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ABSTRACT

The primary aim of this study is to present some Early Iron Age brooches found at Erd-Hosszafoldek,

including an attempt to clarify some of the cultural connections of the area. The pair of boat-shaped

RESEARCH ARTICLE fibulae connected by a chain, the three-footed vessels, and the ribbed cysts indicate a complex and
(b widespread connection network in the period.

Check for
updates

KEYWORDS

Early Hallstatt Period, boat-shaped fibula

ABSZTRAKT

Ebben a tanulmanyban az elsddleges cél az Erd-Hosszufoldek leldhelyen eldkeriilt kora
vaskori fibuldk publikaldsa. Ugyanakkor kisérletet teszek a teriilet bizonyos kulturalis kap-
csolatainak tisztdzdsara is. A csonak alaku, lancos fibulapar, a haromlabu edények és a bordas
cisztak a korszak szerteagazd kapcsolati rendszerérdl arulkodnak.

KULCSSZAVAK

korai Hallstatt periddus, csénak alaku fibula

INTRODUCTION

Research on the Iron Age fortress of Szazhalombatta at the northeastern edge of the
Mez6fold mesoregion has gained new momentum in recent decades. In 2004, the Early Iron
Age finds of Site 9/4," excavated in the path of the then-planned M6 motorway, opened up
new horizons in the research of the period. The site on the bank of the Benta Stream
included a large open settlement in the immediate vicinity of the cemetery and the fortified
settlement at Szdzhalombatta. Just over a third of the 2,423 archaeological features exca-
vated contained archaeological finds with information value. Based on the field docu-
mentation, the vast majority, 745 features, were established in the Bronze Age, 148 in the
Iron Age, 75 in the Neolithic, 34 in the Roman Period, and three in the Arpad Age.
Fourteen of the 84 Early Iron Age features selected for processing were buildings, including
a textile workshop and a cremation burial. The Early Iron Age find material comprised
several artefacts with outstanding value for the mapping of the chronological and cultural
connections of the site; the boat-shaped fibulae, a jewellery type characteristic of the period,
are among them.

*Corresponding author.
E-mail: lavorlabor@gmail.com

’j Journals Dinnyés et al. (1986) 94; Ottomanyi (2005) 212-213.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of boat-shaped fibulae in the territory of Transdanubia

1. kép. A csénak alakii fibuldk elterjedése a Dunantilon

The pair of bronze brooches recovered from a waste pit
of the Early Iron Age site in the Benta Valley is currently the
only known specimen in the distribution area of boat-sha-
ped fibulae with both an iron and a bronze chain (Fig. I).

FEATURE 1321/1875

Feature 1321 was found in the central part of the site, in
Square K40-D14 (a documentation unit). It was round, with
a diameter of ca. 1.95-2 m; it had a curved, beehive-shaped
wall and a convex bottom at a relative depth of 1.22m. It
was intersecting Feature 1320/1874, a pit.

The fill of the feature contained no ceramic artefacts at
all but only a few animal bones. A pair of brooches (Fig. 2. 1)
were found there at a depth of about 50 cm, close to the pit’s
wall. The two brooches were interlocked; they were identical
in size and shape, the difference between the two mani-
festing in the design and size of the profiled knob at the end
of the catchplate and the engraved decoration of the bow.
Both pieces were cast in one piece, have a long, open
catchplate terminalling in a profiled knob, a slightly wide-
ning, curved, boat-shaped bow, and an asymmetrical spring
construction with a single-coil spring on one side, in line
with the head end of the bow. The brooches are 10.5 cm
long, their maximum width (at the bow) is 1.5 cm, and they
have 5.6 cm long catchplates (Fig. 2. 3). No casting marks or
seams were visible on their surfaces, indicating that they
were mould-cast, while some applied decorative elements,
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such as the knobs at the end of the catchplate, were engraved
and carved in a subsequent production phase.”

