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ABSTRACT: The t y p e - s e r i e s o f Norrbomia h y p o p y g i a l i s (Richards,1939) 
i s s t u d i e d and i t s synonymy w i t h N. spinosa (Vanschuytbroeck, 1959) 
has been e s t a b l i s h e d . L o c a l i t y d a t a f o r 16 species o f Metaborborus, 
Gymnometopina, Norrbomia and Copromyza are g i v e n i n c l . numerous 
new occurrence d a t a f o r Z a i r e , E t h i o p i a , Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Angola, Namibia and South A f r i c a . 

I n t h e l a s t years most o f t h e A f r o t r o p i c a l s p ecies i n t h e t r i b e Copro­
m y z i n i has been r e v i s e d . Norrbom and Kim (1985, 1987) p u b l i s h e d e x c e l l e n t pa­
pers on t h e taxonomy and p h y l o g e n e t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f Metaborborus Vanschuyt­
broeck and Gymnometopina Hedicke. Papp (1988) reviewed the species o f Norrbo­ 
mia L. Papp. I n the l a s t couple o f years the p r e s e n t a u t h o r has i d e n t i f i e d an 
i n t e r e s t i n g m a t e r i a l o f t h e A f r o t r o p i c a l Sphaeroceridae d e r i v i n g from c o l l e c ­
t i o n s o f s e v e r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s ( m a i n l y from those o f the C a l i f o r n i a Academy o f 
Sciences and t h e Muséum Royal d ' A f r i q u e c e n t r a l e ) and a l s o from t h e s t a f f o f 
the Hungarian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum (HNHM) who c o l l e c t e d some m a t e r i a l i n t h e 
t r o p i c a l A f r i c a . The l o c a l i t y data o f 16 species (2369 ex.) o f f o u r genera are 
p u b l i s h e d here w i t h a few comments. 

New f a u n i s t i c r e c o r d s f o r t h e g i v e n c o u n t r i e s are marked w i t h an a s t e r ­
i s k . " Z a i r e " i s g i v e n below f o r " B e l g i a n Congo" o r " A f r i c a : B e l g i a n Congo" on 
the l a b e l s . The l a b e l d a t a o f two l o c a l i t i e s are a b b r e v i a t e d as f o l l o w s : 

Epulu = A f r i c a : B e l g i a n Congo, Epulu, 950 m e l e v . , Oct 2, 1957, E.S. Ross 
and R.E. Leech. 
Mikumi = Tanzania: Morogoro r e g i o n , Mikumi Tented Camp, Mikumi N a t i o n a l 
Park, Feb 1, 1987, n e t t i n g over excrement o f e l e p h a n t , l e g . S. Mahunka - T. 
Pócs - A. Z i c s i . 

The names o f t h e c o l l e c t o r s Drs E.E. Ross and R.E. Leech are a b b r e v i a t ­
ed as " R.and L. ". The i n s t i t u t i o n s where the specimens are d e p o s i t e d are 
marked by t h e i r acronyms: 

CAS : C a l i f o r n i a Academy o f Sciences, Department o f Entomology, San Francisco 
HNHM: Z o o l o g i c a l Department, Hungarian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum, Budapest 
MRAC: Muséum Royal d ' A f r i q u e c e n t r a l e , Entomologie, Tervuren 
NMSA: N a t a l Museum, P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g 
USNM: Department o f Entomology, N a t i o n a l Museum of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y / S m i t h ­

s o nian I n s t i t u t i o n , Washington 

I s h o u l d l i k e t o express my g r a t i t u d e t o Dr. A l l e n L. Norrbom (USDA, 
Systematic Entomology L a b o r a t o r y , Washington) f o r h i s h e l p i n t h e i d e n t i f i c a ­
t i o n o f some specimens and f o r c h e c k i n g the i d e n t i t y o f some o t h e r s . I am grate­
f u l t o Dr. E l i a n e De Coninck (MRAC) and f o r Dr. Paul H. Arnaud, J r . f o r the 
v a l u a b l e unnamed m a t e r i a l s from t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n s . 



Metaborborus f l a v i o r ( Vanschuytbroeck, 1959 ) - Z a i r e : 1 3 (CAS): Epulu=; 
Tanzániai 1088 ê 1121 <j> HNHM : Mikurai=. Most o f t h e Mikumi specimens are p r e ­
served i n a l c o h o l . T h i s i s t h e o n l y Metaborborus species known bo t h from t h e 
A f r o t r o p i c a l and O r i e n t a l r e g i o n s (Norrbom and Kim 1985). 

Metaborborus p o l l i n o s u s (Hackman, 1965) - South A f r i c a : 1 o (CAS): 
Knysna, Cape Prov., X-30-49^B. M a l k i n . Known from South A f r i c a o n l y . 

