in Bologna.

In 1985, he became a member of the international Scientific Council of Bibracte, from 
1988 he started a joint Franco-Hungarian excavation program in Bibracte, France (today Mont-
Beuvray), and he also led excavations in international collaborations in Povegliano, Italy, and in 
Hungary at Velem-Szent Vid, Sajópetri and Gellérthegy.

Academician, professor and rector emeritus Miklós Szabó was an outstanding researcher 
of Celtic archeology recognized throughout Europe, an excellent connoisseur of the archeology 
and art of the Iron Age in the Carpathian Basin, author and editor of several case studies, mono‑
graphs and syntheses in this field. Among his many works, which have become milestones for 
the Celtic archeology of the Carpathian Basin, I would like to single out the following, in their 
order of publication:

Szabó M., A Badacsony-Lábdi kettősfej kérdéséhez, Archaeológiai Értesítő, 90, 1963, 
69‒74.

Szabó M., A kelták nyomában Magyarországon, Budapest, 1971.
Szabó M., Celtic Art and History in the Carpathian Basin, Acta Archaeologica Academiae 

Scientiarum Hungariae, 24, 1972, 386–394.
Szabó M., Contribution à l’étude de l’art et de la chronologie de La Tène ancienne en 

Hongrie, Folia Archaeologia, 25, 1974, 71–86.
Kruta V., Szabó M., Canthares danubiens du IIIe siècle avant notre ère. Une exemple 

d’influence hellénistique sur les Celtes orientaux, Études Celtiques, 19, 1982, 51–67.
Szabó M., Contribution au problème du style plastique laténien dans la cuvette des 

Karpates, Acta Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungariae, 41, 1989, 17–32.
Szabó M., Petres É. F., Decorated Weapons of the La Tène Iron Age in the Carpathian 

Basin, Budapest, 1992.
Szabó M., Kelta harcosok Delphoi előtt és után. Adalékok az ókori kelták történetének 

egyik kritikus periódusához, Antik Tanulmányok, 38, 1994, 37–56.
Szabó M., Kelta kard a Dunából, Antik Tanulmányok, XL, 1–2, 1996, 41–51.
Szabó M., Bibracte. Tíz év magyar kutatásai az európai Mont Beuvray-program 

keretében, Antik Tanulmányok, 43, 1–2, 1999, 195–226.
Szabó M., Les recherches franco-hongroises dans la Grande plaine hongroise. Les 

sites de Polgár et Sajópetri, Dix ans de cooperation franco-hongroise en archéologie 1988–1998, 
Budapest, 2000.

Szabó M., A keleti kelták. A késő vaskor a Kárpát-medencében, Budapest, 2005.
Szabó M., Tankó K., Nécropole Latènienne à Ludas–Varjú Dűlő, Acta Archaeologica 

Academiae Scientiarum Hungariae, 57, 2006, 325–343.
Szabó M. (dir.), L’habitat de l’époque de La Tène à Sajópetri Hosszú-dűlő, Budapest, 2007.
Szabó M., Czajlik Z., Tankó K., Timár L., Polgár 1: L’habitat du second Age du Fer (IIIe 

siècle av. J.-Chr.), Acta Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungariae, 59, 2008, 183‒223.
Szabó M. (dir.), La nécropole celtique à Ludas-Varjú-dűlő, Budapest, 2012.
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Szabó M., Sur la question de l’elite des Celtes orientaux a l’age du Fer, Acta Archaeologica 
Academiae Scientiarum Hungariae, 65, 1, 2014, 73‒117.

Szabó M., Borhy L., Magyarország története az ókorban: kelták és rómaiak, Budapest, 
2015.

Szabó M., Czajlik Z., Tankó K.  (dir.), La nécropole celtique à Sajópetri – Homoki-
szőlőskert, Paris, 2018.

Sándor Berecki