Another special feature of the find is the bronze and iron
chains connected to brooch B (Fig. 2. 2) through a bronze
loop or ring linked to its spring. Currently, there is no other
example from the period where the two materials were used
in the same artefact for parts with identical functions.

THE ORIGIN AND ANALOGIES OF BOAT-
SHAPED FIBULAE

Shape is a good starting point for specifying the chronolo-
gical position of the type. Brooches with a long catchplate
and a profiled knob represent the younger variant. The type
appeared and became widespread in southern Bavaria and
Styria in the HaC2 phase, i.e., from the mid-seventh century
BC.? F. Stare was among the first to study the emergence and
spread of this type. He considered the Sanguisuga brooch
type to be its possible predecessor, which he assumed to have
evolved from single-loop bow brooches of northern Italy, the

*The basics of metal casting have remained almost unchanged to this day.
Our own experience corroborates the use of two-part or multi-part casting
moulds. Miklos Jenei and I have been making replicas of Iron Age jewellery
for museums for many years. In any case, the minimal differences in the
design of the two Ardennes-type brooches support the reconstructed
chaine opératoire described above.

3Nebelsick et al. (1997) 26.
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Fig. 2. The brooch pair from Feature 1321
2. kép. Az 1321. objektum fibulaparja

evolution of which was characterised by a gradual increase
in size, resulting in the youngest variants to be unfit for
being worn due to their weight. Therefore, the next inno-
vation was the hollowed bow, by which even such large
jewellery could be made wearable.* The fact that the earliest

“Stare (1954) 33.
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Sanguisuga-type brooches do not appear north of Italy
supports the north Italian origin of boat-shaped fibulae.
After the formation phase, the type seems to have spread
from the core area in all directions practically simulta-
neously, appearing in the Central Balkans at the same time
as in groups in the territories of today’s Slovenia and
Austria. In these parts, too, boat-shaped fibulae with a long
foot terminalling in a profiled knob were present from the
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end of the seventh to the beginning of the sixth century BC,
corresponding to the Glasinac IV phase.”

Close analogies to the brooch pair in focus have been
found in the records of Houses 11 and 14 in Smolenice,
Slovakia.’ The length of the catchplate of the wide-bow
brooches found there, and the curve and shape of their bow
are very similar to the brooches from Feature 1321. In terms
of decoration, the incised triangles and oblique line bundles at
the two ends of the bow, i.e., the first variant, are identical, but
the longitudinal groove is missing. The foot-end knob of the
second variant, corresponding to Smolenice, settlement
horizons of I (HaC2) and II (HaD1), is evidence of the dis-
tinct chronological positions of the first and second variants.”

Most analogies to the decoration of the bow of the
brooches in focus are known from northern Italy. The fra-
med, longitudinal, grooved band and its combination with
oblique line bundles appear there mainly on Sanguisuga-
type brooches.® The large foot knob variants on specimens
from Este and Parre are somewhat younger than the speci-
men without a foot knob from Grave 363 in Capua. The
skyphos from the grave in Capua was dated to Phase Ila of
the cemetery, which corresponds to the Late Geometric Ila
period, ie., around 800 BC.” Navicella brooches with a
similar line pattern, most of them representing the variant
with a lateral knob, are known from Este, Baldaira, and
Chiavari;'® they were dated to the end of the seventh and the
beginning of the sixth century BC."' The closest analogy to
our pieces is a specimen from Este,'” the pattern and its
division on the bow of which are practically identical to our
piece, save that the triangles are missing from it.

Peroni considered the appearance of boat-shaped fibulae
with a long catchplate and a foot knob to be typical of
HaC2;" Parzinger and Stegmann-Rajtér also attributed it to
this phase in the evaluation of a brooch from Smarjeta
(Slovenia) and dated the variant with an oblique line bundle
at the end of the bow to the HaD1 phase.'* Small brooches
with an often longitudinally or transversely ribbed bow
and two or three knobs appear in Dobrni¢ together with
proto-Certosa brooches and early bucchero-style pottery.
Therefore, the chronological position of the latest variants
can be set to the Dobrnic IV/ Sti¢na II / Sveti Lucija IIa / Este
MIB.2 / HaDIl phases, corresponding to Phase II of
Smolenice in Slovakia. In Bologna, variants with a foot knob
are present from Phase IIla and were the most popular in

Vasi¢ (1999) 88.