Metaborborus s p i n i f e r (Vanschuytbroeck, 1948) - Z a i r e : 2 3 (CAS, HNHM): 
Lw i r o R i v e r , 4 7 km N. Bukavu, 1950 m, XII-15-57 R.and L. . H i t h e r t o known from 
Z a i r e . 

Metaborborus s t i c h o s u s Norrbom and Kim, 1985 - Z a i r e : 20 3 1 o (CAS, 
HNHM): Epulu=; Kenya*: 1 Ö (CAS): Masai, Amboseli Res., 01 Tukai Lodge, 3500 
f e e t , 10-1. 1970 (M.E. I r v i n and E.S. Ross); Tanzania*: 24 3 12 o (HNHM): 
Mikumi=. Described f r o m Z a i r e ( K i v u P r o v . ) , the l a r v a e are p r o b a b l y c o p r o -
phagous i n el e p h a n t dung. 

Gymnometopina apt a (Curran, 1931) - Z a i r e : 1 3 (MRAC): N. Lac K i v u : 
Rwankwi X I I - 1 9 5 1 (J.V. L e r o y ) . Widespread i n C e n t r a l and East A f r i c a (Norrbom 
and Kim 1985) . 

Gymnometopina c l u n i c r u s (Duda, 1923) - E t h i o p i a : 4 3 (CAS): Shashemawe, 
8-VII-1973 (V.0.)DeMasi ; Tanzania: 1 g (HNHM): Mikumi=. Widespread i n t h e A f ­
r o t r o p i c a l r e g i o n ( f o r d a t a see Norrbom and Kim 1987, Papp 1987). 

Gymnometopina haasae Norrbom, 1987")- Tanzania*: 2 3 (CAS): 13 m i . S. o f 
B a b a t i , 1550 m, XI-18-1957 (R.and L I) . Described f r o m Kenya, e a s t e r n Z a i r e and 
E t h i o p i a . 

Gymnometopina k i b o k o e n s i s (Vanschuytbroeck, 1959) - Z a i r e : 1 8 l g 
(MRAC): Congo b e l g e , P.N.G.[aramba], M i s s . H. De Saeger, Pp.K/55/d/8, 19-XI-51 
or I I / i d / 9 , 3-X-1951, Nos 2768, 2709; 6 3 (CAS, HNHM): Epulu=. Widespread i n 
C e n t r a l A f r i c a (Norrbom 1987) . 

Gymnometopina l u c i d a (Séguy, 193 3) - Z a i r e * : 3 3 (CAS, HNHM): L w i r o R i ­
ve r , 47 km N. Bukavu, 1950 m, XII-15-57 (R.and L 7) ; Tanzania* : 3 3 6 g (HNHM) : 
Mikumi=. Described and h i t h e r t o known from Mozambique o n l y . 

Gymnometopina magna Norrbom, 1987 - Z a i r e : 3 3 1 g (CAS, HNHM): L w i r o 
R i v e r , 47 km N. Bukavu, 1950 m, XII-15-57 (R.and L 7) ; 6 3 1 g (CAS, USNM, 
HNHM): Epulu=; 1 3 (CAS): i d . , X-2-1957 . Known from e a s t e r n Z a i r e o n l y /Norr­
bom and Kim 1987 . 

Gymnometopina m a r s h a l l i Norrbom, 1987 - Z a i r e : 1 3 (CAS): Epulu=. De­
s c r i b e d on the b a s i s o f a s i n g l e h o l o t y p e from Katanga Prov., P. N. Upemba. 

Gymnometopina r i c h a r d s i Norrbom, 1987 - Z a i r e : 3 3 1 g (CAS, HNHM, d e t . 
A.L. Norrbom): Epulu=. H i t h e r t o f i v e specimens have been r e p o r t e d from Z a i r e 
and Uganda ('Norrbom and Kim 1987) . 

Norrbomia g r a v i s (Adams, 1905) - Z a i r e : 1 3 (CAS): Epulu=; 1 g ( C A S 0 : 

L w i r o R i v e r , 47 km M. o f Bukavu, 1650 m, 4-1-1958 R.and L. . A widespread A f ­
r o t r o p i c a l species ("Papp 1988~) . 

Norrbomia h y p o p y g i a l i s ( R i c h a r d s , 1939") 

Kenya*: 18 3 2 g (HNHM): M a r s a b i t , on e l e p h a n t dung, " T e l e k i Exped.", 
13 . 3 .1988, (A. V o j n i t s , No.208.); Z a i r e : 13 3 5 g (CAS): Epulu=; 1 g (MRAC): 
N. Lac K i v u , Rwankwi, X I I - 1 9 5 1 (J.V. L e r o y ) ; Rwanda*: 1 3 (MRAC): c o n t r e f . Est 
Muhavura, 2100 m, 28-1-53 (P. Basilewsky.) . 