*Dusek and Dusek (1984) 277, T. 9, T. 100 and T. 287.
"Novotna (2001) 79.

8von Eles Masi (1986) T. 142.

*Trachsel (2004) 198-199.

%on Eles Masi (1986) T. 106.

"'As Variant D of the already mentioned type with incised decoration and
side knobs, based on Benvenuti, Grave 83.

2yon Eles Masi (1986) T. 106, 1252
BPeroni (1973) Fig. 5.
“Pparzinger and Stegmann Rajtér (1988) 166-168.
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Phase IIIb.1, ie. around 750-690 BC." The situation is
identical in Este (from Phases IIIB.1 to IIIB.2), correspon-
ding to the time of the variants with a side knob.

The horizon of boat-shaped fibulae was radiocarbon-
dated with samples taken from Graves 112, 122, and 82 of
Kobarid. The results clearly support a dating to the first half
of the seventh century BC. B. Terzan and M. Cresnar defined
this horizon as Sveti Lucija Ic / Notrajnska III / Ljubljana
ITIb / Stiéna I / Stajerska ITa (/ Dobrni¢ I11)."

Taking into account the closest analogies and the chro-
nologies of Este and Kobarid, the pair of brooches from
Feature 1321/1875 can be dated best to the end of the HaC2
phase, i.e., 650-600 BC.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BROOCH PAIR FROM THE
BENTA VALLEY

The wearing of bronze chains and various pendants on boat-
shaped fibulae is a characteristic of the cemetery of Este. The
type also counts as a rarity in the cultural circle of northern
Italy, wherefrom only a dozen such complex artefacts are
known (Fig. 3). Eight of the ten brooches recovered from Este
feature a suspension loop attached to the pin of the brooch,"”
with one to five chains, a decorated stick, a pear-shaped
pendant or a spectacle pendant, or a metal sheet triangle with
punched decoration hanging from it. Different variations may
include plain and twisted wire bronze rings and hoops or
even a small boat brooch. Besides Este, the records of the
cemeteries of Chiavari, Oppeano, and Baldaria'® contain a
brooch with a chain each; in the cemetery of Este, these finds
do not mark a chronologically distinct unit.

These data suggest that the jewellery, which was rare even
in the territory of northern Italy, was imported from there to
the site in the Benta Valley. Another important feature of this
particular brooch pair, telling it apart from all other known
brooches with chains, is the bronze chain threaded through
the spring and corroded together with an iron chain.

A previously found brooch fragment also indicates a
connection between the early Iron Age community of
Szédzhalombatta and the area delineated above in northern
Italy. Already in the first publication of the find (Fig. 4),"
Lajos Marton expressed his opinion that the cross-ribbed
brooch with a bow covered entirely in ‘peacock eye’ (dot-
circle) patterns could have arrived from the territory of
today’s Italy. In an overview published later, Maria Fekete
did not diverge from this interpretation.”® The dot-circle

>Trachsel (2004) 224.
Terzan and Cresnar (2014) 716.

7yon Eles Masi (1986) T. 63, 861, T. 65, 888, T. 72, 958, T. 73, 966, T. 77,
988, T. 82, 1035, 1037, T. 89, 1084; with the loop linked in the spring: T.
81, 1035, T. 101, 1172; with a loop on the bow: T. 94, 1121.

18yon Eles Masi (1986) T. 53, 248, T. 68, 926, T. 88, 1070.
“Mirton (1913) 196 and T. 12, 78 with the original image.
2OFekete (1985) T. 77, E.
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Fig. 3. Core distribution area of brooches with a chain
3. kép. A lancos fibulak elterjedésének magteriilete

motif was indeed widely used in the northern parts of Italy
to decorate the bows of brooches, as attested by the finds of
Este, Manerbio, Caverzano, Baldaria, Sorga, and Santa
Christa, where it appears in several combinations.”’ This
kind of decoration is rare north-east of the core distribution
area of the type: Slovenian groups do not use it at all on
brooches®* but it is a very popular decorative element there
on bronze pendants. Few boat brooches with dot-circle
decoration are known from north of today’s Slovenia,?® and,
besides the specimen in focus, only four more from Trans-
danubia (two stray finds and two from the Kisravazd
hoard).*

THE BROOCH PAIR AS A CLOTHING
ACCESSORY

The pair of brooches found in the Benta Valley clearly
belong to a single garment. One of the most characteristic
elements of the costumes of the period, as reconstructed by
Karina Grémer based on contemporary depictions, northern
European bog finds, and observations on the arrangement of
diverse finds in graves, was a cape-like overgarment,*
clearly a jacket-like outer layer. The depictions on stelae

*lyon Eles Masi (1986) T. 44, 654, T. 46, 666-996, T. 49, 717-718, T. 50,
719-725, T. 53, 753, T. 55, 769, T. 54, 754.

*2A rare Slovenian exception is known from Most na Soci, Grave 1999/E; see
Terzan et al. (1985) 200.

Fig. 4. Brooch from Szazhalombatta with dot-circle patterns on 23A1 Stfz’ find from thefcen;itery of Frog (Tomedi (2002) T. 100, 5) and a

its bow, published by Lajos Marton in 1913 Slovakian specimen of unknown provenance (Novotnd (2001) T. 22, 248)
, , o, . . A were also identified as Italian imports.

4. kép. A Marton Lajos altal 1913-ban publikalt Szazhalombattai

24
X . . . Fekete (1973) 343, 349.
fibula, kengyelén pavaszemes diszitéssel 2 (1973)
Gromer (2016) 420.
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from Vace, Montebelluna, Dolenjska Toplice, Magdalenska
Gora, and Certosa, as well as a mirror from Castelvetro*®
show men wearing headgear (hats) in every case but in fight
and symplegma scenes, while helmet was an attribute that
clearly belonged to another social group, the military class.
The predominant element of the female costume was a jil-
bab-like shawl falling from the top of the head to the waist,
leaving the face free but covering the chest; according to
representations, it was always worn. It is uncertain whether,
in this canonised visual world, this motif was no more than a
standard gender marker or a faithful depiction of everyday
clothing. It seems reasonable to assume that wearing broo-
ches was associated mainly with women® and logical to
presume that the size (weight) of the brooch and the
thickness of its pin are related to the type of material of the
related garment®® (albeit wearing position may has coun-
terbalanced the weight of the jewellery).

Only a few brooch pairs are known from early Hallstatt
graves in Transdanubia. While the grave unearthed at
Vaskeresztes-Diofds II could be identified as a dual burial
(of a male and a female), based on the characteristics of the
site, the composition of the grave assemblage, and the cal-
cined remains, the two identical brooches recovered from
the feature were likely a pair.”® Three fragments of identical
boat-shaped fibulae were found in Keszthely-Vadaskert,
Grave 6; based on existing reconstructions, an attire with
three brooches is also a realistic possibility. The assemblages
of Keszthely-Arpad Street, Grave 47°° and a grave unearthed
at Zamardi®' each contained identical pieces that could be
pairs; however, the high number of finds they included point
rather at accumulation or the special social position of the
deceased.