Through the c o u r t e s y o f Dr. B r i a n R. P i t k i n (BMNH) I had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o s t u d y i t s t y p e - s e r i e s ( c f . Papp 1988 ) . Holotype male (BMNH): 1/ [ 0 6 mm round 
l a b e l w i t h r e d margin] Type; 2/ [12x7 mm, w h i t e l a b e l , p r i n t e d ] Z u l u l a n d : Um-
f o l o s i R i v . , June 1922, H.H. Curson; 3/ Pres. by Imp. Bur. Ent. B r i t . Mus., 
1922—464 ; 4/ "from dung of Rhino"; 5/ [26x13 mm, w i t h h a n d w r i t i n g o f R i ­
c h a r d s ] "Borborus s o r d i d u s Z e t t . v a r . h y p o p y g i a l i s Type 3 " . The h o l o t y p e i s 
glued on a w h i t e c a r d o f 11.5x4 mm, i t s r i g h t wing i s l o s t . 

Paratype (.BMNH): 15 ex. w i t h two l a b e l s o f t h e s i z e o f 5/: "6 3/10 p 
Paratypes B. so r d i d u s v a r . h y p o p y g i a l i s " . T h e i r l a b e l s : 1/ Paratype; 2/-4 /7 
same as f o r h o l o t y p e ; t h e i r i d e n t i t y i s as f o l l o w s : 3 3 2 o.: c o n s p e c i f i c (one 
ó d i s s e c t e d , g e n i t a l i a p r e s e r v e d i n g l y c e r i n i n a p l a s t i c m i c r o v i a l ) ; 1 3 : 
Norrbomia e l e p h a n t i s L. Papp, 1988; new f o r South A f r i c a ; 2 ç: Norrbomia k e n i a -
ca L. Papp, 1988; new f o r South A f r i c a ; 2 3 , 4 g: Norrbomia elephantis/mpaza- 
e n s i s ( g e n i t a l i a p r e p a r a t i o n needed); 1 ex.: not i d e n t i f i a b l e , o n l y s m a l l f r a g ­
ments remained glued on i t s c a r d . 



The measurements o f t h e h o l o t y p e a r e : body l e n g t h 2.08 mm, wing l e n g t h 
2.21 mm, wing w i d t h c a . 0.89 mm, those o f t h e c o n s p e c i f i c p a r a t y p e s : 2.04--
2.50 mm, 2.08—2.54 mm, 0.78—0.97 mm. 

N. h y p o p y g i a l i s ( R i c h a r d s , 193 9) i s c o n s p e c i f i c w i t h t h e h o l o t y p e o f 
N. spinosa (Vanschuytbroeck, 1959), as s t a t e d i n Papp ( 1 9 8 8 ) , where t h e details 
o f t h e s t u d y on t h e t y p e - s e r i e s o f h y p o p y g i a l i s were n o t p u b l i s h e d . 

Norrbomia m a r g i n a t i s (Adams, 1905) - Kenya: 2 6 5 3 o (_HNHM) : M a r s a b i t , 
on e l e p h a n t dung, " T e l e k i Exped.", lb.3.1988 (A. V o j n i t s , No.208}; Z a i r e : 1 3, 
1 Q (CAS): Epulu=; Angola*: 2g (CAS): Luanda, V I I - 1 8 - 5 7 ^R.and LT) ; Namibia 
("Sw A f r i c a " *: 1 g (CAS): l o mi. S o f Windhoek, V-8-58, 1850 m £R.and L . ) ; 
South A f r i c a : 2 d '3 o (NMSA): T r a n s v a a l , n. Kruger N a t i o n a l Park, P a f u r i , 
22°27'S 31°17'E, 21-9-1979, L.Braack, ex. Impala c a r c a s s . Madagascar: 2 3 
1 o (MRAC~): C o l l . Dr. H. Scnouteden Widespread i n t h e A f r o t r o p i c a l and O r i e n 
t a l r e g i o n s , v i z . i n t h e Med i t e r r a n e a n s u b r e g i o n o f t h e P a l a e a r c t i c . 

Copromyza h a c k a r s i •(Vanschuytbroeck, 1948} - Z a i r e : 26 3 25 p (CAS, 
HNHM): Epulu=; 2 6 10 Q (MRAC, HNHM): P. [ a r c ] N . [ a t i o n a l j G.[aramba/, Miss. H 
De Saeger, PpK.72, 27-VÍ11-1951, No. 2338, o r , 12/d/9, 2-1-1952, 2972, o r , Utu 
kuru/4 , 2 2 - V I I - 5 2 , 3811, o r , Mpaza/9, 23-1-1952, 3076, o r , I l / g . , 18-XII-1950, 
997. H i t h e r t o known f r o m t h e e a s t e r n h a l f o f Z a i r e o n l y b u t i t seems common 
t h e r e . 
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