Two interpretations seem plausible for the interlinked
jewellery found in the Benta Valley. Since the find was
recovered from a settlement feature, one is accumulation;
however, as there is no evidence of external or internal
conflict in or around the nearby fortified settlement, of
which our site was a satellite settlement, this is unlikely. The
second possibility, ritual activity, is corroborated by the fact
that both pieces are not only fit for use but in remarkably
good condition and that their relative position within the
feature indicates that they were carefully placed rather than

*Eibner (2018) 79-85, T. 1-14; Gromer (2016) 399, Fig, 221.

*’Terzan and Cresnar (2014) 716. Ch. Huth reconstructed the system of
power symbols from contemporary representations, which also indicate
that the production of expensive textiles was the responsibility of women
in the higher echelons of society: Huth (2019) 459. In this system, the
making and wearing of fine textiles were interconnected; pins and spindle
whorls indicate a similar role for women in society. Nevertheless, one
cannot exclude that men also wore brooches, e.g., to fasten their cloaks
or overgarments (the most practical way to do that), as depicted in mul-
tiple scenes on the Certosa situla.

*Gromer (2016) 394.
*Fekete (1981) 158 and 146, Fig. 15.
**Horvéth (2014) 70. Fig. 5.

*'Horvéth (2014) 78, 11. kép; two Smarjeta-type variants and seven variants
with side buttons and a bow ribbed crosswise.
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simply thrown in (Fig. 5). At present, we are not aware of the
documented traces of any similar offering or cultic activity
from the period, while the site in the Benta Valley yielded
several phenomena the analysis of which may lead to a
similar interpretation.*

THE CONNECTIONS OF THE DOBRNIC GRAVE

In terms of decoration, one of the closest analogies to our
find is a fragment from Grave 3/1 in Dobrnic (Dolenjska,
Eastern Slovenia). This specimen is very fragmentary, but
the incised, longitudinal line bundles and the triangle motif
closing the pattern are clearly discernible.’®> Parzinger
assigned the grave to the third phase of the cemetery. The
connections outlined by the finds of the assemblage of Grave
3/1 are interesting. For example, the three-footed vessel it
contained is atypical in the period, but it has analogies in
Dobrni¢ (Dolenjsko) and Postela (Stajerska) in Slovenia,”*
while in Transdanubia, fragments of such three- (sometimes
four-) footed vessels are only known from our site (Features
52/106 [textile workshop], 420/538, 421/539, 464/668, and
138/213 [Fig. 6]), save for a piece found in Trench V, Pit I" at
Szazhalombatta-Brickworks (Inv. no. MNM 67.62.118).°

Fig. 5. In The brooch pair in situ in Feature 1321
5. kép. Az 1321. objektum fibulaparja in situ pozicidja

2T would certainly separate this phenomenon — the presumed accumulation
of valuable items - from the few known hoards of the period, the com-
position of which is much more diverse.

33Parzinger (1989) 593, Taf. 3.
3 Terzan (1990) 410, T. 34, 419, T. 43.

*3Szazhalombatta-Brickworks, excavated by Tibor Kovécs in 1962. The
triangular Trench V, of ca. 60 m? was opened on the eastern edge of
the fortified settlement above the Danube. According to the entry on Page
14 of the excavation log, the pit, which Kovécs dated to the Early Iron Age,
contained a significant amount of Bronze Age pottery, and only a piece of
corroded iron helped date it.
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Fig. 6. Three-footed vessel fragments from diverse features in Erd-Hossziifoldek
6. kép. Haromlabu edények toredékei Erd-Hosszifoldek lel6hely kiilonbozé objektumaibol

North of these sites, fragments of such vessels are cur-
rently known only from Budapest-Harsanylejtd (District 3).>°
It is not possible to determine yet whether they represent
local development or reflect external influence, but the few
published finds*’ indicate that the type was used south of
Lake Balaton and, thus, may have spread there from the
territory of today’s Slovenia and Styria.

This type in the Postela settlement is most characteristic
of Phase IIL* corresponding to the HaC/D (HaC2/D1)
phases, and of Phase III in Dobrni¢, coeval with the Sticna I
/Sveti Lucija Ic / Este IIIB.1-2 horizon, i.e., the HaC2 phase.
In summary, this vessel type was in fashion in the territory
of Slovenia during the HaC2 and D1 phases; this corres-
ponds to the dating of the building of Feature 52/106 at Erd-
Hosszufoldek, dated to the end of the HaC2 and the
beginning of the HaD1 phases.

*%Personal communication by Gébor Szilas.
*Jéky (2016) 153, Fig. 6, 11 or Géti (2014) 135, T. 7, 35 (younger).
Terzan (1990) 89, the dating of the trench on p. 30.
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THE BROOCH FROM FEATURE 144/221, A
BUILDING

The third boat-shaped fibula from the settlement in the Benta
Valley was found in the fill of a building (Feature 144/221,
Fig. 7). The structure has an irregular ground plan, with a row
of postholes and a kiln on one side (Fig. 8).

The pin of the cast-in-one brooch is incomplete, and its
long, open catchplate is fragmentary. The back of the highly
curved bow was divided into three fields by symmetrically
positioned, longitudinal herringbone line bundles, while its
two ends are closed by oblique line bundles. This pattern is
closely similar to that of the cast-in-one Smarjeta-type
brooches, while the long, open catchplate, the decoration,
and the quality of execution also connect it with Kisravazd-
type brooches (Fig. 9).*

3Fekete (1973).
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5cm

Fig. 7. Boat-shaped fibula fragment from Feature 144, a building
7. kép. A 144. szami épiilet csonak alaki fibulatoredéke

Fig. 8. Ground plan of Feature 144, a building
8. kép. A 144, szamii épiilet objektumrajza
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Fig. 9. Brooch fragment from Feature 144, a building
9. kép. A 144. objektum fibulatoredékének rajza
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CERAMIC MATERIAL AND DATING OF THE
BUILDING

The ceramic record of the feature consists predominantly of
medium-quality utilitarian pottery types. The barrel-shaped
pot fragments cannot be dated precisely; the local pottery is
rooted in Urnfield Period traditions, some (related to pots)
of which persisted until the La Tene Period. Their decora-
tion consists exclusively of applied ornaments, such as
knobs, ribs, and finger-press rows, appearing in different
combinations. The three basic pot types are the straight-
edged, the barrel-shaped, and the ones with a high shoulder.
Barrel-shaped pot variants appeared relatively early in the
ceramic record and swiftly became one of the most common
forms of HaD pottery. The piece from the early HaC ram-
part of Sopron-Burgstall is one of the earliest Early Iron Age
examples in Transdanubia,® while fragments from
Vradisté,*' Koronco,* Tatabanya-Doézsakert,*> and Szézha-
lombatta attest to the popularity of the type in the HaC2
phase.** Exact analogies to the piece decorated with a cir-
cular row of finger-press marks and tongue-like knobs below
the rim (Inv. no. 144.1641) are known from Sziget-
szentmarton®® and House 21 in Smolenice,*® both repre-
senting HaD contexts. Both horizontal applied ribs, round,
oval or tongue-shaped bosses, and finger-press rows appear
in the pottery of the Benta Valley site and sites inhabited
from the HaC2 phase in the Danube Region.

S-profile bowls are also an Early Iron Age vessel type that
remained in fashion for long; however, its design is rather
characteristic. The piece Inv. no. 144.171 represents a
widespread, common variant (Fig. 10) with excellent ana-
logies in late HaC2 contexts in Phase IT of Maissau,*” Mal4
nad Hronom, and Hegyfalu, Grave 6.*® The evolution of the

Scm

Fig. 10. S-profile bowl from Feature 144
10. kép. S-profilii tal a 144. objektumbal

“OPatek (1976) 8, Fig. 4, 5.
*IStegmann-Rajtar (1992) 110-111.
“Mithay (1970) 13.

BVékonyné Vadész (1986) 233, Abb. 5.

**Based on the material of Szdzhalombatta-Sancalja, excavated by Erzsébet
Marton.

“>Kemenczei (1977) Abb. 5.
*Dusek and Dusek (1984) T. 167.
“Stegmann-Rajtir (1992) 81.
“SMolnar (2006) 212.
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type between the HaC2 and HaD1 phases can be traced in
the materials of Phases I and III of the Kleinklein burial,
which also attests to their increasing frequency in the cera-
mic record.

The popularity of the type akin to the one in the sett-
lement in the Benta Valley could be observed in Phase III of
Postela (HaC2/D1),” while close analogies from HaD1
contexts are also known from the pottery records of
Unterparschenbrunn® and Wien-Leopoldsberg,” as well as
House 28 in Smolenice,”” and Hoste. The youngest appea-
rances of the type, in the records of Barndorf-Kai-
serkopperl™ and Szigetszentmarton,”* could be dated to the
end of the period (HaD2-3). Based on the context of the
pieces from our site and identical analogies in Upper
Austrian sites, this piece could be assigned to the beginning
of the HaD1 phase.

The most interesting and characteristic pottery find from
the feature is Inv. no. 2004.7.144.157, the fragment of a so-
called Rippencziste (ribbed cyst) (Fig. 11), which, based on the
distribution of the type, likely arrived from Kalenderberg
territory. Based on analogies in Smolenice,”® Unterpar-
schenbrunn,”® Maiersch,”” and Bad Fischau,”® the type first
appeared in the HaD1 phase. The ribbing (or, as J. Dular
refers to it, ‘wrinkling’)> of the vessel surface was widesp-
read in the territory of Slovenia at the time, appearing not

5 cm i

Fig. 11. Ribbed pottery cyst from Feature 144
11. kép. Keramia bordas ciszta a 144. objektumbdl

“Terzan (1990) 34.

*0Lauermann (1994) T. 3, 12.
*!Urban (1996) Abb. 9, 13.

*2Dusek and Dusek (1995).

>Eibner (1996) 94.

>*Kemenczei (1977) Abb. 5.

5Dusek and Dusek (1995) in the material of Houses 26, 27, and 41.
*¢Lauermann (1994) T. 7, 1, T. 16, 6.
S7Stegmann—Rajtzir (1992) 166.
*8Klemm (1996) 204, 8.1.

*Dular (1982) 85.
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only in cysts but also pythoi and situlae, e.g., in grave
assemblages in Dolenjske Toplice®® and Most na Soci."

The chronological positions of the boat-shaped fibula
and the ribbed cyst date Feature 144 to the beginning of the
HaD1 phase.

SUMMARY

The settlement in the Benta Valley sheds completely new light
on Early Iron Age settlement network and settlement hie-
rarchy. The riverside settlement, the fortified settlement at
Szdzhalombatta, and the tumulus field form a single system not
only in physical but also in economic and cognitive terms. The
boat-shaped fibulae indicate that the flat settlement was more
than a mere agricultural production unit or village: it was an
integral part of the economic network maintained by the
nearby fortified settlement, thus linked to the long-distance
communication network of the area. Of course, a full inter-
pretation of such a find, taken here arbitrarily out of its context,
in light of the respective economic, social, and cognitive
systems requires the processing of the complete find material of
the site. However, even at this stage, it is proof of the lively
communication between the diverse economic units of the
period in a network that covered Central Europe. The spread of
cultural elements and local developments resulted in the
emergence of a plethora of local patterns, all focused on the
same point: to express the power of the elite. The characteristic
fashion of the period arrived at our site together with the boat-
shaped fibulae, bringing about an advanced textile production,
which itself was an element of power representation.
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Csonak alaka fibulak FErd és Szazhalombatta kora vaskori
lelohelyeirol

Téth-Vasarhelyi Maté

A szédzhalombattai kora vaskori kulturalis egység teriiletén
eddig elSkeriilt csonak alaka fibuldk kozil taldan a leg-
érdekesebb az a lancos fibulapar, mely 2004-ben latott
napvildgot a Benta-patak partjén fekvd, Erd-Hosszuféldek
lel6helyen. A teljesen sértetlen ékszerkombinacié objektu-
mon belilli helyzete egyfajta votiv funkciét vagy tezauralast
feltételez. Sem a fibulaparnak, sem pedig a telep egyik épii-
letéb6l elbkertlt fibulatdredéknek nem ismerjilk pontos
parhuzamat, ugyanakkor a lancos fibulavariaciok kizarélag
Eszak-Itdlia temetSiben tlinnek fel, ott is ritkdn. A lelet
egyediségét adja, hogy bronzldncos fibulapart nem ismeriink,
ahogy vas és bronzlanc egyidejt alkalmazdsara sem talalunk
példat. A teriileten megjelend italiai, esetleg szlovén eredett
targyak korabbi példdja a Madrton Lajos altal publikalt
pavaszemes diszitésli, szazhalombattai eredetd, de szérvany
csonakfibula is. A parban hordott ruhakapcsolétiik, mint néi
viseleti elemek ritkdn foghatéak meg, de a Vaskeresztes-
Dio6fas-ddl6 2. halma esetében feltételezhetjiik, hogy a kor
jellegzetes viseletét tiikrozi a két egyforma darab jelenléte.

A fibulapar kengyelét diszit6 motivumokhoz legk6zelebb
4ll6 Dobrni¢ 3/1 sir toredéke azért is érdekes szdmunkra,
mert a sirban egy olyan hdromlabu edény is volt, mely az
érdi lel6helyen tobb példannyal is reprezentdlt. A kevésbé
jellemzé forma megjelenik a Szdzhalombatta-Téglagyar
egyik kora vaskori objektumdban és szérvanyosan a Balaton
hosszanti tengelyétél délre tobb mds lel6hely anyagaban is,
de igazdn a szlovén csoportoknal jellemzd.

A lelShely egyik épiiletébdl eldkeriilt fibulatoredéket egy
olyan jellegzetes kerdmia, Gn. bordas ciszta datédlta, mely
els6sorban a burgenlandi teriiletekré]l ismert, de maga a
diszitéstechnika, az edények feliiletének vizszintes bordazasa,
egyes szlovén csoportoknal is elterjedt.

A Benta-volgyi telepiilés egészen Gj aspektusba helyezi a
kora vaskori teleptiléshalézat és a telepiilési hierarchia
sajatossagait. A patakparti telepiilés, a szdzhalombattai
foldvar és halomsirmezé nem csak fizikailag, hanem gaz-
dasagi és szellemi szempontbdl is egy rendszert alkotott.
A csénak alakd fibuldk ékszeregytittese egyértelmiien jelzi,
hogy a nyilt telep nem egy hagyoményos értelemben vett
mez6gazdasagi termel egység, falu, hanem a kozeli foldvar
gazdasagi rendszerének szerves része és ily modon kap-
csolédik a tavolsagi kommunikaciés halézatba. Termé-
szetesen ezek a kiragadott leletek igazan a teljes telepiilés
anyaganak szisztematikus feldolgozasdval valnak majd a
gazdasagi-kulturalis rendszer részévé. Azt azonban mar igy
is jelzik, hogy a korszak gazdasagi egységei élénken kom-
munikaltak egymassal egy Kozép-Eurdpat behalézé rend-
szerben. Az egyes kulturilis elemek dramldsa és a helyi
fejlddés szamtalan lokdlis mintdzat létrejottét hozhatta
létre, melyek mindegyikében egyetlen kozds pont volt, az
elit hatalmanak reprezentdcidja. A csénak alaku fibuldk
magukkal hoztak a korszak jellegzetes viseletét és vele
egyiitt a textilgyartds fejlédését is, mely a reprezentaci6
Ujabb elemét jelenti.
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